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If I had to pick a season in which I love preaching the most, it would be 

Thanksgiving. And I think it is because I love the providence of God so much. 

By providence, I mean the sovereign care, protection, and guidance of the 

Lord—the Lord who provides, the Lord who sustains, the Lord our sufficiecy. 

Believers who have tasted and seen the goodness of the Lord find the 

affections of their heart drawn to the providence of God and the result is 

that gratitude and thanksgiving become the very fiber of their being.  

 

Here’s my burden for my family and for my church family: To be a people 

who are so fundamentally in touch with the grace and graciousness of God 

that no earthly tragedy could ultimately shatter our gratitude.  

 

What I am not interested in is necktie gratitude. What’s the purpose of a 

necktie? It has no functional use. It is merely an ornament. I may look better 

when I wear it. I may feel better when I wear it. But it doesn’t actually 

change who I am. If we say, “I should be more thankful” because it will 

make me feel better or look better to other people it will not be sustained 

when life gets hard.  

 

What I am interested in is that kind of gratitude and thanksgiving that 

actually gets stronger, deeper, richer as the result of walking through trials. 

How does that happen? When we encounter trials and respond to them by 

trusting in God, He responds to our faith with answered prayer whereby we 

experience His sufficiency, resulting in deeper gratitude for His grace.  

 

A life of deep gratitude is the reward of those who trust the Lord through 

life’s bitter trials. Thankfulness is the result of walking through deep valleys 

of prayer where we are desperate for God and find Him to be faithful.  

 

One’s gratitude is only as valuable as its power to sustain a thankful soul 

through life’s trials. That means that the source of your gratitude cannot be 

something that is subject to change or ruin. In fact, your gratitude must be 

anchored in the only reality that is unchanging which is God Himself, out of 

which flows His promises and grace.  

 

The essence of thanksgiving is not about counting our blessings or being 

grateful for what we have. The essence of thanksgiving is about honoring 

God as the God He is. This is why ornamental and occasional thanksgiving 

for the believer is insufficient. Thanksgiving must bleed out of the very fiber 

of who we are because we know the Lord and the only fitting response to 

God is one of gratitude. Romans 1:21 is what drove this home to me. The 

very reason God gave man over to the depravity of their hearts is because 

although “they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks.”  

 

At the very essence of our being as created creatures, we are dependent on 

our Creator to give us purpose and to sustain us, and any response to God 

short of gratitude is to deny who God is.  

 

As we come to Psalm 118, the Psalmist is clearly in touch with who God is. 

And it dramatically impacts the way he responds to life. What we are going 

to see is that those who know the Lord should bear at least 5 

characteristics.  

1. Believers should walk in strong confidence. I’m not talking about 

obnoxious and arrogant self-confidence paraded by the world. I’m 

talking about living free of anxiety and worry, being able to embrace 

the hardest places in life. There is a confidence that should stem 

from the unrivaled strength of God in whom we trust. In other 

words, believers should be the most secure people on the face of 

the earth.  

2. All believers should be characterized by deep gratitude. Having 

tasted of the goodness of the Lord and daily walking in His grace, we 

should never get over how thankful we are. Believers should be the 

most thankful people on the face of the earth!   

3. All believers should we known as humble people. Knowing who God 

is in all His glory, knowing who we have been in our sinfulness, and 

knowing how gracious God has been to with His salvation should 

this defining result: Believers should be the most humble people on 

the face of the earth.  



4. All believers should be known for their persistent hope. Given the 

power of God to intervene in the present and eternal promise of the 

gospel for future, it would be sinful for believers to be overcome by 

pessimism. We should always look to the horizon with hope, even if 

we have to look a far forward as eternity. Believers should be the 

most hopeful people on the face of the earth.  

5. All believers should be God-centered, God-saturated, and God-

absorbed. The very essence of being a believer is that you know God 

(and honor Him as the God He is), you are reconciled to God, you 

love God, and you align your life to God. God-entranced believers 

should be the most joyful people on the face of the earth.  

 

These are some of the themes interwoven throughout Psalm 118. Let me 

summarize it this way: Because God has no equal, those who trust in Him 

can live with confidence in His triumph and gratitude for His deliverance 

on the basis of His on the basis of His enduring goodness and covenant 

faithfulness. Let’s take a closer look.  

 

A Call to Thanksgiving (vs. 1-5) 
 

Psalm 118 begins with a call to Thanksgiving in vs. 1-5: “Give thanks to the 

Lord, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting” (vs. 1) Here the 

psalmist anchors his gratitude in the goodness of God which he will never 

cease to experience because the lovingkindness of the Lord is everlasting for 

those who trust in Him. The word for lovingkindness here is chesed—God’s 

covenant love and faithfulness that is manifested through every good 

attribute of God to those who trust in Him. His chesed involves His love, 

mercy, grace, faithfulness, kindness, generosity, and favor lavished on those 

who trust in Him.  

 

This very declaration (“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for his 

lovingkindness is everlasting”) is used more than 8 times in the OT. You 

might think of it as a summary of the heart of OT worship, the cry of praise 

from those who have experienced the divine blessing of a covenant 

relationship with God. He is with them. He is for them.  

 

The psalmist continues in on this theme:  

• vs. 2: “let Israel say, ‘His lovingkindness is everlasting.’”—this is the 

very identity of the people of God 

• vs. 3: “Let the house of Aaron [the priesthood] say, ‘His loving 

kindness is everlasting.’”—this is the heart of their worship!  

• Vs. 4: “let those who fear the Lord say, “His lovingkindness is 

everlasting.” –this is the very experience of those who fear the 

Lord. Those who trust in the Lord will never cease to experience His 

faithfulness.  

 

A Testimony of Answered Prayer that Strengthens One’s 

Confidence in God (vs. 5-9) 
 

In vs. 5-9, the Psalmist now gives his testimony that has given rise to his 

thanksgiving: [vs. 5] We don’t know the precise historical situation that 

Psalmist is referring to  other than some kind of deliverance from his 

enemies. But the Psalmist knew what to do when He found Himself in a 

distressing situation. He called out to the Lord and the Lord answered Him 

and set him in a large place. The image that comes to mind here is that he is 

no longer on a precarious ledge, but in a place of safety from which he could 

easily see the enemy approaching.  

 

God’s intervention has strengthened his confidence in the Lord: [vs. 6]. Do 

you hear his confidence? If God is with him and for him, the only way that 

man can touch him is by God’s permission. [vs. 7] Perhaps the king looks 

around and sees the mighty men who risk their lives to protect him. Yet 

among those few who stand with him is the none other than Lord God 

Almighty. The Lord has no equal. His strength is unrivaled, therefore the the 

psalmist is confident that he “will look with satisfaction on those who hate 

him.” That is, he will triumph over them. He will be left standing to look 

upon their defeat because the Lord is with him. Here’s the sense: Those 

who trust in the Lord  will triumph because the Lord will not, cannot, be 

defeated.  

 

This is why He says in [vs. 8]. Even the best of men, like princes, cannot 

deliver like the Lord. When you abide in the shadow of the Almighty, when 

you trust in the Lord, you will not be defeated. Now does this mean that we 



will never be touched by evil? No, but it does mean that what tribulation 

touches our lives is not apart from greater divine purposes. So be careful 

that you not grumble. Whatever trials God permits in your life are not 

without purposes He wants to fulfill for your ultimate good and His glory.  

 

The Severity of the Trial and the Superior Strength of the 

Lord (vs. 10-18).  
 

Now in vs. 10-18, the psalmist further describes the severity of the trial so 

that we can appreciate the magnitude of God’s deliverance and the praise 

He deserves.  

 

[vs. 10-13] The psalmist wants us to grasp how his enemies greatly 

outnumbered him, they swarmed in on him like bees. Yet like a fire among 

the thorns which springs up quickly with lots of crackling noise, they died 

out just as fast because the Lord came to his aid.  

 

What about this refrain that is repeated 3x’s: “In the name of the Lord I will 

surely cut them off.” What a statement of confidence! He is fearless. This is 

what’s going through his mind as the enemies swarm in like bees: “In the 

name of the Lord I will surely cut them off.” Where does this confidence 

come from? He trusts in the Lord! The Lord, who has no equal. The Lord 

who has no rival to match His strength. Those who trust in the Lord will 

triumph because the Lord will not, cannot, be defeated. No harm will 

befall you but what is filtered through the hand of God for His divine 

purpose.  

 

In light of God’s great deliverance, the psalmist declares, “The Lord is my 

strength and song, and He has become my salvation” (vs. 14). Notice that vs. 

14 is taken from the Song of Moses (Ex 15:2). Just after Israel crossed the 

Red Sea where God delivered them from Pharaoh, Moses sang, “The LORD 

is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God, 

and I will praise Him; My father's God, and I will extol Him." The LORD is a 

warrior; The LORD is His name.”  

 

                                                           
1 W.S. Plumer, Psalms, pg. 1016.  

What I want to point out to you here is the continuity of God’s covenant 

faithfulness that can be traced through the ages. The Song which Moses 

sang is picked up by the Psalmist. The same covenant faithfulness and 

salvation of which they sang would find its greatest display at the cross as 

we will soon see. The Song of Moses will also be sung by the angels in 

Revelation 15. Do you see how the lovingkindness of the Lord is everlasting? 

In every age believers can sing of His salvation.  

 

In vs. 15-16, the victory song is heard throughout the tents of the righteous. 

Earlier the psalmist had 3x’s declared, “In the name of the Lord I will surely 

cut them off” expressing His confidence in God as His helper. Now three 

times they sing, “The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. The right hand of 

the Lord is exalted. The right hand of the Lord does valiantly.” What a 

confirmation that God has honored their trust in Him.  

 

So what does it mean to say that the right hand of the Lord does valiantly? A 

very close parallel in the song of Moses gives us the sense: “Your right hand, 

O Lord, is majestic in power, Your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 

And in the greatness of your excellence You overthrow those who rise up 

against You” (Ex. 15:6-7).  

 

This is why the Psalmist concluded in vs. 17, “I will not die, but live, and tell 

of the works of the Lord.” ‘I’m not going to die. The Lord is with me. I’m 

trusting in the Lord.’ But Ty, don’t people die trusting in the Lord? Yes, but 

never outside of God’s sovereign decrees. But Ty, doesn’t danger and harm 

befall believers? Yes, but never outside of God’s providence. Hence, in vs. 

18 he says, “The Lord has disciplined me severely, but He has not given me 

over to death.” He may discipline me within an inch of my life, but I will not 

die apart from God willing it.  

 

One old Puritan said, “We gain a great advantage in all our trials when we 

see God’s hand in everything; when we are willing to crucify the flesh and it 

affections and lusts; when we are submissive to the divine appointment, 

knowing that the Lord doth not afflict…but for our profit, that we may be 

partakers of His holiness.”1 

 

In other words, there is great benefit in looking for the hand of God in our 

suffering to sanctify us and make us like Christ. Do you live as though your 



present circumstance is merely a matter of happen-chance, or do you live  

as though each moment is by the divine appointment of God. If you live as 

though life is merely circumstantial, you will miss most of what God is doing. 

But if you live as though God is sovereign over all things in life, you will be 

poised to receive His sanctifying work and be ready to embrace 

opportunities to minister to others.  

 

Thanksgiving for Answered Prayer (vs. 19-21) 
 

Having reflected on what God has done, the psalmist now approaches God 

with His offering of Thanksgiving in vs. 19-21. He says, [19-21]. In essence, 

He’s saying only the righteous can go through the gate of righteousness to 

God who Himself is perfect righteousness. The question is, who are the 

righteous? Those who trust in the Lord. The Psalmist trusts in the Lord and 

so He says, open the gate that I may being my thanksgiving to the Lord for 

His salvation.  

 

God’s Marvelous choice (vs. 22-29) 
 

In this final section of Psalm 118, the psalmist pauses to marvel at God’s 

ways. [vs. 22-29] These verses are like a mirror in which many different 

people can see themselves.  

� The Psalmist sees himself here. He was like a stone rejected by men, 

yet the Lord chose to save him from all his enemies. He was small 

and despised by world but God has given him reason to rejoice. It 

could only be God’s doing, and the psalmist marvels at what God 

has done.  

� As this psalm was used in worship through the centuries, perhaps 

Israel saw herself here. A small nation despised by the world but 

chosen by God to be a building block of His kingdom. It could only 

be God’s doing and how they marveled that God chose the weak 

and despised to shame the strong.  

� Yet the psalmist spoke better than He knew. He spoke not only of 

His own experience but also prophesied of the Messiah who would 

ultimately fulfill these words. The Apostle Peter made the 

connection in I Peter 2 when He wrote, “for this is contained in 

Scripture: ‘Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner 

stone, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.’  This 

precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who 

disbelieve, ‘the stone which the builders rejected, this became the 

very cornerstone,’ and , ‘a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense’” 

(I Pet 2:6-8).  

 

In as much as the writer of Psalm 118 was not disappointed when he trusted 

in the Lord, so those who trust in Christ will not be disappointed—they will 

be saved! Christ was rejected by men at the cross, but chosen by God to 

save through His death. And we marvel at what God has done.  

 

Speaking better than they knew, the crowds ushered Jesus into Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday with the words of Psalm 118:25-26: “O Lord, do save 

[Hosannah]! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”   

 

Those who trust in Christ for salvation alone can say with the psalmist, “You 

are my God, I will give thanks to You; You are my God, I extol You. Give 

thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His lovingkindness is everlasting.”  

 

Here’s what I hope you see (and love to see) in Psalm 118:  

 

� Because God has no equal, because he is unrivaled in His strength, 

and because He is with you and for you in Christ, you can walk 

with confidence in a world of danger.  

 

� Because of God’s unfailing power to deliver, not only in daily 

circumstances, but ultimately to deliver us from sin through Christ, 

our lives can overflow with gratitude as the most thankful people 

on the face of the earth. 

 

The key to a life of deep gratitude is not found in merely reciting all the 

things that we should be thankful for. The key to a life of deep gratitude is 

tasting and seeing that the Lord is good, that His lovingkindness is 

everlasting for those who trust in Him.  

 

 



 

 

Appendix:  

 

The God-centeredness of Psalm 118: 

� The Lord is good (1) 

� His lovingkindness is everlasting (1) 

� The Lord is to be feared (4) 

� The Lord answers prayer (5) 

� The Lord delivers (5) 

� The Lord is for/with me (6-7) 

� The Lord is supreme (6) 

� The Lord is my helper (7) 

� The Lord vindicates the righteous (7) 

� The Lord is my refuge (8-9) 

� The Lord is a divine warrior (10-13) 

� The Lord overcomes (13) 

� The Lord is my strength (14) 

� The Lord is my song (14) 

� The Lord is my salvation (14) 

� The Lord is valiant (15) 

� The Lord is exalted (16) 

� The Lord is the object of praise and source of joy (15) 

� The Lord disciplines His children (18) 

� The Lord is merciful (18) 

� The Lord is the object of all thanksgiving (19) 

� The Lord is righteous (20) 

� The Lord is rejected (22) 

� The Lord is the choice corner stone (22) 

� The Lord is creator (24) 

� The Lord gives blessing (25) 

� The Lord is God (27) 

� The Lord gives light (27) 

� The Lord is worthy of sacrifice (27) 

� The Lord is my God (28) 

� The Lord is extoled (28) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


