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Please turn in your Bibles with me to 1Kings 17 & 18. For many of you, the 

story of Elijah and the 450 prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel is a favorite. Yet 

before we jump into that part portion of 1 Kings 18, let me remind you that 

this is a story within a story. We need to understand the bigger picture of 

what is happening in 1 Kings to understand the full significance of the fire 

from heaven on Mt. Carmel.  

 

Last week we met young David on the Battlefield against Goliath. David had 

just been anointed to become the 2nd king of Israel because king Saul had 

rejected the Word of the Lord. David was a good king who loved the Lord 

with a whole heart. And though David committed some serious sins, He was 

repentant and led Israel to follow the Lord.  

 

The book of 1Kings opens with David on his deathbed. His son Solomon 

becomes king in his place, and for much of his life, Solomon was a great 

king. He built and dedicated the temple to the Lord and after his prayer of 

dedication, he exhorted Israel with these words:  

 

“Blessed be the Lord…not one word has failed of all His good 

promised….May the Lord our God be with us…that He may incline 

our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways and to keep His 

commandments…so that all the peoples of the earth may know that 

the LORD is God; there is no one else. Let your heart therefore be 

wholly devoted to the LORD our God, to walk in His statutes and to 

keep His commandments…” (1 Kings 8:56-61).  

 

But when we get to chapter 11, there was a turning point in Solomon’s 

heart that became a tragic turning point in the history of Israel. [11:1-6, 9, 

11] Because of Solomon’s disobedience and idolatry, Israel became a 

 
1 Of the southern kingdom (Judah), only 8 out of 20 kings did good in the sight of 

the Lord and just Hezekiah and Josiah received unqualified commendation from the 

Lord (2 Kings 18:5-7; 23:25). The final result was that Judah was captured and exiled 

by Babylon (586 B.C.) while Israel was captured and exiled by Assyria (723 B.C.).  

divided kingdom (Israel in the north, Judah in the south) and God gave 10 of 

the 12 tribes of Israel to Jeroboam son of Nebat. Solomon led Israel into 

idolatry by his example, but Jeroboam strategically led Israel into wholesale 

idolatry.  

What began as Solomon’s flirtation with idolatry became Israel’s 

enslavement. After Solomon, there were 20 kings of the northern kingdom 

of Israel, and all 20 of them did evil in the sight of the Lord due to idolatry.1 

 

Life Principle: If you don’t love God with all your heart, you will love 

something else that will put your heart in opposition to God. Why? 

Because human beings were made to worship (like fish were made to swim 

and lungs were made to breathe) and God will not share His rightful place of 

supremacy in your life.  

 

In 1Kings we see a repeated cycle. 

� The king or people rebel against the Lord 

� God raises up a prophet to announce God’s judgment 

� The prophets words come true2 

 

As we come to 1Kings 17-18, Elijah is the prophet that God has raised up to 

confront the idolatry under king Ahab. We are told that Ahab’s father, king 

Omri, did evil in the sight of the Lord and acted more wickedly than all who 

were before him (1Kings 16:25). Yet things regressed even further under 

Ahab. It was so atrocious that Ahab married the wicked woman Jezebel and 

became a Baal worshiper with her, which made all the idolatry of the earlier 

kings look trivial in comparison (1 Kings 16:30-31).  

 

God Pronounces Judgment Through Elijah—Drought! (17:1-4). 

 

Chapter 16 begins with God speaking through Elijah to pronounce judgment 

on Ahab and Israel for their idolatry. The judgement will come in the form of 

a 3.5 year drought which will result in sever famine. [17:1-4] Notice that the 

2 Jason S. DeRouchie (editor) and Donald Fowler. What the Old Testament Authors 

Really Cared About: A Survey of Jesus’ Bible, pg. 227.  



heart of Elijah’s message is that this drought will point to Israel’s God as the 

living God (vs 1).  

Then God tells Elijah to go and hide at the brook Cherith where God Himself 

will provide for Elijah’s needs. The reason to hide was probably two-fold. 

First, for Elijah’s protection against angry Ahab as well as Jezebel who would 

go on a killing rampage against God’s prophets. Second, Elijah is God’s 

representative and his absence signified God’s absence (and with it the 

absence of any blessing, like rain).3  

 

God Provides for Elijah and the Widow (5-16) 

 

[17:5-16] God miraculously provides for Elijah’s needs to two ways. First, he 

sends ravens that deliver bread and meat twice a day for him to eat. Then, 

after the brook dries up so that Elijah can no longer drink from it, God sends 

Elijah to Zarephath, an area under the control of Jezebel’s father and the 

very center of Baal worship. There God promises to provide through a 

widow.  

 

Isn’t this just a little surprising? If we were looking for someone to provide 

for us, we would not go to widow in ancient Israel. A widow would have 

been living in poverty, not to mention a widow in a land of drought and 

famine. And that’s exactly what Elijah finds when he gets to Zarephath.  

 

Her words in vs. 12 indicate that she believes she and her son will starve to 

death after she has made one last loaf of bread. By God’s providence, this 

non-Israelite woman believes the promise of God’s provision given through 

Elijah’s word. Notice that to follow Elijah’s instructions requires a step of 

faith. She’s to feed Elijah first, who is God’s representative. So in a sense 

she’s to give to God first, and then trust that she will have enough for her 

family.  

 

What this widow discovered, was God’s faithfulness to provide for those 

who trust Him and obey as God multiplies her flour and oil just as Jesus 

multiplied a little boy’s lunch to feed thousands.  

 
3 Cf. Psalm 74:1, 9. See also, Patterson and Hermann, Expositor’s Bible 

Commentary, vol. 4: 1,2 Kings. Pg. 138.  

 

So what’s the significance of God providing food for Elijah and this widow? 

He is doing for Elijah and this widow the very opposite of what Baal is 

“doing” for Ahab and Israel.  

 

The Canaanites believed Baal was the god of rain and fertility. They 

attributed the rain that watered their crops to Baal. But in reality, Ahab and 

Israel are getting what Baal provides—nothing! It’s as if God is saying, “you 

want to trust in Baal? Well, here’s what he can do for you.” On the other 

hand, Elijah and this poverty-stricken widow are getting what Yahweh 

provides for those who trust Him—their daily bread.  

 

God Raises the Widow’s Son (17:17-24) 

 

Yet another trial would overwhelm the widow. In vs. 17 her son grows so ill 

that he dies. So Elijah takes him up to his bed and stretches himself out on 

the boy 3 times praying, “Oh Lord my God, I pray you, let this child’s life 

return to him.” It was not uncommon for prophets to act out their message. 

Elijah is stretching himself out on the boy as though his body is a copy of the 

boys. And each time he gets up, it portrays the boy being raised up to life.  

 

Vs. 22: “The Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned 

to him and he revived.” When Elijah brought the boy back to his mother, 

she said, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the 

Lord in your mouth is true” (vs. 24).  

 

Not only does this miracle confirm that Elijah is a true prophet of God, it 

also demonstrates that only Yahweh has the power over life and death. 

Canaanite myths claimed that Baal could revive the dead.4 But again 

Yahweh demonstrates His supremacy over Baal. Through this widow and 

her son we see that Yahweh is not only the God of the Jews, but the God of 

all who trust in Him and not only the God of the living but the God of 

resurrection.5 

 

4 MacArhur Study Bible note on 1 Kings 17:23 
5 Patterson and Hermann, Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 4: 1,2 Kings. Pg. 140. 



A Word from Heaven (I Kings 18) 

 

This brings us now to chapter 18. Let me summarize the first 16 vss. God 

speaks again sends Elijah to see Ahab for the first time in 3.5 years because 

its time to demonstrate that Yahweh alone controls the rain. On the way, 

Elijah meets Obadiah, one of the king’s chief servants who is also a God-

fearing man. In fact, when Jezebel was attempting to exterminate all the 

prophets of God, Obadiah risked his life to save 100 prophets of God by 

hiding them in caves and providing them with food and water.  

 

When Elijah tells Obadiah to go announce to the king that he has returned, 

Obadiah is reluctant at first because if the Spirit of God transports Elijah 

somewhere else, and Ahab cant’ find him, he will likely take out his rage on 

Obadiah. We know Obadiah’s fear is not because he is coward—he already 

risked his life to save 100 prophets and continued that risk every time he 

fed them. Rather, this probably demonstrates just how much rage and 

wrath Ahab has toward Elijah after 3.5 years of suffering. And this will 

highlight just how surprising it is that Ahab would cooperate with Elijah 

when they meet. Why? Because Ahab is that desperate for rain in Israel. 

Notice that this is what rebellion against God will do for you. Your life will 

dry up because only God can give you the true substance of life.  

 

[18:17] Even though Ahab blames Elijah for the drought, indirectly he is 

affirming that Elijah’s word (and therefore God’s word) is true.  

 

[18-21] Why are the people unresponsive? They are afraid. By now their 

confidence in Baal must be shaken, yet to speak against Baal or to identify 

with Yahweh would certainly result in deadly persecution from Jezebel and 

Ahab.  

 

Fire from Heaven (18:22-39) 

 

[22-26] I want to pause here and note something that only the ESV picks up 

on. In vs. 21 when Elijah says, “why do you hesitate between two opinions,” 

 
6 The people say, “The Lord, He is God.” Incidentally, Elijah’s name means “the Lord 

is God.”  

the word for hesitate is pasach, which means to limp.  It is the same word in 

vs. 26 that describes how the prophets of Baal leaped or limped about the 

altar, describing their ritual dance. After 3.5 years of drought, Israel is 

literally limping along at best and Elijah is saying, how long will you continue 

this dance. You cannot serve Yahweh and idols. Make your choice!  

 

[vs. 27-35] What’s Elijah doing? He’s eliminating any possible human 

explanation for a fire on this altar. It could only ignite by the hand of God. 

Note that Baal had 450 prophets crying out for hours over a dry altar. Elijah 

is just one man who will simply pray for less than a minute over an altar 

drenched with water.  

 

[vs. 36-37] The focal point of Elijah’s prayer is to make God known and in 

seeing that hand of God to turn Israel’s heart back again: 

� Vs. 36: “let it be known that you are God”  

� Vs. 37: “that this people may know that You, O Lord, are God and 

that You have turned their heart back again.” 

 If our prayers only reach as far as our circumstances and how they impact 

us, they are far too shallow. How often are your circumstances meant to be 

a stage from which God can make Himself known and turn hearts toward 

him through answered prayer. Answered prayer is meant to be a testimony. 

This is precisely what God will do in vs. 38-39.  

 

[vs. 38-39]6 It’s important to note that Baal was thought to have control of 

lightning, thunder, and storms, but when the fire falls from heaven it is a 

response of Yahweh demonstrating His supremacy over Baal.  

 

Now that the people know what is true and declare what is true, they need 

to act on what is true. They need to rid the land of idolatry.  

 

Judgment from Heaven (18:40) 

 

[vs. 40] Elijah’s actions here are consistent with the law’s mandate to issue 

the death penalty for idol worship (Dt 13; 17:2-5). Elijah is essentially 



carrying out God’s judgment on the false prophets of Baal (Dt 13:1-5). Only 

then will God’s blessing be restored to the land. Blessing will not be restored 

until idolatry is removed.  

 

Rain from Heaven (18:41-46) 

 

[vs. 41-46] When Elijah said, “there is the sound of the roar of a heavy 

shower” the rain was so far off that the cloud could not yet be seen in the 

sky. So I assume that Ahab could not hear what Elijah was hearing from the 

Lord. Ahab seems to take Elijah at his word this time, but as Ahab goes off 

to celebrate, Elijah put his face between his knees. Elijah is waiting on the 

Lord and probably praying. And he perseveres in his prayerful waiting until 

the answer can be seen. Is that the way you pray? Do you persevere in faith: 

praying, waiting, praying, and waiting until you see the answer? 

 

The Message of 1 Kings 17 -18 

 

Let’s step back now and take a look at the big picture of I Kings 17-18. 

What’s the message? Well, notice the progression throughout the passage.  

� Consequence of idolatry is the forfeiture of God’s blessing (drought) 

while those who trust the Lord with an undivided heart (Elijah; 

widow) receive God’s daily mercy.  

� Confrontation of idolatry by God’s word (Elijah’s role) 

� The people turned their hearts back to God by confession (“The 

Lord He is God”) 

� The people repented by putting idol worship to death (pictured by 

slaying the prophets of Baal) 

� Only then was God’s blessing restored (rain) 

 

The message is this: God will not share His rightful place of supremacy in 

your heart and life. If you don’t love God with all your heart, you will love 

something else that will put your heart in opposition to God. But if you 

love the Lord with an undivided heart, you will receive His daily mercy 

 
7 The effective prayer of a righteous man (James 5:16-20) as seen in I Kings 18 is 

persistent, believing prayer from an undivided heart to make much of God’s name 

and rescue sinners by turning them from the error of their way.  

which impoverished circumstances cannot exhaust. And so our fight against 

idolatry should be motivated by both fear and hope; the fear of God’s 

discipline on a divided heart but also the hope of God’s daily mercy on an 

undivided heart.  

 

How might this impact the way we pray? 

1. Idolatry short circuits effective prayer and forfeits God’s blessing.  

2. Effective prayer comes from an undivided heart where God’s 

supremacy reigns unchallenged. In other words, whenever there is a 

question of competing loyalties for the affections of your heart, 

obedience to God always wins. 

3. The thrust of our prayers should be for God to make a name for 

Himself that results in the rescue of sinners from the clutches of 

idolatry to serve the living God (not merely for the impact of our 

circumstances on us). 

4. A faithful life of prayer requires persevering in faith until the answer 

comes (actively waiting on the Lord with unceasing prayer).  

5. Be encouraged: God works through the prayers of ordinary people 

who honor Him with an obedient life of faith.  

 

We must not say, “that was Elijah, the man of God. I can’t attain such a life 

of potent prayer.” Rather we must say, “Elijah’s God is my God—a God who 

honors the prayers of mere men who walk in obedient faith.”   

 

This is the very conclusion that James came to after calling us to confess our 

sins and pray for the sick: “The effective prayer of the righteous man can 

accomplish much.7 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed 

earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for 3 years 

and 6 months. Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the 

earth produced its fruit” (James 5:16-16).  

  

You may be thinking, “I prayed for my sick family and they are still sick.” But 

have you stopped there? Have you only prayed about how their 



circumstances impact them? Or are you praying for God to make a name for 

Himself and testimony to others whether through healing or sustaining 

grace?  

 

Prayer challenge:  “Lord, You promised that the effective prayer of a 

righteous man can accomplish much, so give me an undivided heart and 

work in this situation to make a name for Yourself and turn the hearts of 

many to You!”  

� Personal needs 

� Covid-19 situation (end of virus; wisdom for us) 

� Remaining $420, 000 for debt-free building expansion  

(need space now more than ever) 

 

 


