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INTRODUCTION 

1. Illustration: [personal story] Hiding in basement during storm as a 
child. Hurricane Irma: 6.9 million homes destroyed; Hurricane Harvey: 
40k homes destroyed; Hurricane Lane: 20+ homes destroyed  
 

2. Transition: Though not particularly upbeat, the destructive power and 
inevitability of massive storms is nonetheless necessary to talk about 
because lives are at stake. Well, lives are at stake in the Sermon on 
the Mount; and lives are at stake this morning.  
 
This morning we are in the part of the Sermon on the Mount where the 
eternal consequences of false righteousness are discussed in vivid and 
surprising ways. Jesus doesn’t want us to be surprised by what’s to 
come on the narrow and hard road of discipleship. Instead, Christ 
invites us to build our lives on His Word.  
 

3. Proposition: Since the deception of false righteousness has eternal 
consequences, build your life on a deep and abiding communion 
with Christ. 

 
BODY: From this text, Jesus is drawing our attention to (1) two sources of 
deception and (2) how to safeguard against being duped by false 
righteousness. 
 

1. Two sources of deception: 
After inviting his disciples on the hard and narrow path to eternal life, 
Jesus issues two warnings against that which would otherwise deceive 
the undiscerning. 
 

a. We can be deceived by false prophets/teachers (15-20) 
 
On this narrow and hard road of discipleship, there are those 
who would appear to speak for God, but are, in fact out to 
devour. False prophets are nothing new to Israel and should 
not necessarily be unexpected among God’s people. 
Deuteronomy 13:1-13 warn against miracle-workers who 
lead Israel away from the worship of Yahweh. Later Jer. 
23:9-51 speaks of the immoral behavior of prophets and 

priests that invalidate the authenticity of both their office and 
message. 
 
Times may have changed, but the same problem persists. The 
biggest problem: false prophets don’t seem to be false. They 
appear to be the real deal. They wear sheep’s clothing. They 
have an air of legitimacy to them and their ministry. Perhaps 
because they say the right things or appear to be doing the 
kinds of things real prophets do. 
 
Shortly after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, numerous false 
prophets attempted to gain a foothold in the early church. 
They took Jesus’ (and even the apostle’s teaching) and 
twisted it so slightly that it still sounded authentic. These 
teachers presumed to speak for God, but all they were 
really after was fame, money, and power.  
 
Unfortunately the church has not outgrown her need for 
weariness of false prophets. I remember being part of one 
church that called a new, hip pastor who within two years 
deceived and divided the church by planting a new one just 
down the road only to have been arrested in a prostitution 
sting a short time later. Sadly, our own church’s history has not 
been without similar scandal. 
 
According to verses 16-20, Jesus’ disciples are not left 
defenseless. How can we guard ourselves against imposters? 
The most important thing is knowing how to identify them. 
“You will recognize them by their fruits.”  
 
Jesus uses the metaphor of a fruit-bearing tree to illustrate 
the way in which we are to discern between true and false 
prophets. Notice the connection between the nature of the 
tree and the nature of the fruit. What’s true of one must 
necessarily be tree of the other. If it’s a thorn bush, it won’t 
grow grapes. If it’s a healthy fruit tree, it won’t grow 
diseased fruit!  
 
The same is true of the spiritual leaders and teachers among 
us. Our (I think pastors are included here) lives and the ethical 
outworking of our day-to-day lives will always be the 
clearest and most definitive marker of the truthfulness of our 
message. False beliefs will invariably yield a false 
righteousness.   
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Jesus’ disciples need to be keenly aware of the character of 
those who presume to know and share God’s Word. 
Identifying fruit takes time and intentionality. We shouldn’t 
make any snap judgments about anyone; nor should we be 
content to observe their life from afar – especially if they 
occupy an office of spiritual leadership.  
 
Beware, Trinity. False prophets have come among the church 
before and they will come again.  
 
False prophets and teachers aren’t the only source of 
deception along the hard and narrow road of discipleship. 
There is a nearer and more dangerous form of deception, 
however. 
 

b. We can be self-deceived (21-23) 
 
These three verses are perhaps the most sobering in all of the 
New Testament. In them we are given a glimpse of the final 
judgment where, not the rebellious, but very people you’d 
expect to be admitted into heaven are denied entry. They 
had professed the name of Christ. They had done the 
miraculous in the name of Christ; and they are the ones 
turned away from the kingdom of heaven. 
 
The most striking part: they are completely taken off guard. 
You can hear their pleading tone [read v. 22]. 
 
What went so terribly wrong? Didn’t Jesus just say, “you shall 
know them by their fruit”? Doesn’t calling Jesus ‘Lord,’ 
prophesying, casting out demons, performing miracles – don’t 
these things constitute good fruit? They certainly can’t be 
called ‘bad fruit’, can they?  
 
By themselves, all these acts could be considered evidences 
of genuine saving faith. But one thing is missing. One critical, 
absolutely necessary part is painfully absent. [Read v. 24]. 
Jesus’ sending away of these false, self-deceived disciples is 
the result – not of them not knowing Jesus – but of Jesus not 
knowing them. 
 
Before I go on, let me explain that “knowing” here is not a 
factual knowing. Jesus will not be unaware of all the self-

deceived disciples out there. No, the kind of knowing Jesus is 
referring to is the same kind we find in places like Amos 3:2: 
 
“You only have I known of all the families of the earth.” 
 
Or even more closely, Psalm 1:6: 
 
“For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way 
of the wicked will perish.” 
 
The kind of ‘knowing’ in view here is a deep, relational 
sharing or communing. These self-deceived false disciples are 
turned away because there was no deep, relational 
communing between them and the Jesus they had called 
“Lord.” There was no abiding fellowship between them and 
the Jesus in whose name they had accomplished the 
supernatural! 
 
Where false prophets are identified by the quality of their 
fruit, false disciples are identified by the genuineness of their 
communion with Christ. 
 
According to Jesus in verse 23 
 
(Righteous speech + righteous actions) – communion = 
lawlessness 
 
(Communion => righteous speech + righteous action) = true 
righteousness  
 
If knowing Jesus and being known by Him (communion) is the 
key, nothing higher is to be sought. Nothing else matters! 
Nothing else will deliver you from the storm to come. 
 

2. The antidote to these deceptions: A deep and abiding communion 
with Christ 

 
Why is communion with Christ so important? Why is this the deciding 
factor? Let me draw your attention to four critical observations in this 
text: 
 

Jesus’ authority + divinity 
a)  “Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord…” 
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b)  “I will declare…” 
c)  “Depart from me” 
d)  “These words of mine” 

 
Who does Jesus think he is? 
 
Why is it so important that Jesus knows us? Why is it so important that 
we commune with Christ? Because Jesus is God. 
 
How do we commune with Christ? Just what exactly does it mean to 
know Jesus and be known by Him? What does it mean to have a 
deep and abiding communion with Christ?  
 
Jesus concludes his sermon on the mount by issuing one final invitation 
and illustration [read vv. 24-29]. Hear and do! That’s the key! We 
cannot commune with Christ without Christ’s Word. “Faith comes 
through hearing and hearing through the Word of Christ” (Rom. 
10:17).  
[PROPOSITION SLIDE] 

 
CONCLUSION/APPLICATION 
Life and death are at stake this morning. A storm is coming that you will not 
be able to weather alone. You will be swept away in a moment. The worst 
trial you’ve ever faced will feel like a vacation at the end of the age. 
 
Are you ready for that storm? Where is your house built? What kind of fruit is 
borne in your life? 
 
Do you know Christ? More importantly, does Christ know you? Do you desire 
intimacy with Christ? Does communion with Him through His Word and through 
prayer bring you joy and rest? Or does it make you feel weird and 
uncomfortable? Is your soul at home with Jesus this morning or is He instead 
feel like an unwelcomed guest? 
 
Jesus may have first issued this invitation to his disciples to “hear and do these 
words” two thousand years ago on a Galilean hillside, but don’t miss that 
today His Spirit invites you right now to respond in the same way. Hear His 
words; despair of your self and your lawless attempts at righteousness; turn 
from them and find your rest in communing with Christ. His Words are the only 
thing worth building your life upon. For His words alone are our hope, help 
and eternal life. 


