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INTRODUCTION 

1. Illustration: Halloween candy 
2. Transition: Theo and Rosie were happy to give Dad a piece of their 

candy because they knew that the bounty in their buckets was freely 
given to them. And in the end, one piece was no loss. This idea gets at 
the heart of this morning’s passage. It was this idea that grounded the 
apostle’s first missionary journey in the 1st Century; and it’s this same 
idea that ought to ground our mission today: generosity is the 
foundation for all mission because free gifts (should) produce free 
givers. 
 

3. Proposition: Because we have received freely from God, give 
yourself freely to others as one sent into the Lord’s plentiful harvest. 
 

BODY 
1. Observations 

a. “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few, therefore 
pray… go to the lost sheep of Israel” (9:37-8; 10:6) 

b. When confronted with the great need before us, do we pray or 
do we go? YES! 

c. Though we’ve already been introduced to four (Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John from 4:18-21), the rest of the twelve are 
formally introduced here. This was a diverse group who 
composed the apostles: fishermen, a tax collector, a zealot, and 
even a betrayer. 

d. This passage describes a particular event at a particular time 
and because of this… 
i. And discontinuities (differences) 
ii. This passage has both continuities (similarities) with today’s 

mission  
 

2. Discontinuities with today’s mission 
a. Apostolic authority (v. 1, 8) 

i. Miraculous signs: 
1. Casting out demons 
2. Healing sicknesses 

3. Raising the dead (no record of this until Acts) 
ii. Purpose: authenticate the message of the kingdom 

b. Limited scope of missionary activity (vv. 5-6) 
c. Itinerate, temporary model of ministry (v. 11, 14a) 

  
3. Continuities with today’s mission 

a. Principles for Christian mission (the “what”) 
i. Jesus’ authority is the basis for mission (v. 1; cf. 28:18) 
ii. God’s gift as the motivation for mission (v. 8) 

1. Generosity delivered us from our sin and brought us to 
God; and it’s generosity that fuels the Christian’s love for 
others 

2. Why would Jesus choose fishermen, a tax collector, a 
zealot 

3. Like most things, I think we are prone to let duty become 
the driving force behind obedience but that’s NOT what 
we see here!  

iii. Sacrificial dependence as the posture for mission (9-11) 
1. If we have been given all things in Christ, we are free to 

live sacrificially for the sake of mission! 
iv. Speech as the activity of mission (v. 14)  

1. “Or heed your words...”  
2. See also Acts 4:12, “For there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
 

b. Strategies for Christian mission (the “how”) 
i. Go where the Kingdom is not yet known 
ii. Alleviate suffering (“heal the sick…”), especially eternal 

suffering, knowing we cannot eliminate suffering till Christ 
returns. 

iii. Look for persons of peace (build bridges) 
iv. Know when to move on 

 
CONCLUSION/APPLICATION 

1. Are you part of this Kingdom Jesus’ apostles preached? 
a. Have you received God’s generosity towards you through the 

gift of new life in Christ? 
b. Are you living in submission to Jesus’ authority? 
c. “The Kingdom of God is at hand, repent and believe.” Don’t 

delay! 
 

2. Which principle is hardest for you to embrace? 
a. Do you struggle to believe Jesus’ authority over this world 

and his purposes for you in this world? 
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b. Are you motivated for mission? If not, what is deficient in your 
belief about God’s free gift of eternal life? 

c. Are you willing to risk it all for the gospel? What would be 
the most difficult thing to give up? 

d. Do you fear opening your mouth to avoid ridicule from those 
who scoff at religion? Are you convinced it’s what people 
need most? 
 

3.  Which strategies have you not considered? 
a. Where is Christ not known? Do you go there? Are we part of 

that movement? 
b. What bridges need to yet be built with those around you? 

What does suffering look like in our communities? How are 
we alleviating this suffering? Are we partnering with folks 
who do this well abroad? 

c. What new opportunities are we missing out on because we 
are too focused on ineffective ministry or non-responsive 
people? 
 

4. Bread & Cup 
a. If generosity is what grounds and fuels Christian mission, it’s 

only right that we remember the kind of generosity God has 
shown us in Christ.  

b. THIS is what communion is all about. 
c. As the ushers come forward, I’d like to remind folks that if 

you have not personally received God’s generosity, please 
let the elements pass.  

d. As the elements are passed around, I’d invite you to reflect 
on God’s generosity towards you this morning 

 


