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Let me remind you that the main theme and purpose throughout the gospel 

of Matthew is to show convincing proof that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, 

who will establish the kingdom of heaven. And so throughout this gospel, 

Jesus gives us a renewed vision of the Kingdom of heaven, demonstrates his 

authority to bring the kingdom to bear on earth, and then dies to redeem a 

people for His kingdom.  

Whenever we study a book of the Bible, like Matthew, we should assume a 

purposeful flow of thought throughout the book, though it may not be 

obvious at first. Last week we finished the Sermon on the Mount and this 

week we move into seemingly different material in chapter 8. But I want to 

take a moment at the outset to step back and put some of the pieces 

together in a way that will hopefully help you see the bigger picture of what 

Matthew is communicating. In other words, Matthew 8 is not just about 

Jesus healing the sick, nor is it unrelated to what Jesus has just taught in the 

Sermon on the Mount. We want to see how these accounts of supernatural 

healing are connected to the bigger story of the gospel in Matthew.  

Jesus formal ministry began back in 4:17, preaching, “repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven in at hand.” Jesus’ message was one of repentance, 

calling for change. In chapters 5-7 in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 

detailed what true repentance and righteousness look like. True 

righteousness is a matter of the heart, not just mere religious behavior. 

Therefore, repentance means giving up on our humans attempts at self-

righteousness and embracing a righteousness that only God can give.  

Throughout the Sermon on the Mount Jesus has been dismantling the 

religious system of the Jews and restoring a true understanding of 

righteousness based on the OT itself. In doing so, Jesus taught with God’s 

own authority and when Jesus finished teaching, chapter 7 ends by saying, 

“the crowds were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one 

having authority, and not as their scribes.” Jesus didn’t get caught up in 

endless debates about religious traditions. He spoke with God’s own 

authority. For example, He said things like, “Not everyone who says to Me, 

Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven…Everyone who hears these 

words of Mine and acts on them is like the wise man who built his house on 

the rock….Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on 

them, is like a fool who built his house on the sand—great was its fall” (7:21-

27).  

Jesus had the audacity to challenge the entire Jewish way of thinking and 

redefine righteousness based on His own interpretation of God’s law! And 

then He has the audacity to tell people to build their hope and trust on His 

own words! The people were astounded with this display of authority. The 

question is, what would verify His claims to divine authority?  

In chapter 8, Jesus returns to His ministry of supernatural healing to 

demonstrate that His authority was God’s own authority. As we approach 

chapter 8, its important to understand that miracles of healing in the NT 

were never just random acts of kindness. Divine healing is never an end in 

itself. Miraculous healing always seems to be linked to grander purposes 

Gods is seeking to perform. For example, miracles authenticate Christ’s 

claims as the Son of God. They verify the in-breaking of God’s kingdom, the 

authority of Christ’s name, and the claims of the gospel. This is why most of 

the authentic miracles taking place today seem to be where the gospel is 

cutting new paths through the kingdom of darkness. Even today, when God 

answers prayers for healing, its usually results in a positive witness for the 

gospel.  

Let me also preface chapter 8 by stating the obvious. God sometimes heals 

and often times doesn’t. When God heals, He does it for a specific purpose. 

When God chooses not to heal in answer to our prayers, He has a purpose 

for not healing. God is always purposeful in what He does and does not do. 

For example, Paul prayed 3 times that God would deliver him from the 

thorn in his flesh. But God purposed not to so that Paul could experience 

the sufficiency of God’s grace working through His weakness (2 Cor 12).  

So what is God’s purpose for these healing miracles in chapter 8? To 

authenticate Jesus’ message and authority as divine. But let’s dig a little 

further still. Of all the hundreds of people that Jesus was healing, why did 

Matthew select these three to focus on? Why did He highlight the faith of a 

leper, a Roman Centurion, and Peter’s mother-in-law? Let’s see if we can 



connect them to the bigger story of Matthew and then take a closer look at 

each one.  

The leper, the Roman centurion, and the mother-in-law all have one thing in 

common. They are the most unlikely people to experience the blessings of 

the kingdom of heaven. The last thing Jesus said in the Sermon on the 

Mount is that “everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them” 

is like the man who built his house on the rock, which will not be knocked 

down when the storms come.  

And now Matthew wants us to see that the “anyone” is not just limited to 

the stereotypical, religious Jew. Jesus is demonstrating God’s compassion on 

those whom the average Jew distained or at least viewed as second class. 

Lepers were ceremonially unclean and quarantined. Because of the 

contagious nature of leprosy, they were not to be touched or even near 

other people. They were the untouchable and the unfortunate outcasts of 

society.  

The Roman centurion would have been distained by Jews because he 

represented the Roman army which was occupying and dominating Jewish 

territory. He was a gentile, representing the pagan world and was regarded 

with now more respect than a dog by the Jews. Yet Jesus’ compassion and 

willingness to respond to the faith of this Gentile, Roman centurion is a 

foreshadowing of how the gospel of the kingdom of heaven would be for all 

people.  

Finally, the significance of Jesus healing Peter’s mother-in-law is probably 

highlighted because she is a woman. In Jesus’ day, women did not have 

rights and were viewed in a lesser class than men. But Jesus always honored 

women and radically raised their status.  

Remember, in the sermon on the mount, Jesus has been dismantling the 

pompus, self-righteousness of the Pharisees. Notice that it was not the faith 

of the religious leaders highlighted here, but rather it was those who 

seemed most undeserving that experience the benefits of the in-breaking 

kingdom of God as they trusted in Christ.  What Jesus is doing is blowing out 

the doors on any social barrios to the gospel—its is for all people, including 

outcasts, Gentiles, men and women.  

I think the big-picture message for us is this: Because Jesus has the 

authority to bestow the Kingdom of Heaven on those who trust in Him, we 

would be wise to build our lives on His Word. It’s a call to active faith.  

Now, let’s take a closer look at the kind of faith that Jesus honors with the 

in-breaking power of the kingdom of heaven.  

1. The Leper (8:1-4) 

Vs. 1: “When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed 

Him. And a leper came to him…”—wait! Lepers are supposed to do that. 

They aren’t supposed to come to anyone. When they see people approach, 

they are to shout, “Unclean! Unclean!” So what drives this man to take the 

risk of approach a massive crowd of people to come to Jesus. It can’t just be 

the gravity of his need because he hasn’t come to anyone else this way. It 

can only be one thing. He has heard of Jesus, he believes Jesus can heal him, 

and now He’s acting on what he believes! (see 4:23-24). News travels—even 

to lepers, and no doubt he has heard that Jesus was healing every kind of 

disease.  

When he gets to Jesus in vs. 2, bows down, prostrate before Jesus in a 

posture of humility and reverence. His only hope is to plead for Jesus to 

have mercy on him. Now notice what he says, “Lord, if You are willing, You 

can make me clean.” This is an expression of faith. “You can make me 

clean.” He expresses his confidence in the power of Jesus. Furthermore, he 

acknowledges Jesus’ authority when he says, “if you are willing.” So 

confident is he in Jesus’ ability, that the only thing that stands between him 

and a miracle of healing is Jesus’ willingness. Jesus has the sovereign right to 

determine who He heals and who He doesn’t heal.  

Vs. 3: “Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him…” There must have 

been an audible gasp in the crowd. What was Jesus doing? Doesn’t He know 

that to touch a leper would render Him unclean, not to mention the 



likelihood of contracting leprosy Himself?!1 What they were about to 

discover is that at the touch of Jesus, the unclean becomes clean! The leper 

did not defile the holy one. Rather the holy One make the leper whole.  

As Jesus touched him, he said, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Take a moment 

to let those words sink in: “I am willing.”  This is God’s heart of infinite 

compassion to all who trust in Him. You say, “but wait a minute, aren’t 

there times when God is not willing? When He doesn’t heal or deliver? Yes, 

but here’s what I want you to understand. Whenever God is not willing to 

do what we have asked, it is not because He lacks compassion toward us 

but because He has a greater purpose to fulfill than our immediate comfort 

or deliverance. Those who trust in Christ, never lack God’s compassion. So 

whenever God wills not to intervene, it is because He is working to fulfill a 

higher purpose in or through your life.  

When Jesus said, “I am willing, be cleansed,” vs. 3 says, “and immediately 

his leprosy was cleansed.” I have been to lots of doctor’s appointments for 

lots of different things. I have been to a lot of doctor’s appointments with 

my kids for lots of different things and doctors can discover some pretty 

amazing treatments. But one thing I have never experienced, was an 

immediate recovery. Jesus does what only God can do. And if He has the 

authority to do what only God can do, don’t you think we would be wise to 

listen what He says an act on it! 

Vs. 4 is peculiar. “And Jesus said to him, ‘See that you tell no one; but go, 

show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, 

as a testimony to them.”2 Why would Jesus command him to not tell anyone 

when it was witnessed by a multitude of people? It was meant to be a 

testimony to the Jewish priests themselves, who would eventually reject 

Jesus. Ironically, “when the priest declared the man clean…Jesus’ miracle 

would be officially confirmed by the Jewish establishment.”3 Not only was 

he healed physically, but he was also fully restored to his community and 

family. His life was transformed.  

 

                                                           
1 Lev 5:3 forbade touching human uncleanness for the purpose of maintain 

ceremonial cleanliness (and physical health). Rather than violating Lev 5:3, Jesus 

fulfilled it by making the unclean clean (cf. Mt 5:17).  

Do we pray like this leper? Do we recognize that apart from God’s 

intervention nothing will change? Do we come with deep humility and 

reverence, ready to receive whatever God wills? Do we pray with 

confidence, “Lord, I know You are able!” Do we pray as though He is willing 

rather than reluctant? Do we hold on to His compassion and goodness even 

when He has other purpose?   

2. Roman Centurion (Matt 8:5-13) 

Vs. 5: “And when He had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, 

entreating [pleading with] Him, and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying 

paralyzed at home, suffering great pain." And He said to him, "I will come 

and heal him." [I am willing] But the centurion answered and said, "Lord, I 

am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my 

servant will be healed.” 

 

We are not told here that the centurion prostrates himself like the leper, 

but that is the posture of his heart. Both of these men are a visual picture of 

the kind of faith we see in the first beatitude: “blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” This centurion recognizes his poverty 

of spirit. He is not worthy of God’s mercy. He is not deserving of anything 

Jesus would do for him. He simply heaps all of his hope in God’s mercy.  

But He not only sees his own unworthiness before God. He also sees the 

worthiness of Christ because He recognizes that it is by God’s authority that 

He does these things. [vs. 9]  

This centurion understands delegated authority. When he commands the 

soldiers under him, they obey because he himself is under the authority of 

Rome. They obey because his commands carry the weight of the Roman 

emperor himself. This centurion recognizes that Jesus’ works are not mere 

human. They are of a higher authority—in fact, the highest authority, for he 

is doing what only God can do.  

Vs. 10: “Now when Jesus heard this, he marveled [was astonished/amazed]. 

There is only one other time when in all of Scripture when we are told Jesus 

2 Cf. Lev 14 
3 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary: Matthew 8-15, pg. 10. 



was amazed. It was in Mark 6:6 when Jesus was amazed at the hard-hearted 

unbelief of the Jews in his hometown of Nazareth so He did no miracles 

there. Why is Jesus so amazed at the centurion’s faith? Because in all of 

Israel Jesus had not found such great faith as this Gentile.  

What Jesus says next in vss. 11-12 confirms that big idea of this passage, 

that the kingdom of heaven is for anyone (even unlikely Gentiles) who trust 

in Christ: “I say to you that many will come from the east [like the Magi, Mt 

2] and west [like this Roman Gentile] and recline at the table  with Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; but the sons of the kingdom 

[Jews who think they will be saved because of the linage from Abraham] will 

be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth”—speaking of the horrific terrors of hell.  

How is it that the least deserving will be welcomed into the Kingdom of 

Heaven while many Jews themselves will be excluded? It all comes down to 

their response to Jesus. Will they hear His words and act on them? Will they 

believe?  

This Roman Centurion’s faith is a picture of saving faith. He comes with a 

100% poverty of spirit and 100% confidence in Jesus and He inherits the 

benefits of the Kingdom. Jesus said, “’Go; it shall be done for you as you 

have believed.’” And the servant was healed that very moment. 

3. Peter’s mother-in-law (Matt 8:14-15) 

[vs. 14-15]  

Jewish tradition forbade touching a person who had a fever. But again, Jesus 

compassionately touches this woman and immediately she got up and 

waited on Him, signifying the immediate return of full strength and health.  

What have we seen of Jesus in these 3 healings? We see the compassion of 

Jesus as God’s own compassion. We see the authority of Jesus as God’s own 

authority. We see the power of Jesus as God’s own power. And we see Jesus 

bestowing the blessings of the in-breaking kingdom of heaven on those who 

come to Him out of poverty of spirit and humble, obedient faith. Those who 

hear the Jesus’ words and act on them.  

Matthew now concludes with this summary statement in [vss. 16-17]. 

Matthew is pointing us to Isaiah 53 where the Suffering Servant, Jesus, not 

only takes our sickness and disease upon Himself, but also our sin and 

because of it, dies.  

Its important to remember that if it were not for sin and its curse, there 

would be no sickness or disease in this world. Sickness is just one of the 

symptoms; sin is the cause.  

The only way to cure the symptoms of the curse is to kill the root cause 

which is sin. And that’s precisely what the cross does. Therefore, there will 

be no sickness and disease in the kingdom of heaven because there will no 

longer be any sin, for Jesus carried it away, all of it! That’s why Isaiah could 

say, “by His scourging [by his death], we are healed.”  

Jesus healing ministry was a preview of the complete restoration in the 

kingdom of heaven for those hear Jesus’ words and act on them.  

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, we come to commune with the 

One who has taken our sin and will one day usher us into heaven 

completely free of sin, sickness, and sorrow.  

Why do you still cling to the sins that only lead to sickness, sorrow, and 

death? As we prepare for the Lord’s table, I urge you in these moments of 

reflection, to pray, confess and forsake your sin. Come to Jesus with the 

poverty of spirit that says, “I don’t deserve an ounce of Your mercy.” Come 

to Him with the confidence that in His death, He bore the weight of God’s 

wrath for your sin. Your sentence has been paid. Why do you hesitate to 

come and have the judge sign your release?  

Hear His word and believe: “I have come as light into the world, that 

everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness.” Hear his word 

and act on it: “…Come to me, that you may have life” (John 5:40).  

 

 

 

 



Communion: 

Bread: I have a disease called celiac. When I was told I had this 

disease, I had to make a conscientious life-long choice to forsake 

certain foods that I loved. I made a choice that I would never eat 

them again because they only lead to sickness. Jesus is calling you to 

make a similar choice to not only confess you sin, but to forsake it 

because it only lead to sickness, sorrow, and death. What sin will you 

forsake today?  

Isaiah 55:7: “Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man 

his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have 

compassion on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.” 

 

 

Cup: Isa 53:4-5 – “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows 

He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, 

and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He 

was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell 

upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 

 

 

 


