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Hugh Latimer was a minister in England in the 1500’s who became a 

reformer before the famous protestant reformation. He preached publicly 

on the need for the Bible to be translated into English, which was risky 

because the first translation into English by William Tyndale had recently 

been banned. As Latimer continued to promote reformation beliefs, he was 

imprisoned on at least two occasions and was eventually tried for his beliefs 

and burned at the stake.1  

 

At one point during Latimer’s ministry, he was preaching in the presence of 

of King Henry the VIII (8th). As he was preaching he said to himself, “Latimer! 

Latimer! Remember that the king is here; be careful what you say.” Then he 

said to himself, “Latimer! Latimer! Remember that the King of kings is here; 

be careful what you do not say.” Certainly this must have been a critical 

moment for Latimer in preaching the gospel without compromise. Perhaps 

is was a crucial step toward his resolved to be true to Christ, even in the 

face of death. He became a man who “feared failing God more than he 

feared failing men.”2 

 

Perhaps none of us will have the opportunity to preach in the presence of 

kings and presidents but we all face the choice that Latimer faced. Which 

voice will you listen to, man’s or God’s? When the two are in opposition to 

each other, will the fear of God or the intimidation of men old more weight? 

Which will you chose to honor?  

 

As we return to Matthew 10, we come to a portion of Jesus’ instructions to 

His disciples that prepares them for the day when they will have to choose 

between the fear of God and the intimidation of men who are hostile to the 

gospel.  
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Let me begin by giving you’re a brief orientation to our passage before we 

dig in deeper. Verses 24-31 function as both warning and comfort to the 

disciples and us.  

 

It functions as a warning in several ways so that we will fear God:  

� Jesus’ followers will face real danger because of the world’s hostility 

to the gospel. Some will reject the message with such hatred that 

they will even kill the messengers.  

� Jesus warns us that when face the world’s hostility, we will be 

tempted to cave in, to shrink back from being faithful to the gospel 

when severe pressure mounts.  

� God’s judgment in the end carries far more weight than the present 

persecution of the world. They may kill the body, but He can destroy 

the soul.  

 

However, our passage also functions as a comfort in several ways so we will 

trust God:  

� God knows how to care for you and He will—He is your Father. This 

doesn’t mean that won’t face persecution but it does mean that we 

will never face it apart from God’s simultaneous care and comfort. 

Nothing escapes God’s notice.  

� In as much as the world as power to kill the body, God has final 

judgment over the soul. No evil befalls the righteous but what God 

will vindicate them in the end. Perfect justice will come.  

 

The warnings and comforts function together as incentives for us to heed 

God’s voice over man’s. We might summarize it this way: Fearing and 

trusting God with uncompromising loyalty frees us from fearing man’s 

opposition to the gospel.  

 

Jesus gives us 3 reasons not to fear when we face the world’s opposition to 

the gospel. Let me give them to you in the form of exhortations.  

 

1. Knowing the rejection of Christ and the inevitable revelation of 

gospel truth, do not fear the world’s opposition [vs. 24-27]. 

2 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary: Matt 8-15, pg. 222.  



 

Jesus reminds us that as His followers, the world will not treat us better 

than it treated Him. The disciple won’t have more respect than the teacher 

or we might say, the intern won’t have any more respect than the CEO. The 

slave won’t be treated better than the master. Jesus reminds us that He was 

called Beelzebul, a colloquium for Satan, so we should not expect better 

treatment than He received from the world.  

 

In the face of such opposition, Jesus says, “do not fear.” Being a follower of 

Christ will mean facing opposition by the world. Rather than being paralyzed 

by fear, respond to such intimidation by proclaiming the gospel from the 

housetops. In other words, preach publicly and boldly. Because, vs. 26: 

“there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, nothing hidden that 

will not be known.” In other words, we must not regard the gospel as 

secretive. It is our calling to make the gospel known!  

 

Jesus encourages us with the reality that the truthfulness of who Christ is 

and His gospel will emerge in such a way that its power will eventually be 

undeniable. There’s a sense here in which the opposition of the world 

should actually embolden us rather than intimidate us. In fact, we see this in 

Acts 4 when Peter and John were arrested and threatened not to preach in 

Jesus’ name, the church, rather than establishing safety protocol, prayed for 

boldness and that’s what they got!  

 

Jesus message to us is to remember that we follow a Suffering Servant 

whose gospel will ultimately prevail. So respond to fear with emboldened 

faithfulness to the gospel we have be called to proclaim.  

 

2. Knowing the supreme power of God to destroy the soul, do not 

fear those who can merely kill the body [vs. 28].  

 

As believers, we need to stop thinking that death is the worst thing that 

could happen to us. It is the worst thing that could happen to an unbeliever 
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because physical death seals their eternity of damnation under the wrath of 

God. But death for the believer results in ultimate joy and eternal reward.  

Believers can live with the greatest confidence when the world threatens us 

with their greatest weapon of death. The world’s greatest weapon may 

cause great pain and suffering to our bodies, yet our death seals an eternity 

with God where we will experience only joy and never suffer evil or pain or 

sadness again.  

So the believer can say, “what’s the worst they can do to me?”3 My body 

they may kill, but my soul will remain “untouched and happy in God 

forever.”4  My soul is forever safe in the hands of Christ. If they kill me, they 

expediate my promotion to the heavenly courts.  

Yet we are human and threat of death can cause fear. So how do we 

overcome that fear? The answer is found in fearing the only One who has 

ultimate authority over the body and soul. Fear God! In other words, we 

need to weigh out the difference between the short-term advantage of 

preserving human approval (which is avoiding suffering) and the humanly 

risky but long-term benefit of faithfulness to Christ.5 Which has graver 

consequences in the end? The wrath of man or the wrath of God?  

Ecclesiastes, the book on life in a fallen world, ends by saying “The 

conclusion when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His 

commandments, because this applies to every person. For God will bring 

every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or 

evil” (Eccl 12:13-14).  

Fearing God above all else has many advantages. For example,  

� The Fear of God minimizes all other fears. When we weigh all 

things in light of the ultimate authority of God, who secures the 

safety of our soul and who will bring righteous judgment to those 

who persecute us, we can face the fear of lesser powers with 

courage.  

 

� The Fear of God delivers us from the snare of the fear of man.  

5 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew (NICNT), pg. 405.  



Proverbs 29:25 says, “The fear of man proves to be a snare.” Why? 

Because when we live in the fear of man or live for the approval of 

man, it will always lead to compromise and sin because we live as 

though man’s perspective is more important than God’s 

perspective. But when we walk in the fear of God, man’s opinions 

and threats lose their power. The fear of God minimizes all other 

fears and delivers us from the snare of the fear of man. That’s why 

Proverbs says that… 

� The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 11:10; Prov 

9:10). When we walk in the fear of God we live under His protection 

and favor and we live free from the deceit of sin.  

 

The Fear of God says, “it is never worth it to shrink back from our 

faithfulness and obedience to God.  

The fear of God says, “there is no immediate danger ‘worth’ abandoning the 

eternal promise gospel. 

The fear of God says, I believe in His righteous judgment against sin and His 

sovereign care for His children.  

 

It is the fear of God and the hope of the gospel that has sustained the faith 

and obedience of millions of believers in the face of death. In the dark ages 

alone, its estimated that as many as 50 million believers were martyred. 

Perhaps we should say of them, “they feared man so little because they 

feared God so much.”6 

 

Are these truths relevant today? Just this week someone sent me an article 

about John Allen Chau, a 26-year-old who was martyred just over a week 

ago in his attempt to bring the gospel to the unreached Sentinelese tribal 

people on the Island of North Sentinel (under the jurisdiction of India). A 

Sentinelese boy shot John with an arrow but John was saved from the initial 

attack because the arrow struck his Bible which he was holding to his chest. 

When John returned the next day to make contact with the tribe again, he 

was fatally shot and buried by the tribe.  
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What would give John and many others the courage to approach a tribe, 

known for its violent hostility to others. Only the fear of God and the love of 

Christ. He was faithful to the gospel because he feared and loved Christ 

more than He feared those who could only kill the body. For John, to live 

was Christ, and to die was gain!  

 

3. Knowing the providential care of God, do not fear the cost of 

faithfulness to Christ [29-31]. 

 

Finally, Jesus comforts us with the reassurance that the God who is 

sovereign over all is our loving Father. We are never promised that we will 

not suffer, but we are promised that when we suffer, it is never apart from 

God’s intimate care for us. He is so near, so intimately interested in our 

well-being, that He even knows the number of hairs on our head.  

 

People often think that God cares about the big stuff but is not concerned 

about the little details. But here Jesus makes the opposite point. He says, If 

God cares for sparrows which are only worth a half a penny a piece, how 

much more will He care for His children who He values so much more. 

“God’s sovereignty over the tiniest details should give us confidence that He 

also superintends in the larger matters.”7 Not even a sparrow will fall to the 

ground apart from your Father’s will! No evil befalls us, but what comes to 

the filter of God’s sovereign hands. And therefore, no suffering befalls you 

apart from God’s intimate care and attention in which He is working to form 

you into the likeness of Christ who suffered personal loss to extend eternal, 

saving grace to sinners.  

 

So when you face the hostility of the world, and being true to the gospel is 

costly, do not fear. God is with you. Though the world rejects you, the 

Father embraces you, especially in the moment of your suffering.   

 

Where was God when John Allen Chau lay bleeding to death on the beach of 

North Sentinel? He was with Him, intimately sharing in His suffering, holding 

His soul secure, and securing his eternal joy which is now his in full. Where 

was God when Hugh Latimer was burning at the stake? He was sustaining 

7 D.A. Carson, Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, pg. 255.  



his faith, securing his soul, and multiplying his eternal reward. If you could 

ask Hugh Latimer or John Allen Chau if being faithfulness to Christ was 

worth the cost, they would say, “Cost? The cost was momentary. The 

reward is eternal and infinitely greater!”  

 

So what should we take away from our passage? 

When you encounter the hostility of the world for being faithful to Christ 

and speaking the gospel to those who are lost, remember… 

� Christ also suffered for you 

� The gospel we proclaim will prevail 

� Those who kill the body cannot harm the soul 

� God knows, God is with you, and He is working out His eternal 

purposes. 

 

It may not cost us our lives to share the gospel this week, yet such resolve is 

built over a thousand smaller choices to the faithful to Christ with our faith 

and obedience. Perhaps all of us will have to make more subtle choices this 

week, like choosing… 

� The Fear of God over the fear of man 

� The approval of God over the approval of people 

� The cost of sacrifice over the love of comfort  

� The eternal reward that will never end over immediate earthly 

pleasures that will not last 

 

May our confidence be in this, that the God who avenges evil, vindicates the 

righteous, loving cares for His children so that not even a single hair is 

unaccounted for, is our Father.   

 

May it be said of us, “they feared man so little because they feared God so 

much!”  

May it be said of us, “they feared man so little because the trusted God and 

loved Christ so much.”  

May it be true of us that “to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil 1:21). That 

can only be true if Christ is your treasure.   

 


