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Before we launch into our study of Matt 14 this morning, I want to make an 

important announcement on behalf of the Creative Resourcing Team. As we 

pursue our 2020 vision which includes preparing for an expansion of our 

facility, our resourcing team believes that the best next step for us is two-

fold: 1) concentrated prayer. Prayer because we know that our financial 

goals as well as our need for wisdom will ultimately be met by God alone. 

And we believe that God does not want this project accomplished merely by 

our generosity, but in such a way that He receives the praise. So we want to 

encourage you to continue praying for God to provide for this project and 

for God to provide for each family in unique ways so that they can have the 

joy of both generous giving and answered prayer. 2) Celebrating God-

sightings! Because this is a journey of faith, we need to sharpen our spiritual 

vision. That is, we want to strengthen our faith by training our eyes to see 

and celebrate how God is working. When we begin to see and celebrate 

God’s provision and grace in smaller aspects of our lives, we will have more 

confidence to trust Him for the greater faith needs.  

 

So here is how the God-sightings will work…. 

 

We want you to be watching for any ways that God makes a 

provision for your or for our church or any answers to prayer. 

Then we encourage you to share those testimonies or God-

sightings with our church family so that all of us can be 

encouraged in our faith.  

Ways to share a story of God’s provision or an answer to 

prayer: 

1. Post on our new God Sightings private Facebook 

group that will be launching today (those of you on FB 

will be added to the group this afternoon).  

 

2. Fill out a God Sightings card available in the foyer by 

our “Ebenezer” wall and drop it in the box! We will be 

putting these up in the sanctuary so we can see them 

add up. 

If you’re interested in having someone write out your 

story to share in our God Sightings blog, please check 

the box at the bottom. (can be anonymous) 

3. Public testimonies by some.  

 
Let me emphasize that the goal behind God-sightings is not drawing 

attention to what we do or what we give, but rather drawing attention to 

what God has done to meet a need or make a provision or answer prayer so 

as to draw attention to His generosity and faithfulness.  

 

Let me give you an example of a God-sighting that I had this week. On 

Monday night our building team had a very encouraging and productive 

meeting. The next morning, I was walking to church and reflecting on the 

previous nights meeting and as I approached the church property I began to 

pray for God’s provision. As I was praying for God to provide the next 

$450,000, my eyes fell to the ground and saw a $10 bill that had just melted 

out of the snow—the first installment of the next $450,000. Now, do you 

think that encouraged my faith as I was praying for God’s provision? 

Absolutely. In fact, I circled the church parking lot again just to make sure I 

didn’t miss a $100.  

 

Now someone is probably thinking, “come on, Ty. $10 is a long way from 

$450,000.” Yes, it is. But my question to you is, how much does God have to 

provide to satisfy your skepticism? How much does He have to provide to 

strengthen your faith? $1,000? $10,000? Our will your faith be encouraged 

with a provision of $10?  

 

Last week in Matthew 14, we saw Jesus feed 5,000 people with 5 loaves and 

two fish. The disciples had seen many miracles from Jesus’ hand, yet their 

faith was dull as they stood their with 5 loaves, 2 fish, and thousands of 

hungry people. We have a strong human tendency to underestimate God’s 



ability and willingness to meet our needs (or to work through our trial to 

accomplish His greater purposes). So as Pastor Nick exhorted us last week, 

don’t begrudge your trial. Don’t begrudge your circumstances and certainly 

let’s not underestimate God’s ability and willingness to provide for us as a 

church.  

 

So let’s strengthen our prayers, let’s celebrate the special provisions and 

answers to prayer both large and small so as to sharpen our spiritual vision 

and strengthen our faith by sharing our “God-sightings” with each other.  

 

As we turn now to the next portion of Matthew 14, we are going to discover 

that…God will occasionally bring us into a crisis in which He purposes to 

stretch our faith and strengthen our vision of who He is. To say it another 

way, sometimes God will lead you into a storm so you will learn to trust Him 

in the storm and experience His supremacy over the storm.  

 

Its essential that you understand this so that when the storms come, you 

don’t become disillusioned wondering where God is or if He really is good. 

Out of His goodness He will create a crisis in our lives to demonstrate who 

He is and His power either to deliver us or to sustain us through the trial. 

One of the things that we are going to see in this passage is that not only 

does Jesus send the disciples into the middle of a crisis, in His wisdom He 

allows it to become extreme before He intervenes.1 Just like He waited 

several days Lazarus had died to go to Bethany. Why? So that He could 

reveal that He is the Resurrection and the Life, sovereign over death. We 

will not ultimately grasp the magnitude and beauty of God’s saving power 

until we are convinced that we cannot save ourselves. It is essential for us to 

be brought to a place of helplessness, and int that place, meet God.  

 

For those of you who are in the middle of a crisis right now, I hope this 

message will encourage you to stop asking, “why is this happening to me 

and what have I done to deserve it?” and instead start asking, “where and 

how is God wanting to work in the midst of this? What does He want me to 

know about Him and how does He want me to grow in response?”  

 

                                                           
1 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary: Matt 8-15, pg. 439.  

For those who are not currently in the middle of a crisis, you need to learn 

these truths now so that when the crisis comes, your faith will not be 

quickly shaken, but rather strengthened by knowing that God is working in 

all things for your growth and for His glory.  

 

Let’s walk through this amazing account by highlighting 12 qualities of Jesus 

that call us to stronger faith and deeper worship, even in the midst of crisis.  

 

1. Jesus’ authority (vs. 1). 

 

[vs. 22] The fact that Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and 

go to the other side, indicates that this was not their first 

preference. It’s also helpful to recognize that crowds, at this point in 

Jesus’ ministry, were ready forceable make Him king (John 6:14-15), 

and Jesus had just done another impressive miracle of feeding the 

5,000.  Yet He knows this is not yet the time for His ministry to peak 

and so He uses His authority to send the disciples away and disperse 

the crowds.  

 

2. Jesus’ devotion to the Father (vs. 23). 

 

[vs. 23] The whole reason Jesus withdrew to this secluded place was 

to gain some reprieve yet the crowds had followed Him there and 

Jesus compassionately ministered to their needs, healing the sick 

and feeding them before He sent them home. But now He returns 

to His original purpose, to have time alone with His Father.  

 

The emphasis in vs. 23 is on Jesus’ solitude with the Father. “He 

went up on the mountain by Himself to pray…He was there alone.” 

If anyone had endless needs to meet, it was Jesus. If anyone had 

innate spiritual power, it was Jesus. Yet, He would not forsake his 

priority of personal communion with God. How much more do we 

need seasons of prayer and solitude with God. The most important 

thing in life is not what we do, but who we are in relationship to 



God. Spiritual power and wisdom are found in an abiding 

relationship with the Father.  

 

3. Jesus’ omniscience (vs. 24-25).  

 

I simply want you to notice that Jesus knew where to find the 

disciples, even though they were nowhere close to where they 

should have been. Jesus knew where to find them. He saw them 

where physical eyes could not see.  

 

Now given Jesus’ omniscience, do you think He didn’t know that 

when He send the disciples off that they would encounter a storm? 

Or do you think that Jesus only reacts to weather as matters of 

coincidence? In other words, did Jesus send them into at crisis or 

did they just find themselves there? Well, who controls the 

weather? God does! We are not deists who believe that God set the 

universe in motion and them stepped back and let it just run like a 

clock so that weather is mere matter of coincidence. No the Bible 

clearly teaches that God personal directs the whether.  

� Psalm 148: “Fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfill 

His command.”  

� Job 37, “To the snow He says, ‘fall on the earth;’ And to the 

shower and the rain, ‘be strong.’ …By the breath of God ice 

is given, and the broad waters are frozen fast. He loads the 

thick cloud with moisture; the clouds scatter His lightning. 

They turn round and round by His guidance, to accomplish 

all that he commands them on the face of the habitable 

world... Whether for correction, or for his land, or for love, 

he causes it to happen.”  

 

So we would do best to assume that the contrary winds in vs. 24 are 

from God’s hand and for His purpose. The boat has already been 

driven several miles off course, battered by the waves, and God is in 

control of it all.  

 

4. Jesus’ compassionate, divine initiative (vs. 25). 

 

Notice that out of compassion and care for the disciples, Jesus 

comes to them. He walks into the storm. He comes to them in the 

middle of their messy situation. He doesn’t deliver them from afar. 

He takes the initiative to go and meet them in the middle of their 

crisis.  

 

5. Jesus’ omnipotence over the laws of nature (vs. 25). 

 

Verse 25 says that “in the fourth watch of the night He came to 

them, walking on the sea.” Jesus is literally walking on the water, 

defying the laws of nature. In the OT, the concept of trampling on 

the waves or treading on the sea was understood as something that 

only God can do (Job 9:8-11; Isa 43:15-16). According to Mark 6, 

Jesus was actually intending to pass them by. Why would He pass 

by? “Passing by” was a sort of theophany closely associated to the 

theophanies of the OT (Ex 33; I Kings 19). A theophany is a 

manifestation or appearance of God. And so Jesus is presenting 

Himself to the disciples in the midst of this crisis as the all-powerful, 

Creator-God.  

 

By the way, vs. 25 indicates that Jesus came to them in the fourth 

watch of the night, which means it was between 3-6 am. This means 

that Jesus had spent most of the night in prayer and the disciples 

had been struggling unsuccessfully against the wind for most of the 

night.  

 

6. Jesus’ comfort and care (vs. 26-27).  

 

When the weary, sleep-deprived disciples see Jesus walking on the 

water, vs. 26 says they were “terrified,” thinking Him to be a ghost. 

It was common thinking in those days, that evil spirits made their 

home in the waters of the sea. When the disciples saw a figure 

walking toward them on the water, “they cried out in fear.” But 

notice that Jesus doesn’t change their circumstances to eliminate 

their fear. He addresses their fear in the midst of their 

circumstances by revealing who He is: “Take courage, [lit: I Am!]; do 

not be afraid.”  



 

Friends, when you are in the mist of your crisis and all you can think 

about is your circumstances, God is more interested in your ability 

to take comfort in who God is, than changing the circumstances of 

your crisis. Life Principle: The only way to have peace in the midst of 

the storm is to know that the God who is sovereign over the storm is 

with you in the storm.   

 

7. Jesus’ responsiveness to faith (vs. 28-29).  

 

[vs. 28-29] So let me ask you, was it a good idea for Peter to get out 

of the boat or was it an impulsive, foolish idea? Every good parent 

in the room says, “Peter, stay in the boat!” But apparently Jesus 

approved of Peter’s request, because He tells Peter to come. Jesus 

honor’s Peter’s faith and Peter experiences Jesus’ power, enabling 

him to walk on the water.  

 

Apparently Peter thought it better to be with Jesus in the storm 

than in the “safety” of the boat. Which one is safer for you?  

Illus: Levi following me into dark living room 

Peter decided it would be better to be shadow of Jesus than to stay 

in the safety of the boat. Which one is safer for you? “Risking” to 

trust in God or staying in the safety net of your circumstances of 

choice?  

 

8. Jesus’ saving power (vs. 30-31). 

 

[vs. 30-31] Once Peter began to walk on the water, I wonder if his 

faith wasn’t tested further by a stronger gust of wind. We can’t be 

certain but what we do know is that when Peter’s focus moved 

from Jesus to his circumstances, He suddenly began to drown in his 

circumstances.  

 

When Peter began to sink, he cried out for Jesus to save Him and 

Jesus took hold of him. Notice here that it was not Peter’s faith that 

saved him but Jesus who saved Him in response to His faith.  

 

Life Principle: When fear of our circumstances overshadows our 

faith in God, we are left to the “mercy” of our circumstances alone 

until we cry out for God’s help.  

 

The difference for Peter between walking on water and drowning 

was one of focus, either on his circumstances (resulting in fear) or 

focusing on Jesus (with faith). When we are in threatening, fearful  

circumstances, we need to discipline the eyes of our heart to focus 

on God’s character and promises rather than on our circumstances 

alone.  

 

9. Jesus’ loving correction (vs. 31).  

 

Vs. 31: Jesus said to Peter, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

Why do you think Jesus gives Peter this loving rebuke? It’s probably 

because Jesus wants to see Peter’s faith become more resilient. 

Peer took a step of faith and faltered. Next time he wants him to 

take a step of faith and stand firm in his confidence in the Lord. This 

is not the last time that Peter would take a step and stumble back 

into fear but eventually Peter would stand firm His faith. Getting to 

that point required a few storms, a few tests, along the way. 

Resilient faith is faith that has been tested many times and has 

discovered that God’s faithfulness outlasts any circumstances that 

we fear. 

 

10. Jesus’ providence over the timing and purpose of events (vs. 32). 

 

[vs. 32] The wind did not stop too soon. The wind did not stop too 

late. It stopped at precisely the right moment to fulfill God’s 

purposes! And what was God’s purpose? For Jesus to come to them 

in the storm so that they could understand that He is over the 

storm. And the one that is over the storm is God Himself in the 

flesh, their refuge in the storm, treading on the waves, delivering 

them from fear, and causing the contrary winds to cease at 

precisely the right moment so that their fear would ultimately be in 

God, not in their circumstances.  

 



11. Jesus’ right to receive worship (vs. 33). 

 

[Vs. 33] This is the climax of the text. This is ultimately what this 

passage is about; for the disciples to grasp who Jesus is as the Son 

of God. And notice that Jesus does not refuse their worship. He 

doesn’t even deflect it to the Father. Because the whole purpose of 

the contrary winds and the crisis on the lake was for them to truly 

see that Jesus and the Father are one.  

 

Not all crisis will end as abruptly as this storm, but you will know 

that God’s purpose for your trial is being fulfilled when you are 

seeing God for who He is and as a result your worship is going 

deeper, your praise is going higher, and your faith is being stretched 

and strengthened, even in the midst of the storm.  

 

12. Jesus’ healing power (vs. 34-36).  

 

[vs. 34-36] Here we see the Son of God bringing the kingdom of God 

to bear. So great is His power and authority that people were 

healed by merely touching the fringe of His cloak.  

 

Matthew 14 is the second time the disciples had been rescued by Jesus on 

the lake (Mt 8). Jesus was with them the first time sleeping in the bottom of 

the boat. The second time they again underestimated Jesus ability to rescue 

them, perhaps because Jesus was not physically with them when the storm 

came up. But the people of Gennesaret did not underestimate Jesus’ ability 

to deliver them. They came with a multitude of crisis’ and believed that if 

they could only touch his robe, they would be healed. You might say they 

trusted God with a $10 bill. They didn’t expect that Jesus would have to go 

to great effort to heal them. They believed they only had to get to Jesus.  

 

Don’t underestimate God’s ability and willingness to meet your need. Don’t 

begrudge the crisis He has you in. He’s purposing to strengthen your faith by 

showing you who He is in the real experiences of life. Trust Him and worship 

your way through.  


