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There is no better place for us to conclude our summer in the Psalms 

than in Psalm 150 which serves as the grand finale of praise for the 

hymnbook of the Psalms. If you were to think of the Psalms as a great 

musical work like Handel’s Messiah, Ps 150 would be the Hallelujah 

chorus of the Psalms.  [Ps 150] 

 

The Psalmist begins in vs. 1 by calling for God to be praised in two 

places. The first is His sanctuary, or His sacred place. On earth, this 

was the temple where God’s presence was acutely manifested in the 

holy of holies. It was a place where God’s people gathered for one 

purpose—to worship their great God.  

 

The second place where the psalmist calls for God to be praised is in 

the mighty expanse, the heavens. This too is God’s sanctuary where 

saints and angels never cease to express their adoration for the holy 

presence of God. In Isaiah 66 the Lord says, “Heaven is my throne and 

earth is my footstool. Where then is a house that you could build for 

Me? For my hand made all these things…”  

 

When God set out to build a sanctuary for Himself, He built the 

universe. When God set out to make a footstool for His feet, He 

fashioned the earth. So when the Psalmist calls for God to be praised 

in both in His sanctuary and His might expanse, there is a sense in 

which he is calling both heaven and earth (like antiphonal choirs) to 

blend their voices in a joint song of praise!  

 

The Psalmist here is acting the part of a great conductor. He steps to 

the podium to conduct this grand finale of praise. And one by one he 

cues those who are to join in a swelling crescendo of praise. First He 

cues the worshippers who gather at temple to sing. Then He cues the 

heavenly choirs of angels and saints to join in the chorus.  

 

Next he turns to the orchestra. In vs. 3 he cues the brass beginning 

with the trumpet section followed by the winds and strings and 

percussion, all building in a majestic fanfare of praise.  

 

Then suddenly the conductor turns on the podium and sends a cue to 

the entrance of the amphitheater. In come the skilled dancers with 

long, flowing, colorful ribbons and hundreds of banners raised up on 

high gold standards that bear the of names and titles for our Great 

God! [vs. 3-5] 

 

Why Music and dance? They are fitting expressions of beauty that 

celebrates the elegance, majesty, beauty, strength, and pleasure-

giving delight of God’s glory. And they well up from every faculty of 

our being—voice, body, mind, emotion—all harmoniously expressing 

a soul joyfully satisfied in God!   

 

Then with one climactic sweep of his hand, the conductor-psalmist 

commands all of creation to join in the song of praise: “let everything 

that has breath praise the Lord!”  

 

The Hebrew word for breath here is neshamah. In Genesis 2:7, it is 

neshamah that God breathed into the Adam’s nostrils—"the breath 

of life”—and he became a living being. Neshamah is also used to 

describe all living creatures on the earth in Gen 7:22.  

 

Imagine a symphony unlike you have ever heard, perfectly 

orchestrated to include the  heavenly and earthly voices of both men 

and angels accompanied not only by every musical instrument known 

to man, but the sound of all creation;  from the singing of birds to the 

call of the whales; the whistling of the eagles to the purring of a 

kitten. The tenderness of a gentle blowing breeze to the mighty 



roaring winds of an F6 tornado; the booming thunder of Niagara Falls, 

the crashing of ocean waves, and the soft soothing trickle of a creek 

in the melting snow.  

 

All the glorious sounds of creation resounding their Creator’s praise 

surrounded by the visual display of Sun, moon, stars, oceans, 

mountains, rainforests, and wild flowers, a million sun sets. This 

display of visual beauty set to glorious music is portrayed in [Psalm 

148:1-13] 

 

What does this grand finale celebrate? The meaning is found in Psalm 

150:2: “Praise Him for His mighty deeds; Praise Him according to His 

excellent greatness!”  

 

What are His mighty deeds for which He is to receive such high 

praise?  

 

� Every act of creation 

o 10 trillion galaxies, each one filled with 100 billion stars 

o The human eye; a butterfly coming out of cocoon 

o The human soul 

� Every aspect of our redemption 

o We thought it impressive when God redeemed Israel 

with grand-scale miracles—10 plagues, dividing the red 

sea, water from the rock, manna every morning.  

o Yet these pale in comparison to the redemptive acts of 

Christ—God, the second member of the Trinity, taking 

on human flesh, living a perfectly righteous life in a 

fallen world, bearing the wrath of God to the point of 

death on the cross, and then rising again overcoming 

the power of sin and death so that those who believe 

on Him could be made new, imputed with God’s very 

own righteousness.  

o In Christ we have been chosen, called, justified,  

redeemed, adopted, sanctified, and one day, glorified. 

� Every act of faithfulness to every believer in every age—

every provision, every protection, every blessing, every trial 

He stewards for our good.  

 

What is His excellent greatness?  

 

It literally means the greatness of His greatness or the magnitude of 

His greatness. I think its right to think of His excellent greatness as the 

infinite perfections of every attribute and aspect of God’s character.  

� The holiness of His holiness, incomparable and perfectly pure 

� The justice of His justice  

� The compassion of His compassion 

� The lovingkindness of His love—beyond measure,  

� The mercy of His mercy—wholly undeserved 

� The generosity of His generosity—never depleted  

� The faithfulness of His faithfulness—without fail 

� The power of his power, infinite, immeasurable 

� The wisdom of His wisdom, never questioning 

� The goodness of His goodness, not one shadow of diminished 

light 

� The patience of His patience, never forsaking truth, never 

forsaking love 

� The glory of His glory, which will always exceed full 

comprehension 

 

This is our God. For all His infinite perfections, for all His magnificent 

deeds, He deserves all praise from all creation! O Praise Him!! 

 

In response to Psalm 150, one old puritan eloquently explained that it 

is impossible for us to exaggerate the magnificence of our God: “The 

righteous set no bounds to their praise of the Most High. There is no 

danger that any creature will speak of God in terms too exalted; but 



rather that in our highest services we will fall below the glory of the 

theme. God’s perfections are infinite; and we should not seek to limit 

our expressions of gratitude and adoration. Both what God has done 

and what He is will fully warrant the most heavenly strains….”1 

 

Right worship is the wholehearted response of awe and gladness 

that will one day crescendo from all of heaven and earth for the 

glorious splendor of God’s unspeakable greatness and mighty deeds.  

 

This morning we are going to give several individuals the opportunity 

to lift of personal psalms of praise—testimonies of God’s mighty 

deeds in which they have seen evidences of His grace.  

 

 

 
1 W.S. Plumer, Psalms. Banner of Truth. Pg. 1210.  


