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There has been a certain taboo about preachers and money. In fact, some 

would say its better for preachers to not talk about money at all, it will just 

turn people off. But I am not shy when it comes to talking about money 

because the best preacher that I could possibly model my ministry after 

never hesitated to talk about money and possessions. Throughout His 

ministry, Jesus said more about money than heaven and hell. Why? Because 

He knew that often people’s love for money and cravings for things of this 

earth lured people away from loving God with all their heart.1  

Whenever we deal with money, whether its our own personal budget, 

trying to figure out how to put our kids through college, or getting our kids 

to the mission field, or the cost of expanding our ministry here, we will find 

ourselves struggling with one of two temptations, or both. Either we 

struggle with a love for money and what it can buy, or we worry that we 

won’t have enough money to buy what we need.  

The good news is that Jesus Himself addresses both of these hurdles in Matt 

6. Its going to take us two weeks to unpack verses 19-34 where Jesus warns 

us against 2 dangers regarding money and possessions:  

1. The danger of loving money and what it can buy, allowing self-

interest to steal our spiritual vision.  

2. The danger of worrying about our need for money,  allowing the 

fear of self-preservation to steal our faith.  

Here’s the Big idea of Matt 6:19-34 that we will unpack over the next couple 

weeks: Because we can only serve one master, we must focus our 

resources on God’s interests, free of worry, knowing that He will meet 

your needs as we serve His kingdom.  

                                                           
1 While there are 500 some references to prayer in the Bible and another 500 

references to faith, there are over 2000 references to money and possessions. In 

the Gospels alone, there are 288 verses that deal with the issue of money and 

As we focus our attention on vs. 19-24, Let me remind you of the preceding 

context where Jesus has given us a repeated exhortation. Three times Jesus 

warned us about seeking the earthly rewards of men in our giving, praying, 

and fasting (2, 5, 16). Rather He urges us to seek the superior reward of our 

heavenly Father [4, 6, 18].  

Now Jesus uses investment terms to encourage us to not waste our time on 

a pursuing earthly rewards or treasures, but to rather purse heavenly 

rewards or treasures. He says in vs. 19, “Do not store up for yourselves 

treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy, and where thieved break in 

and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in and steal.”  

In other words, we need to… 

1. Invest in a Single Treasure (vs. 19-21). 

Jesus issues a two-fold command here. He commands us to not store up 

earthly treasure and He commands us to store up heavenly treasure. 

Why should we not spend our lives building up as much earthly stuff as 

possible? There are two reasons in vs. 19. First, they won’t last. When 

Jesus says, “moth and rust destroy,” He’s speaking in a culture where 

wealth was often measured by one’s clothing or one’s crops. Yet 

clothing is vulnerable to moths, who when they begin to eat, leave an 

irreversible damage. You may have stockpiles of grain, but it will soon 

rot.  

The term translated as rust literally means “an eating.” For example rust 

will eat your car. My wife and I are in the process of trying to sell a 

vehicle. This week someone called to inquire about it and asked if it had 

any rust. The answer was no but a more biblical answer may have been 

not yet. Just a couple years ago when I was looking to buy that same 

vehicle without rust, I realized how vulnerable my heart could be to 

making to much of it, so I when I looked pictures on craigslist I would try 

possessions (that’s one in every 10). Why? Because money is a mere thing but we 

have made it a power.  

 



to image what the same vehicle 15 years down the road would look like 

eaten by rust.  

In Jesus day think about “the eating” probably referred more to their 

stockpiles crops that could be eaten by rats, mice, worms, and insects.2  

Second, not only will earthly treasures not last, they are not secure. 

Anything on this earth is subject to thieves. How many want your funds 

to be secure? Let me remind you that no investment is ultimately secure 

against a stock market crash. No amount of reserve can guarantee you 

will not get cancer. No amount of money can secure joy or peace for 

you.  

So don’t store up treasures on earth. But wait a minute, does this meant 

that we shouldn’t plan ahead or save for retirement? No, the Bible is 

very clear that we should we should be financially wise, planning ahead 

and preparing for lean times. Proverbs is replete with advice like this. 

We won’t always be able to work like we can in our 30’s and 40’s. So we 

should plan ahead. But there is a difference between a modest 

retirement that frees us to live for heavenly purposes on the one hand, 

or on the other, hoarding as much as we can to spend as much as we 

please on the luxuries of this earth as though it is the goal of our lives.  

The Bible never says wealth itself is bad. But it repeatedly warns us of 

how it can take hold of our hearts. The main concern for Jesus is not the 

wealth itself, but how our hearts respond to that wealth. When He says, 

“Don’t store up treasures on earth…but store up treasures in heaven,” 

the term store up is the same word as treasure (hold closely vs. hold 

loosely). So a more literal rendering would sound redundant: “don’t 

treasure up treasures on earth…but treasure up treasures in heaven.” 

This is why Jesus goes on in vs. 21 to say, “for where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.” What we ultimately treasure reveals 

what is truest about our hearts.  

If your life is driven by the best and most of what you can have on this 

earth, then your heart is earth-bound. You have seat belted your heart, 

                                                           
2 Background information drawn from John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT 

Commentary: Matthew 1-7, pg. 411.  

life, and soul to a sinking ship. Living for earthly treasure is like holding 

on to the roulette table trying to get one more big win as the Titanic is 

going down!  

Jesus calls us to a wiser path. “Store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven where neither moth nor rust destroy and where thieves do not 

break in and steal.” Live for heavenly gain because heavenly treasures 

last—forever—and they are secure—not even death can steal them 

away.  

So how do we lay up treasures in heaven? We use our lives, and 

steward our relationships, and leverage our financial decisions in such a 

way that God’s kingdom is what we are investing in most. Laying up 

treasures in heaven is getting Dillon to Japan to share the gospel with 

college students and sustain Sid and Heather’s ministry in St. Cloud or 

getting Josh and Kelsey back to Djibouti, Africa. Laying up treasures in 

heaven is investing in the ministry of your church to be as effective as 

possible as a gospel witness in your community. Laying up treasures in 

heaven is building relationship with your neighbors and inviting them to 

study the Bible with you. Laying up treasures in heaven is helping those 

in need and a thousand other things that are motivated by the reality 

that your heart is in heaven and heaven in is your heart.  

Spend your earthly life on what will outlast earthly life. If you spend 

your whole life working toward the goal of a rich retirement, your vision 

is too short-sighted. Dave Ramsey says, live like no one else now so that 

you can live like no one else and give like no one else later. I think Jesus 

would say it this way: live like no one else on earth now, so that you can 

have joy like no one else in eternity.  

Yet some of us will ask, can’t I have both? Can’t I have the best of earth 

now and have the best of heaven later? The answer is no, because your 

heart cannot be loyal to two supreme loves. You will love one at the 

expense of the other. That’s why Jesus goes on to show us that if we are 

going to build heavenly treasure, we must pursue a single vision.  



2. Pursue a single vision (vs. 22-23). 

Consider [vs. 22-23]. At first it may seem as though Jesus is changing the 

topic, except that he returns to the theme of money in vs. 24. So verses 22-

23 are an illustration of his teaching on true wealth. Your vision will either 

be characterized by light or by darkness. You can’t mix the two. In the same 

way, you can’t have a divided vision when it comes to what you treasure. 

Are you living in the light or in darkness? Are you investing in earthly 

treasure or in heavenly treasure?  

What’s interesting here is that when Jesus says, “if the eye is 

clear/good/healthy” the term for clear can also be translated “single.” So it 

seems Jesus is speaking of a singular vision. But the term can also carry the 

idea of generosity (ie. Rom 12:8; 2 Cor 9:11).3 The idea is that when you give 

singularly to one thing, you can give more generously because your interests 

are undivided and therefore your returns will be greater. Living with a 

divided vision, between earth and heaven, will cost you in the long run. You 

can’t maximize the joy of your heavenly reward by spending your life on 

earthly stuff that will not last.  

Randy Alcorn said, “I’m convinced that the greatest deterrent to giving 

is…the illusion that earth is our home.”4 Earth is not our home. Christ is. And 

so we can say with Paul to live is Christ and to die is gain. And it will be even 

greater gain as we spend our earthly lives giving of ourselves and our 

resources to lay up treasures in heaven.  

The question is, what’s your vision? Is your vision for your life driven by 

earthly stuff and status, or is it driven by what’s eternal?  

3. Serve a single master (vs. 24).  

Jesus message to us becomes even more direct in vs. 24. Not only does He 

call us to singularly invest in heavenly treasure with singular vision, He also 

requires us to choose a single master to serve: “No one can serve two 

masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

                                                           
3 Ibid.  

Jesus’ message is very clear, isn’t it? You can’t be loyal to God if you make 

money your master. You can’t love God with a whole heart if you are in love 

with money and what it can buy. To love money and what it can buy will be 

at the expense of loving God. You can’t live in two kingdoms simultaneously.  

We have a tendency to let money master us by consuming our hearts. But 

money was never meant to be our master. It only becomes our master 

when we are living for the kingdom of self. Money and possessions were 

meant to be tools which God entrusted to us in the building of His kingdom.   

Life principle: Money should be our servant for building God’s enduring 

kingdom, rather than our master for building our own earthly kingdom 

that will pass away.  

Jesus’ message may seem pretty radical in a world with so many alluring 

promises of happiness that we believe money can buy. Yet I don’t want you 

to miss the greater joy that Jesus is calling us to. He doesn’t want us to 

waste our inheritance in the gum ball machine. He’s pointing us to the 

infinite and eternal joy that He rewards to those who live for the kingdom of 

God.  

So I want you to see that this is not about stifling our life on earth but 

maximizing our joy in heaven. Its not about having a negative view of money 

and possessions. I Tim 6:17 says, “instruct those who are rich in this present 

world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on God who rich supplies us with all things to enjoy.” So its not that we 

can’t enjoy what God has provided for us. But realize that we get greater joy 

when we don’t just keep it for ourselves. Jesus said, “its more blessed to 

give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). The problem arises when we begin to 

make money our master by serving it and hoping in it. Don’t “fix your hope 

on the uncertainty of riches, but on God.”  

How much you have or how much you give is secondary to where your 

heart is with God—but it will have a direct bearing. If He is truly your 

Master, you will see your money and possessions as an opportunity to serve 

Him. In fact, your capacity to joyfully give and serve for the kingdom is like 

your capacity to eat. I can eat a lot because I eat a lot. Some people can only 

4 Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle, pg. 44.  



eat a little because they eat just a little. Our stomachs stretch or shrink 

depending on how much we normally eat. In a similar way, our capacity to 

joyfully give and serve the kingdom is determined by how much grace we 

drink in. When our lives are full of God’s grace we have a greater capacity 

for grace-giving and serving regardless of how much money we have. When 

our lives are not full of God’s grace, we have a shrinking ability for grace-

giving and serving regardless of how much money we have.  

Where are you laying up treasure? Where is your heart?  

Where is your vision taking you?  

Which master will you serve?  

 

Lord, for our joy and greater yet, for Your kingdom and Your renown, stretch 

our hearts with the fullness of Your grace. Amen.  


