
 

“Parting the Red Sea” 

Exodus 14 
3-8-20 

Scripture Reading: Exodus 14 

 

Prayer: Father, our hearts are so bent in the direction of doubt, unbelief, skepticism, 

and cynicism that we need the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit to not only 

open our eyes but to cause us to receive the glory of our God so as to birth confident 

faith in You. Almighty Father, if You could part the Red Sea and delivere Your people 

through it, then You can certainly rend our hearts to pray with great faith. We ask 

for this with confidence because of Christ and in His name, Amen.  

 

As we come to Exodus 14 its important for us to note where we are in the 

story line of Bible. God established for Himself a chosen people, that is, a 

people who would be His very own through a covenant God made with 

Abraham and His descendants. During a time of famine, Abraham’s 

descendants moved down to Egypt for food, and as they multiplied greatly 

there, the Egyptians made them slaves for fear that they would overtake 

Egypt.  

 

Then God raised up Moses to deliver God’s people from Egypt and the 

heavy hand of Pharaoh. God did this by sending 10 miraculous plagues 

through the word of Moses so that the Egyptians would know precisely that 

it was God who was doing these things.  

� Turned the Nile to blood 

� Infestation of frogs  

� Gnats 

� Swarms of flies  

� Deadly pestilence on Egyptian livestock (but not Hebrews’) 

� Plague of boils on man and beast  

� Hailstorm wiping out crops 

� Plague of locusts—devoured whatever was left from the hail 

� Severe darkness for 3 days (light only in Hebrew dwellings)  

� Plague of death (every firstborn son and animal) 

Each of these plagues demonstrated God’s absolute supremacy over the 

false gods of Egypt. Yet every plague resulted in the hardening of Pharaoh’s 

heart, either by God for by Pharaoh himself. After the last plague (death), 

Pharaoh let the Israelites leave Egypt. Yet no sooner had he let them, but He 

had a hardened change of heart and began to pursue them with His army. 

This brings us to the events of Exodus 14.  

 

Have you ever wondered why God’s deliverance often comes via the long 

route in our lives? Haven’t you notice how rarely God’s leads us by the 

shortest route? Certainly there are times when God works expediently in 

answer to our prayers, but the Christian life as a whole is not a short cut.  

 

Let me state the obvious. God knows what He is doing as He orchestrates 

the big picture and the details of our lives. Everything God does is with 

purpose. He never once acts without wise strategic purpose—even when He 

leads us via the long route through the wilderness.  

 

We see this clearly at the end of [Exodus 13:17-18, 21]. God knew that the 

Israelites were not ready to face the intense circumstances of war. Perhaps 

they were not ready in terms of physical training, but most likely they were 

not ready to trust the Lord in that level of circumstance. So God, by His 

mercy, leads them into the wilderness to protect them and to provide 

opportunities for growth (assuming responsibility for their needs in the 

wilderness).  

 

Of course, the wilderness was not going to be easy. Yet the journey would 

be filled with Divine purpose. Forty years later in Deuteronomy 8, Moses 

explains what God’s purpose was for the wilderness: “[Dt 8:2-6]”  

 

So God’s purpose was to humble them, so they would not trust in 

themselves, and to train them to trust in the sufficiency of God. He’s 

bringing them to terms with the reality of their dependence and God’s 

dependability (faithfulness). The wilderness is meant to be a journey of faith 

and spiritual maturity.  

 

Deut 8 gives us some essential insight into 2 aspects of spiritual maturity. 

The mature person is the one who has an honest evaluation of himself 

(according to God’s perspective) and an accurate revelation of who God is 

(according to God’s perspective), such that his life is a response of faith 

and obedience to the Lord. So the mature persons sees himself as God sees 



 

him and sees God as God sees Himself and lives accordingly. You cannot be 

a mature person if either is lacking.  

 

So what is God’s purpose for the wilderness you may find yourself in? His 

purpose is to train you to trust Him through circumstances that, on one 

hand, convince you that you are not self-sufficient and, on the other, reveal 

that God is more than sufficient for those who trust in Him. The question is, 

will you trust Him on the wilderness journey?  

 

 You may say, “But Ty, my situation is not just difficult, it seems impossible.” 

Yes, that’s where God works (either by His delivering power or by His 

sustaining grace). Notice, that when God lead his people out of Egypt and 

into the wilderness, He led them by way of a dead end! [14:1-3] 

 

Let me interpret the geography here for you:  

� The Red Sea in front 

� The Mountains on one side 

� The Desert on the other side 

� Egypt bearing down behind them 

From a human perspective they are trapped—and God has led them there.  

 

What’s the typical response of a juvenile heart toward God when we hit the 

dead end? “God what are you doing?!” Let’s change that ourburst into a 

statement of faith: “God I know that You know what You are doing.”  

We might just ask ourselves: 

� Does God know what He is doing?  

� Does God always have purpose and wisdom behind what He does?  

� Is God worthy of my trust?  

So what do we do? What is always the first step of faith? Pray!  

How?  

� Recall who God is 

� Rehearse what God has done 

� Revel in God’s sovereign reign over all 

� Respond with a heart of active trust in the Lord.  

So let me summarize the first thing that we have learned so far… 

 

1. God will graciously lead His people into a strategic place of 

desperation to stimulate their growth and demonstrate His glory 

(Ex 13:17-21; 14:1-3).  

 

Your circumstances may be very different from those in Ex 14, but God’s 

purpose for your wilderness experience is very much the same. He is 

graciously bringing you to the end of yourself so that you will learn to trust 

in God and experience Him as the only One who is sufficient to meet your 

needs.  

 

Let’s pick up the story now in [14:3-9] 

We need to unpack vs. 4. God says He will do two things to accomplish a 

particular purpose. He will 1) hardened Pharaoh’s heart, 2) He will be 

honored by Pharaoh and his army, and He will do this for the purpose of 

making it known that He is the Lord.  

 

Apparently vs. 4 is very important because, again in vs. 8 we see again that 

God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and then these things are reiterated yet 

another time in [vs. 17-18]. Let’s break it down… 

 

First, God hardens Pharaoh’s heart. Normally we think of man hardening his 

own heart, and he does. Throughout the book of Exodus, Pharaoh hardens 

his own heart repeatedly but we are also told expressly that God hardened 

Pharaoh’s heart repeatedly. So there are two ways in which the human 

heart hardens against God. The first is by our resistance to the truth that is 

revealed to us—particularly through God’s word. In fact, its possible to 

harden our hearts against God to the point that our hearts are so hard that 

any further revelation will only serve to harden us yet further. This is why 

Hebrews 3 (quoting OT scripture) says, “Today if you heart His voice, do now 

harden your heart.”  

 

The second way the human heart can be hardened is by God Himself. This is 

what we call a judicial hardening of the heart. That is, when God hardens 

the heart, He does it as an act of judgment upon him. This is common in 

both the Old and New Testaments. We see it in the OT prophets. We see it 

in the ministry of Jesus. For example, in Mark 4:12, Jesus quotes Isaiah 6, to 



 

explain that one of the reasons He spoke in parables was so that some may 

see yet not perceive and hear yet not understand lest they return and be 

forgiven. In other words, sometimes Jesus’ parables served the purpose of 

bringing about a judicial hardening of the heart. Normally we think of God’s 

judgment as a future reality, and it is in the ultimate sense. But sometimes, 

God’s future judgment is sealed in the present hardening of the heart. And 

that is what is happening to Pharaoh.1  

 

The second thing we need to unpack in vs. 4 is that God says that He will be 

honored through Pharaoh and his army. Is it because Pharaoh is going to 

bow down and worship the Lord with a heart of obedient faith? No, rather 

God will be honored in the downfall and ultimate judgment of His hardened 

enemy. This points us to a remarkable truth in the Bible. God will be 

glorified in all things! There is nothing in this life that will not ultimately 

result in God’s glory. In the end, every person and every human act will 

result in God’s glory by either coming under the redemption of Christ and 

being forgiven or by being subjected to the final judgment of God.  

 

If at the final judgment there was anything that did not result in God’s glory, 

God would have failed in His purpose because if He alone is the Lord, then 

He alone must have supreme honor. So let’s summarize this as our second 

main point from Ex 14… 

 

2. God will ultimately be glorified as supreme (the only God!) in all 

things, including both the deliverance of His people and the 

downfall and judgment of His enemies (Ex 14:4-9).  

 

This is a means of great comfort for God’s people. There are times when we 

will be taken advantage of or violated and no earthly justice will be served—

the perpetrators will seem to get away with it. Yet we can be assured that 

God’s glory (which is also our purpose in life) will be served either through 

 
1 In Romans 1, homosexuality is presented as an act of judgment (judicial 

hardening) when God gave over to degrading passions those who replace a heart of 

worship for a heart of idolatry.  

mercy that brings that sinner to repentance or by bringing that sin to final 

justice in the last day.  

 

Let’s pick up the story again in [vss. 10-12] 

Its not surprising that the Israelites were frightened. Though they were a 

million people strong, they were mere civilians and the well trained 

Egyptian army was now close enough they could see them coming.  

 

The Israelites cry out to the Lord, but what was the nature of their cry? Was 

it a cry of faith or was it merely a cry of panic? Israel’s desperation is seen in 

her crying out to the Lord. But their immaturity is seen in their crying out 

against their leader, Moses.  

 

Fear has a way of displaying what is really in our hearts and what comes out 

of the Israelites in face of this terror is a vicious venom of anger. Their words 

are caustic, like acid to the eyes. One Bible scholar claims that the Egyptians, 

who specialized in graves, had up to ¾ of its land area available for graves,2 

yet they say, “is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you led out 

here to die in the wilderness?...it would be better to be slaves in Egypt.”  

 

The danger of fear itself is that in it we are tempted to forget the Lord—

who God is, what He is capable of, and what He has already done. And 

spiritual forgetfulness deflates faith. Notice that the Israelites seem to have 

forgotten the 10 miraculous plagues of Egypt that they just witnessed. And 

we do the same. We retort, “Yes, we know God has done great things in the 

past, but this situation is different!” Well, it may be very different, but God 

isn’t!  

� God has infinite power and wisdom 

� He knows what He is doing 

� He is worthy of our trust.  

 

Here’s our 3rd take away… 

2 Walter Kaiser, Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Exodus, pg. 387.  



 

3. God will use fearful circumstances to disclose what is truly in our 

hearts, revealing if we have forgotten God or if we cling to Him by 

faith (Ex 14:10-12). 

 

In contrast to the Israelites fear and accusations, Moses responds with faith 

and encouragement. [13-14] 

 

Notice here, Moses doesn’t get caught up in defending himself. He just 

points them back to the Lord. In essence, He says, God is about to do 

something extraordinary to save you, but not until you are silent. You know, 

you can’t hear the Lord while you are murmuring and complaining, nor can 

you see through eyes of faith while you are giving all of your attention to 

what you fear.  

 

So when Moses says, “Do not fear!” it is an encouragement, its is a rebuke, 

and it is a command. What Moses is saying is, “Don’t give in to fear. Don’t 

let fear control you.” Fear is a sense of alarm for possible danger (a God-

given means for protection). But fear turns sinful when we believe that what 

threatens us is more powerful than God’s ability to deliver us, and our 

hearts become paralyzed with fear.  

 

By the way, Moses’ call to “stand by and see” how God will fight for them is 

not a call to complete inactivity. Waiting on the Lord means actively trusting 

in the Lord. That activity certainly includes prayer and then acting in 

cooperation with our trust in the Lord as He reveals the next step of 

obedience.  

 

This is why the Lord tells Moses in vs. 15, “Why are you crying out to Me? 

Tell the sons of Isael to [get moving]. Lift up your staff over the sea and 

divide it.” God is saying, “I will deliver you but you still have a role to play. 

Put your faith into action!”  

 

And as Moses puts his faith into action, God puts His hand of deliverance 

into motion. [vss. 19-31 (emphatic comment)] 

 

Here’s our take-away… 

 

4. God’s limitless ability to protect and deliver singlehandedly should 

be met with the fear of God and obedient faith.  

 

God’s ability to protect and deliver is as limitless as His ability to create. He 

can suspend the laws of nature, He can influence the hearts and minds of 

people and He do it without any help from us, yet He most often works in 

conjunction with our active faith and obedience.   

 

Yet even when God works through means, whether it be through Moses’ 

outstretched arms, or through the means of surgeons, EMTS, counselors, 

generous benefactors or intercessors, we must never forget that they are 

but means through which the unseen hand of Providence is working. 

Leading our hearts to trust in the Lord, begins with training our eyes to see 

His hand.  

 

And when we see God’s hand at work, whether healing or making provision 

or bringing spiritual awakening to a soul, it should lead to the same 

response that Israel had in vs. 31—to fear the Lord and believe.  

 

If ever we have seen the extraordinary hand of God in extraordinary times, 

it is here in Exodus 14. So how should all this impact the way we pray this 

week? How does Ex 14 serve to build confidence in the God to whom we 

pray?  

 

We can prayer with greater confidence knowing that…. 

 

A. God knows what He is doing through the circumstances of my life. 

He is orchestrating my journey and has designed my present 

circumstance as an opportunity to trust Him and experience His 

sufficiency.  

 

B. God will ultimately be glorified in all things. Therefore, I know the 

ultimate direction in which to pray and I don’t need to fret when 

things don’t seem to work out.  

 



 

C. Fear is a God-given reminder to put my faith into action by recalling 

who God is, rehearsing what God has done, resting in God’s 

sovereign reign over all, and responding with active trust in the 

Lord.  

 

D. God is limitless in His power to intervene in my life.  

 

Daily prayer challenge: “Lord if you can part the Red Sea for the children of 

Israel, then certainly you can __________________ .  


