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Welcome to our new series, Extraordinary Times, Extraordinary God!  

The purpose of this series is to build confident faith in the God to whom 

we pray. Extraordinary times call for extraordinary prayer by exercising faith 

in our extraordinary God. During these spring months, I believe that God is 

calling us to fervently pray for healing, provision, and spiritual awakening. 

This is a time of opportunity, by our prayers, to leave no limits on what God 

is welcome to do.  

 

This series is going to be a little bit like looking through a divine photo 

album. We will be looking at some snapshots of what God has done 

throughout history. And by seeing the works of God, we are we are going to 

gain a fresh sense of who God is. My prayer is that as we behold the 

greatness of God through the highlights of His mighty works, it will infuse 

our prayers with vibrant faith through a renewed confidence in God.  

 

So get ready for a great adventure. We are going to find ourselves crossing 

the Red Sea, eating Manna in the wilderness, marching around Jericho, 

praying from the fiery furnace and the lion’s den, and singing with Paul and 

Silas in prison—just to name a few.  

 

A couple weeks ago we transitioned from I Peter to this new series by a 

careful examination of our need to forsake personal sin, so that our prayers 

will not be hindered. And so today as we look at Psalm 33 to gain insight 

into the pathway of praying with power, we must not overlook this essential 

prerequisite.  

 

� Psalm 66:18: “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear.” 

� I Peter 4:7: “The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and His 

ears attend to their prayer.  

� James 5:16: “The effective prayer of the righteous man can 

accomplish much.”  

 

And so the very first essential to praying with power, before we even talk 

about the role of faith, is removing the road blocks of sin that hinder our 

prayers, regardless of how strong our faith may be.  

 

Having said that, let now turn our attention to Psalm 33 to discover a basic 

pathway to praying with power. There are two ways to learn about prayer in 

the Bible. One is to study passages that teach on prayer. The other is to look 

at actual prayers in the Bible and observe how they model prayer for us. Ps 

33 is the latter. It is a prayer, a Psalm of praise that models a framework for 

robust prayer. Let’s look at the Ps 33 in four sections, each of which 

represent an aspect of God-centered prayer.  

 

Psalm 33 calls us to…. 

1. Praise God for His worth (1-5). 

 

[1-5] The best way to begin our prayers, is always by focusing on the 

character of God. The Psalmist is calling the upright to the most fitting 

response for those who walk with God: Sing for joy…give thanks…sing to 

Him a new song! Vs. 4 gives us the reason: “For the word of the Lord is 

upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness.” The idea behind 

faithfulness here, is that everything God does is right and true.  

 

Keep in mind that everything God does is an outworking of who He is. The 

word of the Lord is upright because God Himself is upright. When vs. 5 says, 

“He loves righteousness and justice” it’s because He Himself is just and 

righteous. Furthermore, the whole earth is full of His lovingkindness. The 

word here is chesed. His covenant love and faithfulness is evident 

everywhere because His creation is a reflection of who He is.  

 

*Principle to praying with power: Recall who God is. This is the best place to 

begin every time we pray. I’m not talking about just knowing or being 

conscious of who God is, but actually saying it. When we acknowledge who 

God is, our faith will rise beyond the level of our circumstance to reflect His 

greatness and worth.  
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We want to develop a life of God-centered prayer. By God-centered prayer I 

mean not only pray that seeks to align oneself with the will of God, but also 

prayer that is permeated by the awesome reality of who God is. The more 

that God’s character permeates your prayer, the less anxiety will be present 

in your prayer because the focus of your heart is shifting from the weight of 

your circumstances to the infinite greatness of God.  

 

Psalm 33 is permeated with the character of God:  

� Vs. 4: upright and faithful 

� Vs. 5: righteous and just, and God of lovingkindness 

� Vs. 6-9: Creator with infinite power 

� Vs. 8: He is to be feared and regarded with awe 

� Vs. 13-15, 18-19; God of providential care 

� Vs. 15: God of wisdom (knows the hearts of men) 

� Vs. 16-17: Our Deliverer  

� Vs. 20: Our help and Shield 

Virtually, every verse bleeds what is true of God! This is how you pray in 

faith. You pray by intentionally setting your eyes on who God is.  

 

2. Revere God for his mighty works (6-9). 

 

[vs. 6-9] The Psalmist momentarily fixes His attention on God as the Creator 

of infinite power. [By the way, it is this focus God as the sovereign Creator 

that caused me to choose Psalm 33 to start our series. The very first of 

extraordinary times in history for God to display His extraordinary wisdom 

and power was in Genesis 1:2 when “the earth was formless and void, and 

darkness hovered over the surface of the deep.” Our extraordinary God 

created all the intricacies and complexities of this beautiful world set in the 

grandeur of a universe so great we have yet to discover its bounds!]  

 

In vs. 6 the Psalmist reflects on the heavens and the stars—effortlessly 

formed by His spoken word, by the breath of His mouth! As far as we know, 

some 10 trillion galaxies, each containing 100 billion stars! This is the God 

 
1 A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, pgs, 1, vii.  

whose eyes are turned in favor toward the righteous and whose ears are 

attentive to their prayers.   

 

Next the Psalmist turns His attention in vs. 7 toward the oceans and seas 

which are overwhelmingly vast, yet the result of God’s mere word and 

command [vs. 9].  

 

Note the Psalmists’ conclusion in vs. 8: “Let all the earth fear the Lord; Let all 

the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.” The greatest problem in 

the world today is not global warming, flawed politics or the coronavirus. 

The greatest problem in the world today is not sin, for even sin is the result 

of yet a deeper crisis. The greatest problem is that mankind has lost a 

proper sense of awe for the God of the Bible. Without a proper view of God, 

everything in our lives will be sinfully skewed.  

 

This is why A.W. Tozer said, “What comes into our minds when we think 

about God is the most important thing about us….The low view of God 

entertained almost universally…is the cause of a hundred lesser evils 

everywhere among us.”1 Most of the problems in your life, either directly or 

indirectly, are the result of not giving God is proper place of reverence.  

 

The Psalmist comes to the conclusion that when we know who God is and 

we see what God has done, we will stand in awe of Him and everything else 

that seems to have great power shrinks in its influence over us, whether 

nations (10), armies (16) or threatening circumstances like famine (19). The 

magnificence of who God is, is displayed through the awesome splendor of 

what He has done.  

 

*Principle to praying with power: Rehearse what God has done. Rehearse in 

your prayer, the great things God has done in the Bible (just as we are doing 

in this series). If you are in need of God’s power, pray in light of God’s 

effortless, creative acts. If you are in need of provision, rehearse how God 
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miraculously provided manna in the wilderness and water out of rock. If you 

are in need of God’s deliverance, rehearse how God delivered Gideon.  

 

But don’t stop there. Rehearse the many ways God has been faithful in your 

own life. You have your own track record of God’s lovingkindness. Faith is 

reinforced by remembering that your present circumstance is only one of 

many in which God has already proven His faithfulness to you.  

 

By the way, this is why vs. 3 says, “Sing to Him a new song.” The idea here 

probably not so much on actually writing a new song, but coming to the 

Lord with fresh praise. Each new act of God’s grace and faithfulness in your 

life, is new reason to rejoice. Just think, every time God’s people gather to 

worship, we have further reasons to sing praise.2 In other words, we have 

more reason to give praise to God this Sunday, than we did last Sunday 

because we have an entire week of God’s faithfulness to add to our 

thankfulness.  

 

3. Rejoice in God’ sovereign reign (10-15).  

 

The Psalmist now takes all that is true about God, and the evidence of His 

works that confirm it, and He applies that truth to the real world which is 

subject to God’s sovereign reign. [vs. 10-15]  

 

God is sovereign over the nations. In the words of Isaiah, “The nations are 

like a drop from a bucket and are regarded as a speck of dust on the 

scales…All the nations are as nothing before Him, they are regarded by Him 

as less than nothing and meaningless” (Isa 40:15, 17).  

 

This is why vs. 12 says, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,” 

because those who hope and trust in the Lord, no one can stand against but 

by the Lord’s hand.  

 

 
2 Willem VanGemeren, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Psalms, pg. 277.  

[Vs. 11] Job said it this way, “I know that You can do all things, and that no 

purpose of Yours can be thwarted.” (Job 42:2). God reigns over the nations 

and He reigns over the plans and schemes of every man.  [13-15] No man 

can undermine the sovereign purposes of the Lord.  

 

*Principle to praying with power: Revel in God’s sovereign reign. Bask in 

this truth. Linger in the hope and assurance that God’s sovereignty provides. 

Tell God what He already knows because your faith and your soul needs to 

say it and hear it: “God, You are sovereign! You reign over every detail of 

this situation!” No prayer is strong apart from a firm grasp on the 

sovereignty of God. Not only does it strengthen our faith, it frees us to 

surrender to God’s ultimate authority over the outcome of our lives.  

 

4. Hope in God who alone delivers (16-22).  

 

[16-22] Our hope is not in man to deliver us—not in kings, or presidents, or 

physicians. The Lord alone can protect, deliver, and preserve our lives. This 

is our hope (18): “Behold the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on 

those who hope in His steadfast love” (chesed).  

 

And so we pray like the Psalmist in vs. 20-22 (personalized).  

*Principle to praying with power: Respond with active trust in the Lord.    

The way this works in my life, is that I need to lead my heart by actually 

verbalizing my trust in the Lord.  

 

This is the turning point in the prayer of faith. I have anchored my hope in 

who God is and what God has done and that He is sovereign, but now I turn 

and set my heart on actively trusting in the Lord. That is, I’m actively leading 

my heart on the basis of who God is, in light of His faithfulness, in the past, 

and with the conviction that He reigns in this very moment.  

 

So here again is the pathway to praying with power:  

� Recall who God is 
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� Rehearse what God has done 

� Revel in God’s sovereign reign 

� Respond with active trust in the Lord.  

 

This is how we pray with confident faith in God.  

Faith grows when we lead our hearts and feed our minds with what is true 

about God.   

 

[Prayer for healing, provision, spiritual awakening] 

 

Communion:  

And of all the ways that God has worked throughout history to demonstrate 

His greatness and grace, none is more glorious, none is more hope-

producing and life-transforming than His great love at the cross where He 

bound Himself in new covenant-faithfulness to those trust in Christ.  

Who is God? He is holy and just, the avenger of sin and the judge of 

everyman. Yet He is also compassion and gracious, a God of love and 

faithfulness to those who hope in Him.  

What has He done? He gave His only Son to be crucified on a Roman cross 

as a sacrifice for every man who turns from his sin to trust in Christ, thereby 

satisfying His own holy justice toward sin and releasing mercy to save 

sinners whom He loves.  

Marvel at how God reigned supremely through the horror of the cross. He 

knew the hearts of men who would crucify Jesus out of evil intent. Yet even 

as they conspired to murder God’s Son, the Father was orchestrating their 

deeds to fulfill His sovereign plan of salvation.  

Peter reveled in the reality of God’s sovereign working when He preached 

his first sermon on Pentecost. [Acts 2:22-24] 

Then Peter called his listeners to… 

Respond with faith in the crucified-risen Son of God. [2:37-38] 

 

The Lord’s supper is for all those who hope in Christ as Savior and Lord and 

only those who trust Him as Savior and Lord. If Christ is yours by personal 

faith and you are following Him in the way of obedience, we invite you to 

join in the Lord’s supper with us.  

 

Let’s prepare our hearts with careful examination, confessing any known 

sin, to restore our hearts to intimate communion with God.  

 

Bread: prayer of confession 

Cup: Prayer of confidence in God’s faithfulness to His promise (1Jn 1:9).  


