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SUMMARY OF 1 PETER
Stand firm in the true grace of God by:
Entrusting yourself to God with holy living
Responding to your circumstances with resilient gospel hope
Relating to all people in the spirit of Christ
Holding out the hope of the gospel, even to those who
mistreat you
Clinging to the promise of our glorious inheritance when
Christ returns

KEY TRUTHS IN I PETER:
1. God is sovereign over suffering, trials and persecution
(1:3-5; 2:21; 3:17; 4:19; 5:10).
The sovereignty of God bleeds through the book of I Peter
as it does in all of the Bible. But let me point specifically to
3:17, where Peter says, “it is better, if God should will it so,
that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing
what it wrong.” In 4:19, “those who suffer according to the
will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in
doing what is right.”
So when suffering and persecution comes, it is not because
somehow the world or the devil has gained the upper hand
on the Almighty. No doubt, godless men have wield their

hostility against the church and the devil prowls about like a
roaring lion seeking to devour, but never are God’s
purposes or power undermined by lesser powers. God is
sovereign over all things and He will bring all things to serve
His purposes in the end. For “after you have suffered for a
little while, the God of all grace who called you to His eternal
glory in Christ will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen, and
establish you.” His is the dominion forever and ever (5:10-11)
2. Suffering and persecution are a normal, expected reality
of following Christ in a world that has forsaken Him (4:1213; 2:21).
4:12 – “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal
among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as
through some strange thing were happening to you…” It is
expected that following the crucified Christ in this world will
involve suffering. In fact we have been called for this
purpose, to follow in the steps of Him who suffered (2:21). As
Paul said, “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted” (2Tim 3:12). So don’t be caught off guard or
disillusioned when persecution or suffering comes. It is
compatible with our calling as Christ followers and God has
given us clear instructions on how to walk that road of fire.
3. God has good purposes to fulfill through our suffering as
we hope in Christ. Nothing would be worse than suffering
in vain. But this never need be the case for the believer.
a. God purposes to prove and purify our faith
through suffering (1:6-7).
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1:6-7 –“In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for
a little while you have been distressed by various
trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more
precious than gold which is perishable, even though
tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
b. God purposes to grow our character in humility
and holiness through suffering (3:8; 5:5-6; 1:14-16;
2:11-12; 2:21-24; 3:16; 4:1-2).
3:8 – “…all of you be harmonious, sympathetic,
brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit.”
5:5-6 – “all of you, clothe yourselves with humility
toward one another for God is opposed to the proud
but gives grace to the humble.”
1:14 – “As obedient children, do not be conformed to
the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,
but like the Holy One who called you, be holy
yourselves in all your behavior because it is written,
‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’”
c. God purposes to intensify and authenticate our
witness for Christ through suffering (2:12; 3:15-16).
2:12 – “Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles,
so that in the thing in which they slander you has evildoers,
they may because of your good deeds, as they observe
them, glorify God in the day of visitation.”

3:15 – “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always
being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks
you to give an account for the hope that is in you…”
Campfire illus.: Could not be extinguished from
without because it burned from within.
d. God purposes to give us opportunities to glorify
God by hoping in Him in the midst of suffering
(4:15-16; 1:7).
4:15-16 – “If anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to
be ashamed, but it is to glorify God in this name.”
*Suffering is a matter of stewardship for the Christian.
4. The pathway of suffering for Christ is a pathway to glory
with Christ (5:10).
Suffering is not an end in itself for those who hope in God.
5:10 – “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all
grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will
Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”
5. God’s will for us in suffering is to have resilient gospel
hope (1:3, 13, 21; 3:15).
In 1:3, we have be born again to a living hope, not a static or
theoretical hope. A living hope in the person of Christ. And
through His death and resurrection, we have true faith and
hope in God (1:21) which we are to bear witness to even
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under the pressure of persecution (3:15). And so our
circumstances should never be interpreted in isolation. We
must view every circumstance through the enduring,
resilient, hope of the gospel. Our circumstances never have
the final word because our destiny is eternal hope in Christ.
6. God’s will for us in suffering is to pursue holiness
(obedience)—relentlessly doing what is right in God’s
eyes (2:14-15, 20; 3:6, 17; 4:19).
What should you do when you are suffering or being
mistreated? Do what you know is right. This is a repeated
theme in I Peter. In 2:14-15, it is God’s will that by doing what
is right we will silence those who foolishly slander us. In 2:20,
we are given the promise of God’s favor when we suffer for
doing what is right. If fact, 4:19 clarifies that this is how we
entrust ourselves to God—by doing what is right.
7. God’s will for us in suffering is to imitate His love—
relating to all people in the spirit of Christ (1:22; 2:13—
3:16).
Peter called us to not only fervently love one another from
the heart (fellow believers—1:22), but also to imitate the
character of Christ in how we relate to people in every
sphere of life—governing authorities, masters, spouses,
church leaders, and even those who persecute us as we hold
out the hope of the gospel (2:13—3:16).
We are to imitate Christ by dying to sin and responding to all
people out of God-honoring character (see 2:21-24). So our

heart attitude toward people should take this shape:
“Because I am in Christ and Christ is in me, I will relate to
you in the spirit of Christ.” Thus, the guiding principle is not
that I will relate to you on the basis of how I feel or on the
basis of how you have hurt or offended me. No, the guiding
principle will be God-honoring character that manifests the
presence and spirit of Christ, not forsaking truth and not
forsaking mercy.
8. God’s will in suffering is to respond by faith—entrusting
ourselves to God (4:19; cf. 2:23).
Just as Jesus refused to sin and kept entrusting Himself to
God in doing what was right (2:21-23), so we are called to do
the same: “those who suffer according to the will of God
shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is
right” (4:19). This requires faith! Doing what is right, even
when its costly, by entrusting our souls into God’s hands.
9. God’s will for us in suffering is to keep on rejoicing in the
imminent glory of Christ’s return (4:12-13; 1:6-8).
4:13 – “…to the degree that you share in the sufferings of
Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of his
glory you may rejoice with exultation.” In fact, Peter called us
to “greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory” as
we anticipate the eternal inheritance which will soon be ours.
And so we are called to walk through suffering with the
discipline of joy by clinging to the promises of God that will
be fully cashed in when Christ returns.
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10. The end of all Christian suffering will be the reward of
our heavenly inheritance (1:3-5; 5:10).
This is where Peter began and also where He ends. He opened the
book by praising God for our eternal inheritance “which is
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in
heaven for you…” (1:3-5).
And this is where Peter lands in 5:10: “After you have suffered for a
little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory
in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish
you.”
So this is a summary of the Life Principles in I Peter that are meant to guide
us through persecution and suffering as believers.
Now let me offer a few thoughts on Paul’s concluding verses beginning in
5:10 which unfolds the hope in which believers can rest:
“After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace who
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect,
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To Him be dominion
forever and ever. Amen.” (1 Peter 5:10-11).
The first thing I want you to notice is that the suffering of this earthly life is
momentary in light of eternity: “after you have suffered a little while.”
Sometimes suffering can last for years or even an entire lifetime, yet Peter
encourages us that it will not last forever. We can persevere knowing that
the God who issued His saving call to us will Himself fulfill that call by
sustaining us until we reach heaven.
The second thing I want you to notice is that our souls are ultimately in the
hands of God as “the God of all grace.” What does that mean? It means
that God has the monopoly on grace. He is the source of grace. All grace
comes from Him. There is no where else to get grace. And He has the full

supply of grace that we need. And all the grace we need, and all the grace
we get never diminishes His rich and infinite supply.
It’s like taking a cup full of water out of the ocean. But what if I took a cup
every day? And what if everyone else did the same? What are a million cups
of water when the rains and hundreds of rivers continue to replenish the
ocean’s measureless supply? Yet even oceans have limits that God’s grace
does not. So there is enough grace to carry us through this life.
Third, take note that the final outcome for those who hope in Christ is not
determined by any person (neither our doing or anyone else’s), but by God
Himself. If you hope in Christ, God Himself guarantees that when Christ
returns, He will finish the work He has begun in you.
He will perfect you—that is, He will fully restore you to all that He
has created you to be.
He will confirm you—that is, He will give you his confirmation of
favor, sonship, and acceptance as His dearly beloved. Your identity
will be established and unwavering even though this world has
rejected you, because you know to whom you belong.
He will strengthen you—that is, He will forever cause you to stand in
His strength overturning every weakness that the world has
exploited in you.
He will establish you—though the persecution of this world meted
out an earthly life of instability, He will give us a heavenly life that
cannot be shaken.
God Himself will write the final, unending chapter of your life! And so Peter
concludes with a doxology: “To Him be dominion forever and every. Amen.”
Why does Peter ascribe dominion to God? Its an encouraging reminder that
God’s strength and sovereignty is supreme over the empire of Rome and
the rule of Satan, under which they have suffered. God will have the final
word and so His children are eternally secure regardless of how this world
treats them.
Peter’s final summary exhortation comes in vs. 12: “This is the true grace of
God. Stand firm in it!” (I Peter 5:12). Why does Peter say this is the true

Stand Firm: Hope for Hard Times
grace of God? Well we know from Jude 1:4 and other NT letters that there
were some false teachers who presenting the grace of God as though a
person could do whatever they want and it resulted in lawless sensuality.
But according to Peter, the grace of God is not freedom to do whatever you
want. It is freedom to follow the suffering Savior out of a life of sin and into
the eternal hope and confidence of God’s saving grace. In this Peter calls
them to stand firm. In other words, You’ve received grace as pardon from
sin, how appropriate that grace as power to stand. Don’t fall back into sin.
Don’t fall into fear at the intimidation of the word. Don’t fall prey to the
devil’s roar. Stand firm (!)—knowing that God’s grace is sufficient to sustain
you through suffering; His grace is sufficient to walk in victory over sin; And
His grace is sufficient to bring you into your heavenly inheritance.
As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, I urge you to prepare your
heart in light of what we have seen from God’s word.
Come uprooting sin; confessing and repenting of any lingering sin in
your life. “You shall be holy, for I am holy,” says the Lord (1:16).
Come examining your relationships to be reconciled to both God
and man.
Come celebrating the grace and hope that God has secured for you
in Christ.
We respectfully invite all believers but believers only to join us in the Lord’s
supper. If Christ is not yet yours by personal faith, you can simply let the
bread and cup pass by with no judgment from us. Yet we would encourage
you to consider that the death of Christ, which these element represent, is
for you. He died to bear God’s holy and just wrath for your sin, and having
fully paid for it all, God raised Him from the dead offering life and salvation
to all who receive Christ, reconciling them to God forever. The joy of this
hope is for all who receive Christ as Lord.
Let’s prepare our hearts.

Communion:

Bread: “Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that
we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you
were healed” (I Pet 2:24).
Cup: “You were redeemed…with precious blood, as of a Lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. For He was
foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in
these last times for the sake of you who through Him are believers
in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God” (I Pet 1:18-21)

