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As we come to the end of Matthew 15 this morning, I am going to take a 

slightly different approach than I normally do. Typically, I take whatever 

portion of scripture is at hand and unpack that portion of Scripture while 

being mindful of the wider context. In other words, we examine a tree 

within the forest. But today, we will take a brief look at a the tree and then 

turn our attention primarily to the forest that surrounds it. In other words, 

the context of today’s passage is almost more pressing than the passage 

itself.  

 

There are two parts to today’s passage. First is a series of healings that Jesus 

does in the region of Galilee. [vs. 29-31] On the one hand its not surprising 

that large crowds came to Jesus, even in this desolate place, because that’s 

what happens wherever Jesus goes. His fame has spread and people know 

that Jesus is able to do for them what no one else can—heal their sick! 

Imagine the joy among the crowd as they marvel at healing miracles they 

witness and experience. It was a time when people had very little hope of a 

medical condition changing. Yet through the healing ministry of Jesus the 

lame walked, blind were given sight, the mute could speak, and the crippled 

were restored.  

 

On the other hand, we are a little surprised by this large crowd because 

Jesus is no longer among His fellow Jews. This is a Gentile crowd that has 

come to Jesus and they are so impressed with what Jesus has done that vs. 

31 says, “they  glorified the God of Israel.” Gentiles are joyfully honoring the 

God of the Jews!  

 

Keep in mind, what Jesus’ miracles represent. They verify that the kingdom 

of God is being brought to bear in the ministry of Jesus. They confirm that 

Jesus is indeed the Messiah for which the Jews have been waiting. We have 

seen Jesus heal many times before, but notice now that the blessings of the 

kingdom of God and the benefits of this Jewish Messiah are extending 

beyond the covenant people of Israel.  

 

The second part of today’s passage is a miracle by which Jesus feeds 

thousands of these same people with just seven loaves of bread and a few 

fish. [vs. 32-39] 

 

The first thing I want you to notice is Jesus’ compassion in vs. 32. Not only 

was He compassionate in healing their sick, He is also concerned about their 

basic necessities—making sure that they have enough food for the long 

journey home. Furthermore, remember that Gentiles were considered 

outsiders to the Jews. Jesus not only had compassion for “His own people” 

but also for those who had no rightful claim to the covenant promises of 

God.  

 

Vs. 33 seems logical at first but is actually very revealing. “The disciples said 

[to Jesus], ‘where would we get so many loaves in this desolate place to 

satisfy such a large crowd?’” There are 4000 men. With women and 

children, probably a crowd of about 10,000 people. These people had been 

in no hurry to leave Jesus. They had slept on the ground overnight and 

eaten up whatever food they had brought with them. There were just a few 

loaves and fish left. How could they possibly come up with enough food for 

all these people?  

 

But remember, this is not the first time the disciples have found themselves 

in this predicament. Back in Matt 14:13-21, Jesus has fed an even larger 

group of 5000 men with less food (only five loaves and two fish). Yet, when 

we come to chapter 15, the disciples wonder how they could possibly feed 

so many people!  

 

What this reveals is that the disciples’ faith is still dull. They are failing to 

translate God’s past faithfulness into faith for their current need. We do this 

all the time, don’t we. We see God answer prayer in a big way for us, and 

then just a few weeks later we struggle to trust God for a much smaller 

need. Yet we know that our faith is maturing when a need arises and we 

look to God’s faithfulness in the past to bolster our faith to trust God for the 

new challenge. (God-sightings) 

 

Aren’t you thankful that God is patient with us, just as He was with the 

disciples in Matthew 15. He let’s them experience His faithfulness again as 



Jesus uses His creative power to turn a sack lunch into a banquet for 

thousands.  

 

Now if all we had were vs. 29-39 to look at today—just one tree—what 

would we see?  

� We see Jesus power and authority to heal every kind of physical 

ailment.  

� We see His mercy toward the sick, His compassion toward the 

hungry, and His open heart toward outsiders.  

� We see His power to create and multiply.  

� And through these miracles we see that the Kingdom of God comes 

through the ministry of Jesus.  

� We see His patience with those whose faith is not yet mature.  

� We see His sufficiency—there was no lack in His ability to meet 

needs. In fact, there was even food left over. He is generous.  

Yet, is that all that we should see or is there something more?  

 

I believe there is an important lesson on faith that only comes to light when 

we look at the big picture of what is happening in chapters 14-16. 

Everything we have seen in today’s passage, we have already seen in 

chapter 14. The feeding of the 4000 in chapter 15 is comparable to the 

feeding of the 5000 earlier in chapter 14. The miracles in 15:29-31 are 

reminiscent of the miracles in 14:34-36. In fact, the events of chapter 14 

follow the same basic outline in chapters 15-16. There is just one major 

difference. In chapter 14, Jesus audience is primarily Jewish. But in chapter 

15, His audience is primarily Gentile. [see insert] 

 

Why would Matthew take the time to record Jesus ministry among both the 

Jews and Gentiles when they are nearly the same? The answer is found in 

what happens between Jesus Jewish ministry and His Gentile ministry—

there’s a clue, a link, a hinge (15:1-28; A & B on outline).  

 

But before we review 15:1-28, I must remind you about the stark contrast 

between the Jews and the Gentiles. The Jews were the covenant people of 

God. The Jews were the people of God and God was the God of the Jews. 

The Gentiles, however, were considered outsiders. They were outside of a 

covenant relationship with God. They had no right to the covenant promises 

of the kingdom of God. The Gentiles were considered unclean by the Jews.   

 

In chapter 15, Jesus spars with the Pharisees over matters of cleanness and 

uncleanness. The Pharisees believe they are righteous because they follow 

certain external rituals such as ceremonial washing and they criticize Jesus’ 

disciples for not doing the same. But Jesus rejects the Pharisee’s self-

righteous efforts by clarifying that righteousness or unrighteousness is a 

matter of the heart (internal) rather than just a matter of the hands 

(external). In other words, a person is either clean or unclean based on his 

heart, not just his actions.  

 

The very next thing that happens (15:21-28) is that a woman comes to 

Jesus, pleading for Him to have mercy on her little girl who is cruelly demon 

possessed. But this woman is a Gentile woman, a Canaanite from Tyre. She’s 

considered unclean by the Jews, and as we saw last week, the seemingly 

least deserving to receive mercy from Israel’s Messiah.  

 

Do you remember how Jesus treated this woman? At first, He seemed 

unresponsive, and then gave her good reasons as to why He should not help 

her—she was outside the covenant people of God, what right did she have 

to God’s mercy? Jesus even used provocative language to press home the 

raw tensions between Jews and Gentiles. He did this as a means of testing 

this woman’s faith and when the woman persisted, Jesus commended her 

for her great faith and healed her daughter. Remember the main point we 

concluded with last week: God honors the Faith of undeserving sinners.  

 

Because of Jesus’ apparent reluctance to help her, it would be easy for us to 

get the idea that Jesus made an exception for this woman. But happens 

next? Jesus goes on to heal a multitude of Gentiles and feed them just as He 

did for His fellow Jews back in chapter 14. So now we see that this woman is 

not an exception, she’s an example of all who receive the blessings of the 

Kingdom of God. It is received by faith and faith alone.  

 

The Pharisees thought they were righteous by their works but Jesus 

reminded them that they needed a change of heart. And that change of 

heart is exemplified in this gentile woman who came to Jesus with a humble 



heart of faith, trusting in God’s mercy alone, and received the mercy she 

sought.  

 

When we step back and look at the big picture, I think the lesson is this: The 

messianic blessings of the kingdom of God are available to anyone who 

believes (Jew or Gentile), but only those who believe. The kingdom of God 

is not inherited on the basis of religious performances, religious heritage, 

or nationality, but only by personal faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

We must see the contrast between this gentile woman and the Jewish 

pharisees. Jesus rejected the self-righteous effort of the pharisees because 

they were trusting in themselves rather than in God. Yet He honored this 

woman who came to Him with empty-handed faith, knowing there was 

nothing pleasing to God that she could bring—only a heart that was trusting 

wholly and completely in His mercy.  

 

I believe Matthew is showing us by example what Paul taught in Romans 

3:28-30: “A man is justified by faith apart from works of the law…Is God the 

God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 

since indeed God who will justify the circumcised (Jews) by faith and the 

uncircumcised (Gentiles) by faith is one.” 

 

So what should our response be to Jesus, this Jewish Messiah who has 

mercy on Gentiles? 

 

Our response should be like the woman in Matt 15 who recognizes that she 

has no credibility in herself that she can trust in. Her only hope is to put all 

of her trust in the mercy of Jesus.  

 

Our response should be like the apostle Paul, who although He once had 

every religious credential in his resume, said, “whatever things were gain to 

me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than 

that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus My Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, 

not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which 

is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which come from God on the 

basis of faith” (Phil 3:7-9).  

 

In other words, lay down whatever you have been trusting in outside of 

Christ. Let go of it, consider it a hindrance rather than a help. Whenever we 

come to God with something we think we can offer, whether good words or 

religious practices, it actually detracts from our ability to trust wholly in God 

and not in ourselves. Come with empty, open hands to receive the mercy of 

forgiveness that only comes through the cross of Jesus.  

 

You can’t add to the cross. You can’t add to what Jesus did at the cross, 

where He offered up His perfect, infinite, righteous life as the Son of God in 

payment for your sin. You can’t add to that. But you can receive the mercy 

He offers you through it. Trust in Him. “Lord, have mercy on me! I have 

nothing to offer that can cover my sin. I trust wholly in You.”  

 

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, we come to a table of mercy. 

The Lord’s supper is a celebration of mercy to undeserving sinners. It’s a 

reminder that we are saved not by what we do, but by Christ Himself—He is 

our salvation.  

 

The Bible says it this way: “God made Christ who knew no sin to be sin on 

our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor 

5:21). In other words, Jesus took the wrath of God that sinners deserve 

upon Himself so that those who trust in Him could receive the favor of God 

that only His perfect Son deserves. 

 

The communion elements are for those who have taken Christ to 

themselves as their only hope. It’s a sign that they have entered into the 

new covenant with Christ, trusting in the sufficiency of His blood to cover 

their sin. If you are trusting in Jesus alone as your Savior, we welcome you 

to eat with us. Otherwise, we encourage you to respectfully pass by the 

bread and the cup. 

 

Communion 

Bread: 1 Cor 11:23+ 

Cup: Rom 4:7-8 


