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Throughout chapters 8-9, we have not only been seeing Jesus power and 

authority to overcome sickness and disease, we have also been seeing 

glimpses of his compassion along the way, as responds to the needs of 

people, touching the untouchable, and healing those whose only hope could 

be a divine miracle of deliverance. Jesus responsiveness to people is 

amazing and it is simply the outworking of His deep compassion—

compassion that is pure and untainted by any sinful motive.  

 

Remember that Matthew’s purpose is for us to see that Jesus is qualified to 

be Israel’s long-awaited Messiah, and his miraculous works are verifying 

that his authority is truly divine. As we conclude chapter 9, we will not only 

see additional evidence of Jesus’ miraculous power and authority, but we 

will also see the deep motivation of compassion that drives His ministry—

the very motivation that should also compel us to pray for His ministry of 

compassion to be multiplied among His followers.  

 

Because humanity’s need is great and because the compassion of Jesus is 

greater still, we must pray for the Lord of the harvest to multiply servants 

of compassion to proclaim the good news of the kingdom.  

 

While we continue to see Jesus’ power and authority at work, I don’t want 

you to miss the compelling spirit of compassion that motivates it all. So I’m 

going to bring that out in the structure of my message today, because that’s 

where Matthew lands at the end of chapter 9. We might expect that He 

would land on the Jesus power and authority but in stead he lands on Jesus’ 

compassion which becomes a transition into chapter 10 where the focus 

becomes Jesus’ preparation of His disciples to serve and multiply His 

ministry—the very disciples who as apostles will later prepare the church to 

multiply their ministry, Jesus’ ministry, to the ends of the earth. So let’s 

begin by looking at… 

 

1. The power of His compassion (vs. 27-30).  

 

[27-30] This account of the blind men is really significant because they are 

the first to address Jesus as the ‘Son of David.’ This is a messianic title. There 

can be no mistake that they are recognizing Jesus as the messiah. The fact 

that they are blind is also significant because they can “see” what many 

others don’t see about Jesus. Furthermore, Isaiah had prophesied that God 

would send a savior who would open blind eyes.   

 

Isaiah 35:5-5 – “Say to those with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not. 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance; The recompense of God will 

come, But He will save you." Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, And 

the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. Then the lame will leap like a deer, 

And the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy.” 

 

This is why later in Matt 11 when John the Baptist inquires of Jesus if He is 

the one, Jesus sent him this message: “The blind receive sight and the lame 

walk, the lepers are cleanses and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and 

the poor have the gospel preached to them” (Mt 11:5).  

 

This is what we have been seeing throughout chapters 8-9. When Jesus heals 

these blind men, it is one more sample of Jesus’ credentials as the Messiah. 

When Jesus touches their eyes and restores their sight, we see His divine 

power activated by divine compassion.  

 

Yet notice, there is one condition upon this miracle in vs. 28: “Do you 

believe that I am able to do this?” They said, “Yes, Lord.” Then He touched 

their eyes and said, “It shall be done for you according to (in response to) 

your faith.”  

 

Faith is the single requirement to gain access to God’s compassion. You 

don’t get God’s compassion apart from faith. It wasn’t enough for these blind 

men to just say, I don’t really know if He can do it, but its worth a shot. They 

had to believe. I’m sure we’ve all heard people say, “I hope God gives me a 

break,” but they don’t really believe. Everyone wants mercy, but God’s 

compassion is only brought to bare on those who believe. 

 

What you must see of Jesus here is that His compassion is not empty. He has 

the power to intervene according to His compassion and He has the 

compassion to intervene according to His power.  

 



2. The popularity and persistence of His compassion (vs. 26, 30-33; cf. 

4:24) 

 

The results of Jesus ministry of compassion (healing and deliverance) led to  

fame among the people that could hardly be managed. Already back in 

chapter 4 we read, “And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 

every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. And the 

news about Him went out into all Syria; and they brought to Him all who 

were ill, taken with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, 

paralytics; and He healed them. And great multitudes followed Him from 

Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the 

Jordan” (4:23-25).  

 

At the end of our passage last week where Jesus raised a young girl from the 

dead, vs. 26 concluded by saying, “this news spread throughout all the land.” 

Jesus could rarely escape the overwhelming crowds. Sometimes He would 

take a boat to the middle of the lake only to be followed there and met by 

crowds who scurried along the shore to meet Him on the other side (14:12;  

John 6:24-25).  

 

Given Jesus’ fame, it seems a bit odd that after He healed the blind men, He 

sternly warned them, “see that no one knows about this” (30). I don’t think 

that it is the miracle itself that Jesus is trying to keep quiet, but the truth that 

these men understood about Jesus as the Messiah. The people had 

misconceptions about what Messiah would do when He came. They had 

come to see Him as a political deliverer rather than a suffering servant and 

Jesus knew the crowds, along with the growing resistance of the Pharisees, 

could not be trusted with His true identity. Not yet, because His ministry 

would climax not in popularity, but in rejection on a Roman cross.   

 

But, vs. 31 tells us, these men “went out and spread the news about Him 

throughout all the land.” Given the fact that Jesus has just told these guys 

not to say anything, it’s a bit surprising that the very next thing Jesus does is 

another grand scale miracle in vs. [32-33].  
 

The result of this miracle is even greater amazement by the crowds who 

exclaim, “Nothing like this as every been seen in Israel.” I take that to mean 

that even with all the great things the former prophets, like Elijah, had 

done, nothing could compare with the scope or power of Jesus’ ministry—

thousands of grand scale miracles before thousands of eye-witnesses.   

 

So if Jesus is trying to restrain his popularity, why didn’t He just stop doing 

miracles for a while. After all, the crowds were fickle enough that they 

would disappear without an impressive “show.” I think one of the reasons is 

because of the persistence of Jesus’ compassion. On the one hand Jesus has 

to manage the frenzy of the crowds, yet on the other cannot avoid the 

intensity of divine compassion for a man suffering from demon possession 

and the faith of those who brought him to Jesus. And so at the “risk” of His 

own popularity, he continues to heal.  

 

But not everyone was so happy with Jesus’ ministry. In vs. 34 we see that 

persecution of the Pharisees in response to Jesus’ ministry of compassion.  

 

3. The persecution in response to His compassion (vs. 34) 

 

The crowds were in awe of Jesus, saying, nothing so wonderful has ever 

been seen in Israel. Just consider the few snapshots we have seen in 

chapters 8-9. He healed lepers, children, and deliver many who were 

demon-possessed. He raised Jairus’s daughter from the dead, healed a 

woman who had a hemorrhage for 12 years, and gave sight to the blind. 

Every one of those situation was devastating before Jesus showed up. Yet 

the ministry of Jesus’ compassion turned devastating situations into 

wholeness and beauty. Jesus left a wake of unspeakable joy wherever He 

went!  

 

“But the Pharisees were saying, ‘He casts out demons by the ruler of the 

demons.’” What a contrast! The people loved Him because His undeniable 

power only resulted in wholesome, goodness and joy. But the religious 

leaders hated Him because He was knocking out the foundations of their 

man-made, self-inflated concepts of righteousness.  

 

Notice that they Pharisees never denied His power or ability to work 

miracles. They couldn’t. Their only recourse was smear tactics because they 

could not contradict the evidence of His work. To say that Jesus casts out 

demons by the power of Satan doesn’t even make sense. Worse yet, its 

blasphemy. But they were left with no other option but illogical, false 

accusations.  

 



Take note here that hardened hearts will refuse to believe and follow Jesus 

regardless of the amount of evidence before them. There must be a change of heart.  

 

4. The Purpose of His compassion (vs. 35).  

 

The Pharisee’s rejection of Jesus seems to point us to the very purpose of 

Jesus compassion. It was deeper than just physical healing. Our clue is found 

in [vs. 35]. We know that vs. 35 is significant because is an exact, word for 

word replica, of 4:23. This is significance because it points to the priority of 

Jesus teaching and preaching. His works validated the good news of the 

Kingdom He preached. The purpose of His compassion was to bring people 

into the kingdom of God.  

 

So what was this good news? It was a message of true righteousness born 

out of grace. It was a message of hope that was found by trusting in Jesus 

Himself. The gospel Jesus was proclaiming would ultimately be established 

through His sacrificial death, whereby His suffering would be the means by 

which sin would be atoned for, for all who trust in Him. 

 

But the kingdom He promoted was not the kingdom of the Pharisees. The 

Kingdom of God, as Jesus announced it, would require the self-made 

kingdom of the Pharisees to fall. But they wanted their own kingdom and 

would cling to it regardless, of how powerfully God’s kingdom was affirmed 

in the ministry of Jesus.  

 

This is still true for some people today. They may investigate the claims of 

Jesus and yet turn away, not because of a lack of evidence, but because 

they don’t want to disrupt their own kingdom, to follow Christ. Yet the cost 

will be eternal.  

 

5. Prayer for the spread of His ministry of compassion (vs. 36-38).  

 

[vs. 36-38] 

 

What did Jesus see when He scanned the multitudes of people? He saw 

people who were harassed or oppressed. Today we would use the world 

bullied. And as a result they were helpless and downcast. They were 

disheartened. Jesus saw the people as sheep without shepherd, vulnerable 

and on their own, with no one to care for them or protect them.  

 

This brings back a picture from Ezekiel 34 where God had the same 

impression of His people in that day. The prophet condemns the shepherds 

saying, “those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you 

have not healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you have 

not brought back, nor have you sought for the lost; but with force and with 

severity you have dominated them” (Ezek 34:4). What a picture of the 

Scribes and Pharisees in Jesus’ day!  

 

God went on to declare that He was against the shepherds but would have 

compassion on His people by shepherding them Himself: “’I will feed my 

flock and I will lead them to rest,’ declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, 

bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick…” (Ezek 

34:15-16).  

 

This is precisely what Jesus is doing. He rails against the harsh legalism of 

the Pharisees and extends grace and healing to a people who have lacked 

true spiritual shepherds. Out of deep compassion, they kind you can feel at 

the pit of your stomach, Jesus says to His disciples, look how great the need 

is: “the harvest in plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beg the Lord 

of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest” (37-38).  

 

Was so interesting is that immediately in chapter 10, Jesus will commission 

the 12 to do the very work that He Himself has been doing and commission 

them to preach to the lost sheep of Israel that the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand (10:1, 6-8). Jesus is raising up new shepherds from among the very 

disciples he called to pray for workers.  

 

What’s so remarkable about this call to pray for a multiplication of workers 

is that God in Himself already has an infinite depth of compassion, and yet 

He longs for His ministry of compassion to be yet expanded all the more 

through the lives of His people. Do we have the same depth of compassion 

for the lost that Jesus has? When we see people, do we ache for them to 

know Christ and be spared of eternal judgment? Oh, how we need to be a 

church that is praying for workers in the harvest. How we need to be ready 



to answer the call with every opportunity God gives us to share the hope of 

Christ.  

 

How will you respond to the compassion of Christ?  

 

� Will you be like many in the crowd who may have been impressed 

by what they saw of Jesus but didn’t have their own personal 

encounter with Jesus? Indifference cannot get you into the kingdom 

of heaven.  

� Will you be like the Pharisees who were exposed to the truth of who 

Jesus is yet outrightly rejected Him as Savior and Lord because they 

would not give up their own self-made kingdom?  

� Or will you come to Him like the blind men, believing that He is able 

to save you and experiencing the power of His compassion and 

grace to change you, to save you?  

� Will you plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers and 

will you be ready to be His hands and feet of compassion in your 

world?  


