
� Jesus’ willingness (Jn 10:18) 

� Man’s wickedness (Acts 2:23; 4:27; Mt 26:4) 

 

Now you may ask, how can man be held responsible for Jesus’ death if it 

was God’s sovereign plan? Are we mere puppets moved on the strings of 

God’s sovereign will? No. It’s important to understand that the Bible doesn’t 

divorce divine sovereignty from human responsibility as though only one 

can stand legitimately without the other. Rather, the Bible unapologetically 

holds divine sovereignty and human responsibility together as we saw in 

Acts 2:23: “by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

nailed [Him] to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.” 

 

This is possible, as Mark Dever points out, because every time humans act, 

there are at least two sets of motives in play.2 Human motives are at work 

because we choose to do what we want to do and therefore are responsible 

for what we do. Yet divine motives are also at work as God reigns over all 

things and uses man’s choices to accomplish divine purposes.3  

 

So we can say on the one hand that men are fully and completely culpable 

for the death of Jesus because they acted out of the sincerest desires of 

malicious murder in their own hearts. Yet on the other hand, the death of 

Jesus has redemptive purpose because God willed for Him to die as the only 

possible means of rescuing man from sin. And in this, Jesus was perfectly 

willing to lay down His life out of loving obedience to His Father (Jn 10:18) 

and out of sacrificial love for people.4  

 

Now as we turn to vs. 6-16, we are going to see that as the providence of 

God unfolds, each person’s response to Jesus will reveal the true disposition 

of their heart.   
 

Extravagant Love (vs. 6-16) 
 

Thrust of today’s message: Because Jesus is worthy of extravagant love and 

honor from worshiping hearts, we must carefully examine our appraisal of 

Jesus as revealing the true disposition of our hearts before God.  

 
2 At least two, because sometimes Satan’s motives also factor in.  
3 Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament, pg. 208. 
4 The irony of this is that the very sin by which man that nailed Jesus to the cross if 

the very sin He was dying to save man from.  

 

The cast of characters in vs. 6-16 are going to illustrate a spectrum of 4 

possible heart conditions, all of which are determined by how one values 

Jesus. [Note: there is a monetary theme that relates to each character’s 

appraisal of Jesus.] 

 

1. A worshiping heart of selfless love sacrifices freely and generously 

to honor Jesus (Mt 26:6-7). � Mary  

 

[vs 6-7] Anointing someone with perfume was a customary way of showing 

honor. We know from John 12, that this woman is Mary, the sister of 

Martha and Lazarus (whom Jesus raised from the dead).5 We know from 

Luke 10 that Mary deeply adored Jesus (Lk 10:38-42)—when He was 

around, nothing else seemed important. You can imagine how even greater 

her gratitude was after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  

 

This alabaster vile of “very costly perfume,” according to Mark, was a whole 

pound of pure nard worth 300 denarii—a whole year’s wages! It appears as 

though she kept none back for herself. In addition to pouring it on His head, 

John tells us that she also anointed His feet enough to dry them with her 

hair (Jn 12:3). Do you see the picture here? The selfless and extravagant 

generosity of Mary’s lavish sacrifice demonstrates that she valued Jesus 

more than her greatest earthly treasure. He was her treasure. She would 

gladly have nothing to honor Jesus with everything.  

 

[‘Worshiping Heart’ graphic]  

Mary models for us the very best heart condition a person can have—a true 

worshiping heart of extravagant love for Jesus. Her appraisal of Jesus is seen 

in the “very costly perfume” that she “poured” on Him (7).  

Beloved, this is our goal: a tender, grace-filled, worshiping heart of gratitude 

that loves God supremely, willing to gladly surrender all to honor Jesus with 

everything.  

5 While John 12 identifies this woman as Mary, Matthew leaves her unnamed, not 

because he didn’t know who she was, but perhaps because in keeping with Mary’s 

selfless act, he wanted all the attention to focus on Jesus.  


