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Pray for 180 kids on retreat. 

I wish my daughter Micah was here this morning because she loves to read 

mystery books. And often times when I am preaching through the gospels, I 

feel as though I am trying to figure out a mystery. Not everything is a 

mystery, of course, but I have learned the value seeking to understand not 

only the particulars of what Matthew writes, but also the connections 

between various episodes and the large message that Matthew is trying to 

get across. I can pray and study for days trying to grasp these connections. 

Why did Matthew weave these particular accounts together in this way. 

Sometimes there is a connection to be made and sometimes there isn’t but 

if there is, He usually gives us some clues that tease us. Once I make the 

connection, it seems so obvious that I can’t believe I didn’t see it the first 

time. This week is another example of some taunting clues. For example, vs. 

18 begins with the phrase, “while He was saying these things…” as if there is 

some correlation between what Jesus just said and what happened next.  

 

So what do Jesus’ comments in vs. 14-17 about why He and His disciples 

don’t fast have to do with the miracles He performs in vs. 18-26. It took my 

till Friday this week to see the connection, so let me just show you. The key 

is found in vs. 15: “the attendants of the bridegroom cannot mourn as long 

as the bridegroom is with them.” You cannot mourn while the bridegroom is 

with you! Who’s the bridegroom? Jesus! Who is the bride? The church, 

those who believe in Jesus and are united to Him by faith. You cannot 

mourn while Jesus, the bridegroom, is with you!  

 

While Jesus is saying this, He is approached by a man who has every right to 

mourn—his daughter has just died. But Jesus is about to reverse the 

situation by raising the girl back to life so that the man can no longer mourn. 

And this will become a living parable of what Jesus does for all who are 

united to Him in faith.  

 

                                                           
1 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary: Matt 8-15, pg. 86. 

Let me summarize it this way: You cannot mourn when the Bridegroom is 

with you because He overcomes the curse of sin with the Kingdom of God, 

turning grief to joy and death to life for those who believe in Him as their 

only hope.  

 

In other words, Jesus brings with Him the Kingdom of God, the rule and 

reign of God, bursting the old wineskins of death and sorrow with the new 

wine of the Kingdom. Everywhere Jesus went in His earthly ministry, He 

disrupted sickness, suffering, and death. (Moody illus)1 

 

Let’s see how this works out in the vs. 18-26. [vs. 18-19] 

 

From the other gospels (Mark 5; Luke 8) we learn that this man’s name was 

Jairus and He was the highest ranking official or ruler of the synagogue. By 

this time, there was already considerable tension between Jesus and the 

Pharisees and so it was a political risk for him to come and bow down to 

Jesus and implore His help. However, none of this probably mattered much 

to Jairus because He was overcome with far greater concern and grief for 

his daughter.  

 

We also know from Mark, that his daughter was 12 years old, and when he 

set out to find Jesus, she was still alive and Jairus was hoping Jesus would 

come and heal her before she died. However, while Jairus was with Jesus, a 

messenger came to tell him that she had already died. I think the reason 

Matthew forgoes the earlier part of the story and begins his account with 

the girl having already died is because Matthew wants us to be immediately 

struck by the hopelessness of this man’s situation. There is nothing humanly 

possible that anyone could do to reverse the situation.  

 

Can you imagine what others observing this encounter must have been 

thinking? Jairus came hoping Jesus would heal his daughter and had just 

gotten news that she has died---certainly, he must be in denial. But as we 

are about to see, that is not the case. Jairus is expressing incredible faith in 

Jesus.  

 



Out of compassion for Jairus and in response to his faith, Jesus begins to 

follow Jairus to his home only to be interrupted by another needy person.  

[vs. 20]  

 

There’s some irony in this story. Jairus’ daughter only had 12 years to live 

before her life was overtake by the darkness of suffering and death. But the 

woman with the hemorrhage had been living in 12 years of darkness and 

gloom—little more than a living death.  

 

Let’s take a moment to consider this woman’s situation. For 12 years she 

has been suffering from chronic bleeding and the ramifications had been 

enormous.  

� Physically, she has not only had to deal with the unrelenting 

hemorrhage itself, but Mark’s gospel relates that she had endured 

increased suffering at the hands of many physicians but had only 

grown worse (Mark 5:26). 

� Financially, this left her bankrupt and impoverished because Mark 

tells us that she “spent all that she had and was not helped at all” 

(Mark 5:26).  

�  Emotionally: Anyone who has struggled with a chronic illness, 

knows that it takes a toll on a person emotionally as well, often 

leading to long and deep bouts of discouragement.  

� Socially, this ongoing bleeding would have rendered her 

ceremonially unclean. This meant she could not go to the temple to 

worship, nor was she even to mingle among crowds of people 

putting them at risk of being made unclean as well by coming into 

contact with her.  

 

Do you see how hopeless this woman’s situation is? She has tried everything 

only to be left in a greater state of ruin than before. What purpose is there 

for her life? If this is a matter of menstrual bleeding, as most scholars 

assume, she can’t have children nor would she even be a candidate for 

marriage. She’s sick, impoverished, and probably battling additional 

complications like anemia. And she can’t even go to the place of worship for 

help.  

                                                           
2 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary: Matthew 8-15, pg. 81.  

 

Now you can understand why the end of vs. 12 is not a matter of frivolous 

details when it said she touched the fringe of Jesus’ garment. Because of her 

uncleanness, she didn’t want to draw attention to herself in the crowd. She 

desperately wanted healing but was also afraid to touch Jesus lest she make 

Him unclean (see Mark 5:33).  

 

Yet fear and hopelessness were not the only factors in this woman’s heart. 

She pressed through the crowd to get to Jesus because she had faith—faith 

that even the slightest contact with Jesus would make her well. The fact 

that she believed mere contact with Jesus’ garments would heal her may 

indicated a bit of superstition mixed with her faith, but her distorted 

understanding didn’t deter Jesus’ compassion because He saw her genuine 

faith.  

 

Turning to her, Jesus said, “Daughter, take courage; your faith as made you 

well.” Vs. 12 ends by verifying that “at once the woman as made well.” 

Everything about this woman’s life changed in a moment. The cloud of 

gloom and despair that she had been living with was immediately gone. No 

longer could she mourn over her situation because Jesus brought the 

kingdom of God to bear on her life and the new wine of the kingdom burst 

the old wineskin of suffering and despair.  

 

I think Jesus’ encounter with this woman is more than just a healing miracle. 

I believe it is a living parable of the kind of faith that Jesus honors in saving 

His people from their sin. The clue is hidden in most English translations. 

When Jesus says, “your faith has made you well,” He uses the word sozo 

which means “to save.” In other words, your faith has saved you. This is an 

unusual. For example, Mark says uses more typical language to say that she 

was healed of her affliction (iaomai), while Luke uses language more fitting 

of physical healing with the word therapeuo (from whence comes our word 

therapeutic). But Matthew says her faith saved her.2  

 

At other times Jesus uses the same expression (“your faith has saved you”) 

referring to being saved of ones sins, when no physical healing was 



involved. This was the case with the prostitute who washed Jesus’ feet with 

her hair (Luke 7:50). Or consider the 10 lepers Jesus cleansed in Luke 17. All 

10 were healed, but only to the one who returned to thanks Jesus, did He 

say, “your faith has saved you.” It seems as though this language refers to 

more than just physical healing, but rather includes salvation in a spiritual 

sense.3  

 

What difference does all this make? Well, Jesus already made a connection 

between His ministry of healing and His ministry of salvation in vs. 12-13 

when He said, “It is not the healthy who need a physician, but those who 

are sick….I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” And then He 

goes on to demonstrate his “salvation” (healing) to those who believed in 

Him. We need to see more here than just Jesus’ power to heal. We need to 

see the kind of faith that He honors in saving his people. The woman was 

hopeless apart from Jesus’ intervention in her life. And she put her entire 

hope and confidence in Jesus alone. That’s the kind of faith that saves! 

 

Now in vs. 23, Jesus finally arrives at Jairus’ where He was greeted by the 

discord and chaos of those mourning the girl’s death. Unlike western 

funerals today where we gather in somber quietness, the Jews mourned 

with loud wailing and dissonant music. Given Jairus’ high standing in the 

community, there were probably a great number of professional mourners 

that had been hired to mourn the girl’s death.  

 

The first thing that Jesus did was to disrupt the old custom of Jewish 

mourning and send the mourners away. We should be hearing Jesus’s words 

from vs. 15 echoing in the background: You cannot mourn when the 

bridegroom is with you! Jesus comes with the kingdom of God, the reign of 

God that breaks up the old order of things. He completely disrupts the 

funeral!  

 

At first the people laugh at Jesus because He says to the mourners, “Leave, 

for the girl has not died, but is asleep.” They laugh at Him because they 

know she is dead. They are experienced, professional mourners. They are 

around the dead all the time. But Jesus did not mean that the girl was only 

                                                           
3 Ibid., pg. 82.  

comatose. He meant that death would be awakened. To Jesus, death is no 

more threatening, no more permanent than a Sunday afternoon nap. [Vs. 

25]  

 

The mourning was over!! You can’t mourn when the bridegroom is with 

you, because the new wine of the God’s kingdom bursts the old wineskin of 

death and sorrow! This is what’s coming for us when Jesus returns and 

brings us into the fullness of God’s Kingdom. When He comes again, graves 

are going to burst open like brittle old wine skins because death cannot 

reign in the presence of Jesus!  

 

This inbreaking of the Kingdom of God in Matt 9 was in response to Jairus’s 

faith. Faith like the woman who had the hemorrhage for 12 years. Faith that 

put all confidence in Jesus, knowing that there was no other possibility of 

hope.  

 

From an earthly perspective, Jarius and the woman were very different 

people, on opposite sides of the social spectrum.  

� Jairus was a prominent leader, the ruler of the synagogue. The 

woman was a social outcast who could not even make an 

appearance at the synagogue.  

� Jairus was known and respected among the elite. The woman was 

impoverished and preferred to be as anonymous as possible.  

 

Yet, Jairus and this woman have something in common that far outweighs 

all the externals. They both found themselves in a desperate situation and 

turned to Jesus with confident faith. They knew there was no one else, 

nothing else, to trust in but Jesus alone.  

� Have you ever found yourself in a place of desperation like Jairus or 

the woman with the hemorrhage?  

� Have you ever felt that same level of desperation about your sin?  

 

Jairus was face to face with death. The Bible says that we are dead in our 

transgressions and sins because the wages of sin is death—spiritual death,  

separation from God. The woman with the hemorrhage was physically alive 



but had lost everything in life. In a similar way, we may go about our lives 

freely, but do we see the deep spiritual sickness in our souls? Jesus said, 

“’you say I am rich, and have become wealthy and have need of nothing,’ 

but you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and 

blind and naked” (Rev 3:17). And then Jesus invites us to come to Him for 

everything we need: gold in place of our poverty, garments in place of our 

nakedness, and salve to anoint our eyes so that we can see.  

 

This is what we must see in Matthew 9:  We need to come to Jesus like 

Jairus and like this woman, completely empty-handed, poor in spirit, hoping 

and trusting in Jesus and Jesus alone to save us from the poverty and 

sickness of our sin. We come saying, “Jesus I have nothing to offer and 

nothing to hope in but your mercy alone. And I believe you have the power 

to save me.”  

 

Inasmuch as suffering was impartial to Jairus and this woman, so Jesus was 

impartial in rewarding their faith. Jesus ministered to the highest of society 

as well as the lowest of society. The only factor that matters to Jesus is 

whether you have genuine faith in Him or whether you are still trusting in 

someone or something else.  

 

So the first application is to trust in Jesus to save you, as the only possible 

rescue from the wrath of God against your sin. This is what the cross is all 

about. Jesus took upon Himself the wrath of God for sin so that all who trust 

in Him, all who are united to Him in faith, could be forgiven and reconciled 

to God.   

 

This leads to a second application. Jesus, the bridegroom is not physically 

with us as He was in His earthly ministry. As we look around us, we have lots 

of reasons to grieve with this world we live in. Some even here today may 

be mourning the loss of loved ones. Not all of us get the miracle Jairus got. 

Not all of us get the healing the bleeding woman got. So how do we respond 

to life’s sorrow while we await the coming kingdom?  

 

As believers we are citizens of the kingdom of God, but we temporarily live 

within the kingdom of this world.  We live within the tension of the two 

kingdoms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is why Paul said, we are “sorrowful yet always rejoicing” (2 Cor 6:10). In 

this world where sin reigns, there will always be reason for sorrow—every 

day. But that sorrow cannot ultimately overpower the hope of Christ for 

those who trust in Him. We feel the sorrow. It is real. We don’t deny it. But 

we also cling to the promises of Christ. In Him we will overcome. We live as 

though in the presence of Christ. His hope is real. It will endure. We wade 

through the waters of sorrow with our eyes on the coming day when our 

eternal hope will be realized, when our faith will be made sight, and we will 

once again see Jesus face-to-face, all sorrow and death banished for all 

eternity.  

 

So as we wait for the bridegroom to come again for His bride, how do we 

keep on rejoicing in sorrow? 

 

1. Live in the presence of Jesus through daily worship. Center you 

heart and mind on the bedrock of God’s character. Remind yourself 

continually that He is sovereign and He is good. He is the beginning 

and the end and nothing in life will escape His purposes.  

 

2. Feast on the never-failing promises of God. He will never leave you 

or forsake you. He is with you as your comfort and your confidence. 

Regardless of what happens along the way, in Christ you will 

overcome in the end.  

 

3. Keep you eyes fixed on the finish line. The end of suffering, sorrow, 

and evil will come. God will avenge evil, vindicate the righteous, and 

reward His children with eternal joy in His presence. You are the 

bride and the bridegroom is coming for you. And when He does, you 

never mourn again! 


