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Scripture Reading: [Matthew 26:69—27:10] 

 

“Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor 10:12) 

Every person has experienced failure. But the question is, “What will we do 

with our failure?” 

 

I have chosen to take the accounts of Peter and Judas together because we 

need to see an important contrast between the two and the choices they 

made in response to their failure.   

 

Before we go any further, let me say this. There is a lot of weight on us to carry though life. I 

was thinking about some of our men this week, and how they have to shoulder in life (and 

the same is certainly true for our women). We all have a certain amount of burden to 

shoulder in life. I know for myself, I don’t always carry that weight of it very well, and that 

adds to the weight. And sometimes I don’t want to carry the weight and sometimes I even 

set down my responsibilities when I shouldn’t, and that only adds to the weight. So our 

temptations in life are complicated by the fact that life is weighty. But we have High Priest 

who sympathizes with our weakness—He understands the weightiness of life in this world of 

sin. So while we must tackle topic of failure in the life of Peter, I want to remind you at the 

outset, that we have God who forgives, restores and heals when we fall.   

 

There is nothing complex or difficult to understand about vs. 69-75 of Matt 

26, in that Matthew simply records how Peter denies his Lord 3 times. But 

notice that when a person turns away from the Lord, he can get caught in a 

downward spiral.1 Each of Peter’s denials gets intensely worse: 

 

� Simple denial [Vs. 69-70] 

A simple but serious lie. But Peter spirals down from here… 

 

� Denial with an oath [vs. 71-72]2  

 
1 Cf. Romans 1:23 and James 1:14-16 on the downward spiral of sin  
2 Cf. James 5:12 
3 See MacArthur p. 217 

A Jewish oath was a way of calling God as one’s witness. 3  It’s an 

acknowledgment that what I am saying, I am saying in the presence 

presence/hearing of God. Peter is consciously aware that He is lying 

before God. From here, Peter spirals down yet further. He denies 

His Lord with… 

 

� Cursing and swearing [vs. 73-74]  

Now Peter goes a step further, to not only lie under oath, but to call 

down God’s curses upon Himself if He is lying—which He is! In 

essence, Peter is saying, ‘God knows my heart and He knows my 

mind as He knows all things, so I call God as my witness so that if I 

am not telling the truth I am calling a curse down upon myself.’ 

 

How did bold, brave Peter get caught in this downward spiral of sin—from 

boasting that he would boldly die with Jesus to boldly sinning? A couple 

weeks ago I suggested that the disciples’ abandonment of Jesus in 

Gethsemane was more than merely caving under the pressure of the 

moment. There was a pattern of behavior that weakened their ability to 

stand up under the test. So what were the danger signs in Peter’s life before 

he went over the guardrail?  

 

John MacArthur suggests that Peter took several steps toward denying 

Christ. Let me adapt and develop some of what he says a bit further. 4  

 

1. Disillusionment (worldly mindset): Mt 16:21-23 

 

The very first time Jesus told the disciples that He would die, Peter took 

Jesus aside and rebuked Him. But Jesus exposed Peter’s faulty perspective: 

“You are not setting your mind on God’s interests but man’s” (vs. 23). In 

other words, ‘You are disillusioned and distracted with a worldly mindset.’  

 

4 MacArthur, 212-213 



We need to ask ourselves, are we distracted or disillusioned? Do we resist 

the unwanted things that come into our lives? Or do we look for God’s 

purpose in all things and allow Him to shape us through them?  

 

2. Over-inflated Self-confidence (boasting): Mt 26:33 

 

Mt 26:33—“even though all may fall away from You, I will never fall away” 

 

Peter was overly confident in himself. He thought of himself as mature and 

steadfast—that he was not only right but also invincible. “Let him who 

thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1Cor 10:12). 

 

Paul wrote in Rom 12:3 ~ “For through the grace given to me I say to every 

man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; 

but to think so as to have sound judgment” (Rom 12:3).  

 

Over-inflated self-confidence can keep you from growing to spiritual 

maturity. It’s so easy to grow old spiritual without growing mature. It’s easy 

to assume that because we’ve been a Christian for a long time, that we are 

good enough, and we stop growing in our walk with Jesus.    

 

I’m not just talking about Bible knowledge or involvement in the church. I’m 

talking about growing in humility. Every Christian should become 

significantly humble throughout his life. Or what about growing in grace?5 

When we see people caught in the trap of sin, do we respond with disgust 

and unbelief that they would do such a thing, or do we respond by grieving 

with compassion? Are you becoming increasingly grounded in the Word in 

such a way that the truth is changing you? Are you teachable? Are you 

becoming less judgmental, less easily offended, and quicker to forgive? 

 

In I Timothy 4 Paul issues a warning about not falling away in the latter days 

of deception. He calls Timothy to be firmly rooted in sound doctrine, to live 

 
5 2 Peter 3:18 

a disciplined life of godliness, and to fix his hope on God. And then He says, 

“Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress 

will be evident to all. Pay close attention to your life and your doctrine.” Is 

your progress evident to all? This is a question I have to ask myself. Is my 

progress evident in this season of life? Is it evident to my wife and my 

children? Is my character growing sweeter? Am I growing in patience and 

humility and grace as the word of truth takes root in my heart?  

 

3. Insubordination (arguing with the Lord): Mt 16:22; 26:35 

“I’m not doing it your way.” 

 

Not only did Peter argue with Jesus about going to the cross (16:21-23), he 

also argued with Jesus that he would not deny Him: “Even if I have to die 

with You, I will not deny You!” Peter was unwilling to listen to Jesus 

assessment of him—and probably anybody else’s.  

 

How do you respond to people when they point out weaknesses in your 

life? Are you defensive? Are you easily offended? Sometimes we need to 

scrape off the hurt and offensiveness that we feel when someone speaks 

into our life to ask ourselves, is there a kernel of truth (or even a boulder of 

truth) in their words? Is this an area in which I need to grow? Who are you 

asking to speak honestly into your life? Beloved, it’s essential that we do not 

rely on our own estimation of ourselves. 

 

4. Self-sufficiency (prayerlessness): Mt 26:36-46 

“I can do it myself.”  

 

It’s not surprising that those who see themselves as self-sufficient struggle 

with prayer. Peter slept through the prayer meeting in Gethsemane because 

he failed to sense his own vulnerability and weakness. There is no doubt 

that Peter loved Jesus. He just failed to recognize how weak his flesh was. 

“The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Mt 26:41). 



 

5. Independence (“I’ll do it my way”): Mt 26:51 

“I’m doing it my own way.”  

 

We see Peter’s independence in his impulsiveness in Gethsemane. Jesus had 

just embraced the cup the of Father’s will, but as soon as the Sanhedrin laid 

their hands on Jesus, Peter drew his sword and attacked to take matters 

into his own hands.  

 

Peter—he’s the impulsive one; the first one to jump into the water, the first 

one to open his mouth, but God wants to use that personality in Peter when 

it is disciplined by the Spirit of God to make him a bold witness for the 

gospel. And that’s exactly what God will do in Peter’s life, but he had to 

learn to surrender his agenda to God’s. The kind of spiritual independence 

that says, “I’ll do it my way” always self-destructs.  

 

6. Compromise (lack of discernment): Mt 26:58 

 

After Jesus was arrested, Mt 26:58 says that “Peter was following Him from 

a distance.” Let’s not overlook the fact that Peter is still following Jesus at 

this moment, though cautiously. No doubt Peter followed Jesus out of love 

and concern. But it was his lack of discernment about the weakness of his 

own flesh that put him in a dangerous position to compromise his loyalty to 

Jesus. He didn’t take into consideration that he might not stand alone. 

Rarely do we do well to stand alone.  

 

It’s one thing for us to point out these weaknesses that lead to a spiritual 

train wreck, but what should they be replaced with? What should we be 

growing toward for genuine maturity?   

Toward Maturity:  

1. Disillusionment � Spiritual vision (eternal values) 

Disillusionment must be replaced with spiritual insight into the 

character of God and the weight of eternal matters. No longer living 

on just a horizontal plane, but living vertically with God’s values in 

view. Living vertically means that when I struggle with the will of 

God, I cling to the character of God.  

2. Self-confidence � Confidence in God (humility + faith) 

Self-confidence must be replaced with Confidence in God.  

Confidence in God is a combination of two things: humility and 

faith. I have to both trust God and humbly acknowledge that I can’t 

do it on my own: “With God all things are possible,” but “apart from 

[Him, I] can do nothing” (Mt 19:26; Jn 15:5).  

3. Insubordination � Submission (“Not my will but Yours”) 

Insubordination must be replaced with submission. Gethsemane 

must become the pattern of surrender in our lives: “not my will, but 

Yours be done” (Mt 26:39).  

4. Self-sufficiency �Prayer (dependence & surrender) 

Self-sufficiency must be replaced with prayer. By prayer, I’m 

referring to dependence on God and surrender to God’s right to the 

rights to my life.  

5. Independence � Loyalty to the Word (God’s revealed will) 

Spiritual Independence must be replaced with loyalty to the Word 

as God’s revealed will. You must see yourself not as an independent 

agent, but as a servant of God and therefore a servant of this book.  

6. Compromise � Accountability  

Compromise needs to be guarded against through accountability—

keeping yourself in the safety of fellowship with other believers who 

will speak the truth into your life. And by the way, if you are one of 

those people who say, “I’m accountable to God so I don’t need to 

be accountable to other believers,” you are deceiving yourself. If 

you are not willing to be accountable to another person, you are 

merely delaying the accountability that God will hold you to.  

 

The key to each of these steps toward maturity is humility-- “to not think of 

[ourselves] more highly than we ought to think, but to think so as to have 

sound judgment” (Rom 12:3). This is the humility by which our “progress 

will be evident to all” (1Tim 4:15). So “let him who thinks he stands take 

heed lest he fall” (1Cor 10:12). Peter fell. And it was bitter. [vs. 75]  

 



The question is, what will we do with our bitter sorrow and regret when we 

sin? What will we do with the guilt of our sin? In 2 Cor 7, Paul describes two 

ways to respond to the guilt of sin which will help us understand the 

contrast between Peter and Judas. What I want you to see is that there is a 

brokenness that leads to the healing power of God’s grace in our lives.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:9: “I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but 

that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were 

made sorrowful according to the will of God, in order that you might not 

suffer loss in anything through us...” (2Cor 7:9). 

 

Paul is saying, ‘I don’t feel happy because you feel bad, but I’m 

really happy that in you’re feeling bad you turned to God and did 

the right thing.’ 

 

2 Cor 7:10: “For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a 

repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the 

world produces death” (2Cor 7:10). 

 

There are two kinds of sorrow. And it’s important that we don’t confuse the 

two. One way to think about it is that worldly sorrow and godly sorrow have 

a different point of reference. Worldly sorrow is a response to the guilt and 

consequences of our sin, whereas godly sorrow is a response to God Himself 

as our point of reference. Let’s take a closer look.  

 

A. There is a sorrow of the world that leads to death (remorse):  

2Cor 7:10b  

 

 
6 Note: correct translation is “felt remorse” not “repented himself.” Matthew uses 

the term metamelomai (regret or sorrow), not metanoeo (genuine change of heart 

and mind). See MacArthur, pg. 226 for discussion.  

7 “Cursed is he who accepts a bribe to strike down innocent blood.” 

This kind of sorrow is a deep and painful regret that does not result in 

genuine repentance. This is what we call remorse, a deep emotional regret 

that falls short of true reconciliation with God. 

 

This is the person who really feels the weight of their guilt. But they attempt 

to deal with their guilt on their own terms instead of turning to God in true 

repentance. The problem with remorse is that you can get stuck in painful 

cycles of guilt management rather than experiencing the true freedom of 

surrendering to God.  

 

It is this deadly sorrow of the world that we see in Judas. [Mt 27:3-5] 

 

Notice 4 things about Judas’ response as he desperately tried to rid himself 

of his haunting guilt with worldly sorrow.  

� Judas responds with deep emotion: “He felt remorse” 6 (vs. 3) 

� Judas takes action by returning the money (vs. 3, 5). He spitefully 

throws it into the inner sanctuary (naos) where only the priests 

could enter. Note that where there is sinful anger there is not 

surrender to God. And where there is a demand for control, 

repentance is still lacking.  

� Judas confesses his wrongdoing: “I have sinned by betraying 

innocent blood” (vs. 4; cf. Dt 27:25).7 

� Judas takes his life into his own hands (vs. 5; cf. Dt 21:23).8  

 

Judas would rather die than bear his guilt. But here’s the problem. Even 

though Judas had a deep emotional response, took action to return the 

money, and even confessed his wrongdoing to men, he never turned to God 

with his guilt in a spirit of surrender. If he had, it would have stopped the 

desperate, downward spiral to death.9 But he didn’t. He tried to deal with 

8 Cursed is the one who is hanged on a tree. This is the curse Jesus took for us, but 

Judas kept it for himself.  
9 I am not speaking here generally about suicide. I am only speaking about Judas.  



his guilt himself. He took matters into his own hands. He failed to surrender 

on God’s terms and forfeited God’s grace that alone could conquer his guilt.   

 

Judas is the kind of person we read about in Hebrews 6 & 10 which warns 

us that it is possible for a person to come to a knowledge of the truth, to 

fully understand and grasp the reality of the truth of the gospel (of who 

Jesus is and what He has done), and even see the power of God at work 

among God’s people, and yet willfully reject God’s grace. “For if we go on 

sinning willfully after receiving a knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice 

for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment…” (Heb 10:26; see also 6:4-6; 10:26-31).  

 

Don’t miss the warning: You can be extremely close to the kingdom and yet 

not enter in. Like Judas you can have every appearance as a Christian on the 

outside, yet if your heart as not been truly surrendered to Jesus as Lord, you 

are still managing your own guilt.  

 

As we see in Judas, feeling sorry for what you’ve done—or even acting on 

those feelings and admitting your guilt—can fall short of true repentance. 

This is because guilt is not just a feeling. Guilt is a legal status before God for 

wrongdoing and needs to be settled with God. You will never be free of 

guilty feelings until you move from worldly sorrow to godly sorrow. You 

need to change your point of reference. Worldly sorrow is about responding 

to your feelings of guilt and the consequences of your sin. But godly sorrow 

means responding to Jesus Himself as your point of reference. And this can 

only take place from a heart of brokenness that surrenders to God on His 

terms.  

 

Beloved, we need a brokenness that heals. This brings us to the good news 

of  2 Cor 7:10. 

 

B. There is a sorrow according to the will of God that produces 

repentance without regret and leads to salvation (repentance): 

2Cor 7:10a   

 

This is the kind of sorrow that we see in Peter. The interesting thing is that 

we are never told verbatim that Peter repented. Yet we see the evidence of 

it in his life. Remember, repentance isn’t something you say. It‘s something 

you show as a result of a changed heart (see Mt 3:8). Peter’s sorrow 

produced a brokenness in his life that changed the way he viewed himself.  

 

We never hear of Peter again in Matthew after he weeps bitterly, but the 

other gospel writers provide the rest of the story—a story of tremendous 

hope! In Mark 16:7 when the women discover the empty tomb, the angel 

says, “go tell His disciples, and Peter.” Jesus wanted to see Peter. He wasn’t 

through with him yet.  

 

But most encouraging is Jesus’ conversation with Peter in John 21 after the 

resurrection. [John 21:15-19] 

 

Notice several things: 

� Jesus uses Peter’s old name, “Simon, son of John.” When they first met, 

Jesus changed Peter’s name from Simon to Peter (Jn 1:42). So Jesus is 

referring to the ‘old Peter’ here.  

� Three times Peter had drifted off to sleep in Gethsemane. Three 

times Peter had denied Jesus. And now 3 x’s Jesus is giving Peter an 

opportunity to reaffirm his love for Jesus. 

� There is an interesting choice of words used for love. The first two 

times Jesus asks, “Peter, do you agape Me?” Agape is the highest 

love—selfless love, never-failing love, the love of choice. But Peter 

responds by saying, “Lord you know that I phileo You.” Phileo is 

friendship love. Finally, Jesus asks, “Peter, do you phileo Me?” Has 

Peter’s love for Jesus changed? No, Peter’s view of himself has 

changed. He’s been broken and knows that he can no longer trust 

his own estimation of himself.  

� Jesus reassures Peter that there will come a day when he will 

indeed follow Jesus to the death. [vs. 18-19] 

� Finally, there are those incredible words in verse 19: “Follow Me!” 

These were the very words that Jesus used when He first invited 



Peter to be a disciple (Matthew 4:19).  It’s as if Jesus is saying, 

“Peter, let’s start over!”  

 

What is John 21 about? Jesus is restoring Peter. In Peter’s bitter weeping 

there was true brokenness—not because he wept, but because his heart 

was changed (Mt 26:75). And in that brokenness, Peter turned to God with a 

repentant heart—a heart that would be forgiven, healed and restored.  

 

What good news! There is a way to deal with our failure that leads to 

transformation. There is a brokenness that heals when we turn to Jesus with 

a heart of surrender on His terms.  

 

If Peter could look back on his life experience with Jesus, what do you think he would leave 

us with today? Listen to Peter’s last written words to us:  

“Be diligent to be found in Him in peace, spotless and blameless…Be on your guard 

lest…you fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:14-18). 

 

As we come to the Lord’s table today, will you come on His terms? If you 

will you lay down your confidence in self, insubordination, self-sufficiency, 

and your independence, you will discover that the God you have been 

resisting is a God who forgives, heals, and restores.   

 

[Prayerful reflection – Great High Priest] 

 

 

[Communion] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

 

� Bread: The bread represents the life of Jesus which He offered up 

for us. Beloved, the value of His sacrifice is infinitely greater than 

the debt of any sin or failure that have committed. The payment of 

His life overwhelms any sin that is His grace is applied to.  

 

� Cup: Nothing represents the love of God more than the blood of 

Christ. Eph 2 says that “God, being rich in mercy, because of His 

great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 

transgressions, made us alive together with Christ” (2:4-5). 

 

So fully does His blood restore us to the Father, that throughout the 

ages of eternity God will heap on us, like the endless ocean waves, 

the surpassing riches of His grace in His never-ending kindness 

toward us (Eph 2:7).  


