
TREASURES AND TRUPMETS:  
RIGHTEOUS GIVING IN THE KINGDOM 

OF GOD 
From Matthew 6:1-4 
Pastor Nick Wilson 

 
INTRODUCTION 

1. Opening Illustration: SHINE trip. How do we shine for God’s 
glory instead of our own? It’s hard because… 
 

2. Transition: we live in a society that is overwhelmingly 
concerned with one’s self image – especially on social media. 
Though snap chat wasn’t around in the 1st Cent., concern for 
one’s self image was still a big deal. So much so that the 
appearance of good deeds was more important than the 
motivation behind the good deed itself. The community of 
Jesus is supposed to be different, however. True 
righteousness isn’t about looking good; it’s about making 
God look good. This can only happen when… 
 

3. Proposition: Since true r ighteousness does the r ight 
thing, the r ight way, for the r ight reasons, Christ ians 
are to give secretly, seeking reward from God rather 
than man.  

 
4. Literary Context: Starting in chapter 6, Jesus shifts his focus 

from teaching on true righteousness (greater than the 
Pharisees) that’s lived out publically (divorce, murder, etc.) to 
true righteousness that’s lived out privately (alms-giving, 
prayer, fasting). 
 

RIGHTOUS GIVING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
1.  Righteousness does… (6:1a, 2a) 

a. Assumption + warning 
i. “Beware of practicing your righteousness…” 

ii. “So when you give to the poor, do not…” 
b. Righteousness is not just about believing the right 

thing (intellectually), it’s about living out that right 
belief in our actions (James 2:26 “Faith w/o works is 
dead”) 

c. Righteousness is not gained by doing the right things, 
it’s proven by doing the right things. 2 sides: 1 coin! 

d. Illustration: Body heat doesn’t bring dead people back 
to life; but it does indicate whether someone is alive or 
not.  
 

2.  The Right Thing: Alms-giving (6:2a, 3a) 
a. Giving alms or charitable giving (typically to the poor) 
b. In 1st Cent. - complex system in place where people 

donated to a common fund that was distributed to the 
needy (benevolent fund)1 

c. Why is this the right thing to do? 
i. All wealth is from God (James 1:17) 
ii. The fall brings calamity => poverty on some 

(Prov. 13:23) 
iii. God’s work of redemption involves the reversal 

of the effects of the fall  
iv. God wants his people to be about the work of 

alleviating suffering, especially eternal suffering 
(Prov. 29:7; 31:9) 
 

3.  The Right Way: Secretly (6:2b, 3b)  
a. With respect to other people, guarding against fear of 

man, not “trumpeting” your giving in front of others  
b. With respect to yourself, ruling out helping people to 

feel good about yourself 

                                                        
1 “By three things is the world sustained: by the law, by 
temple-service and by acts of generosity.” (Simon the Just, 3rd 
Cent. BC) 
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c. Otherwise you will, “have your reward in full” 
 

4.  For the Right Reasons: Seeking Reward from God 
(6:1b, 4) 

 
It is not wrong to seek reward. In fact, the NT is very 
emphatic about the reward in heaven laid up for those 
who love God! And yet, there tends to be a false 
notion of piety in the church that tries to pitch charity 
and reward against each other as if true charity must 
be done without any thought of reward whatsoever.  
 
But this is misguided. There are no, truly “selfless” 
good deeds. There may be deeds done at expense to 
our earthly selves (taking up our cross, dying to self to 
follow Jesus), but I would venture to say, not even the 
best Christian acts in a way that is void of all benefit to 
himself – nor should he!  
 
We are always motivated by something, and the Bible 
understands this because that’s how God created us! 
 

a. The question is not whether we have ulterior (or 
ultimate) motives, but what set of desires constitute 
our motives. 
 

b. Matthew 6 puts forward two options with respect to 
motives: (1) either we’re motivated by what people 
think of us (temporary reward from men) or (2) we are 
motivated by what God thinks of us (eternal reward 
from God) 

 
c. What reward(s) does Jesus have in mind here? 

i. Prov. 19:17 – reward present in the OT 

ii. Not salvation – Even Christians can do the right 
thing for the wrong reason sometimes, yet 
Scripture is clear that we need not fear loosing 
our salvation entirely because of it (John 10:27-
29). 

iii. “The joy of the Father” [25:21, 23] 
 

d. All guaranteed Christian reward is delayed reward. 
Why settle for anything less? 
 

e. Righteous giving is done in secret in order to receive 
reward from God rather than man. 
 

5.  Christ: Our Model of Righteous Giving 
a. He gave supremely to the poor (2 Cor. 8:9) 
b. He did it by drastically avoiding worldly recognition 

(Matt. 4:8-10; Matt. 21:5) 
c. He is now enjoying His eternal reward from the Father 

(Phil. 2:8-9) 
d. He gives us his spirit to do likewise 

 
CONCLUSTION/APPLICATION 
 

1. Is your righteousness doing? It should! 
2. Is your righteousness done for show? It shouldn’t be! 
3. Have you purposed in your heart to join God in alleviating 

suffering, especially eternal suffering? 
a. Who are the poor in your midst? 
b. How will you serve them? 

4. It’s ok to seek reward – just seek it from God (it’s the best 
kind, anyway)! 

5. Fathers, give your children the gift of authentic, private 
righteousness 


