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This morning is part 2 in our Christmas series, “The Greatest Miracle: God 

Incarnate Here to Dwell.” In this series, we are focusing on what we call the 

incarnation, which is the real mystery and miracle of Christmas, that the 

second member of the Trinity, God the Son, who has always existed 

eternally in the fullness of all that God is, took to Himself human flesh and 

became a man, lacking nothing essential to manhood, while diminishing 

nothing of His deity.  

 

Last week we focused on the humanity of Jesus and we discovered that if 

Jesus had not become a man through the incarnation… 

� There would be no payment for our sin 

� We would have no righteousness with which to stand before God 

� We would have no perfect example of godly living  

� We would have no mediator between us and God  

� We would not have a High Priest who could sympathize with our 

weakness and help us when we are tempted 

� We would still be living in fear of death and subject to Satan’s 

power 

� We would have no hope of fulfilling the purpose for which God put 

us on this earth 

� We would not be able to anticipate our redeemed, resurrection 

bodies.  

 

Today we are going to focus on the deity of Jesus, why it is essential that we 

have a divine Savior, and how the fullness of God and the fullness of man 

can dwell in the one person of Jesus Christ.  

 

Let’s begin by turning our attention to John 1 where John tells the Christmas 

story of the incarnation from a perspective that is different from how we 

usually think about Christmas. Have you noticed how easy it is to be 

distracted from the best and most important things in life? In fact, even 

good things can distract us from the best things if we are not careful.  

 

Well the same is true when it comes to the Christmas story. There are a lot 

of good elements to the Christmas story that can distract us from its most 

precious truths we if are not alert to it. Things like, shepherds, angels, 

heavenly singing, Joseph, Mary, and the star over Bethlehem, not to 

mention wise men from the East. All of these things have a meaningful part 

in the Christmas story but if we focus to exclusively on these “props” we 

may miss the deeper significance of who Christ is.  

 

In John 1, John shows us the incarnation behind the scenes. No camels, 

sheep, or shepherds. Not even angels or Mary and Joseph. His plot begins 

not in Bethlehem with the virgin birth or even in Nazareth where the 

miraculous conception occurred. He begins before time when only God 

existed. John doesn’t want us to miss essential breath-taking truths about 

who this baby in the manger really is.  

 

The Word Became Flesh—God Incarnate Here to Dwell 

 

1. Jesus, the divine Son, is the perfect revelation of God (Jn 1:1). 

“In the beginning was the Word…” 

 

When John speaks of “the Word” He’s not just talking about some concept 

or prophecy. It becomes clear from the context that He is speaking of a 

person—the second member of the Trinity (1:14). But why does He call Him 

the Word? Words are used to communicate, disclose or reveal something. 

Jesus is the full disclosure, the clearest communication, the perfect 

revelation of who God is. He does not just speak for God. He is God Himself 

speaking not only in what He says but also through His very person, as the 

“image of the invisible God” (Col 1:15).   

 

In Greek, “the Word” is logos. To the Greeks logos referred to the abstract 

principle of reason and order in the universe, that is science. To these Greek 

thinkers John is saying the order they see in the universe which holds is all 

together is not a mere abstract principle but the person of Jesus Christ.  
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For Jews, logos was loaded with  rich Jewish background. The Word of the 

Lord in the OT is more than just communication or revelation. It is the 

power of God in action to both create and deliver:  

 

• Psalm 33:6—“By the word of the LORD the heavens 

were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their 

(starry) host. (cf. Gen 1) 

• Psalm 107:20—“He sent forth his word and healed 

them; he rescued them from the grave.” 

 

So Jesus is the wisdom, the mind, behind all true scientific genius and He is 

the power that both brings it into existence and sustains it. He is the perfect 

revelation, the full disclosure of God’s character and ways and He is the 

Agent by which God’s power takes effect. 

The author of Hebrews said it this way: “God, after He spoke long ago to the 

fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last 

days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 

through whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory 

and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the 

word of His power” (Hebrews 1:1-3).  

 

Jesus is the perfect revelation of the all-powerful God.  

 

2. Jesus, the divine Son, is the eternally existing one without 

beginning (Jn 1:1). “In the beginning was the word…” 

 

Where else have you heard the phrase “in the beginning”? Genesis 1:1! 

John 1:1 and Genesis 1:1 are both referring to the beginning before the 

existence of time and the creation of the universe. When there was nothing 

in existence other than God, the Word already was. He is from eternity past 

without beginning.  

 

3. Jesus, the divine Son, has perfect fellowship with God (Jn 1:1-2).  

“And the word was with God…He was in the beginning with God” 

 

When John says that the Word was “with” God, he means more than just in 

God’s general presence or vicinity. The grk word is normally translated “to.” 

There is a sense of deep, intimate, face-to-face fellowship with God, which 

means He must be holy, pure, perfect, and satisfied in God!  

 

4. Jesus, the divine Son, by His very nature is God Himself (Jn 1:1).  

“And the word was God”  

 

This is the essence of what John is trying to communicate in these verses. In 

His very substance, Jesus is God as a distinct member of the Trinity. He was 

with God (distinct from the Father) yet at the same time is God (in total and 

perfect unity with the Father). The Word who will take to Himself human 

flesh in the incarnation is fully God.  

 

5. Jesus, the divine Son, is the Creator of the universe (Jn 1:3).  

“All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him 

nothing came into being that has come into being.”  

 

John is making two essential points. The first is that Jesus, the Word, is the 

Creator Himself. Colossians 1:16: “for by Him all things were created, both in 

the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through 

Him and for Him.” 

 

The second point is that Jesus Himself was not created. “Apart from Him 

nothing came into being that has come into being.” So He is not merely the 

highest of all created beings as the J.W.’s (and other Arians) would say. He is 

the highest being because He is uncreated, Creator of the Universe who has 

always eternally existed.  

 

6. Jesus, the divine Son, is the source of life (Jn 1:4). 

“In Him was life and the life was the Light of men.”  

 

As an uncreated being, His life did not come from an outside source. His life 

is inherent to His being, dependent on nothing outside Himself (John 5:26). 
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And that life is the light of men, the very means by which they too can have 

eternal life. I John 5:11: “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His 

Son. He who has the Son has the life; He who does not have the Son does not 

have life.” So Jesus is the only source of eternal life.  

 

7. Jesus, the divine Son, is the triumphant Light of the world (Jn 1:5). 

“The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.”  

 

Many translations say that the darkness did not “comprehend” the light. 

And its true that many did not see Jesus for who He was. But the ESV better 

translates vs. 5 as the darkness has not “overcome” the light. This is how 

John uses the work katelaben every other time in his gospel. Remember 

that John was an eye-witness of the Risen Christ. The darkness, even in 

putting Jesus to death, could not extinguish His light.  

 

8. Jesus, the divine Son, took on flesh to be among us in the fullness 

of grace and truth (Jn 1:14). “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 

among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father, full of grace and truth.”  

 

Verse 14 is the Christmas incarnation! The Word, the second member of the 

Trinity, the eternally-existing God and Creator who is without beginning and 

dependent on no one, became flesh—a dependent man. Without 

diminishing any of the fullness His Godhood, He became a man so that He 

could live among us as the Light of the world, revealing the very essence of 

God’s glory, in the fullness of grace and truth.  

 

So when you see images of a baby in a manger, you need to say to yourself, 

“there lies in human, dependent flesh, the infinite, eternal, Creator without 

beginning and without end.” He came to dwell among us as Immanuel, God 

with us! Not only near us, but one of us; fully God and fully man to be our 

Savior.   

                                                           
1 See Hebrews 10:12; 7:22-27 

 

The Necessity of a Divine Savior 

 

Why is it important that our Savior be fully God, and not just a man?  

 

A. Jesus’ deity is essential to our salvation because His infinite nature 

as God makes His sacrifice sufficient for the sins of all who would 

trust in Him (Heb 10:12).1 In other words, “the death of Christ is 

sufficient for all sinners who have ever lived, for it was not merely a 

finite human, but [the infinite Son of] God who died.”2 

 

If I were to take someone else’s death penalty in their place 

because they committed murder, my death would only free that 

one. I would not free all murders through all history. Only an infinite 

being could bear the sins of many against an infinite God.  

 

B. Jesus’ deity reminds us that salvation is from the Lord (Jonah 2:9; 

Rom 9:15-16). Our Salvation is not merely a result of human effort 

but 100% owing to Divine intervention.  

 

C. Jesus’ deity along with His humanity made it possible for Him to 

be a suitable mediator between God and man (I Tim 2:5). As the 

God-man, Christ is a mediator who can not only humanly represent 

us before God but also reveal and represent God to us and stand 

worthily before the Father on our behalf.  

 

If Jesus had not come as God in the flesh, there would be no salvation and 

every person who has ever lived would be destined for eternal punishment 

under the infinite wrath of God. While we see the necessity of having a 

Savior who is both fully God and fully man, we struggle to understand how 

one person could be both perfect God and perfect man together.  

 

2 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology, pg. 703. See Also, Wayne Gruden, Systematic 

Theology, pg. 553.  
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One Person, Two Natures  

 

How are we to understand the fullness of God and the fullness of man in 

the one person of Jesus Christ?  

 

Understanding the person of Christ as both perfect in Godhood and perfect 

in manhood was a doctrine the church had to struggle through. In the year 

451, the church held a meeting known as the Council of Chalcedon to 

articulate an orthodox understanding of the person of Christ. This was 

necessary to refute several heretical views that were beginning to circulate 

in the church.   

 

The first heresy they had to reject was by Apollinaris who was teaching that 

Jesus had a divine nature but only a human body (as opposed to a human 

nature). The problem with Apollinaris’ view is that it Jesus didn’t just have a 

human body. He also had a human mind and soul—He was fully human as 

we are yet without sin. That’s important because we need a Savior who will 

not only redeem our bodies but also our mind and soul—our whole being 

needs to be redeemed.  

 

In response to Apollinaris, the Council of Chalcedon affirmed that Christ was 

“truly man, of a reasonable [rational] soul and body” [having the same 

nature or substance]3 as our Manhood; in all things like unto us, without 

sin.”4  

 

The Second heresy that the Council of Chalcedon had to refute was by the 

followers of a popular preacher by the name of Nestorius who suggested 

that Christ was not one person, but two persons in one body: a human 

person and a divine person.  

 

                                                           
3 “Consubstantial with us” 
4 Grudem, pg. 557.  

But the Council of Chalcedon clarified that Jesus is one integrated person. 

His human nature and divine nature do not struggle against one another. In 

Scripture we see Jesus as “a single person acting in wholeness and unity.”5 

 

The third heresy that the Council of Chalcedon addressed was 

monophysitism which suggested that Jesus didn’t remain fully divine or fully 

human but that the divine and human somehow blended together to form a 

completely different kind of nature. But this view would render Christ 

neither God or Man in the truest sense rendering Him inadequate to save 

us.  

 

So Christ is not just God in a human body. He’s not two different persons in 

one body. Nor is He some hybrid of the divine and human.  

 

The Council of Chalcedon helped us understand that Christ is fully God and 

fully man, two natures (divine and human) in one person. But how does this 

work?  

 

Theologian John Frame explains the difference between one’s nature and 

one’s person: 

� Nature: a group of attributes 

� Person: a being who bears or acts on those attributes6  

 

So Jesus, in having two natures, has a group of divine attributes and a group 

of human attributes. But those attributes never act of themselves. The 

person of Jesus is the one who acts in response to those attributes. In a 

similar way, your sinful nature doesn’t act. You do. You either act in 

response to your sin nature or in response to the Spirit. The person of Jesus 

acts in response to either divine or human attributes.  

 

This explains for example, how Jesus could have divine attributes like being 

all-powerful or all-knowing, yet live as a finite man. Philippians 2 says He 

5 Grudem, pg. 555.  
6 John Frame, Systematic Theology, pg. 888-889. 
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emptied Himself, meaning that He suspended His use of certain divine 

attributes for a time to live a genuine human life. He never ceased to have 

those divine attributes and at times would use them, but at other times 

would not use them so that while He was God He lived an authentic human 

life.  

 

The Glory of the God-Man, Jesus Christ 

 

One of the reasons I wade through these details with you is because it helps 

us begin to see why the incarnation has to be the greatest miracle. It helps 

us begin to see the incomprehensible glory of who Christ is. He is at once 

divine and human, infinite and finite, invisible and visible, eternal and 

temporal,” all-powerful yet subject to suffering, all-knowing yet He grew in 

wisdom (Luke 2:52). He had all power, yet limited the use of His might to 

exercise the power that is made perfect in weakness (2 Cor 12:9).7  

 

By virtue of His human and divine natures, we can say that Jesus ascended 

into heaven yet is always, everywhere present—even present among us 

today.  

 

By virtue of His human and divine natures, we can say that the person of 

Jesus was 33 years old yet has always eternally existed.  

 

By virtue of His human and divine natures, we can say that Jesus was weak 

and tired yet could stand with omnipotent power and command the storm 

to stop. He could sleep in the bottom of the boat being tossed about by the 

waves while at the same time He sustained the seas by the word of His 

power (Mark 4:35-41; Heb 1:3).  

 

As a baby in Bethlehem’s manger, He was absolutely dependent on His 

parents for food and protection yet was sustaining the universe and holding 

                                                           
7 Frame, 889-890. 
8 Adapted from Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, pg. 558-561. 

all things together—including the orbit of the very planet upon which He 

lived.  

 

By virtue of His human and divine natures, Jesus died a real human death on 

the cross, bearing the infinite wrath of God, yet never ceased to be the 

ever-living God. 8 

 

The Good News of the Incarnation 

By virtue of his divine and human natures, Jesus the God-man possesses 

everything necessary to be our perfect Savior, able to identify with our 

human weakness yet able to reconcile us to the God of glory.  

 

“The Word became flesh,” God incarnate here to dwell, so that “as many 

receive Him, to them He gives the right to become children of God…[that is, 

to] those who believe on His name.”9  

 

Jesus is not some religious tangent. He is God Himself come personally in 

the flesh to rescue you from your sin and give you the gift of eternal life! 

He’s the only one qualified to save you. “He who has the Son as the life; He 

who does not have the Son does not have life.”10 Will you trust Him?  

9 John 1:14; 1:12 
10 1John 5:12 


