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It has been such a gift to sing these joyful Christmas songs together with you 

along with the reading of the Christmas story. And all of this joyful, 

triumphant Christmas music is something that we should not take for 

granted, because it has not always been this way. For much of church 

history, Christmas music was dark and somber and most often sung in Latin 

which you may or may not have been able to understand.  

 

For example, the hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel,” probably the oldest 

Christmas song sung today, was written around the year 800 A.D. This 

somber hymn, written in a minor key is perhaps the best example of what 

church music was like for much of church history. To get a taste of it, I’m 

going to sing the second verses and I want you to hum along. [vs. 2-“Dayspring”] 

 

Do you feel how dark and heavy it is? The lyrics even acknowledge this: 

“disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to 

flight.” And then they call us to rejoice! Yet the music contains very little 

sense of cheer or joy. My guess is that the clergy of the day did not want to 

lose the weightiness of Christmas. The incarnation, the eternal divine Son 

taking on humanity to bear our sin is a weighty matter. Yet the lay people 

grew unsatisfied with the dreary music of Christmas. They wanted songs 

that would reflect the another aspect of the Christmas story: “Behold I bring 

you good news of great joy which shall be for all the people. For 

today…there is born to you a Savior who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

 

So the layman began to write joyful Christmas carols, like the one we sang 

last week. I’ll sing vs. 1, you join me on the chorus. [God Rest Ye Merry 

Gentlemen—1600‘s] Take note of the reason he gives in vs. 1 to rejoice and 

not be dismayed. Why has Christ come? “To save us all from Satan’s power 

when we were gone astray.” Now is that what you typically think of as the 

meaning of Christmas—to save us from Satan’s power? Well its true, but we 

tend to focus exclusively on Christ coming to save us from our sin. In fact, 

the hymn writer was so captivated by the fact that Christ came to save us 

from Satan’s power, that he had to tell us about it again in vs. 3! [vs. 3] 

So the question is, does Scripture warrant this strong emphasis that Christ 

came to save us from Satan’s power. Well, in fact, one of the unlikely places 

we find Christmas in the Bible is in Hebrews chapter 2, and there we 

discover that one of the purposes behind Christmas is that Jesus came to 

rescue us from Satan’s power. [Hebrews 2:14-15, 17-18] 

 

Did you see Christmas in vs. 14? Because we are flesh and blood, “He 

Himself likewise also partook of the same.” That is, the Divine Son took on 

the flesh and blood.  That’s the incarnation. That’s what miraculously took 

place in Mary’s womb so that the child in the manger was fully God and fully 

man. And what was the purpose behind this? Vs. 14: “that through death He 

might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil. 

So the first thing we see is that… 

 

1. Jesus came to render Satan powerless by taking the power of 

death away from him (14, 17). How did Jesus do this? Through His 

death (according to vs. 14). But how does Jesus death take the 

power out of death? That answer is in vs. 17: “he had to be made 

like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful 

and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people. That is, He became a man to 

become a wrath-absorbing sacrifice for our sins! 

 

So there is a connection here between freeing us from our sins and stripping 

death and Satan of power. Here’s why. Eternal death is the judgment of God 

upon sin. So sin is the problem. Death is the consequence. God is the judge. 

If your sin is dealt with in a way that satisfies God’s perfect justice, the 

consequence or sentence of death is lifted. Jesus died in your place to take 

the sentence of death off of your shoulders and put it on His. Then God 

raised Him from the dead so that the power and permanence of death was 

broken—rendering death powerless.  

 

But what does Christ’s payment for sin and triumph over death have to do 

with stripping Satan of his power? The only ultimate lethal weapon that 

Satan has against you is to tempt you to sin and persuade you to stay in 

your sin so that the guillotine of God’s judgement falls on your head for your 

own sin and you go into eternity without the saving grace and mercy of 



Jesus Christ because you choose to cling to your sin over Christ. Satan is a 

nasty manipulator who is trying to keep you from being reconciled to God 

so that God’s own righteous judgment will fall on you. Satan is trying to use 

God’s righteousness and your sin against you!  

 

But if you are reconciled to God by receiving Christ, Christ’s death pays the 

full penalty for your sin, God’s justice is satisfied, and the consequences of 

eternal death are lifted from you because the eternal Son died in your place. 

So death loses its power and Satan loses his ability to wield death’s power 

against us.  

 

Think of it this way, Satan wants us to go into the dungeon of eternal death 

where there is no way out—just an eternity of judgment for sins against an 

eternal God. But Christ took on flesh and blood so that he could die the 

death of a man. And by His death He went into the dungeon and blew a hole 

through the dungeon by His resurrection so that the dungeon becomes a 

tunnel into eternal life for those who are one with Christ and share in His 

resurrection.  

 

I call it a tunnel, because the believer still experiences physical death, but 

physical death for the Christian is merely a doorway into our eternal 

heavenly life. The unbeliever goes into death as judgment. The believer goes 

through death as the passageway heaven. So death is no longer a power 

against us but a servant for us. Death is a chauffeur that opens the door to 

heaven.  

 

This leads us to a second reason that writer of Hebrews tells us as to why 

Jesus came, which is a result of the first… 

 

2. Jesus came to free us from the enslaving fear of death (15). [vs.15] 

If Christ took the permanence out of death so that Satan can no 

longer use it against you eternally, you can live for God with fearless 

courage because the worst thing that man or Satan can do to you is 

open the door, through which we will be escorted into eternal joy.  

 

But Satan doesn’t want you to see him as a chauffer, so he takes off his little 

chauffeur’s hat and puts on his dark mask and points his gun at you to fill 

you will all the fear of death. He can’t change the eternal destiny of those 

who have been set free in Christ, but would love to deceive you into living in 

constant fear of death.  

 

What vs. 15 is reminding us, is that Satan may point his gun at you, but the 

chamber is empty. Christ has taken the bullets. The chamber was emptied 

on Christ at the cross and so the gun of death is powerless toward you if 

Christ has stood in your place.  

 

If you believe and hope in Christ, you no longer need to fear death. You can 

live a contented, courageous life of peace.  

 

There is another reason that Christ came, according to Hebrews 2. He came 

not only to render Satan and death powerless by taking our sin upon 

Himself. He came not only to free us from the fear of death. He came, 

thirdly… 

 

3. Jesus came to help us live faithfully in the face of temptation as 

our sympathetic and faultless advocate (17-18). [vs. 17-18] Jesus 

came to live a human life. He understand what its like to live in this 

fallen world. He is Emmanuel, God with us! And therefore He can 

identify with our weakness and suffering. He understands the 

tremendous power of temptation. And so He is in a position to be 

sympathetic and merciful toward us.  

 

Yet He never gave into the temptation to sin and so He can stand faultless 

before God as truly righteous on our behalf. Vs 18 emphasizes that Jesus 

was tempted while He suffered. In other words, He had to choose between 

sin and suffering. I Peter 4:1 says, “since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm 

yourselves with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh 

has ceased from sin.” I think what this means is that you triumph over sin 

with true righteousness when you’d rather suffer than sin.  

 

Jesus’ righteousness was validated as authentic because He refused to walk 

the road of sin even when it meant having to walk the road of suffering. So 

what we see here is that Jesus is able to help us before God because He is 

faultless and He is willing to help us because he is merciful.  



So what is Christmas? It is the celebration that Christ has come to take the 

power of death away from Satan by saving us from our sins, freeing us from 

the fear of death, and helping us overcome the ongoing temptation to sin in 

this life. Christ has come. Yet His life, death and resurrection are only 

beneficial to those who receive Him by faith as Lord and Savior.  

 

If you don’t receive Him, you have no ability to rival the power of 

temptation and the power of Satan. Your sin keeps you under the judgment 

of God forever.  

 

But if you receive Him, He not only saves you from sin and death in the end,  

He also blesses you with a life of courage, comfort, and joy now.  

� Courage to live in fearless obedience to God because your greatest 

enemy (Satan) and your greatest fear (death) have already a been 

overcome.  

� Comfort because Jesus walks with you through the hardships of life 

as a sympathetic and compassionate helper.  

� Joy because God’s favor has been restored to you and eternally 

secured for you as a reconciled child of God.  

 

This is why for hundreds of years God’s people sing: God rest Ye merry 

Gentlemen—which in the 800’s meant, God make you mighty1, courageous, 

bold! Let nothing you dismay. Remember Christ our Savior was born on 

Christmas day to save us all from Satan’s power—our greatest enemy. Oh, 

tidings of comfort and joy. Oh, tidings of COMFORT and JOY!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Ace Collins. Stories Behind the Best-loved Songs of Christmas. Pg. 56.  


