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This brings us to our last message in the series, Extraordinary Times, 

Extraordinary God. We’ve seen God as Creator, crossed the Red sea, seen 

God’s provision of manna and water in the wilderness, crossed the Jordan, 

watched the walls of Jericho fall, and witnessed the sun standing still. We’ve 

seen God work through Gideon’s weakness, David slay Goliath by God’s 

hand, Elijah pray down fire from heaven, Jehoshaphat stand and see the 

salvation of God on the battlefield, and we’ve joined Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego in the fiery furnace and Daniel in the Lion’s Den. In the NT 

we’ve seen the healing of the lame man, God’s miraculous deliverance of 

Peter and John.  

 

The purpose of this series has been to strengthen our confidence in the God 

to whom we pray. And I really hope you are beginning to pray differently—

historically. Praying historically, reminding ourselves of what God can do 

based on what He has actually done in history, strengthens our faith! “Lord, 

If you could create the heavens and the earth, part the Red Sea and provide 

water out of a rock, certainly you are able to accomplish what concerns me 

today!” We need to pray with informed faith! 

 

Yet of all the extraordinary things that God has done, perhaps none is more 

extraordinary than when He transforms a person’s life through the power of 

His grace! And I mean something very specific by the word transform. God’s 

grace, that is mediated to us through the cross of Jesus Christ, makes a 

person new, releasing them from the bondage of their old sinful nature 

which had made them hostile enemies of God, and creating in them new life  

so that they are reconciled to God and restored to His favor—forever!  

 

Today as we come to Acts 16, we have the opportunity to see Paul and Silas 

worship their way through affliction, God’s power to miraculously deliver 

them, and God’s transforming grace bring salvation to many lives!  

 

 
1 William Barclay, “The Acts of the Apostles,” pg. 133.  

As we come to Acts 16, Paul and Silas are on their second missionary 

journey and come to the city of Philippi. They make their way the riverside 

in hopes of finding a prayer gathering where they began speaking the word 

to a gathering of women.  

 

[Acts 16:14-40] ??? 

 

Extraordinary Grace for the Seeker [Acts 16:14-15] 

 

As a seller of purple fabric, Lydia was an affluent businesswoman. Purple 

dye was gathered drop by drop from a certain shellfish, making it costly to 

purchase.1 From a spiritual perspective we would call Lydia a seeker. She 

had a genuine interest in spiritual matters and was known as a worshiper of 

God who attended the local prayer gathering. Lydia was responding to the 

truth she had, but it wasn’t until Paul explained the gospel message that she 

understood her need for personal faith in Jesus Christ. In that moment, the 

Lord opened her heart to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

On the outside, Lydia probably appeared to “have it all together.” But an 

upper-class life and sincere religious practice was not enough. She needed 

the cross-work of Jesus to cover her sin. The benefit of Lydia’s story is to 

remind us that our lives do not consist of the image we portray on the 

outside. You can put a lot of exhausting energy into wearing the right thing, 

driving the right thing, having your kids in the right things, and even 

portraying a good Christian image—but that is not the substance of your 

life. The true substance of your life is what comes out of your heart and 

mind. No level of externals can cover the corruption of sin within. But God 

in His grace, opened the eyes of Lydia’s heart to see Jesus death and 

resurrection as God’s provision for her sin to be forgiven. For Lydia, there 

were not bells and whistles, just a gradual process of God drawing her to 

Jesus and opening her heart to trust in His grace! 

 

Extraordinary Grace for the Enslaved (Acts 16:16-18) 

 



Next, we are introduced to a slave-girl in vs. 16. Not only is she in physical 

bondage to she slave-owners, but she is also in spiritual bondage, possessed 

by an evil spirit. Her slave owners saw this a great money-making 

opportunity and exploited her as a fortune-teller.  

 

Under Satan’s influence, this girl began following Paul and Silas around, 

announcing that they were “servants of the Most High God…proclaiming the 

way of salvation.” Notice that what she said was true, yet she as probably 

trying to make a profit off of their ministry and it was distraction from the 

Jesus Paul was preaching about. While she identified them as servants of 

God, Paul identified himself as a bondservant of Jesus.  

 

You can imagine how irritating it would have been for Paul to have a fortune 

teller, who was anathema for any good Jew, to be creating a noisy 

association with their ministry. But rather than running her off, he gives her 

life-changing gift. In the name of Jesus, he commands the spirit to come out 

of her and immediately she is delivered from the evil spirit.  

 

The benefit of this girl’s story is that we see the power of God’s grace to 

rescue her in her helpless state. If Lydia represents the upper class, this 

slave-girl represents the lowest of the low class in society. The power of the 

gospel is not just for “respectable sinners.” The gospel is for all people, 

regardless of their place in society or their entanglement in sin and 

bondage. We are not told is this girl continued to follow Christ, but there is 

no mistake that God has the power to deliver and transform those in the 

hardest place.  

 

Extraordinary Grace for the Afflicted (Acts 16:19-26) 

 

The slave owners, furious at the collapse of their fortune-telling business, 

accused Paul and Silas of stirring up trouble and had them beaten and 

thrown in jail.  

 

Consider for a moment how Paul and Silas might have responded: 

� Angry at God 

� Angry at their persecutors  

� Moaned and groaned with self-pity 

� Doubted God’s plans and goodness 

 

Rather they responded by refusing to forfeit their hope and joy. [vs. 25] Paul 

and Silas worshiped their way through their affliction. They prayed. They 

sang. They fixed their hearts on the unchanging truth of who God is.  

 

The benefit of Paul and Silas’s story is that it encourages us to worship our 

way through our affliction. I know it’s not natural, but it is possible. It may 

be white-knuckled worship through tears. Yet regardless of whether our 

worship is in a major or minor key, God delights in our persistent clinging to 

His faithfulness. Worship keeps us focused on the power, greatness, and 

faithfulness of God which strengthens our faith and enables us to 

persevere with hope and eventually emerge from the dark night with joy.  

 

Take note that Paul and Silas’s deliverance came while they worshiped. [vs. 

26-31]  

 

Extraordinary Grace for the Unsuspecting (Acts 16:27-34) 

 

The unsuspecting jailor was part of the sturdy middle class made up of the 

Roman civil service. Like many of us, he goes to work every day trying to 

make a living to support his family. He probably didn’t think much about 

religious matters. He just trys to get by week to week working a stressful job 

for a demanding employer. He probably woke up that morning expecting to 

face another day of dealing with disrespectful criminals, but to his surprise 

he witnessed a miracle.  

 

His first reaction was that he would rather take his own life than lose it at 

the hands of the Romans for escaped prisoners. But when he sees that his 

prisoners are still there, he said to Paul and Silas, “what must I do to be 

saved?” He too was listening to Paul and Silas that night. And now he had 

witnessed the power of their God to deliver.  

 

Paul and Silas answered the jailor’s question with perhaps the most succinct 

expression of the gospel in the NT: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 

be saved…” Then as Paul and Silas further explained the word to him and his 



entire household, they were all baptized as a public expression of faith in 

Jesus.  

 

The next day when Paul and Silas were released from Roman custody, Paul did not 

leave until he had established his rights as a Roman citizen. This may have been in 

part to establish some credibility for the sake of gospel progress there, but it also 

illustrates that a believer’s citizenship in the kingdom of God does not nullify his 

citizenship to his country. Christians may stand on their legitimate rights of 

citizenship as long as the exercise of those rights does not transgress their supreme 

loyalty to God and His Word. (for example, it is appropriate for believers in the US 

to hold up their first amendment rights of free speech)  

 

Extraordinary Grace for You 

 

The benefit of Acts 16 is that it illustrates the transforming power of God’s 

grace for people in all spheres of life. The point is not that you have to be 

like Lydia, or the slave-girl or the jailor to experience God’s mercy. The point 

is that God’s extraordinary grace is for you. What must you do to be saved from 

condemnation of your sin? You must believe in the Lord Jesus.  

 

 But what does it mean to believe in Jesus? Believing in Jesus involves 3 

things: your mind, your heart, and your life.  

 

a. Mind ~ You must understand the basic facts of the gospel. Every 

one of us has sinned by not honoring God has our supreme leader 

and not loving Him with our supreme affections. Our sin separates 

us from God as offenses separate enemies. The only payment that 

can pay off the debt of your sin against an infinite, eternal, holy 

God, is the payment made by the infinite, eternal, sinless Son of 

God—the payment He made for you at the cross. And having fully it 

satisfied God’s justice in paying for our sin, God raised Jesus from 

the dead and offers eternal life to all who trust in Him. This is God’s 

heart of love to you!  

 

I Cor 15:3-4 ~ “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 

also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures” 

b. Heart ~ Believing in Jesus means you open your heart to receive 

Him as Savior (to forgive) and as Lord (to lead). 

 

Rom 10:9-10 ~ “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be 

saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and 

with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture 

says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed…for "Whoever 

will call upon the name of the LORD will be saved." 

c. Life ~ It’s important for you to understand that those who truly believe 

in Jesus, follow Jesus (because we live according to what we really 

believe).  

 

2 Cor 5:15—“Christ died for all, that those who live should no longer live 

for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.” 

God is still transforming people’s lives by His grace today. So I’ve asked 

Doug and Lynelle to sing for you a song that Doug wrote about His own 

conversion story. As you listen, their story (like those in Acts 16) is an 

invitation for you to also put your trust in Jesus. 

[You Came In – Doug & Lynelle] 

[instrumental] 

 

Communion 

 

Bread: As Jesus held up the unleavened bread and said, “this is My 

body which is given for you,” it represented His pure and sinless life 

before God. That means that those who are in Christ, clothed in His 

righteousness, need never fear condemnation… 

 

Cup: “This cup, which is poured out for you, in the new covenant in 

My blood.” The blood of Christ cleanses us from sin and seals an 

unbreakable covenant, making us one with Christ and reconciling us 

to the Father.  

 


