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Lord willing, we are going finish Matthew 13 today. And as we close this 

chapter, we actually begin a new section of Matthew’s gospel in which we 

are going to see the truths that Jesus has been teaching about the Kingdom, 

worked out in real life situations. So let me set up our study by reminding 

you of the first parable in Matthew 13 which sets the stage for what is to 

come.  

 

4 Heart Conditions  

 

The parable of the soils illustrates how not everyone will have the same 

response to the gospel, yet every person’s response is determined by the 

condition of their heart. Some people’s hearts will be hard like a dirt road 

that has been packed down like pavement, so that the seed of the word 

cannot even penetrate. This person’s heart is hard and completely 

unresponsive, if not hostile to Christ. Other’s will have hearts like rocky soil 

where the seed can quickly sprout but just as quickly dies from the 

scorching sun because the soil is not deep enough for roots to go down. This 

is the person who initially responds joyfully to the gospel but soon 

demonstrates that his heart is superficial with no lasting repentance or 

persevering faith. Still others are like thorny soil where the seed of God’s 

word gets choked out by the weeds of this world, whether the cares and 

worries of this world or the deceitfulness of wealth. Eventually concern for 

one’s welfare in this world erodes any sense of genuine spiritual interest.  

 

But then there is the good soil which represents a tender receptive heart of 

faith that not only hears and understands the word, but produces spiritual 

fruit. Jesus wants His disciples and us to not only consider what kind of soil 

characterizes our hearts but also beware that we should expect a variety of 

responses to the gospel. Throughout the next several chapters of Matthew, 

                                                           
1 Spiritual rebirth (regeneration) is the what the Holy Spirit does within the person 

to give them a new heart, spiritual life. Conversion is that the outward expression of 

that in a person’s life through repentance and faith.  

we are doing to see examples of these kinds of responses to the Jesus. If 

fact, in today’s text we will see the hardness of heart in the people of 

Nazareth who cling to stubborn unbelief despite Jesus’ extraordinary 

ministry.  Their hearts are like soil that has been packed rock hard beside 

the road, not even giving the truth an opportunity to penetrate their hearts.  

 

Now before we take a more careful look at Matthew 13:53-58, I want to 

remind you of another biblical image that we see throughout the NT which 

provides a theological framework from which we can understand the 

relationship between unbelief, faith, and mature faith. It is the image of 

spiritual blindness, which is another way of describing the hardness of heart 

which clings to unbelief.  

 

Four Stages of spiritual sight:  

Spiritual Blindness = Unbelief  

Spiritual blindness refers to a heart that is hardened by sin and has not been 

overcome by the light of Christ. Using the language of 2 Cor 4, the 

spiritually blind are those who are perishing because, to them, the gospel is 

veiled (vs. 3).  

2 Cor 4:4 - “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  

So Spiritual blindness is not seeing Jesus--crucified, risen—as the greatest 

need and most valued treasure of your soul. (Spiritually lost in the darkness, 

not seeing the light of Christ) 

Spiritual Sight = Salvation (Spiritual Rebirth; Conversion1)  

When a person is born again, he receives spiritual sight that results from 

having the light of Christ illumine our hearts. Spiritual rebirth happens when 

a person is given eyes to see Christ for who He is as the all satisfying 



treasure of the soul. Your vision isn’t perfect yet, there’s been a partial 

removal of spiritual blindness, but you can see.  

John 8:12 ~ “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall 

not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

 

2 Cor 4:6 ~ “For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” 

is the one who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”  

 

Acts 26:17-18 – “I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they 

may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to 

God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 

inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.” 

 

 Unbelief is what we do in our spiritual blindness.  

Faith is what we do with spiritual sight. 

 

Increasing Spiritual Sight = Sanctification  

Sanctification (growing maturity in Christlikeness) is the progressive 

removal of remaining blindness by ongoing exposure to the light of Christ. 

Sanctification (spiritual growth) is becoming like Christ by progressively 

seeing Christ.  

 

2 Cor 3:18 - “We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 

the glory (light) of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 

image, from glory to glory.” 

 

Ongoing exposure to the light of Christ leads to increasing growth in the 

likeness of Christ.  

 

Perfect Spiritual Sight = Glorification  

Glorification (our heavenly state) is the complete removal of blindness.  

I John 3:2 says we will be like Jesus because we will see Him just as He is.  

These four stages from spiritual blindness to mature spiritual sight are 

another way of talking about the process of discipleship. Discipleship is the 

progressive removal of spiritual blindness that begins with spiritual rebirth 

(conversion; having our eyes opened to see Jesus) and then progresses 

through sanctification until we reach the ultimate climax of glorification 

(heaven). Or we might say that discipleship is the progressive transformation 

that results from an ongoing exposure and responsiveness to the Word of 

God (in which we see the light of Christ), that produces increasing 

obedience, growing faith, and deepening love for God.  

 

By the way, there is a real danger for believers to grow content with limited 

spiritual vision. We aren’t blind, we can see. Yet there is more for us to see. We 

need increasingly clearer vision. Are you continuing to grow in your ability to see 

into the deeper things of God and increasingly behold the beauty of Christ?  

 

As we move into the next few chapters of Matthew, we are going to 

encounter various heart responses to Jesus that reveal either spiritual 

blindness or spiritual sight. As we turn our attention now to vs. 53-58, we 

are going to see an example of spiritual blindness, hardness of heart (like 

the soil beside the road), in the people of Nazareth (Jesus’ home town).  

 

4 Truths about Unbelief 

 

From this passage, I want to draw your attention to 4 truths about unbelief:  

 

1. Unbelief encounters divine activity but fails to see the hand of God 

behind it (vs. 54). 

 

[Vs. 54] Through the ministry of Jesus the people of Nazareth are 

experiencing the wisdom and power of God. They recognize the 

remarkable nature of Jesus’ teaching and miraculous power, yet 

they fail to see that it is God who is doing these things.  

 

Notice that they do not deny that Jesus’ power is miraculous or that 

His teaching is authoritative. They simply question the source of His 

authority because they cannot explain it. The obvious explanation, 

of course, is that God is the at work, God the Father, God the Son 

and God the Spirit are working together doing these things. But the 

people are blind to the spiritual and divine reality behind it all.  

 

This is what we call spiritual blindness; encountering divine activity 

yet failing to see the hand of God behind it. It’s the same kind of 

spiritual blindness that many experience today when they look at 

intricacies of creation around us or the complexities of creation with 



in us—our own human bodies. Yet, they come to the conclusion 

that it must all be the result of random chance. Ironically, it takes 

more faith to believe in a random cosmic explosion than produces 

life that to believe in a Creator-God.  

 

Spiritual blindness can not see the hand of God behind creation 

through the eyes of faith.  

 

Hebrews 11:3 – “By faith we understand that the worlds were 

prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out 

of things which are visible.” 

 

Psalm 19:1-2 – “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And 

their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. Day to day pours 

forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge.” 

 

Through eyes of faith we see the hand of God behind every sunrise 

and every sunset. We see the hand of God behind the frosty designs 

on the window panes and the miracle of a newborn baby. Yet those 

who are caught in spiritual blindness see only coincidence and 

random matters of chance. 

 

The truth about unbelief is that God can be working before your 

very eyes, yet you can miss everything so that even the meaning 

and purpose of your life is sought after in meaningless things. Are 

we surprised that in this world of unbelief there is so much 

depression? We know we are made for more, but we cannot see 

the God who gives purpose to our lives.  

 

Yet this principle that I have described of seeing yet not perceiving 

is not only a problem for unbelievers who are spiritually blind. It 

also speaks to the need for believers to grow with increasing 

spiritual sight. Sometimes, although we know God from a heart of 

faith, we too can be spiritually dull.  

 

If our eyes have not been trained by faith from the Scriptures, we 

can too can miss much of what God is doing. How many times have 

we been in the midst of a trial and all we see is the problem. We fail 

to see the hand of God behind it and how He is seeking to shape our 

hearts and lives. We fail to see His faithfulness and mercy because 

our spiritual eyes are dull. Or perhaps we are under God’s hand of 

disciple yet we fail to see hear Him calling us to repent and return to 

Him with all of our heart. How often have we escaped a near 

accident and failed to see God’s hand of providence and protection 

behind it. Or how many times have we gotten a good deal, or a 

special financial windfall yet fail to see God’s hand of provision 

behind it.  

 

Believes are not lucky; they’re blessed. Believers are not subjects of 

coincidence or chance; they’re the beneficiaries of divine 

providence. We need to train our eyes!  

 

2. Unbelief is limited to a physical interpretation of life (vs. 55-56).  

 

If we don’t see the hand of God behind the works of God, we are 

left with attempts at mere physical “explanations.” [vs. 55-56]. 

Because of their spiritual blindness and lack of spiritual perception, 

the people of Nazareth could only see flesh and blood when they 

looked at Jesus. Their unbelief in Jesus as the Son of Man, the 

Messiah, limited their ability to see anything more in Him besides 

the young man they knew as the carpenter’s son—even though He 

now speaks with remarkable wisdom and authority and does 

greater supernatural works than any of the prophets in Jewish 

history. 

 

Sometimes we even see this kind of unbelief and spiritual blindness 

in theological circles. According to some “scholars” there just must 

be some reasonable scientific explanation behind the alleged 

miracles of the Bible apart from God. Certainly, there is some 

rational explanation to the Red Sea appearing to have turned to 

blood or…  

And when no good scientific explanation can be given for such 

miracles, then liberal theologians tell us that they were mere stories 

meant to teach a vague point about life.   

 



When a person is spiritually blind or their spiritual vision is severely 

dull, they will seek to explain life only in terms of what they can see 

with their physical eyes (or overactive imagination). The whole age 

of enlightenment (age of reason) in the 18th century (which still 

affects every one of us today) elevated the god of rationalism and 

human reason above the supernatural as though all of life should be 

interpreted through physical eyes and a philosophy of unbelief.   

Such ideas were not new in the 18th century. They are the mere 

product of spiritual blindness and determined unbelief that has 

existed in every century and modeled so pointedly by Jesus own 

hometown folk. From eyes of unbelief, all that the people of Nazareth could see 

was that Jesus, this man whom they had known just a few years earlier as Joseph’s 

son, was just a common man. He was a mere carpenter. Mary’s son. The brother 

James and Joseph and Simon and Judas. 2  How dare He presume to the voice of 

God, much less God’s Messiah and even God Himself.  

 

3. Unbelief takes offense to the truth (vs. 57).  

 

Verse 57 says, “And they took offense at Him…” The Greek term is 

skandalizo from which we get our word scandalous. It means to 

stumble over. They considered it scandalous that Jesus would 

present Himself as He did.  

 

Can’t you just hear them saying, “who does He think He is? He 

didn’t go to rabbinical school? He’s a carpenter! We can’t explain 

His power or refute His teaching, but we certainly won’t subject 

ourselves to what He says.”  

 

Unbelief has the remarkable power to blind us to the truth, even 

when the evidence of that truth is extensive and right before our 

eyes.  

 

Jesus responds to His hometown rejection with a proverbial 

statement: “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown 

and in his own household.” When someone comes to us from the 

                                                           
2 The specific mention of Jesus’ half-brothers and sisters is a refutation of the 

Catholic Church’s false doctrine of the perpetual virginity of Mary.  

outside, our tendency is to say, “Who is this guy? And we may be 

more open to listening to what he has to say because we want to 

form an opinion about him. But when its someone we’ve grown up 

with, we may be less open to listening because we’ve already made 

up our mind about him.  

 

The people of Nazareth already had a formed opinion of Jesus. He 

was the carpenter’s son, not a Messiah. Thus, in their unbelief they 

stumbled over the truth of who He is and what He said.  

 

4. Unbelief hinders the divine intervention of grace (vs. 58).  

 

Verse 58 simply concludes by saying, “And He did not do many miracles 

there because of their unbelief.”  

 

Hebrews 11:6 tells us that “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for 

he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 

those who seek Him.” 

 

Jesus’ miracles were either done in response to faith or for the purpose of 

strengthening faith. But He never did them to merely entertain people of 

willful, hardened unbelief. Obviously, God does not need our faith to do the 

supernatural—we can’t hinder or thwart God in the ultimate sense. But 

what’s important for us to see here is that God does not reward unbelief 

with His intervening grace.  

 

While its true in the absolute sense that none of us would come to faith 

apart from God’s intervening grace (receiving spiritual sight is a miraculous 

work of God!), yet its also true that millions of graces are forfeited in our 

lives by our refusal to trust in the character and promises of God. And its 

also true, as with the people of Nazareth, that persistent, hardened unbelief 

in the face of the gospel will be honored by God for what its is—a refusal of 

saving grace.  

 



Here’s the truth about unbelief: Unbelief fails to see the hand of God 

behind the works of God, thus stumbling over the truth that opens the 

door to the divine intervention of grace.  

 

I wonder if today God is opening the eyes of your heart to see the truth 

about your own unbelief. The best way to prepare the soil of your heart 

receive God’s grace, the best way to train your eyes to see His unseen hand 

is by exposing yourself to the light of God’s word each day. It is through 

God’s word, that we discover His character, His ways, and His promises, and 

thereby we learn to live and walk by faith.  


