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This morning we are beginning a new mini-series for Christmas called, “The 

Greatest Miracle: God Incarnate Here to Dwell.” There are so many things 

that clamor for our attention at Christmas time that we might overlook the 

significance of that one mysterious word that we rarely use yet it captures 

the heart of Christmas more than any other—incarnation.  

 

It’s a word we sing yet may struggle to explain. For example, the subtitle of 

this series, “God Incarnate Here to Dwell” is the line of a Chris Tomlin song 

we sing at Christmas (which we will sing at the end of this service). Or how 

about vs. 2 of Hark the Herald Angels sing: “veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

hail the incarnate deity.”  

 

God Incarnate  

 

So what do we mean when we use the word incarnate? The Incarnation of 

Christ refers to the fullness of deity and the fullness of manhood coming 

together in the one person of Jesus Christ. John Murray refers to the 

incarnation as the “the conjunction in one person of all that belongs to 

Godhead and all that belongs to manhood.”1   

 

The real mystery and miracle of Christmas is that the second member of the 

Trinity, God the Son, who has always existed eternally in the fullness of all 

that God is, took to Himself human flesh and became a man lacking nothing 

essential to manhood while diminishing nothing of His deity.  

 

As we will see next week in John’s gospel, Christmas does not signify the 

begin of Jesus’ life. He has always existed as the Word, the Son of God, the 

second member of the Trinity. Rather, Christmas celebrates how the Son 

took to Himself manhood and how the one  who always existed as God 

                                                           
1 John Frame, Systematic Theology, pg. 883.  
2 O Come All Ye Faithful 

began to also exist as man. Next week we will look more carefully at just 

how those natures come together, to best of our understanding. But let me 

first of all say, there comes a point where our capacity to understand the 

incarnation is exhausted, and at that point, we must take what we do know 

and proceed by faith to worship Him who we know but who is ultimately 

beyond the scope of human understanding. In other words, we should seek 

to understand as much as we can about the nature and person of Christ. 

Yet, realize that the ultimate end toward which we reach is not perfect 

understanding, but confident faith and joyful worship.  

 

And so we sing, “Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; O come let us 

adore Him, O come let us adore Him…Christ the Lord!”2 

 

So the overarching theme of this Christmas series is the Incarnation of 

Christ, the mystery of His humanity and deity in One person.  

 

This Sunday we are going to focus on the humanity of Christ and the role of 

a virgin birth in the Son of God taking to Himself human flesh.  Next Sunday 

we will focus more on the deity of Christ and now to best understand the 

two natures of Christ being joined in one person.  

 

The Virgin Birth3 

 

Let’s turn our attention now to the virgin birth as the means by which God 

brought about the incarnation. In Luke 1:31, the angel announced to Mary 

that she would conceive in her womb and bear a son. Mary was perplexed 

by this because she well knew that as a virgin she had never been intimate 

with a man. The angel explained to her in vs. 35: “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for 

that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.” In other words, 

the Holy Spirit would bring about a miraculous conception whereby Mary 

3 Technically speaking, it would be best to refer to the “virgin conception” for that is 

where the miracle took place, while His actual birth was a normal human birth.  
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would not only carry a child apart from a man’s intervention, but also a 

miracle whereby God Himself would take to Himself human flesh.  

 

The fact of this miraculous conception is strongly affirmed in Matthew 

chapter 1: Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother 

Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 

found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.  

And Joseph, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned 

to send her away secretly. But when He had considered this, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 

do no be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been 

conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 

She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet:  

:Behold the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call 

His name Immanuel,’ which translated means, “God with us.” 

And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, but kept her a virgin until she 

gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” (Luke 1:18 

 

So, according to the Bible, the fact of a miraculous conception is strongly 

attested. But what is the significance of the virgin birth? Why is it such a big 

deal? Afterall, we sing more about the virgin birth than we do of the actual 

incarnation? Let me suggest four reasons as to why the virgin birth is 

significant:  

 

A. The miracle of the virgin birth points to momentous redemptive 

events in the supernatural character of Christ and His work.4  
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Immediately we see that something greater is happening than has ever 

happened before. The birth of Christ was not the only birth that resulted 

from divine intervention. For example, Isaac, Sampson, Samuel, and John 

the Baptist were all the result of God opening a barren womb to bear sons 

who would play an important part in God’s plan. But in the mountain range 

of miraculous births, the virgin birth of Christ is by far the highest peak. 

Opening a barren womb is one thing, but conceiving a child miraculously 

without any involvement from a man is a far superior miracle. And it points 

to the fact that Jesus Himself would be far superior to any other man and 

His work would far exceed any other person’s role in God’s plan of 

redemption.  

 

Not only does the virgin birth reveal the sovereign power of God,5 it also 

points to the supernatural nature character of Christ Himself and the 

gospel.6 One theologian put it this way: The virgin birth “stands on the 

threshold of the New Testament, blatantly supernatural, defying our 

rationalism, informing us that all that follows belongs to the same 

[supernatural] order as itself and that if we find it offensive there is no point 

in proceeding further. If our faith staggers at the virgin birth what is it going 

to make of the feeding of the five thousand, the stilling of the temptest, the 

raising of Lazarus, the transfiguration, [and] the resurrection….The virgin 

birth is God’s gracious declaration, at the very outset of the gospel,” that our 

intellect can not be our God. We must proceed by faith.7 This doesn’t mean that 

we leave our intellect behind, but it does mean that there is a degree of mystery that God 

has reserved for Himself.  

 

B. The miracle of the virgin birth confirms that Salvation is ultimately 

by God’s grace apart from human intervention.8  

 

No amount of human effort could have produced the God-man we needed 

to save us from our sin. Not only was Joseph by-passed in the process, Mary 

was only a passive participant. No person initiated this event. It was God 

7 Ibid.  
8 Grudem, pg. 529-530; Frame, pg. 886.  



Christmas Series: “The Greatest Miracle: God Incarnate Here to Dwell” 

 

alone, by His grace, on the move to redeem. From the very point of 

conception, the very earliest starting point, God is the one graciously 

initiating a work of salvation by providing Christ to do for us what we could 

never do for ourselves.  

 

“That God was able to work the seemingly impossible in the matter of the 

virgin birth is symbolic of his ability to accomplish the seemingly impossible 

task of granting new birth to sinners.”9 Do you remember the parting 

encouragement that the angel gave to Mary: “Nothing will be impossible 

with God” (Luke 1:37).  

 

In light of this, we must be careful that we don’t begin to think that we will 

somehow contribute to our salvation by our works or anything else. Stop 

striving! God is the one who does the work of saving. Believe, receive, and 

rest in what He has done.  

 

C. The miracle of the virgin birth is the means by which Christ could 

become truly human without sin.10  

 

When we think of Christ being sinless, its easy to only think about Him never 

committing a sin. Yet as human beings, we not only commit sin, we are born 

with sin. Our very nature as humans is tainted by sin, inherited from Adam. 

But the virgin birth makes it possible for Jesus to be truly human (as Adam 

and Eve were before the fall), without a sin nature like ours.  

The angel said to Mary: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child 

will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). The child was holy, not because 

Mary of sinless (ie. Roman Catholic view), but because the Holy Spirit 

miraculously intervened. Through the miracle of the virgin birth, God sent a 
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Savior who would stand outside of Adam’s guilt yet enter the human race 

and save us from the guilt of our sin.  

 

D. The miracle of the virgin birth is the means by which the fullness 

of God and the fullness of humanity could be united in one person 

(incarnation).11  

 

This brings us back to the heart of the incarnation. The virgin birth in the 

means by which God miraculously took to Himself human flesh so that He 

might save us from our sin. Galatians 4:4 says, “But when the fulness of the 

time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in 

order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might 

receive the adoption as sons.” 

 

Fully Man 

 

But why was Jesus humanity so necessary?  

 

1. Jesus had to become a man like us to die as a substitute sacrifice in 

payment for our sin (Heb 2:17).12  

 

Hebrews 10:4 tells us that “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 

take away sin.” The wages of sin is death—man’s death. It would take a 

man’s death to satisfy God’s justice for man’s sin. And so Hebrews 2:17 tells 

us that “He had to be made like His brethren in all things…to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people.” Propitiation means that by His 

death, Jesus fully satisfied God’s just wrath toward our sin so that only 

God’s favor would remain on those who trust in Jesus. Christmas means 

that Jesus could die and save us by that death.  

 

2. Jesus had to become a man like us to live the righteous life of 

obedience we ought to have lived (Rom 5:18-19; 2 Cor 5:21).13  

 

12 Grudem, pg. 540; see also Frame, pg.  884 and Erickson, pg. 721 
13 Grudem, pg. 540.  
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So often we only think about Jesus’ death as the means of our salvation and 

we forget that we not only need to be free of sin’s guilt but also positively 

righteous before God. Jesus does both for us. Not only does He pay sin’s 

penalty for us, He also obeyed God with a righteous life where Adam (and 

the rest of us) failed.  

 

Romans 5:18-19: “As one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, 

so one man’s act of righteousness  leads to acquittal and life for all men. For 

as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s 

obedience many will be made righteous.”  

 

What this means is that when a person receives Christ, not only are our sins 

credited to Christ’s account, but His righteousness is credited to our 

account. Paul said it this way: “God made Christ who knew no sin [that is, 

who live a perfectly righteous life], to be sin [to be regarded as sin or a sin 

offering] on our behalf so that we might become the righteousness of God in 

Him.” (2Cor 5:21). That is, Jesus’s life of perfect obedience to God’s will is 

credited to our account. Christmas means that we can be righteous before 

God because Christ came in the flesh and lived a righteous life. 

 

3. Jesus had to become a man like us to be the example after which 

we are to pattern our lives (1 John 2:6).14  

 

Our goal in life as believers is to become as much like Christ as possible. 

1 John 2:6: “the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the 

same manner as He walked.” Christmas means that we can know how to 

live in a manner pleasing to the Lord because Christ has set the pattern for 

us.  

 

4. Jesus had to become a man like us to adequately mediate 

between God and man (1 Tim 2:5).15  
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Because sin had alienated us from God, we needed someone who mediate 

between God and man, and reconcile us to God. This is the role of the 

priest, to present the sacrifice before God on behalf of the people and 

represent God to the people. Jesus is our High Priest, the only One who 

could effectively represent us before God. 1Tim 2:5: “There is one mediator 

between God and men, that man Jesus Christ.” Christmas means that we 

have a mediator who can reconcile us with God.  

 

5. Jesus had to become a man like us to be a High Priest who could 

sympathize with our weakness and intercede for us (Hebrews 2:17-

18; 4:15-16).16  

 

Because Jesus was fully human and lived a life like ours, He knew what it 

was like to get weary and tired. He experienced hunger and thirst, physical 

weakness and at times even exhaustion.17 He was a carpenter so He would 

have had callouses on his hands. He experienced the trial of difficult people 

and knew the powerful pull of temptation18 yet never gave into its deceitful 

lures. He experienced physical death.19 As a result, Jesus can sympathize 

with us and come to our aid.  

 

Hebrews 2:17: “He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He 

might become a merciful and faithful high Priest….For since He Himself was 

tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those 

who are tempted.”  

 

Hebrews 4:15: “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, 

yet with out sin. Therefore let us draw near to the throne of grace, so that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  

 

Christmas means that we don’t have to face temptation alone. We don’t 

have to face the challenges of life alone. Jesus is able to identify with our 

18 “Only he who successfully resists a temptation to the end fully feels the force of 

that temptation” as opposed to those who give in to the temptation prematurely 

(Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, pg. 539). Jesus endured the full force of 

every temptation during His life on earth.  
19 Luke 23:46 
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weakness and suffering and able to come to our aid as One who has not 

been weakened by sin’s corruption.  

 

6. Jesus had to become a man like us to render Satan and death 

powerless over us (Hebrews 2:14-15).  

 

Hebrews 2:14-15: “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He 

Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might 

render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and 

might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all of 

their lives.” Because Jesus came in the flesh as a man, He ruined Satan’s 

ability to hold the fear of death over us. Christmas means that we are free 

to no longer fear death or Satan because their power has been broken 

through Christ.  

 

7. Jesus had to become a man like us to restore God’s original 

purpose for man to rule over His creation (Gen 1:28; Heb 2:8-9; Mt 

28:18; Eph 1:22; Rev 3:21).20  

 

We know from Genesis 1:28 that God’s intent was for man to subdue the 

earth and rule over it as God’s image-bearing representatives. Yet man’s sin 

corrupted His ability to rule so that Hebrews 2:8 says, “we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to [man].” But “when Jesus came as a man, He was 

able to obey God and thereby have the right to rule over creation as a 

man.”21 Jesus was given all authority in heaven and on earth and God has 

put all things in subjection to Him so that one day we too will reign with 

Him, fulfilling God’s purpose for us to steward His creation.22 Christmas 

means that one day we will fulfill the very purpose of leadership for which 

God put us on this earth. 

 

8. Jesus had to become a man like us to become the pattern for our 

resurrected bodies (1 Cor 15:23, 42-44; Col 1:18).23  

 

When Jesus was raised from the dead with a redeemed, resurrection body, 

He became the “firstfruits” of believers who will also be raised in His 
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likeness with an imperishable, spiritual body in power and glory. Christmas 

means that we will one day have resurrection bodies just like His.  

 

Without God taking to Himself human flesh, becoming a man through the 

incarnation… 

� There would be no payment for our sin 

� We would have no righteousness with which to stand before God 

� We would have no perfect example of godly living  

� We would have no mediator between us and God  

� We would not have a High Priest who could sympathize with our 

weakness and help us when we are tempted 

� We would still be living in fear of death and subject to Satan’s 

power 

� We would have no hope of fulfilling the purpose for which God put 

us on this earth 

� We would not be able to anticipate our redeemed, resurrection 

bodies.  

 

But Jesus did come as a man to make every provision for us. And that’s why 

Christmas is worth celebrating.  

 

 

 

 

22 Matt 28:18; Eph 1:22; Rev 3:21;  
23 Grudem, pg. 542.  


