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In conjunction with Father’s Day, we are going to backtrack a little in our 

series, Extraordinary Times, Extraordinary God, to 2 Chronicles 23-24 where 

we discover an outstanding (but not well-known) father-figure by the name 

of Jehoiada the priest. Jehoiada and his wife are remarkably used of God in 

raising a child, not their own, who will become the king of Judah in 

extraordinary times when the royal line of David is near extinction. The 

chapters that we are about to look at are not a complication of parenting 

techniques or lessons on fathering, but in them we see the outstanding kind 

of character that every child needs exemplified in their father (or some 

father-figure). My premise is this: Good fathering begins with a good vision 

of manhood that is resolutely set on honoring God’s ways. This is what we 

are going to see in Jehoiada the priest.  

 

Before we jump into story, its important for me to give you some essential 

background to understand the context of such extraordinary times that led 

up to this point in history.  

 

About a month ago we met King Jehoshaphat on the verge of battle praying, 

“Lord, we are powerless and we don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on 

you” (2Chron 20:12). God fought battles on behalf of Jeh and Jeh (like his 

father) led Judah in spiritual reform, replacing idolatry with proper worship.   

 

After Jeh died, the throne was given to his son Jehoram who was not the 

man of good character that his father had been. Jehoram killed all his 

brothers to eliminate any rivals to the throne, walked in the ways of Israel’s 

wicked king Ahab (having married Ahab’s daughter). He rebuilt places of idol 

worship which led the people to revolt against him because he had forsaken 

the Lord (21:8-10) and God struck him a severe sickness that resulted in a 

slow, painful death (21:15, 19).  

 

After Jehoram’s death, his son Ahaziah begins an evil reign of just 1 year 

because his mother, Athaliah, counseled him to act wickedly and so he also 

died by the hand of God.  

 

This brings us to [22:10]. When she saw that her son was dead, she killed off 

her grandsons in order to seize the power of the throne for herself. At least 

she believes she has eliminated all possible heirs to the throne. But vs. 11 

begins with the word “but”…[vs.11-12].  

 

Unknown to Athaliah, one infant child has been spared under the care of 

Jehoshabeath (daughter of former king Jehoram, sister to former king 

Ahaziah, and the wife of Jehoiada the priest—a good and godly man).  

 

Chapter 23 opens with Joash, now 7 years old, and Jehoiada the priest 

strengthening himself (building up his courage) to take action against 

Athaliah. [23:1-15] So Jehoiada establishes an alliance with the military 

leaders, the religious leaders, and the heads of households to stand against 

Athaliah and make Joash king. Jehoiada the priest enacts his plan at the 

timing of the changing of the temple guard on the Sabbath when the crowds 

of people would make the strategic movement of people harder to detect. 

Jehoiada used the armed Levites to build a human wall of defense around 

young Joash to protect him from any retaliation as they crowned him king.  

 

When Athaliah heard the cheering and music of the people rejoicing, she 

went to the house of the Lord, saw young Joash crowned king and cried out, 

“Treason! Treason!” Ironically, she herself is the only one who has 

committed treason by usurping the throne that God had established for 

sons of David” (23:3).  

 

After Athaliah was put to death, chapter 23 concludes with a series of 

remarkable changes under the direction of Jehoiada the priest.  

 

1. Covenant renewal with God [16] 

2. Abolition /destruction of idol worship [17] 

3. Restoration of the proper order and administration of ministry and 

worship in the House of the Lord [18] 

4. Restoration of holiness to the house of God [19] 

5. Enthronement of young King Joash [20] 



6. All of this resulted in a remarkable change of atmosphere in 

Jerusalem [21] The people have joy and the city is at peace because 

wicked Athaliah is dead.  

 

In chapter 23 we primarily see the work of Jehoiada the priest while in 

chapter 24 we will see the work of King Joash, but not without Jehoiada’s 

influence. Take note of [24:2]. Jehoiada functions as a steady, wise, and 

godly counselor to Joash. We already know Jehoiada and his wife have 

raised Joash from infancy. Jehoiada has been a father to Joash. He was 

responsible for getting him to the throne, and now he continues to function 

as Joash’s most trusted counselor. So let’s see what happens in the life of 

Joash as he walks in the godly counsel of Jehoiada the priest. [24:4-19] 

 

Joash does well as long as he listens to godly counsel. Under the guidance of 

Jehoiada, Joash restores the temple and in response to Joash’s leadership 

God’s people gave generously and served joyfully. But in the absence of 

godly counsel, Joash began to turn his heart away.  

 

Men, there is an essential life lesson for us here. One of the most important 

factors in your life in terms of wisdom and the quality of impact your life 

makes, is who you listen to. Where does your counsel come from? Yourself? 

Godly people? The Lord? “Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord 

all the days of Jehoiada the priest” because he listened to his godly counsel 

and acted upon it. But after Jehoiada’s death, Joash’s life took a turn for the 

worse because he began to listen to godless counsel (17) and refused to 

listen to the prophets of the Lord (19). [Contrast of Eli’s worthless sons who 

refused to listen to their father (and the Scriptures) and Samuel, the good 

prophet who listens to the Lord (1Samuel 2:12, 25; 3;9-10)] 

 

Proverbs 13:1 – “A wise son accepts his father's discipline, But a scoffer does 

not listen to rebuke.” (and a wise father disciplines his son) 

 

Proverbs 19:20 – “Listen to counsel and accept discipline, that you may be 

wise the rest of your days.” 

 

The primary lesson we learn from King Joash is the wisdom of listening to 

godly counsel. But let’s turn our attention back to Jehoiada now, who 

provides a good example true manhood and a diligent father-figure. I want 

to tease out aspects of character that can be drawn from what we see in 

Jehoiada’s life. For the sake of application, I’m going to state these 

observations as statements on God-honoring manhood (which is parallel to 

godly leadership).  

 

1. God-honoring manhood has a godly discontent with godless 

leadership. By godly discontent, I mean not settling for the status 

quo when the status is immoral. Men, we are called to seek God in 

pursuit of change when the standard of righteousness has been 

forsaken. Godly manhood seeks to be an agent of change when we 

see that things are not as they should be.  

 

2. God-honoring manhood will take great risk to do what is right. 

Jehoiada and his wife lived in constant risk to their lives for six 

years. Had Athaliah discovered they were hiding baby Joash, they 

would have all been slaughtered. Jehoiada embraced that risk 

because he had a vision that was greater than just is own life.  

 

3. God-honoring manhood embraces the sacrifice of pouring into 

others’ lives for the sake of God’s kingdom. Jehoiada not only 

mentored Joash. He embraced the all the hours and energy of 

parenting him. Joash was just an infant when they rescued him. 

Sleepless nights, diapers, and a hundred other mundane sacrifices 

that parenting involves. But they poured their lives into him for the 

sake of God’s will.  

 

4. God-honoring manhood refuses to be passive or domineering. 

Jehoiada didn’t just wait for someone else to address the problem 

(he doesn’t just say, “someone should do something about this”). 

He’s a man of action who takes the lead, not because he felt equal 

to the task, but because God has given him a position of influence 

that he stewards out of concern for God’s will. So he’s not passive.  

 

Nor is he domineering. He doesn’t seek power for himself like 

Athaliah. Rather he uses the power of his position to empower 

those whom God has ordained to lead.  

 

 



There are two ways that men can damage their family, by either 

being passive or domineering. Men you are called to walk in 

submission to the Lord, put on a heart of servanthood toward 

others, and take initiative! This is called servant-leadership.  

 

5. God-honoring manhood pursues courage in the face of 

intimidating people and circumstances (23:1). We’re told that 

Jehoiada “strengthened himself” (23:1). That is he mustered up the 

courage to oppose evil and powerful Athaliah.  

 

6. God-honoring manhood takes on the role of a problem-solver 

(23:1-11). He developed a strategic plan and called others to a high 

level of commitment in accomplishing something bigger than one 

man could do alone. Jehoiada was not a lone ranger. Nor did was he 

merely impulsive. He strategically administered a well-thought-out 

plan.  

  

7. God-honoring manhood is devoted to doing things God’s way, 

even if they don’t seem the most practical (pragmatism is not the 

highest value in the kingdom of God). God gave us common sense 

to use. But common sense is secondary to wisdom which always 

places the highest value on what God values.  

 

8. God-honoring manhood is marked by humility and faith (23:3). 

Jehoiada is humble enough to regard this child as God’s anointed 

and He acts in faith, trusting God to work through this child in 

accordance with His ways. Jehoiada didn’t assume it would be 

better for himself to rule till Joash was “of age.” 

 

9. God-honoring manhood is selfless, willing to lead from second 

place or even behind the scenes. Jehoiada resisted the temptation 

to seize power for himself. Jehoiada could have reasoned that he 

was the best man to lead the nation because Joash was too young 

and he was intent on doing what was right in God’s eyes. Yet with 

selfless humility and faith in God word, he put a child before him 

and led with influence rather than power.  

 

10. God-honoring manhood exercises leadership to build leadership in 

others as a mentor and godly counselor. Jehoiada’s leadership was 

not an end in itself. Men, who has God called you to invest your life 

in? Certainly your children, but who else? Lives are the most 

valuable commodity to invest your life in.  

 

11. God-honoring manhood is loyal to God’s word: “as the Lord has 

spoken” (23:3). Exceptional circumstances are not exceptions to 

God’s clear instructions.  

 

12. God-honoring manhood is characterized by a reputation of 

respect. Apparently, Jehoiada was respected by the military leaders, 

Levites, and heads of households because they followed his 

leadership at the risk of personal danger. In a day characterized by 

corrupt leadership, not to mention the life-threatening risk of 

opposing Athaliah, Jehoiada commanded enough respect to lead 

national leaders to anoint a 7-year-old king!  

 

13. God-honoring manhood clings to hope. Jehoiada didn’t give up 

working toward change when things looked bleak. He operated 

from a disposition of hope in God, even if the only option was a 7-

year-old boy.   

 

14. God-honoring manhood has utmost regard for the holiness of God 

(23:6, 19; 24:14). Jehoiada had a lot on his plate, but he could not 

be distracted from meticulous concern for regarding the holiness of 

God [23:6, 14, 19; 24:14]. The maturity of manhood means not 

having a casual attitude toward sin or toward God.  

 

15. God-honoring manhood stands for justice (23:14-15). Jehoiada has 

Athaliah put to death as a means of carrying out O.T. law, in which 

idolatry was a capital offense (Dt 13, 17).  

 

16. God-honoring manhood is characterized by life-long faithfulness 

[24:2, 14]. “All the days of Jehoiada” indicate that his faithfulness 

was not just for a season, but for a lifetime.  

 

17. God-honoring manhood results in a life of honor (24:16). The honor 

of Jehoiada’s life is attested to in [24:16]. Jehoiada the priest was 

honored among kings because his life was one well-lived for God’s 

people, for God, and for God’s house. Not every godly man will 



receive a burial among kings, but every godly man’s life will be one 

of honor.  

 

Jehoiada was not Joash’s biological father, yet his fatherly influence 

impacted the entire nation for nearly a generation. Such was the legacy of 

one faithful life. If there’s one thing we learn from Jehoiada’s life, it’s that 

the greatest impact is made not from a position of power but from a 

relationship of influence shaped by God-honoring character.  

 

The focus of this series is not extraordinary men but our extraordinary God. 

So where do we see God in all of this? Well, He is working providentially to 

preserve and advance His purposes, and He’s doing it as He so often does, 

through the godly character of ordinary people.  

 

Dads, the most important aspect of your parenting is not what you do, but 

the godly character from which you do it. Parenting begins with who you 

are.  


