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If Christmas seems out of place this year, it’s not. For so many of us—

probably all of us—Christmas seems out of place because we are living in 

unusual circumstances that are out of place.  

 

Yet as much as our circumstances may disrupt how we want to feel or 

experience Christmas this year, they do not nullify our reason to celebrate 

what Christmas is about. In fact, we have a very real opportunity this year to 

experience an authentic Christmas. One of the blessings of a season when 

so many things are stripped away, is that it enables us to experience God’s 

peace in a way that is undiluted by other good things that without our 

notice can take the place of the true meaning of Christmas. For example, 

there are so many enjoyable things about this season, like family gatherings, 

great food, nostalgic music, even Christmas worship services. Yet it’s 

possible to do all those things and miss the essence of what Christmas 

provides—peace with God. We can miss it if we are drawing our sense of 

‘peace’ from external things. Peaceful circumstances are not the same as 

peace with God. But peace with God can penetrate even the most painful of 

circumstances.  

 

So let’s ask ourselves, do we still believe that we need more than Jesus to 

have true peace? Do we need more than Jesus to have Christmas? It’s hard 

to know if Christ is the fulfillment of our lives when our lives are filled with 

so many other things—good things that God has blessed us with. But 

sometimes God needs to strip back some of His blessings to brings us back 

to Himself. 2020 is like a Christmas present wrapped in newspaper—not the 

most attractive, yet perhaps there is a gift inside—as unusual as that gift 

may be.  

 

If we have bought into the pipe dream that Christmas can’t be Christmas 

without fairytale-like circumstances where all is well, it is because we have 

strayed a long way from Bethlehem. So let’s take just a moment to journey 

back in time to the first Christmas season to see what the first Christmas 

was like for Jesus’ family.  

 

No doubt, it was a time of elation and wonder. Both Joseph and Mary had 

been visited by angels. Joseph was told that this child would be Immanuel, 

God Himself with us, and He would deliver God’s people from their sins (Mt 

1:18-25). Mary was told that her son would be great, that He would be 

called the Son of the Most High and the He was Israel’s long-awaited King 

whose kingdom would be without end. On the night Jesus was born angels 

descended to the earth with songs of celebration and the light of God’s 

glorious presence ignited the dark night (Luke 1-2).  

 

Yet not all was well. The miraculous conception in Mary’s womb would not 

be understood by most people. Thus, Mary and Joseph would have been 

looked upon as scandalous, misunderstood and falsely judged. This is the 

family that Jesus was born into. A family that knew poverty (Lk 2:24). A 

family that lived like refugees in a foreign country, fleeing to Egypt for fear 

of their lives as Herod slaughtered all the baby boys in Bethlehem (Mt 2:13-

23). This little family knew loneliness. There was no family to help with the 

birth, no family nearby as they raised a baby boy in Egypt. Those early years 

were filled with fear, danger, the hardships of poverty, and the 

responsibility of raising the most important child in all of history—all of this 

entrusted to Joseph and Mary, a girl probably not more than 13 years old. 

Life was hard!  

 

And then there was the prophecy that Mary carried in her heart from the 

time that Jesus was 8 days old: “Simeon blessed them and said to Mary…, 

‘Behold this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for 

a sign to be opposed—and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the 

end that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed’” (Luke 2:34-35). 

Mary would have to bear the piercing grief of watching Jesus’ rejection, 

suffering, and death. This is no fairytale. It is a story of redemption.  

 

Why did life have to be so hard for Mary and Joseph? Why would God send 

His Son into the raw circumstances of poverty, persecution, and prejudice to 

live amidst unrelenting hostility. Why should the Son of God be, as Isaiah 

calls Him, a man of sorrows (Isa 53:5)?  

 



The answer is found in this year’s Christmas word, Hebrews 2:17: “He had 

to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful 

and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation 

for the sins of the people” (Heb 2:17). 

 

He had to be made like His brethren…Not only becoming a man, but 

experiencing life as we experience it. Jesus had calloused hands. He knew 

hard work, hunger, pain, hardship, conflict, and sacrifice. He knew suffering 

and death.  

 

This was necessary so that He could become a merciful and faithful high 

priest before God on our behalf. Merciful because He could identify with our 

human experience. Faithful because He never succumbed to the temptation to 

sin. He remained true to His Father so that He could not only be our 

representative before God, but also the perfect sacrifice (like an unblemished 

Lamb) that would be acceptable before God. Jesus came to make 

propitiation—that is, to be the wrath-absorbing sacrifice for our sins that 

would satisfy God’s justice and turn His favor toward all who trust in Jesus.  

 

Jesus came into our sorrow to bring us into His peace. Not just a feeling of 

peace, but to create true peace with God. The peace of being reconciled to 

the God that our sin has estranged us from. 1Tim 1:5 says, “Jesus Christ 

came into the world to save sinners.” That is why Christmas is a celebration. 

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him might not perish but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). Notice 

here, that the very God to whom we need to be reconciled is the One who, 

out of love, sent His Son to make peace with us. And If He came to save us, 

he doesn’t expect us to save ourselves—because we can’t. Eph 2 tells us 

that we can’t work our way back into God’s favor. But we can be reconciled 

to Him by means of His grace when we receive Jesus who alone can serve 

our sentence of infinite proportion before a holy, eternal God. We’re not 

talking about just finding a way to feel better about ourselves, but a 

concrete, legal transaction that produces true peace and unity between God 

and man.  

 

This is the gospel—bad news turned good.  

� We rebelled against the highest authority in heaven. We stand 

before God guilty, convicted, and sentenced.  

� But God is merciful (“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His 

great love with which He loved us…” sent His Son—Eph 2:4) 

� Christ took our sentence of death upon Himself—all of it, absorbing 

the full justice of God’s wrath against our wicked rebellion.  

� Justice served.  

� Mercy is extended to those who agree to the plea—to let Christ 

take our sentence. The legal transaction in made by faith (trusting in 

Christ’s payment) and repentance (surrendering our rebel hearts 

back to God’s reign under Christ as our Lord.  

This is what Romans 5:1 means when it says that “having been justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

When faith applies Jesus’ death-payment to our account, our rap sheet is 

stamped, “Served! Reconciled! Paid in full! No working it off, no trying to 

prove ourselves. Paid in full, peace with God. Col 2:14 says, “having forgiven 

us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt 

consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has 

taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”  

 

That is the peace that we are called to embrace wholeheartedly this 

Christmas. A peace that penetrates our gloomy circumstances. The peace of 

knowing that through Jesus, God is with us, God is for us and our eternity is 

secured forever in heaven.  

 

This is why our final song says, “a weary world rejoices…for yonder breaks a 

new and glorious morn.” There is a day coming when all will be well for 

those who know Christ. Jesus came into our sorrow to bring us into His 

peace. Peace with God that provides the peace of God for the present trials 

of life.  

 

Benediction:  

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”  

(Rom 15:13) 

 

 

 


