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There is an aspect of the Christmas story that we rarely include in its 

retelling. An aspect that unsettles our tidings of comfort and joy. It is that 

portion of the story that includes the horrific bloodshed of all the children 

under 2 years of age in Bethlehem by king Herod who was fearful and 

paranoid of any possible rival to his throne—even if it be but a child.  

 

Sometimes we forget that the Christ-child, who had the full and perfect 

favor of God on His life, was even in his earliest days plagued with 

persecution. Just think of the suffering His family endured, fearing for their 

lives, fleeing to Egypt as refugees, being displaced from family, friends, and 

fellow Israelites. And this was but a foretaste of the persecution that Jesus 

would endure during His adult years by both religious and pagan leaders, 

culminating in His brutal suffering and death by crucifixion.  

 

My purpose in drawing this to our attention is to challenge the way we think 

about the favor of God. We normally associate the favor of God with a life 

of blessing, and there is certainly plenty of evidence for that throughout the 

Bible. But does the favor of God mean an absence of suffering? If we take 

the life of Christ as the perfect model, the perfect template, for a life under 

God’s favor, there must be plenty of room for both blessing and suffering 

under the favor of God. In fact we could say that if you are being persecuted 

for the sake of righteousness, then you are walking in the footsteps of Christ 

which will result in ultimate blessing—though it may cost you your life now!  

 

There are times when God’s favor will spare you of suffering and danger—

praise God! And there are times when the favor of God will result in 

suffering the persecution of this world. You will suffer the hostility of 

darkness because you stand in the light of God’s favor. So in one sense, 

Jesus lived the most fruitful life on this earth because He had the favor of 

God. Yet Jesus suffered because He had the favor of God. But in the end, 

God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name above all names—

the highest blessing.  

 

So what do we learn from this? The favor of God must not be measured 

merely by your present circumstances, but by the righteous, God-pleasing 

character that He has promised will not escape His ultimate blessing.  

 

Because God ensures that blessing is the final outcome for the righteous, 

fear of persecution can be replaced with faithful proclamation of gospel 

hope.  

 

1. Righteous suffering for Christ is a pathway to blessing (13-14). 

 

[13-14] Vs. 14 is making a claim that suffering for the sake of righteousness 

will result in blessing. This is the opposite of how we normally think, that 

blessing is the absence of suffering. But when that suffering is the 

consequence of doing what is right, the suffering becomes a pathway to 

ultimate blessing. There is an essential relationship between righteousness 

and blessing. Blessing belongs to righteousness. Blessing is the child of 

righteousness. Blessing is birthed out of righteousness. And blessing is 

aborted by unrighteousness.  

 

Peter already hinted at this connection between righteousness and blessing 

last week (vs. 9-12) when he called us to a life of blessing others with a life 

of righteousness (not speaking deceitfully, turning away from evil and 

pursing peace). And then he explicitly says in vs. 12, “for the eyes of the Lord 

are toward the righteous…but the face of the Lord is against those who do 

evil.”  

 

Now, the reason I ventured back into vs. 9-12 is two-fold. First, I simply 

want you to see that this connection between righteousness and blessing 

that is explicit in vs. 14 was also present in the preceding verses—so this is 

no small matter. Second, when we pick up in vs. 13 today we are not 

beginning with a new idea. What we can’t see in many of our English 

translations is that the first word of vs. 13 (where we are picking up today) 

in the Greek text is kai (and; ESV—“now”).  

 

The idea is this: If God’s eyes of favor are on the righteous, but His face is 

against those who do evil, then who can ultimately harm you if you pursue 

what is good and right? Or in the words of Paul in Romans 8, “If God is for 



us, who is against us?” Of course, this doesn’t mean that we won’t have any 

enemies on this earth—Peter is writing to a persecuted church. Rather, 

Peter and Paul are both encouraging us that regardless of what our enemies 

do to us now, they never have the last word—God does. So the most 

important thing is not where you stand in relationship to your enemies, but 

where you stand in relationship to God.  

 

Peter is pointing us to the great dividing line of all humanity (12-13). You are 

either with God and have His favor or you are against Him and are subject to 

His wrath. If you are with Him, no one can ultimately ruin you—your soul is 

eternally secure in Christ. If you are against Him, no one can rescue you 

from His wrath. And If you truly believe what I have just said, God will be 

the most important reality in your life. If fact, adhering to His righteous 

ways will be worth suffering for in this life because in the end it will be 

rewarded with divine blessing.  

 

So vs. 13 is true in a general sense that you will have less reason to suffer 

when you do what is right. But more importantly it is true in the ultimate 

sense, that those who pursue righteousness will indeed be blessed in the 

last day, eternally.  

 

Now we can make better sense of vs. 14: “But even if you should suffer for 

the sake of righteousness [in the meantime], you are blessed” because the 

eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and his face is against those who 

do evil—He has the last word!1  

 

So how should that change the way we live in the face of persecution? Vs. 

14: “Do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled.” This carries the 

weight of a command. Don’t let the fear of man prevent you from doing 

what is right. Rather, keep doing what is right in the fear of God. How do 

you not be troubled in the face of persecution? Keeping your eyes on 

eternity [1:3-5] 

 

And so we can say that righteous suffering for the sake of Christ is a 

pathway to blessing. Why? Because righteousness is the pathway to 

 
1 Note the close parallel between I Peter 3:14 and 4:14. 

blessing and the temporary cost of suffering to do what is right will not 

forfeit—it will actually confirm—the promise of God’s blessing. This call to 

fearless courage leads to our 2nd point:  
 

2. Righteous suffering for Christ is a platform for evangelism (15-16).  

 

[vs. 15-16] Thousands of books have been written on various approaches to 

evangelism—how to share the gospel with unbelievers. But I don’t know of 

a single book that has championed the approach of vs. 15 which is this: God 

may will that you suffer for doing what is right (vs. 17) so that those who 

cause your suffering may have occasion to see that suffering cannot deplete 

your hope in Christ. God’s purpose for suffering in your life may be to 

showcase the hope of the gospel as superior to the power of suffering.  

 

So Peter says, sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart. That is, set Him apart as 

Lord of your life. That means that He will be the sole master you serve, not 

someone else. When someone seeks to intimidate you with the cost of 

suffering if you do what is right, you must not give them mastery over your 

heart and life because you have reserved that place for Christ alone.  

 

So setting apart Christ as Lord in your hearts means that you keep walking in 

obedience to Him regardless of the earthly cost. You keep hoping in Christ in 

the face of suffering and then when those who cause your suffering see that 

the one thing they can’t take away from you is your hope, be ready to tell 

them where your hope comes from.  

 

The idea behind vs. 15 is that we are to always be ready to give the reason 

for the hope within us. This is something that every believer can do because 

at the most basic level, all it requires is a clear understanding of the gospel. 

The gospel is the reason for your hope. You have hope that endures 

suffering because Christ died for your sins and reconciled you to God. 

Through faith in Christ, God has turned His favor toward you and promised 

that He will ultimately reward your obedience with blessing and that no 

amount of suffering on this earth can separate you from the love of God 

which has been lavished upon you in Christ. Furthermore, you need not lash 



out at those who cause you pain because the face of the Lord is against 

those who do evil—He will have the final word.2  

 

Now Peter goes on to instruct us as to the manner in which we are to share 

the hope of the gospel with others. First, he says we are to do it with 

gentleness. Not in a spirit of hostility or harshness, not argumentively. Our 

gentleness will communicate compassionate love. It is born out of a concern 

for their eternal souls. Gentleness does not seek to merely win the 

conversation but to win them over to the mercy of Christ.  

 

Second, we are to communicate our hope with reverence. Respect is not the 

best translation here because the actual word that Peter uses is fear 

(phobos). As we have already seen, Peter’s use of the word fear in this letter 

is always in reference to God. The clear message of I Peter is to not fear man 

but to live in the fear of God. So although we should speak respectfully to 

those we are witnessing to, what Peter is actually saying here is that we are 

to witness out of reverence for God which gives us the courage to not 

compromise in our witness.  

 

Finally, we must proclaim the gospel from a pure life or a good conscience. 

[vs. 16] That is, don’t allow sin and hypocrisy undermine the very message 

you proclaim which is a message of freedom from sin. Now we are right 

back to where we started in [2:11-12]. Now he says [3:16]. You cannot 

ultimately determine whether a persons will turn to Christ as a result of 

understanding the hope within you or if they will be humiliated on the day 

of judgment when your costly obedience will be vindicated. Either way, your 

responsibility is the same—to refrain from sin and give the reason for the 

hope within you.  

 

Now a couple closing thoughts from vs. 17.3 First, Peter says “it is better to 

suffer from doing what is right rather than from doing what is wrong.” Keep 

in mind that sin will most definitely lead to suffering (both short-term and 

long-term) while righteousness may be temporarily met with suffering. 

 
2 Or in the words of chapter 1, you have a “living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 

undefiled and will not face away reserved in heaven for you, who are [ultimately] 

Make sure that if you are suffering as a result of your actions, your suffering 

is not the result of sin but rather the result of obedience to Christ. Its 

tempting for us, when we face the possible cost of obedience, to think that 

a little compromise might spare us from suffering. But Peter reminds us that 

it is better to suffer for doing what’s right knowing that righteous suffering 

will result in blessing, rather than to suffer for sin which has no beneficial 

value.  

 

The second thing I want you to see in vs. 17 is a word of encouragement in 

the phrase, “if God should will it so.” It is essential for you to remember that 

whatever suffering you may face in this life, God is sovereign over it all. This 

doesn’t excuse the evil intentions of men—they will give an account to God. 

It doesn’t excuse the role of Satan—he will be cast into the lake of fire. But 

it does give you the assurance that if you suffer for the sake of obedience to 

Christ, God will work out His higher purpose of showcasing the hope of 

Christ through you and enhancing the blessing of your eternal reward.  

 

protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time…” 
3 Note close parallels in I Peter 2:20; 3:17; 15-16. 


