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This is the first Sunday of December which means that Christmas is not only 

just around the corner but also a wedding! We are very excited for Ben and 

Hannah and the only thing that could give us greater joy would be to have 

the honor of your presence—all of you—celebrating their day with us. But 

of course, plans have been painfully altered which means that outside of the 

immediate family and bridal party, most of you will have to join us by live 

stream. And we most certainly hope you will! We want all of you to be able 

to share in our joy and I can’t emphasize enough how heart-broken we are 

to not have all of you personally present with us on January 2.  

 

And I believe that while Jesus rejoices with us in what He is doing in Ben and 

Hannah’s lives, He also grieves with us because weddings among God’s 

children are for the whole family of God. In fact, today in Matthew 22, we 

are going to hear Jesus tell a parable about a wedding with an unlimited 

guest list.  

 

Scripture Reading: Matt 22:1-14 [picture and title slide] 

 

The first thing I want you to notice at the outset of this parable, is the 

posture of the King. He stands with open arms and with a large heart 

extends an invitation for many to come and join him for a wedding feast for 

his son. He invites his people to join him in his joy of honoring his son. 

Notice that the king’s disposition here is one of generosity, hospitality, and 

benevolence.  

 

In Jesus’ day, “prospective guests to a major feast were invited in advance 

and then notified when the feast was ready.”1 That’s what is happening in 

vs. 2. The invitation has already gone out and now that the appropriate 

portions of food have been prepared, the guests are called to come to the 

feast, but they are unwilling to come.   

 
1 D.A. Carson, Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Vol 8. Page. 456.  

Notice the king’s patient persistence as he sends out another call in [vs. 4]. 

This time the king seeks to entice his guests to a sense of urgency. Yet they 

still pay no attention (vs. 5) and go about their usual business. They would 

rather go to work, more interested in building their own ‘kingdom’ than to 

feast with the king.  

 

Keep in mind that the invitation has not come from a neighbor or a brother, 

but from the king. An invitation from one’s king was not only a distinct 

honor but also bore a certain obligation. To disregard an invitation or 

summons from the king was blatant rebellion. To merely go to work and pay 

no attention to the king’s summons was to regard him as unimportant and 

not worth of one’s attention, let alone one’s loyalty.  

 

Worse yet, vs. 6 tells us that others not only disregarded the King’s call, but 

seized his slaves, abused and killed them! To kill the king’s slaves was a 

declaration of war against the king. This kind of response to a royal wedding 

invitation is absurd and shocking! And that’s exactly the point Jesus is 

making. He’s revealing the deep hostility that he knows exist in the hearts of 

some of His listeners. Remember, Jesus is speaking this parable the very 

week that He would suffer the brutal hostility of the Jewish leaders and be 

crucified.  

 

Notice now in vs. 5 how the king’s disposition has changed. He is enraged 

and enacts his vengeance by destroying those who have murdered his 

servants and burning their city with fire. Keep in mind that Jesus speaks 

these words in Jerusalem where He as God’s ultimate servant, would be 

abused and killed and city would be burned under God’s hand of judgment 

in 70 A.D.  

 

According to vs. 8, the hostility and treason of those who killed the king’s 

servants proved themselves to not only be unworthy guests of honor but 

also enemies of his kingdom. In the parable, those first invited were not 

worthy because they were unwilling to receive the king’s generous offer of 

honor and friendship. They were not worthy because they were unwilling to 



turn from their own way. They were unworthy because they repaid 

generosity with hostility rather than gratitude.   

 

Take note here that ingratitude is not only the fruit of unbelief, ingratitude 

is a sign of rebellion against God. This is why in Romans 1 the wrath of God 

was revealed against those who knew the truth about God, but refused to 

“honor Him as God or give thanks” (Rom 1:18-21). Ingratitude fails to give 

God His proper place of honor and reveals a heart of rebellion toward Him.  

 

Now in vs. 8-10, the king persists in fulfilling his passion and purpose of 

honoring his son and sends out his slaves with a new invitation. [8-10] 

 

Now the king’s disposition is one of enlarged generosity. He invites all who 

are willing to come, indiscriminately. And the wedding hall is filled with a 

motley crowd, people of both good and bad reputations. Imagine how 

pleasantly surprised these guests must have been, knowing they were 

undeserving yet invited. What an honor! This is what the kingdom of God 

looks like. It is filled with people pleasantly surprised by grace, knowing they 

are undeserving of any honor, yet recipients of God’s great favor.  

 

Church look around you! Are we not a motley crew in the great banqueting 

hall of our King. In light of this parable, consider the words of 1 Corinthians 

6:9-11: “Do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 

of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 

adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, 

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” 

[That is, those who persist in rebellion against God the King are not worthy 

to inherit the kingdom of heaven.] “Such were some of you; but you were 

washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” Those who are willing to 

come are made worthy by the King Himself, clothed in the righteousness of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

In vs. 11, when the king comes into the banqueting hall to see his motley 

gathering of guests, his attention is turned to one man who is not properly 

dressed for the wedding. When he questions the man in vs. 12, as to how he 

 
2 See also Matt 8:12; 25:30; 13:42, 50; 24:51 

got in without clean clothes, the man was “speechless.” That is, he had no 

good answer, no reasonable excuse. Its not that he was too poor to afford 

proper clothing, but that he was unwilling to give honor due the king. He 

has come (perhaps for the food) but rebellion is still bound up in his heart.  

 

Beloved, mere external association with God’s people is not enough. You 

must come to God on His terms, and He requires that you give proper honor 

to His Son. Don’t be deceived thinking that you can somehow gain points 

with God by merely attending church while your heart is still foreign to Him. 

You can’t truly partake of the benefits of the kingdom while you continue to 

insist on self-rule, resisting God’s rule, and insisting on living your own way. 

The Kingdom of God is home to those who surrender to His righteousness 

and kingly rule.  

 

Don’t be fooled into thinking that while there is a free offer of salvation, 

there are not obligations that accompany citizenship in the kingdom of God. 

Repentance, obedience, and faith do not earn our seat in the banqueting 

hall, but they are the proper means of honoring the Son who freely bestows 

on us His robe of righteousness.  

 

To the one who refused the king’s terms, to honor his son, he had him 

bound and throw into outer darkness where there is weeping and gnashing 

of teeth (13). Jesus’ language in vs. 13 is a picture of final judgment, the 

torment of being cast out of God’s favor.2 The divine judgment of hell is the 

final destination of those who willfully disregard, rebel and war against God 

and His Son. The divine judgment of hell is the final destination of those 

appear religious in their external behavior, but whose hearts refuse to 

surrender their self-rule to give Jesus his proper place of honor as Lord and 

King.  

 

So Jesus concludes, in vs. 14, that “many are called, but few are chosen.” 

The question is, how do you know if you are one of God’s chosen ones? The 

chosen are those who willfully embrace God’s terms of giving proper honor 

to His Son—in their heart and with their life. They gladly receive His 

invitation, knowing they are unworthy, and bearing the fruit of repentance 

in a new life of obedience to Christ.   



Big Picture  

 

Remember, Jesus is speaking to the Jews here. Israel had been invited and 

were being called to honor God’s Son as their Messiah and heavenly king. 

But they rejected God’s call and rejected His Son resulting in judgment 

against that generation. But God in his generous-hearted mercy, extended 

His invitation, indiscriminately, to all who would willingly come and honor 

His Son—a new chosen people recognized by their willingness to embrace 

God’s terms and embrace Jesus as their Prince and King (the church).   

 

Now let’s widen the lens just a little further to take in the broader context. 

This is the 3rd of 3 consecutive parables confronting the Jewish leaders 

about the kingdom of God. They are given in response to the Pharisees’ 

offense at Jesus’ authority. They were indignant that the people sang 

Hosanna as He rode into Jerusalem. They were indignant that Jesus 

overturned the tables of the money changers. They were indignant because 

Jesus did not bow to their terms and traditions. But in reality, as these 

parables explain, the Pharisees had failed to bow to God’s terms of true 

righteousness.  

 

In the first parable, the Pharisees were the son who said he’d go work in the 

vineyard but never did. Jesus told them that sinners who at first refused to 

do God’s will but later repented would inherit the kingdom while the 

Pharisees would forfeit the kingdom for persisting in not doing God’s will—

not embracing His terms.   

 

In the second parable, the Pharisees rejected Jesus as the cornerstone just 

as the wicked tenants killed the landowner’s servants and son. So the 

Pharisees would forfeit the kingdom and be crushed by the cornerstone 

because they rejected God’s chosen One and God’s terms of repentance.  

 

In the final parable, the Pharisees refuse God’s terms of honoring the Son, 

and forfeit God’s kingdom only to inherit eternal torment. Do you see the 

pattern? By refusing God’s terms of giving proper honor to His Son, in every 

parable they forfeit the kingdom for eternal destruction.  

 

So here’s what we should concluded from today’s parable. Because those 

who reject God’s gracious invitation will fall under His judgment, we must 

respond to the urgency of God’s call and enter the kingdom on His terms. 

Give Jesus His proper honor as Lord and King!  

 

Why is it such a big deal to honor the Son with the right to rule over our 

life? Because Jesus lived the only earthly life of true righteousness and died 

as the only sacrifice that could pay for your sin. He’s the only one who can 

reconcile you to God. And those who receive Him as the payment for their 

sin and the King of their life, receive His robe of righteousness that fits them 

for the kingdom of heaven.  

 

You can continue to live your life of self-rule, but know where it leads. Or 

you can surrender all of your self-rights to Jesus and inherit the kingdom of 

heaven.  

 

God extends an invitation to you. An invitation that will interrupt your self-

directed life, but an invitation that will deliver you from sin’s ultimate ruin 

and replace it with God’s eternal joy! [Prayer – Isaiah 53:6] 

 

COMMUNION: 

As we come to the Lord’s table, our celebration is for all who have 

welcomed God’s invitation, and in so doing have taken Jesus as their Prince 

of life. The Lord’s supper points us forward to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb where He is not only our Prince of life but also our Husband-King. And 

we are His bride only because He Himself redeemed us from the poverty 

and prison of our sin.  

  

Bread: I Cor 6:9, 11 – “The unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God;…such…you were, but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but 

you were justified in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

Cup:  

Mark 14:124-25 – Jesus said to His disciples, “"This is My blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I say to you, I shall never 

again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 

kingdom of God." 



 

Rev 19:7-9 – “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." 

And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for 

the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. And he said to me, "Write, 

'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And 

he said to me, "These are true words of God." 


