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The person in most dangerous place spiritually, may not be the one who is 

deeply entrenched and entangled in the consequences of overt and 

notorious sinful vices. This person, like the woman caught in adultery, or the 

thief on the cross, are quite aware of their need for divine mercy and grace.  

 

The person in the most dangerous place spiritually is the one who has used 

religion and morality to build walls of self-righteousness and self-sufficiency 

around himself that obscure his ability to clearly see his sin. What I’m 

describing is the person who has allowed his devotion to morality and 

religion to blind him to his basic sinful condition. He believes he is righteous 

because his external life is orderly, religious, and morally exemplary. Yet he 

has never despaired of himself and therefore never been overwhelmed by 

the sweetness of divine grace to an undeserving sinner. In other words, he 

stands close to the truth that has never changed him!  

 

What we are going to see in Matthew 12 this morning is that the closer we 

stand to the truth, the more accountable we are to be changed by that truth.  

 

The question is not, now much evidence do I need in order to believe in 

Jesus? The question is, what will I do with the truth I already have about 

Jesus? 

 

The heart of today’s message is this: We must take to heart any revelation 

of Jesus we’ve received so as not to incur greater condemnation for 

rejecting the truth we’ve been given.  

 

Let me remind you that all of chapter 12 flows together so today’s passage 

can only be understood in light of the preceding verses we looked at last 

week. Back in vs. 22, Jesus performed a 3-fold miracle. A man was brought 

to Jesus who was demon-possessed, blind, and mute and Jesus effortlessly 

healed the man. This miracle left the crowds astonished, inquiring if was 

indeed the Messiah. But the Pharisees accused him of casting out demons 

with Satan’s power rather than God’s. After Jesus dismantled their false 

accusation, he gave the Pharisees a stern rebuke and warned them that 

their assessment of Jesus was the very means by which they would be 

assessed by God, whether justified or condemned.  

 

So when they ask Jesus to perform a miracle in vs. 38 as a sign to verify His 

claims, there are 3 problems with their request:  

� First, they have already made up their minds about Jesus, having 

“condemned” Him with false accusations. They aren’t asking for a 

sign to confirm their weak faith. They’re demand for a grandiose 

sign is motivated by their unbelief and their malicious desire to 

discredit Jesus with the multitudes. Their intent is to trap Jesus.  

� Second, Jesus has already performed hundreds of miracles, 

including healing the sick, raising the dead and casting out demons 

with a single word. How much evidence do they need?  

� Finally, their demand for a sign appears to come just minutes after 

Jesus did this impressive 3-fold miracle of casting out a demon and 

restoring a man’s sight and speech. If these miracles had not caused 

them to reconsider their determined disbelief, what would? 

 

Jesus responds with an unwillingness to bend to their manipulative 

demands of persistent unbelief. He says, “an evil and adulterous generation 

craves for a sign; yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the 

prophet…” (vs. 39). They are evil because the intent of their hearts is 

malicious and completely hostile to what God is doing. They are adulterous 

in the sense that they have forsaken the true God to worship their own self-

made religion. During the Babylonian exile, the Jews had forsaken formal 

idolatry in the sense of worshiping physical idols of wood and stone. But in 

their place, they gradually erected idols of man-made traditions that 

undermined the true meaning of God’s law.  

 

In their evil and adulterous state, they ask for a sign, a display of impressive 

power, because in their hardened unbelief they have already rejected the 

signs they have been given.  

 

The only sign they will receive is the sign of Jonah, who was in the great fish 

for 3 days and 3 nights. In other words, what happened to Jonah was a 

prophetic picture that pointed to something in the life of Christ (typology). 



From hindsight, its easy to see. As Jonah was in the belly of the great fish, so 

Jesus would be buried in a grave. And just as God delivered Jonah out of 

that fish so He would raise Jesus from the grave! The resurrection of Christ 

would be the climactic sign by which every person needs to determine their 

final response to Jesus.  

 

Yet many would be so hardened in their rejection of Jesus that after they 

had him crucified, they would still not believe in the face of undeniable 

evidence of His resurrection. As a result Jesus warns them that the men of 

Nineveh who repented in response to Jonah’s preaching would stand before 

them in judgment in the last day. Here’s why:  

� The Ninevites were Gentiles, notoriously wicked, and ignorant in 

the knowledge of God. The Pharisees were among God’s chosen, 

covenant people, set apart, recipients of God’s special revelation, 

law, promises, leading, protection, and blessings.  

� Jonah was a reluctant prophet who preached judgment only, with 

no promise of hope or offer of forgiveness. Jesus came preaching a 

message of hope and forgiveness. Jesus came willingly and 

compassionately, preaching a message of hope and forgiveness to 

all who would receive.  

� Jonah performed no miracles to confirm his message of doom. 

Jesus performed countless miracles, attesting to His message of 

salvation.  

� In the end, the Ninevites threw themselves on God’s mercy, while 

the Pharisees were unrelenting in their self-righteousness that 

refused to repent.  

Do you see what Jesus is driving at? Those pagan Gentiles were more 

tender-hearted and receptive to God’s word than the religious leaders 

among God’s own people whose hearts were hardened by their own self-

righteousness. How much greater will the condemnation of the self-

righteous Pharisees be in the day of judgment in light of how much 

exposure to the truth God has granted them. The Ninevites repentance 

stands in judgment against them!  

 

Then Jesus uses a second illustration to contrast the Pharisees with God-

seeking gentiles in vs. 42. This time He recalls the Queen of Sheba who 

traveled from what was considered the ends of the earth to hear the godly 

wisdom of king Solomon. This gentile queen went to great effort, expense 

and risk to seek out King Solomon and in the end here response was to bless 

the Lord of heaven and lavish Solomon with great gifts of honor. Yet even 

when God Himself took the initiative to come to his people in the flesh, the 

Pharisees were too blinded by their self-made religion to see and hear the 

wisdom of Jesus. The Queen’s God-seeking heart as a gentile stands in 

judgment against them.  

 

Don’t miss the magnitude and majesty of Christ here. In vs. 42 Jesus says, 

“behold, something greater than Solomon is here!” Remember, Solomon 

was endowed with godly wisdom more than anyone on the face of the 

earth. Along with divine wisdom, he also represents the royal monarchy of 

Israel. Yet Jesus is greater. Jesus is the very embodiment of God’s wisdom, 

greater than all kings as the eternal King of kings.  

 

In vs. 41, Jesus said, “behold, something greater than Jonah is here!” Jonah 

represents the prophets, those who spoke and acted on behalf of God 

Himself. Yet Jesus supersedes the prophets. Back in vs. 6, Jesus said, 

“something greater than the temple is here!” The temple represented the 

very heart and soul of all Jewish worship. It was the place that symbolized 

God’s presence on earth. Yet Jesus was the very One to whom the temple 

pointed, God Himself!  

 

Jesus is announcing His supremacy over the kings, the prophets, and temple 

worship itself. In other words, the kings, the prophets, and the temple, 

including the entire sacrificial system finds its purpose and significance in 

the person of Jesus Christ. For the Jews to reject Jesus was to reject the 

prophets, the monarchy, and the very temple worship they claimed to 

uphold.  

 

Or we might think of it another way. Consider Jonah a representative of the 

prophet books. Consider King Solomon a representative of the wisdom 

literature and the historical books (the record of the kings). Now add to that 

Jesus statement in Matthew 5:17 that He came to fulfill the law as well as 

the prophets.  That law, the prophets, the historical books and the wisdom 

literature represent the entire Old Testament, all of it pointing to Jesus. For 



the Jews to reject Jesus is to reject the entire OT Scriptures they claimed to 

interpret with authority!  

 

Now let me remind you that the tone and function of this passage is one of 

warning against judgment and condemnation:  

� Vs. 27: “ 

� Vs. 32: “whoever speaks a word against the Holy Spirit, it shall not 

be forgiven him” 

� Vs. 36:  

� Vs. 37: 

� Vs. 41: 

� Vs. 42: 

 

Why am I belaboring this? To make sure we don’t miss the point: The closer 

we stand to the truth, the more accountable we are to be changed by that 

truth. The greater revelation we’ve been given, the greater the 

condemnation for those who reject it.  

 

Jesus is painting a vivid picture to help the Pharisees see that in light of all 

the evidence before them (both in the Scriptures as well as eye witnesses of 

the ministry of Jesus), to reject Christ is to incur a judgment greater than the 

pagan Gentiles who are ignorant in the knowledge of God. The point of vs.  

[vss. 43-45], now, is the severity of that warning.  

 

At first these verses seem out of place. It feels like a botched editing job in a 

newspaper where two articles have been spliced together. But that’s not 

the case here. Jesus didn’t just change topics in midstream. Nor is the 

primary purpose of verses 43-45 to be a lecture on demonology. Verses 43-

45 function as an illustration based on the last phrase: “That is the way it 

will also be with this evil generation.”  

 

Don’t miss the context in which Jesus says this. It is highly likely that the 

man Jesus just delivered from demon-possession in vs. 22 is standing right 

there! In other words, let’s just say that the demon that was cast out of this 

man goes looking for another place to inhabit but can’t find one. Then he 

returns to find this man’s house (or life) swept out, and in order. It looks like 

it is occupied but it isn’t. I take that to mean the Holy Spirit is not occupying 

this man’s life. So the demon along with seven others comes to occupy the 

man making him worse off than when he was only possessed by one 

demon.  

 

In the same way, this generation that rejects Jesus may look orderly with 

religious precision on the outside, but if they reject the Spirit’s anointing 

work through the ministry Jesus, they will be worse off than the man 

standing before them whom Jesus had delivered from demon-possession—

the man who was blindfolded, gaged, and tied up so that demonic thugs 

could their operation out of his home. Do you hear what Jesus is saying: 

“You think this man’s life was bad, blind, mute, and demon controlled? You 

think you see? You think you speak well? You think you are in control? Your 

rejection of Me will be 8 times worse than the man I just delivered from 

demon-possession!”   

 

I think we all know that the purpose of Matthew 12 is not just to rag on the 

Pharisees. It’s a warning to us, isn’t it? We must take to heart the 

revelation of Jesus we’ve received so as not to incur greater condemnation 

for rejecting the truth we’ve been given.  

 

The Pharisees had the Old Testament Scriptures, testifying to divine truth—

and so do we. The Pharisees had first-hand exposure to the ministry of 

Jesus. They saw His miracles—we have them written down, available for 

study in the gospels. Yet we have revelation that even the Pharisees didn’t 

have—the ministry of the apostles and the NT epistles that provide clarity to 

the person, work, and gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s like the Pharisees had a pile 

of puzzle pieces that they had to sort through and put together without the 

big picture on the front of the box. But we have the picture on the box that 

gives us a clearer vision of Christ.  

 

The Pharisees had enough evidence and so do we. The key is not 

understanding everything. The key is responding to what we do know and 

understand with a tender heart of faith. To reject what we know and 

understand is to harden our hearts against Spirit.  

 

I’m so glad that Matthew didn’t just leave us here with a warning of 

judgment. Rather he concludes chapter 12 with a little snippet that shows 



the sweet contrast for those who don’t harden their hearts toward Christ. 

Theirs is the gift of sweet intimacy with God—closer than blood relatives. 

[vs. 46-50]   

 

Whoever does the will of the Father will be brought into the inner circle of 

of Jesus’ most intimate friends—closer than one’s own biological family. So 

what is the Father’s will that this is contingent upon? The very launching 

pad of Jesus ministry was his baptism where the Father spoke from heaven, 

“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (Matt 3:17). We saw 

earlier in Matt 12:18 that Jesus is the beloved Servant-Son in whom the 

Father’s soul take its greatest delight.  

 

The Father’s will is that with a tender heart of faith, you embrace His Son, 

the Lord Jesus, with the same delight and love the Father has for Him. The 

NT picture is embracing Christ as a bride embraces her groom, becoming 

one by faith so that the assets of Jesus’ righteousness cover the deficits of 

our sin.  

 

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, I remind you of Jesus’ words in 

vs. 30: “He who is not with Me is against Me.” Yet, whoever receives Me as 

the Father loves Me, “he is my brother and sister and mother.”   

 

You cannot be entrusted with the truth of Jesus and remain neutral. Either 

you reject Him and incur a worse condemnation, or you receive Him with 

the eternal reward of intimacy with God.  

 

This is why we come often to the Lord’s table to celebrate His death and 

resurrection. It was at the cross that Jesus took upon Himself both the 

weight of sin’s condemnation and the weight of God’s wrath for all who 

forsake their sin to trust in Christ as Lord. “Today if you hear His voice, do 

no harden your heart” (Heb 3:7-8). As the Spirit shows you to weight of 

your sin, confess it and forsake it. As the Spirit shows you the sweetness of 

Christ, embrace Him, love Him, follow Him.  

 

[I Corinthians 11:23-32] 

 

 

Communion:  

 

Bread:  

“This is My body, which is for you” (I Cor 11:24) 

“Christ died for all that those who live should no longer live for  

  themselves, but for Him to died and rose again” (I Cor 5:15) 

 

Cup:  

“without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sin” (Heb 9:22) 

“This is My blood of the covenant which is poured out for many for  

   forgiveness of sins” (Matt 26:28) 

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of  

   our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace” (Eph 1:7) 


