
THE GOD WHO FIGHTS FOR HIS PEOPLE 
Joshua 10:1-15 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. Opening/Illustration:  The year was 1683 and the Muslim 1

Ottoman Turks had rapidly expanded their reign into south 
eastern Europe. By July of that year, they began to lay siege to 
Vienna: the gateway to western Europe.  
 
Viennese forces defended the city valiantly, but as time wore on, 
their chances grew slimmer and slimmer. Vienna was 
outnumbered 3:1, immensely fatigued, and had key sections of 
their city walls decimated by mines. 
 
At 4 am on September 11th, the Turks made a final push to 
capture the city. For 12 hours, the Viennese military did 
everything it could to keep the Turks at bay. 
 
At 5pm, the failing army caught sight of something remarkable: 
18k Polish, Saxon, and Bavarian cavalry units emerged from the 
adjacent tree line, rallied, and charged the Ottoman horde. To 
this day, it is the largest cavalry charge in history. 
 
The attacking army was defeated and the Christian West was 
saved. The Ottoman Empire’s expansion came to an abrupt halt 
and eventually retreated from all south eastern Europe.   
 

2. Transition: I think there’s something awesome about miraculous 
interventions. Joshua 10 is another story about a miraculous 
intervention, one in which God goes into battle for his people. 
 

1
 For more on the Battle of Vienna: 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Siege-of-Vienna-1683 

3. Proposition: Because The God of the Heavens fights for His 
people, cry out to Him for help, knowing that He has given all 
things into the hand of His Servant. 

 
Three questions we’ll answer this morning: (1) How does God fight 
for His people? (2) What is our role in His fight? 
 
1. How does God fight for His people? 

 
a. God brings outsiders in and answers their cry for help (vv. 

1-7) 
 
[Read vv. 1-2] Last week, we learned about God’s judgement 
at Jericho. This morning, we jump ahead a couple chapters 
and find Israel is still camped at Gilgal but has gone on to 
conquer the people of Ai and make a treaty with the 
Gibeonites. 
 
The Gibeonites were Canaanites like the peoples of Ai and 
Jericho. But they weren’t destroyed. Why? Because they 
rightly feared Israel and her God – so much so that they 
‘tricked’ Joshua into forming an alliance with them in order to 
save their lives. 
 
Chapter nine makes it clear that Israel erred in not seeking 
counsel from the Lord before making a treaty with Gibeon. 
Even so, Israel’s error and Gibeon’s trickery were not good 
reasons to break the oath Joshua gave, nor were they 
breaches in God’s sovereign plan. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I have the tendency to think that 
if someone else did something wrong (or if I did something 
wrong), then either (a) God’s plans have failed, or (b) I am 
justified to act sinfully or foolishly in response, or (c) both.  
 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Siege-of-Vienna-1683


The truth is: God’s plans are never thwarted; AND we are 
always accountable for how we respond when we are 
wronged. 
 
Fortunately for Israel, they let neither their negligence nor 
the deception of the Gibeonites got in the way of doing the 
next right thing: 
 
But all the leaders said to the whole congregation, “We have 
sworn to them by the LORD, the God of Israel, and now we 
may not touch them. This we will do to them: let them live, 
lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath that we swore to 
them” (Josh. 9:19-20). 
 
Israel did the next right thing, because they knew that the 
Lord’s reputation – and their own lives – were at stake!  
 
As a result, the Gibeonites were allowed to give up 
everything in order to come under the saving hand of the 
God of Israel. 
 
Because it was told to your servants for a certainty that the 
LORD your God had commanded his servant Moses to give 
you all the land from before you… Behold, we are in your 
hand (vv. 24-25). 
 
Fortunately for the people of Gibeon, they were spared and 
made an ally of Israel. Unfortunately, they were 
simultaneously made an enemy of the Canaanite tribes 
surrounding them. To the other Amorite kingdoms, this 
covenant was an act of treason.  
 
This covenant made to Gibeon foreshadows the covenant 
God has made with us. In this story, we’re Gibeon. We’re the 
outsiders that deserve judgement, but instead receive mercy 
and come under the saving hand of God. 

 
And like Gibeon, we too are given a new identity which, 
while putting us right with God, puts us out with those 
around us. Make no mistake: loyalty to God is always 
disloyalty to the world. 

 
In verse 1, we are introduced to the king of Jerusalem, 
Adoni-zedek (king of righteousness) – which is a bit ironic 
because there’s nothing righteous about his response to 
Israel’s conquests. It’s actually a foil or contrast with the 
response of Gibeon.  
 
Where Gibeon saw the power of Israel and sought to come 
under their reign, Adoni-Zedek sees Israel and begins 
scheming to undermine their reign by plotting against 
Gibeon. 
 
[Read vv. 4-5] - Well this puts Gibeon in a tough spot. They 
may have been known for their military prowess, but 5 
against 1 is far from a fair fight. The five armies converge on 
Gibeon and Gibeon calls for help. 
 
[Read v. 6] - The Gibeonites knew they needed help. They 
also knew that their only hope was for Israel to intervene. 
Recognizing their plight, the Gibeonites did the only thing 
they could do: ask for help. “Come up to us quickly and save 
us.” 
 
I’ll admit, when I realized that I’d be preaching Josh 10 on 
Palm Sunday, I had no clue how I’d ‘bridge the gap.’ Well, 
here it is folks. The word on the mouths of Gibea is the same 
as the one on the mouths of the Jews during the triumphal 
entry: Hosana! 
 
Jesus is the better Joshua. He is Israel’s savior, though he 
wasn’t the savior Israel expected. Israel expected a savior like 



Joshua – one who would come and save through military 
power. But the savior Israel needed came riding in on a 
donkey and saved through personal suffering. 
 

- Palm Sunday plug over    - 
 

[Read v. 7] 
 
Joshua hears the cries of the Gibeonites and gets to work. 
And so, God begins his fight for his people (Israel and 
Gibeon) 
 
Through Joshua, God brought an outsider (Gibeon) in and 
answered their cry for help. 
 
Through Jesus, the better Joshua, God brings 
you-and-me-type outsiders in and answers our cries for help 
  

b. God miraculously gives all things into the hand of His chosen 
servant (vv. 8-15) 
 
As Joshua goes up to fight against the Amorites, the LORD 
makes a promise: 
 
Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands; not 
one of them shall stand before you. 
 
In case there was any doubt, Joshua’s defense of Gibeon is 
affirmed by this promise. Gibeon is no longer part of the 
Amorite culture around them. For all intents and purposes, 
they are Israelites. Gibeon’s enemies are Israel’s enemies. 
And God’s promise of victory and deliverance extends to 
Gibeon through Israel. 
 
But this military victory was by no means ordinary. It was 
miraculous. 

 
[vv. 9-11] - Joshua was faithful in showing loyalty to the 
Gibeonites, but that doesn’t mean he gets the credit for the 
victory. In verses 9-10 and through 15, we’ll see how 
intentional the author is to highlight God’s activity in bringing 
justice to the Amorites. For now, notice that the army of 
Israel had marched all night uphill (3,300 ft.). Yes, this gave 
them the element of surprise, but it’s hard to imagine them 
defeating a coalition of 5 armies after a night like that.  
 
And we’re not supposed to. The emphasis is on the Lord’s 
acting; it was the LORD who confounded the Amorites. He 
was the one who “slew” them; he was the one who 
“pursued” them and “struck” them. He was the one who 
cause hailstones to rain down. The author makes this point in 
no uncertain terms: 
 
There were more who died from the hailstones than those 
whom the sons of Israel killed with the sword (v. 11). 
 
As if that wasn’t enough, we learn from Joshua’s 
commemorative poem recorded in the Book of Jashar (c.f. 2 
Sam. 1:18) that the sun and moon ‘stood still’ so that 
vengeance could be enacted on the Amorites.  
 
There’s a great deal of speculation about what phenomena 
verses 12-13 record (some think it describes a solar eclipse, 
others some kind of weather event, others insist that the sun 
and moon ceased from moving altogether).  In any case, the 2

point the author is making is clear: Israel and Gibeon’s 
victory was nothing short of miraculous. So miraculous that 
verse 14 concludes: 
 

2
 For more, see Trent Butler, Joshua, in WBC vol. 7, p. 116-117. 



There was not a day like it before or after it, when the LORD 
listened to the voice of a man, for the LORD fought for Israel. 
 
The armies of Israel were obedient, but it’s God who 
deserves the credit because it was the LORD who 
miraculously gave the Amorites into Joshua’s hand. 
 
While it’s tempting to put ourselves in Joshua’s shoes, and 
read ourselves into the story as God’s servant, I don’t think 
this is what the Scriptures are inviting us to do. 
 
Our struggles with indwelling sin, a wayward loved one, 
health conditions, finances, or even the coronavirus are not 
the same as Joshua’s fight with the Amorites.  
 
God makes no promise of worldly victory over our personal 
foes. God has, however, secured eternal victory over the 
greatest foes: sin, death, and Satan. And He has done so 
through his True and Perfect Servant, Jesus. It is through this 
lens (and not merely the lens of our immediate circumstance) 
that we should read and interpret this text. 
 
With this in mind, we can really appreciate the beauty of this 
passage which foreshadows God’s miraculous power in 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection – through which the 
Father has given all things into His hand! 
 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father (Matt. 
11:25; Luke 10:22) 
 
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his 
hand (John 3:35) 
 
All principalities, all rulers, all powers, all viruses, all 
economies, ALL THINGS ARE CHRIST’S because the Father 
has given all things into his hand. 

 
The Amorites may have been given into Joshua’s hand, but 
all things have been given into Jesus’ hand - Never forget 
that.  
 
There’s another key difference between Joshua and Jesus 
that’s worth mentioning here: where Joshua’s victory came 
through military conquest, Jesus’ victory came through 
humility and suffering. This passage stopped me dead in my 
tracks this week: 
 
Jesus, knowing that the Father has given all things into his 
hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going 
back to God, got up from supper… and began washing his 
disciples feet (John 13:3-5) 
 
For Jesus, total dominion did not inspire pride or personal 
ambition, it inspired SERVITUDE! A servitude exemplified by 
the washing of his diciple’s feet and on full display as he 
hung on a worn, wooden cross. And to what end? So that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. He died for you; for your sin. How radical is that? 
 
Brothers and sisters, God fights for his people. And he does 
so (1) by bringing outsiders in and answering their cry for 
help. AND he does so (2) by miraculously giving all things 
into the hand of His Chosen Servant. 
 
Our God is a God who fights for his people.  

 
2. What is our role in God’s fight? 

 
a. Pray, recognizing your need and crying out for help 

 
Safe people can’t be saved. The sobering reality is: no one is 
safe from the catastrophic effect of sin. It’s spread is worse 



than COVID-19 and it has a 100% mortality rate. 
Unfortunately, lots of people don’t know they’re sick. They 
ARE sick, but they don’t think they are. Don’t be deceived: 
you’re sick with sin and you need God’s help. Recognizing 
your need is the first step, crying out to God for help is the 
second. 
 
By the way, just because you’ve been saved by the eternal 
consequence of your sin, doesn’t mean you’re done being 
needy. Christians need the gospel every day of our lives as 
we put to death the deeds of the flesh and walk in the 
renewing power of the Holy Spirit. Keep crying out for help! 
 
Prayer challenge: “Lord, you have fought for your people 
and given all things into the hand of your Servant. Give us 
hearts that recognize our need and walk in humble 
obedience.”   
 

b. Obey, walking in a manner that honors God 
 
God told Joshua, “I have given them into your hands.” 
Joshua didn’t say, “ok, great! I’ll wait around!” No, he took 
his men and marched through the night to meet the enemy 
head-on. We do not need to know how God’s purposes will 
be fulfilled tomorrow in order to obey what he’s called us to 
do today. We don’t need to know how God is working this 
covid crisis for good in order to obey what he’s called us to 
do today. 
 

c. Wait, trusting in God for future deliverance while recounting 
His past faithfulness 
 
The Gibeonites had to wait at least a whole day while their 
civilization was under siege. Sure, it’s only 24 hours, but 
when your life and the lives of your family and friends are at 
stake, 24 hours can seem like an eternity. The disciples 

needed to wait an entire day after Jesus’ death - I’m sure that 
must have felt like an eternity as well. And yet, God was 
faithful to deliver the Gibeonites; He was faithful Jesus out of 
death; He will be faithful to deliver His New Covenant 
people. But it will be in his time; and in his way. 
 
What is our role in God’s fight? Pray, obey, wait. 
 

Church: The God of the Heavens fights for His people; cry out to 
Him for help, knowing that He has given all things into the hand 
of His Servant. 

 


