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This morning we begin the final section of Matthew’s gospel that can be 

referred to as the Passion Narratives. When we speak of the passion of 

Christ, we are simply referring to His suffering and death for the sake of 

redeeming sinners.  

 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:1-16 

 

I want to do two things. First comment on vs 1-5, which serve as a sort of 

introduction to chapters 26-28, and then take a careful look at the storyline 

of vs. 6-16 which demonstrates how one’s appraisal of Jesus reveals the 

disposition of one’s heart.   

 

The Providence1 of God in the Passion of Christ (26:1-5) 

 

There is a theme of the providence of God in vs. 1-5 that may seem subtle, 

yet will become a dominant theme throughout the passion narratives. What 

these verses introduce, is God’s perspective of what is about to happen in 

Jesus’ life. Before the religious leaders plot Jesus’ death. Before Judas 

defects and betrays. Before the wicked plans of man are carried out, 

Matthew shows us that it is God’s plan for Jesus to die—God is writing the 

script!  

 

We see the providence of God in Jesus’ precise knowledge of future events 

that will specifically accomplish God’s purposes. In vs. 2 Jesus says, “you 

know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to 

be handed over for crucifixion.” How do the disciples know these things? 

Jesus has already told them, something He could not have done, had He not 

known God’s future plan.  

� Mt 16:21-23 – “Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to 

Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.” 

 
1 Providence refers to God working sovereignly, personally, and actively among and 

through people to bring His will and purposes to bear in history.  

� Mt 17:22-23 – “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of 

men; and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day." 

� Mt 20:17-19 – “We are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be 

delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to 

death, and will deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify 

Him, and on the third day He will be raised up." 

Notice again now in 26:2, Jesus knows specifically when these things will 

take place (in 2 days beginning with Passover). He knows specifically what 

will happen (crucifixion). And He knows how it will take place (He will be 

“handed over”).  

 

Furthermore, in vs. 4 Jesus knows what the Sanhedrin at the very moment 

are secretly planning to do by stealth (vs 4). In fact, the Sanhedrin 

determine to not do it during the Passover (vs. 5), and yet they will, as Jesus 

predicts. Jesus knows what the Sanhedrin will do better than the Sanhedrin 

know what they will do because He is fully aware of God’s plan being 

providentially unfolded.  

 

Here’s what we must see: The death of Jesus is not a mere tragic turn of 

events at the hands of ruthless men. If you don’t understand that Jesus’ 

death was both God’s plan and Jesus’ purpose, you will never fully grasp the 

significance of the cross.  

� Isaiah 53:6 – “The Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to 

grief.” Why? To render Him as a guilt offering for wayward sinners.  

� Acts 2:23 tells us that although Jesus was nailed to the cross and put 

to death at the hands of sinful me, He was delivered up by the 

“predetermined plan foreknowledge of God.”  

� Acts 4:27-28 tells us that man’s actions, culminating in Jesus’ death, 

was “predestined” by God’s hand and purpose. 

But what about Jesus’ will? In John 10:18 Jesus said, “No one has taken [My 

life] from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it 

down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I 

received from My Father."  

 

Perhaps the best summary is that the cross is the result of:  

� The Father’s will (Isa 53:6; Acts 2:23; 4:27-28) 



� Jesus’ willingness (Jn 10:18) 

� Man’s wickedness (Acts 2:23; 4:27; Mt 26:4) 

 

Now you may ask, how can man be held responsible for Jesus’ death if it 

was God’s sovereign plan? Are we mere puppets moved on the strings of 

God’s sovereign will? No. Its important to understand that the Bible doesn’t 

divorce divine sovereignty from human responsibility as though only one 

can stand legitimately without the other. Rather, the Bible unapologetically 

holds divine sovereignty and human responsibility together as we saw in 

Acts 2:23: “by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

nailed [Him] to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.” 

 

This is possible, as Mark Dever points out, because every time humans act, 

there are at least two sets of motives in play.2 Human motives are at work 

because we choose to do what we want to do and therefore are responsible 

for what we do. Yet divine motives are also at work as God reigns over all 

things and uses man’s choices to accomplish divine purposes.3  

 

So we can say on the one hand that men are fully and completely culpable 

for the death of Jesus because they acted out of the sincerest desires of 

malicious murder in their own hearts. Yet on the other hand, the death of 

Jesus has redemptive purpose because God willed for Him to die as the only 

possible means of rescuing man from sin. And in this, Jesus was perfectly 

willing to lay down His life out of loving obedience to His Father (Jn 10:18) 

and out of sacrificial love for people.4  

 

Now as we turn to vs. 6-16, we are going to see that as the providence of 

God unfolds, each person’s response to Jesus will reveal the true disposition 

of their heart.   
 

Extravagant Love (vs. 6-16) 
 

Thrust of today’s message: Because Jesus is worthy of extravagant love and 

honor from worshiping hearts, we must carefully examine our appraisal of 

Jesus as revealing the true disposition of our hearts before God.  

 
2 At least two, because sometimes Satan’s motives also factor in.  
3 Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament, pg. 208. 
4 The irony of this is that the very sin by which man that nailed Jesus to the cross if 

the very sin He was dying to save man from.  

 

The cast of characters in vs. 6-16 are going to illustrate a spectrum of 4 

possible heart conditions, all of which are determined by how one values 

Jesus. [Note: there is a monetary theme that relates to each character’s 

appraisal of Jesus.] 

 

1. A worshiping heart of selfless love sacrifices freely and generously 

to honor Jesus (Mt 26:6-7). � Mary  

 

[vs 6-7] Anointing someone with perfume was a customary way of showing 

honor. We know from John 12, that this woman is Mary, the sister of 

Martha and Lazarus (whom Jesus raised from the dead).5 We know from 

Luke 10 that Mary deeply adored Jesus (Lk 10:38-42)—when He was 

around, nothing else seemed important. You can imagine how even greater 

her gratitude was after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  

 

This alabaster vile of “very costly perfume,” according to Mark, was a whole 

pound of pure nard worth 300 denarii—a whole year’s wages! It appears as 

though she kept none back for herself. In addition to pouring it on His head, 

John tells us that she also anointed His feet enough to dry them with her 

hair (Jn 12:3). Do you see the picture here? The selfless and extravagant 

generosity of Mary’s lavish sacrifice demonstrates that she valued Jesus 

more than her greatest earthly treasure. He was her treasure. She would 

gladly have nothing to honor Jesus with everything.  

 

[‘Worshiping Heart’ graphic]  

Mary models for us the very best heart condition a person can have—a true 

worshiping heart of extravagant love for Jesus. Her appraisal of Jesus is seen 

in the “very costly perfume” that she “poured” on Him (7).  

Beloved, this is our goal: a tender, grace-filled, worshiping heart of gratitude 

that loves God supremely, willing to gladly surrender all to honor Jesus with 

everything.  

5 While John 12 identifies this woman as Mary, Matthew leaves her unnamed, not 

because he didn’t know who she was, but perhaps because in keeping with Mary’s 

selfless act, he wanted all the attention to focus on Jesus.  



 

Finally, just take note of how Mary’s act of extravagant love—pouring out 

her very best—is symbolic of the extravagant love of God that Christ will 

soon pour out at the cross. Just as Mary demonstrated extravagant love for 

Jesus, so God with infinitely greater extravagance would give His very best—

His only Son—for us. A worshiping heart mimics the heart of God because 

that which we cherish will shape our heart. [praise of men, material 

possessions, or Christ] Next, we are going see in the disciples that… 

 

2. An immature heart that befriends Jesus for the benefits of 

following Him is easily distracted by earthly interests (Mt 26:8-13). 

� disciples  

 

When the disciples saw the extravagant cost and amount of perfume that 

Mary anointed Jesus with, vs. 8 says they became indignant. They took 

offense that she would be so excessive. They saw her actions as wasteful 

because they were focused on the amount sacrificed while Mary was 

focused on the worth of the One to whom she sacrificed. I’m sure they felt 

righteous as they “scolded” her (Mk 14:5), for not rather selling it for a high 

price to help the poor. But John tells us that Judas spoke on the behalf of 

the disciples and that he was not at all concerned for the poor but rather 

had ulterior motives as He had been stealing from the money box.  

 

So why do I refer to the disciples’ hearts as immature and distracted? They 

are immature because their relationship with Jesus is still focused on the 

benefits of following Jesus, whereas Mary’s mature faith is focused on the 

worth of Jesus Himself. They are distracted by material concerns and earthly 

values because their faith is still man-centered rather than God-centered.  

 

This has been a pattern for the disciples. In Mt 16 when Jesus spoke of the 

cross, Peter rebuked Jesus, but Jesus rebuked him in return saying, “you are 

not setting your mind of God’s interests, but man’s.” In Mt 20 after Jesus 

again spoke of the cross to come, the disciples, distracted by personal gain, 

responded by asking Jesus for positions of privilege in the Kingdom—status. 

 
6 D.A. Carson, Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Vol. 8, pg. 527.  

Their immaturity is seen in their temporal and earthly distractions that 

prevent them from joining Mary in generous-hearted worship of Jesus. 

 

When Jesus responds by saying, “you will always have the poor,” He is not 

diminishing the needs of the poor. Rather He’s saying that the disciples are 

missing the significance of this moment as it fits into God’s plan. Even the 

essential needs of the poor pale in light of the pending climax of Jesus’ death.  

 

So what is the significance of this moment as Mary anoints Jesus with costly 

perfume? How is she unknowingly preparing Him for burial? Jesus will die a 

death He did not deserve—the death of crucifixion reserved for criminals. 

The only time a body was not anointed for burial was when it was the death 

of a criminal.6 But Mary is anointing Him for the burial He truly deserves as 

the most honorable of all men—the sinless Son of God. She is giving Jesus 

the honor He deserves, and the disciples are missing it because their vision 

is earthly and material.  

 

[The ‘Immature/Distracted Heart’ graphic] 

The Disciples model the immature and distracted hearts of those who 

befriend Jesus—they truly believe in Him—but they are still utilitarian in 

their pursuit of Jesus. They follow Him for what He can do for them. But the 

deficiency of their appraisal of Jesus is found in their words, “why this 

waste.” They value Jesus, but is He worthy of extravagant honor, lavish 

worship, over-the-top generosity?  

 

Beloved, this is how a vast majority of Christians live life. Befriending and 

believing in Jesus, yet following Him at a surface level because we are 

distracted by worldly interests and earthly security, wealth, and status.  

When is the last time we stood in awe of Jesus? When is the last time we 

said, “no sacrifice is too great”? How willing are we to give up earthly 

treasures to serve Christ? Oh may God give us a ‘Mary’ heart that loves 

Jesus supremely with limitless gratitude and adoration. A heart that says, 

“all I have is His and this life is for Him alone.” If that sounds radical, you 

don’t have a ‘Mary’ heart.  

 



3. A hypocritical heart appears to follow Jesus but will betray Him for 

personal gain (Mt 26:14-16). …or to avoid suffering. � Judas 

 

[14-16] Judas carried the appearance of a devout follower of Jesus. He knew 

the language and spoke it well. Bear in mind, none of the other disciples 

suspected Judas as a betrayer or thief. Yet outward appearance was a 

coverup for a deceitful, self-absorbed heart.  

 

How do we explain Judas’ heart?  

� He was an eyewitness of Jesus’ miracles. 

� He heard Jesus’ teaching firsthand.  

� He witnessed Jesus’ authority and compassion.  

Yet he exchanged it all for a meager 30 pieces of silver. Beloved, a depraved 

heart can deny the clearest evidence of who Christ is.  

 

A partial explanation of Judas’ heart is found in Luke 22:3 where it says, 

“Satan entered into Judas.” Yet Judas is not an innocent victim to Satan’s 

bondage. Judas allowed Satan to gain a foothold in his heart long before 

that moment. Satan didn’t enter in until Judas went to conspire with the 

Sanhedrin. But he had already been giving his heart to greed and deception 

as he stole from the money box. He had already been allowing room for 

temptation to flourish in his heart. And in the end, he was crushed by his 

own guilt and took his own life. What a dangerous place to be!  

 

[The ‘Hypocritical Heart’ graphic] 

No one wants to be identified with Judas. Judas models the hypocritical 

heart that uses Jesus. He’ll take what benefits he can get, but if he stands to 

gain something or if he can avoid suffering, he is ready to compromise. This 

is a divided heart that appears sympathetic to the cause of Christ but will 

betray Him for selfish gain. Judas’ appraisal of Jesus is found in the words, 

“what are you willing to give me?” To Judas, Jesus is a means to selfish gain.  

 

The divided heart—hypocritical heart—blends in on Sunday morning, but its 

secret passageways are filled with lust, pride, greed, and selfish motives. 

The hypocritical heart blends in at youth group, but fails to be distinctive in 

the locker room for the meager benefit social acceptance. Look to Judas and 

learn, there is no earthly payment that is worth the cost of your soul. 

Honesty with God is the only dividend that pays in the end. Turn from your 

sin, as small or great as it may seem. Lay your guilt on Christ who died to 

save you from the deceit and sin that enslaves your heart.  

 

4. A hard heart is willing to pay the cost of banishing Jesus from 

one’s life (Mt 26:3-5, 15b). � Sanhedrin  

 

The Sanhedrin demonstrate a heart that is outright hostile to Jesus. They 

hate Jesus and will do anything to rid their lives of Him. We saw back in vs. 4 

that they “plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him.” That’s a 

loaded statement: “plotted” (premeditated), “seize” (to take by force), “kill” 

(malicious murder). And now, in vs. 15 they are willing to pay to do it.  

 

[The ‘Hard Heart’ graphic] 

The Sanhedrin model the utterly hard heart that despises Jesus. Their 

hatred is so strong that they are willing to pay to get rid of Him, and their 

appraisal of Jesus can be found in the words of vs. 15: “They weighed out 30 

pieces of silver to [Judas].”  

 

Thirty pieces of silver was the value paid by the owner of an ox that gored 

another man’s slave to death (Ex 21:32). While the slave’s life was precious, 

a meager 30 pieces of silver demonstrates the Sanhedrin’s appraisal of Jesus 

as minimal. To put it crassly, it’s the way we feel about paying to get rid of 

junk, like an old computer—willing to pay to get rid of what we see as 

worthless. You may not think of yourself as hating Jesus, but how else might 

you classify a heart that considers Him worthless, unworthy of one’s 

attention. Is it not hatred that considers a man worthless?  

 

If this is your heart toward Jesus, the only thing I can say to you is that the 

very sin of God-hating rejection that nailed Jesus to the cross is the very sin 

He died to save you from. And today there is still mercy available for you. 

The redeeming grace of God at the cost of Christ’s own blood, is sufficient to 

cover your sin. Are you willing to exchange a hate-filled heart for a grace-

filled heart?  

 

Where is your heart on this spectrum?  

� Do you love Him extravagantly?  



� Do you befriend and believe but remain distracted (consumed) by 

earthly pursuits?  

� Are you attempting to in two worlds simultaneously, keeping up the 

appearance of a Christian, but living for self in your deepest desires? 

� Are you rejecting Jesus, not giving the time of day?  

 

The disposition of your heart is determined by your appraisal of the worth 

of Jesus. May God open the eyes of our heart to our true appraisal of Christ. 

And may He move our hearts to supremely honor Him with extravagant 

love.   

 

Prayer: “Lord, so work in us that we might fulfill just this one command, to 

love you with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength…”  

 


