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BLESSED ARE THE UNOFFENDED 
 

A Sermon from Matthew 11:1-19 

Pastor Nick (12/30/2018) 

 

Introduction 

1. Illustration: Christmas gifts and my History of the Baptists 

final exam. 

 

2. Transition: Given the sin-sick world in which we live and our 

own flawed natures, all of us are prone to remove God’s 

standards and construct our own in their place. It’s been 

happening since Eden. The idea of casting off false 

expectations for Jesus in order to fully embrace all of who he 

is lies at the heart of our passage this morning. 

 

3. Proposition: Since Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel’s messianic Since Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel’s messianic Since Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel’s messianic Since Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel’s messianic 

hope, hope, hope, hope, wholewholewholewhole----heartedly embrace heartedly embrace heartedly embrace heartedly embrace the ways the ways the ways the ways JesusJesusJesusJesus    doesdoesdoesdoes    not not not not 

conform toconform toconform toconform to    your your your your own own own own expectations.expectations.expectations.expectations. 

 

After Jesus had instructed his disciples about how they were to 

conduct themselves after being sent out in chapter 10, Matthew 

shifts his focus away from the nature of faithful mission in the 

kingdom of heaven and onto the nature of identity in the kingdom 

of heaven. In this way, Matthew begins a new section in his gospel 

that invites us to consider (1) Jesus’ identity, (2) John’s identity in 

relation to Jesus, and (3) our own identity in relation to Jesus and 

John. 

 

1.1.1.1. Who is Jesus? (Who is Jesus? (Who is Jesus? (Who is Jesus? (1111----6)6)6)6)    

    

a.  [1-3] At this point in time, Herod Antipas has had John the 

Baptist imprisoned for about year now and for a variety of 

reasons (Ant., 18.5.2), his denouncing the legitimacy of 

Herod’s marriage being the foremost (c.f. Matt. 14:1-12). 

Though we were introduced to John in chapter 3 as the one 

who prepared the way of the LORD (i.e. Jesus) through his 

preaching and baptizing, we come to this text and are a bit 

surprised to read about John’s uncertainty concerning Jesus’ 

identity. “Are You the Expected One,” John asks, “or shall we 

look for someone else?” 

 

I don’t think we should be too hard on John, however. 

Popular notions of the messiah involved his performing 

miraculous deed and offering wise teaching, yes – but it also 

involved political deliverance and divine judgment as well. 

Consider: 

 

Isa. 9:6-7: “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; 

and the government will rest on His shoulders… there will be no 

end to the increase of His government.” 

 

Matt. 3:10, 12: “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees… his 

winnowing fork is in His hand… He will burn up the chaff with 

unquenchable fire.” 

 

And yet, John finds himself in prison at the hands of an 

immoral ruler (who, himself, is just a pawn in a pagan 

empire). Add to this the fact that the corrupt religious 

establishment is still alive and well, continuing to lead Israel 

astray from within. Maybe Jesus isn’t “the guy” after all. 

  

b. [4-5] Jesus responds, not by answering with an explicit “yes” 

or “no” but by summarizing what He’s been up to. He 

references Isa. 35:5-6 and 61:1 which confirms that his 

“works” are precisely the kinds of things that signal the 

fulfillment of Isaiah’s messianic and restorative prophesies. 
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Equally important to note: both Isaiah passages are spoken in 

the immediate context of divine judgment. “Your God will 

come with vengeance” (Isa. 35:4) and, “…the day of 

vengeance of our God” (61:2).  

 

Jesus knows why John’s a bit confused. He’s not doing what 

people thought he should be doing. There were certain – 

popular – expectations one would have to meet in order to 

assume the title of “Christ” or “messiah.” If Jesus is the 

messiah, he’s doing things and saying things that are rather 

unexpected. 

 

Perhaps the popular expectations people had for Jesus had 

been wrong. Perhaps these expectations could get in the way 

and cause people to stumble at what Jesus was saying and 

doing. 

 

And so, Jesus adds, “And blessed is he who does not take 

offense at Me.” More on this a little later. 

 

So who is Jesus? A: The fulfillment of Israel’s messianic hope – 

though not in the ways many had expected. Jesus is the true, 

but unconventional Christ.  

 

2.2.2.2. Who is John? (Who is John? (Who is John? (Who is John? (7777----15151515))))    

    

a. [7-9] Matthew, in ways we’ll soon see, fills out Jesus’ identity 

by including Jesus’ understanding of John and his prophetic 

ministry. Jesus begins by asking some interesting rhetorical 

questions: [read 7-8]. 

 

“A reed shaken by the wind” is most likely a metaphor for a 

preacher “whose message is adapted to fit the prevailing 

mood” of popular culture (France, p. 462). Certainly this was 

not an apt description of John. If folks wanted their ears 

tickled, they wouldn’t have wanted to hear John. John’s 

message grated against the sensibilities of many and it was 

his unwavering commitment to this message that won him his 

prison sentence. 

 

“A man dressed in soft clothing” was an equally inapt 

description of John given his penchant for camel’s hair and 

bugs. Neither John’s message nor his character fit the 

sophistication and refinement of palace clothing. 

 

If the crowds didn’t come out to see John for his popular 

message or posh looks, why did they come? Perhaps it was 

because his message was from God. Perhaps it was because 

he was a true prophet. And not just a true prophet but the last 

true old covenant prophet. 

 

b. [10-11] Read 10-11a. John is the one whom the LORD has 

appointed to prepare his way. Because of this glorious reality, 

no merely natural-born person is of greater significance than 

John the Baptist. 

 

If John is who Jesus says he is, there are significant 

implications for Jesus’ identity. (1) John prepares the LORD’s 

(i.e. Jesus’) way, therefore Jesus is LORD. (2) In chapter 3 

John mentions that Jesus is greater than he is, therefore 

Jesus is not natural-born but born from heaven. Who does 

Jesus think he is, anyway? 

 

Jesus goes further. He ups the anti by highlighting the 

significance of participating in the kingdom of heaven. [Read 

11b]. 
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I think it’s important at this point to remind us about how 

Matthew uses the phrase “kingdom of heaven.” In the 

gospels, the kingdom of heaven is both a public reality (think 

miracles) in the embodied message of Jesus Christ AND a 

private reality (think the beatitudes), realized through saving 

faith in the person and work of Jesus.  

 

Through Jesus’ ministry, heaven broke into this world, 

reversing (on a small scale) the effects of the fall. But 

witnessing (or even preparing the way for) this in breaking of 

heaven is not the same as participating in it.  

 

Genuine participation in this curse-reversal cannot be 

experienced apart from a confident rest (faith) in and whole-

hearted embrace of Jesus Christ. 

 

I’m not prepared to say that John (or any other OT prophet) 

wasn’t saved or died in their sins. I don’t think that’s the point 

Jesus is making here. Instead, I think Jesus is saying that full 

participation in the kingdom of heaven beats prophesying 

about or preparing the way for the kingdom of heaven. The 

reality is: John never saw Jesus rise from the dead. The 

creation of the New Covenant in Jesus’ blood took place 

AFTER John had died.  

 

However godly John was; however significant his role in 

ushering in a new age, he was never able to participate fully 

in that new age in the way that we are today. 

  

c. [12-13] Where Jesus emphasizes the personal aspects of the 

kingdom of heaven in verses 10-11, the public aspects of the 

kingdom are in view in verses 12-15.  

 

[Read 12-13] Sadly, heaven’s in-breaking has not been a 

welcomed event. Everyone from the religious establishment 

to secular rulers has opposed both Jesus and John. Note 

here that the verbal idea of “…take it by force” is not a 

completed action. Instead, the act is on-going (i.e. “violent 

men are seizing it”). This opposition, despite its best efforts, 

has not stopped heaven’s advancement.  

 

In fact, it cannot. Just as it has been prophesied: 

 

d. [14-15] John both is and is not Elijah 

i. He is NOT Elijah because the physical prophet has not 

been re-incarnated in John. The apostle John records 

John the Baptist’s response to those asking, “’What then? 

Are you Elijah?’ and he said, ‘I am not.’” (John 1:21). 

ii. He is Elijah because he is the forerunner of the messiah, 

“in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17) according 

to Mal. 4:5: “Behold I am going to send you Elijah the 

prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day 

of the LORD.” In the same way that the OT Elijah called 

Israel back to covenant faithfulness in the face of 

significant opposition, so John fills this same role (cf. 

David and Jesus). 

 

Who is John? He is the forerunner of the messiah. He makes way 

for none other than the LORD God and does so in the spirit and 

power of Elijah. He is the last, great old covenant prophet, whose 

ministry ushers in the new age of the kingdom of heaven, but 

himself was unable to fully participate in it. Remarkably, where 

John could merely peer into this kingdom, you and I are invited 

to be full participants of it. 

 

3.3.3.3. Who are you? (Who are you? (Who are you? (Who are you? (16161616----19191919))))    
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a. [16-18] Despite Jesus’ identification of John (as the one who’d 

prepare the way of the LORD) and identification with John 

(the one whose way John prepared: Christ, the LORD 

incarnate), an alarming number of people wrote Jesus and 

John off because they didn’t conform to popular 

expectations. [Read 16-19a]. 

 

Jesus likens his generation to children who are annoyed by 

the fact that their peers didn’t play the way they wanted them 

to. This seems like a strange parable, but it’s a fitting 

description of the child-like foolishness of Jesus’ opponents. 

 

Neither John (the ascetic) nor Jesus (the bridegroom) 

conformed to how popular expectation dictated they behave. 

And they were chided for it.  

 

b. [19b] – “Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds” 

 

You think Jesus and John are fools? Just wait. Their wisdom 

will soon be vindicated. 

 

You think you’re wise by passing judgment on Jesus and 

John? Just wait. Your foolishness will soon be exposed. 

 

Conclusion/application [proposition slide][proposition slide][proposition slide][proposition slide] 

 

Perhaps Jesus’ and John’s situation in Matthew 11 seems peculiar 

and far off from any of us… or any of you. Perhaps you didn’t come 

in today with messianic expectations that were popular among Jews 

in 1st Cent. Palestine. I don’t know. 

 

What I do know is that Jesus, no matter what your background, says 

and does things that are unexpected. He speaks and acts in ways 

that you and I don’t expect. Jesus defies popular expectations 

because Jesus isn’t popular. His origins aren’t from popular culture, 

but from heaven. Tim Keller in Reason for God makes this great 

point. “If the message of Jesus really is supernatural, certain aspects 

of it should be offensive in every culture.” 

 

America has no shortage of popular, but false portraits of Jesus. I’m 

not going to go into each one of them this morning, but I do want to 

ask, “What is your portrait of Jesus?” What are your expectations for 

what he should say or how he should behave. 

 

I think if we’re honest, we don’t want to embrace the ways Jesus fails 

to meet our own expectations. We’d rather stand in judgment over 

God and His Word than come under it and reform our expectations. 

But coming under Jesus’ authority is precisely what participation in 

the kingdom of heaven is all about. 

 

None of us like to be confronted with the fact that our expectations 

are wrong. But isn’t that better than failing the exam? 

 

At the end of the day, the Christian life (full participation in the 

kingdom of heaven) isn’t about being someone who misbehaves 

the least. It isn’t even about being someone who has the least 

doctrinal error (although both things are important!).  

 

No, the Christian life is about seeing the fullness of God in Christ, 

with all his divine perfections and absolute authority, and embracing 

him for precisely the ways he doesn’t fit into your box. Your box is 

too small! The Christian life is about ditching the box rather than 

falling over it. This is what it means when Jesus says, “Blessed is he 

who is not caused to sin by me.” 

 

The truth is, we should all be a little offended. If you’ve never been 

offended by Jesus, you haven’t listened closely enough to Scripture. 

The question is what will you do when Scripture offends you? Is God 
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better, purer, truer than your own man-made standards? Will you lay 

down your wisdom for God’s? 

 

I can’t think of a better New Year’s resolution. 


