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The main theme and purpose of the gospel of Matthew is to show 

convincing proof that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, Israel’s long-awaited 

King to sit on David’s throne and fulfill the promise of an everlasting 

kingdom that will be a blessing to all the nations of the earth, including the 

Gentiles (cf. Gen 12).  

 

Throughout chapters 5-8 and now into chapter 9 Matthew has been 

showing us the remarkable authority of Jesus, that He Himself has messianic 

authority which is God’s own authority.1 We have seen His authoritative 

teaching in the sermon on the mount (7:29). We have seen His authority 

over sickness and disease (8:1-15; 4:23), that is, His authority to reverse the 

affects of the fall. We have seen His rightful authority over all people and 

relationships including family (8:21-22). We have seen His authority over the 

natural world so that even the winds and the waves obey Him (8:23-27). We 

have seen His authority the supernatural world in casting out demons (8:28-

34). Now in chapter 9 we are coming to a climatic point where we will see 

Jesus authority to forgive sin—something that only God has the right and 

the ability to do.  

 

Let’s begin by setting the stage for this dramatic scene. We know from 

Mark’s gospel that Jesus is teaching inside a house and the crowd has 

swelled so much that it was not even possible to get close to the door of the 

house. While Jesus is teaching, four men carry a paralytic to Jesus. But not 

being able to get to Jesus, Mark tells us that they proceed to carry the man 

to the roof of the house on this stretcher-like bed and begin dismantling 

part of the roof so that they can lower the man down to Jesus. (Homes in 

that day had flat roofs and were used a bit like a deck.)  

There are two things that are important for you to take note of here. The 

first is the paralytic’s condition. His need was immense. He is paralyzed and 

can do nothing to care for himself. He has to be carried anywhere he goes 

                                                           
1 See Matthew 7:29; 8:9; 8:27; 9:6, 8 

which means he cannot work or do any normal daily activities. He is 

dependent on other people for every single need in his life.  

 

The second thing to note is that this man and his friends exhibited active, 

persistent faith. They did whatever it took to get to Jesus. We know it was 

faith that motivated them to tear up someone else’s roof with all the risks 

and trouble that would involve, because vs. 2 tells us that Jesus saw their 

faith.  

 

And “seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, “take courage, son; your 

sins are forgiven” (vs. 2). Now that is not the response we expected from 

Jesus, is it? We expected Him to heal the man, not forgive Him. It can almost 

seem as though Jesus is insensitive to this man’s need by addressing his sin 

but not his paralysis.  

 

Let me draw three things out of vs. 2:  

 

1. Jesus is attracted to faith.  Faith is what He responds to, not just a 

person’s need. I’m not saying that Jesus isn’t moved by our 

infirmities. But I am saying that His compassion is moved to action 

when He sees faith. Faith is what Jesus ultimately responds to. So 

the application for us is that we would do well to quit complaining 

and start actively and persistently trusting in the Lord.  

 

2. There is a relationship between sickness and sin, but not always a 

direct one. It was a prominent belief among the Jews of Jesus’ time 

that if a person contracted a disease it was because of some 

particular sin in their life. While there are times when God uses 

sickness as a means of discipline, more often the relationship 

between sin and sickness is an indirect one. Sickness and disease 

are a part of our world because of the fall. The curse of sin has 

impacted all of creation including a world plagued by sickness and 

disease. Hence, Romans 8 says all creation longs and groans for the 

day when Christ returns.  

 



So what we see here is that Jesus not only addresses the symptom 

of paralysis, but demonstrates His authority over the root cause 

which is the fallenness of our world due to sin. Jesus treats the need 

beneath the need.  

 

3. We need forgiveness more than we need healing (or anything else). 

We need a Savior more than we need a healer. Its as if Jesus looks 

right past this man’s body to examine his soul. Its not that Jesus 

lacks compassion for the man’s physical condition. Rather He has 

greater compassion for the man’s soul, His deepest need. What 

good would it do to heal the man’s body, if his soul was still lost for 

eternity.  

 

This man comes to Jesus with what he believes in His greatest 

need—and no one would argue that it is immensely great. He is 

completely helpless in his paralysis. Yet Jesus sees a deeper need 

and is unwilling to merely heal his body without meeting his 

deepest need to have his soul reconciled with God. This is the very 

mission of Jesus life. The angel told Joseph, “you shall call His name 

Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). 

 

Perhaps this is why James instructs those who are sick to not only 

call for the elders of the church to pray over him, but to confess his 

sins so that he may be healed (James 5:13-16). 

 

Take this home: We need forgiveness, we need to be right with God 

more than we need able-working bodies or money for college, or a 

job, or a spouse or a retirement account. Do we live as though our 

greatest need is to be happy in the Lord. We need holy lives more 

than we need healthy bodies.  

 

Jesus’ pronouncement of forgiveness did not go over well with the Scribes, 

however, because immediately their theological red flags went up. Who 

does He think He is? The only one who has the right and the authority to 

grant forgiveness is God Himself! And so they said to themselves, “He 

blasphemes.” In other words, He is speaking offensively to God because He 

is seeking to usurp God’s place. But Jesus knew their thoughts and so He 

said, “why are you thinking evil in your hearts” (vs. 4). In their failure to 

recognize Jesus as the Son of God, they committed evil by thinking evil of 

Jesus.  

 

The problem is that its His word against theirs. So Jesus issues a challenge in 

vs. 5: “Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, and 

walk’? The question is not, which one is easier to do. They are both humanly 

impossible. Only God can forgive sin and only God can heal a paralyzed man. 

The question is, which is easier to say? Well, its easier to say, “your sins are 

forgiven” because there is no way to verify whether or not someone is 

actually forgiven with your words. But to say, “Get up and walk” is harder 

because either he will or he won’t—there is tangible evidence! 

 

Then Jesus says, “But so that you may know that the Son of Man has 

authority on earth to forgive sins…’Get up, pick up your bed and go home.’ 

And he got up and when home” (vs. 6-7).  Paralysis cured. Authority to 

forgive, verified. Charge of blasphemy refuted.  

 

Jesus reveals the whole purpose of this encounter and miracle in vs. 6: “So 

that (purpose) you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins…” Jesus has the right to do what only God has the right and 

ability to do because He is the Son of God. And as the Son of God He came 

for the very purpose of saving people from their sin.  

 

The people, however, like the disciples in the boat in chapter 8, don’t have a 

category for this kind of man. And so vs. 8 concludes that “when the crowds 

saw this, they were awestruck, and glorified God, who had given such 

authority to men.” The word translated awestruck is literally “filled with 

fear” (phobeo � phobia). Why? Because they had no category by which to 

understand a man who possessed the very authority of God Himself.  

 

Here’s what we must see: Jesus has authority to forgive sin, and if He has 

authority to forgive sin, its because He also has authority to judge sin, as we 

know from John 5—Jesus holds the gavel of both judgment and grace. So 

you need to decide if you will reject Jesus for your own religious preferences 

like the scribes, or if you will experience the healing power of His 

forgiveness to your soul like the paralytic who believed in Him.  



 

The good news is that Jesus not only pronounced forgiveness of sin, He also 

went to the cross and secured that forgiveness by offering up His own 

righteous life as an offering for our sin, serving the sentence of wrath our sin 

deserves.  

 

If the crowds were amazed, how much more should we glorify God with 

worship and awe that Christ has authority to forgive our sin because He 

Himself became the sacrifice for sin. The good news is that we can now live 

as though sin no longer owns us, by coming under the authority of Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior.  

 

As I was preparing this week, I got to the point where I processed and 

understood everything I have just said. But I was unsettled as though my 

study and my understanding were incomplete. I kept pouring over the text 

to see what I had missed when suddenly I realized the problem was not one 

of understanding. It was a lack of weight. Here we are in a climactic passage 

about Jesus authority, but it didn’t feel climactic. It didn’t seem more 

impressive than Jesus calming a raging storm with a word. Why? Am I just 

too familiar with Jesus’ forgiveness so that I take it for granted? Is it merely 

because forgiveness is less tangible than a raving storm?  

 

As I pondered why, I began to put myself in the shoes of the paralytic. 

Maybe I too was seeing something else as my greatest need other than 

walking in God’s forgiveness. Oh sure, I see forgiveness as my greatest need 

when it coms to salvation and my relationship with God, but practically on a 

day to day basis, am I more concerned with having my heart pure and right 

before God, having my soul happy in the Lord, or does some other need 

eclipse it?  

 

So I asked myself another question. If I don’t see forgiveness as my greatest 

need, if my greatest need is not having my heart right with God, then what 

do I see as my greatest need—what is my paralysis? What is your greatest 

need? As I worked through my list, I realized that it was more complicated 

than simple because my secondary needs are significant and sometimes 

they overlap with my need to have an undivided heart before the Lord. In 

other words, its easy for earthly needs to dominate our deepest spiritual 

needs.  

 

So what is the evidence that would indicate that secondary needs like 

managing stress, financial needs, health and family needs are dominating 

our deepest spiritual need to be right with God and walk in His favor? Let 

me give you four suggestions:  

� Rarely confessing our sin to God and others. Do you acknowledge 

specific sins before God on a daily basis? Do you have a sensitivity 

and awareness of the sins you need to confess as daily life happens? 

� Not conscientiously fighting specific sins as your primary battle.  

� Not experiencing great delight in the gospel.  

� Not being motivated by your love for God.  

 

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, it is a place where we can 

confess our sin to the Lord discover anew that He has authority to forgive 

our sins. And as we walk in His forgiveness our love for God and our delight 

in the gospel grows sweeter, and our ability to trust God for the secondary 

needs of life is strengthened.  

 

Communion: 

 

Bread:  

As you confess your sin, Jesus has the authority to forgive you as the Son of 

God, and He has the just grounds of his own sacrifice upon which to do it. 

“God made Christ, who knew no sin, to be sin on our behalf, that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor 5:21).  

 

Cup:  

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness”  (I Jn 1:9). “If you confess with your 

mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 

dead, you shall be saved” (Rom 10:9).  

 

When we confess our sins from a heart of faith, He strikes His gavel, the 

gavel of grace or those who believe, and says, “You are forgiven on the 

merit my death!”  


