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As we come to Mt 27, its been said that “to see Jesus suffer this way eliminates once for all 

the idea that following Him will assure a safe and pleasant life.”1 And yet, something 

powerfully draws us to Him.  

Scripture Reading [Matthew 27:11-32] 

 

It’s important to see this passage in light of what is happening at the 

beginning and the end of the text. Verse 11 opens with Pilate questioning 

Jesus, “are you the king of the Jews?” yet the passage ends with abuse and 

mockery of Jesus’ claim to kingship.   

 

Imagine for a moment that this was your first time ever reading through the 

Gospel of Matthew. Without knowing the rest of the story, you would 

probably be perplexed by the verses we just read. That is, you might have 

the same reaction as Pilate in vs. 14: “the governor was quite amazed.” 

When asked by Pilate if He was the King of the Jews, Jesus lays claim to the 

title, yet what kind of king is He (11)?  

 

What king refuses to defend his innocence when accused?  

What king has no visible crown or throne?  

What king has no earthly kingdom or army?  

What king is condemned to death by his own people?  

What king is scourged without resistance?  

What king is spat upon and mocked without retaliation?  

What king is beaten and sentenced to crucifixion without a justifiable 

charge?  

 

By the time you finish reading vs. 27-32 where the soldiers ridicule and 

abuse Jesus, all you can see of this self-acclaimed king is humiliation, 

weakness, and apparent defeat. If it had not been for His masterful teaching 

and astounding miracles, you would think him only a mere lunatic. So isn’t 

this perplexing? He is a man of wisdom and great power, yet uses none of 

his abilities to resist such vile treatment.  

 
1 Dr. John Hiigel, Partnering with the King, pg. 262.  

 

But as you continue reading the gospel story, you are about to discover that 

this is a King who conquers through death—not by merely bringing death to 

His enemies like most kings, but by submitting Himself to death by His enemies 

and for His enemies. What kind of King is this? This is a king who is not only a 

Sovereign but also a Suffering Servant, one who like a sacrificial lamb will 

take upon Himself the sins of the world. We must see Mt 27 in light of Isa 

53. [Isaiah 53] 

 

Yet Jesus is not only a Suffering Servant, He is also a Sovereign—a King. But 

this is a king whose kingdom is not of this world. In John 18 Jesus said to 

Pilate, “"My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, 

then My servants would be fighting, that I might not be delivered up to the 

Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm…" 

 

Indeed, as we continue to read the story of Jesus, we are astonished to 

discover that His death was followed by resurrection and then ascension 

into His heavenly, kingly realm where He is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, “far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every 

name…” (Eph 1:21). And then finally we reach Rev 19 where Jesus, returns 

to earth on a white horse with all the hosts of heaven’s armies to rule as 

King of kings and Lord of lords!  

 

So the silent, mocked, ridiculed, beaten, humiliated King of Mt 27 

establishes His sovereign, divine, eternal reign as the Sovereign of 

sovereigns, through the suffering and death of crucifixion and the victorious 

vindication of resurrection.  

 

Here’s what you must see: Jesus goes to the cross not because He is 

defeated, but rather to defeat every manner of evil, to conquer every last 

enemy because as the crucified, risen One He will be the judge of every man 

and by Him only one kingdom will endure. He goes to the cross to save 

everyone who bows to His reign. 

 



Yet we must see in Mt 27, not only the Suffering Servant who will become 

the Sovereign of sovereigns, we must also see the severity of sin in those 

whom He died to save. More bluntly, we need to see ourselves in Mt 27.  

 

Matt 27 is a showcase of the most beautiful diamond of Christ’s purity and 

innocence displayed against the dark backdrop of man’s depravity—a 

stunning contrast.   

  

As we take a closer look at both Christ’s innocence and man’s sin, keep in 

mind that Christ’s innocence is more that just the absence of sin. The 

diamond of Christ’s purity is the brilliance of God’s holiness displayed in 

human flesh.  

 

The Flawless Diamond of Christ’s Innocence  

 

The flawless innocence and purity of Jesus life is displayed in subtle yet 

stunning ways before Pilate. We see Jesus’ innocence in:  

� Vs. 11-14 where Pilate observes Jesus’ self-control in not reacting to 

His accusers. Why does Jesus not answer the false accusations?  

o Jesus is simply doing His Father’s will in quiet obedience. 

o Jesus does not answer a fool in His folly (Prov 26:4-5). Jesus does not cast 

His pearl before swine (Mt 7:6). He knows that it is pointless to argue 

with hardened hearts.  

o Jesus is taking man’s sin upon Himself. In His innocence, He withholds 

self-defense in order to shoulder man’s sin.  

� Vs. 18: Pilate could see that Jesus had been handed over not 

because of a legitimate crime, but because of the Sanhedrin’s envy 

of Jesus.  

� Vs. 19: Pilate was warned through his wife’s dream that Jesus was a 

“righteous man.”  

� Vs. 23: After Pilate questioned Jesus and the people demanded His 

crucifixion, Pilate’s asks, “why, what evil has He done?” His very 

question testifies to Jesus’ innocence—a question that was never 

answered.   

� Vs. 24: Pilate’s attempt to wash his hands of Jesus’ death also 

testified to His innocence.  

� Finally, even when Jesus was tortured and mocked by Roman 

soldiers (vs. 27-32), He could not be provoked to respond sinfully. 

Pilate could find no fault in Jesus. Twice in John 19 Pilate says, “I find no 

guilt in Him.” (Jn 19:4, 6). Even under the most horrible conditions, Jesus 

would not sin.  

 

The Dark Backdrop of Man’s Depravity  

 

Now let’s hold up this stunning diamond of Jesus’ innocence against the 

dark contrast of man’s depravity. There is no greater display of the gravity 

of mans’ sin than in the sufferings of Christ. Let me give you 4 examples of 

the gravity of man’s sinful heart: 

 

1. Pilate – He understands that Jesus is innocent. He sees through the 

Sanhedrin’s envy and uses Barabbas in an attempt to bargain the 

crowd.  And even though he tried to wash his hands of the matter, 

in the end he sacrificed justice to pacify the Jews whom he hates.  

 

Why? Does Pilate really care about Jesus? No. Pilate is only 

concerned about himself and his political career. We know 

historically that Pilate is already on thin ice with his superiors, and 

he knows that if the Jews revolt, his career is over. Pilate is only 

thinking about himself. He’d rather have an innocent man die at the 

hands of injustice than to threaten his own political career. That’s 

what sin will do in the heart of man.  

 

You say, “Yah, but that’s Pilate. I’m not like him.” How often do we 

trade innocence for self-interest or convenience? Every time we sin, 

we trade what is pure and right for convenience or self-interest. 

Lest I need to bring Mt 27 into the 21st century, trading innocence 

for selfish interest is the only explanation for 62 million lives that 

have been snuffed out before they were out of the womb. I believe 

that Jesus identifies with every one of those little ones because He 

too was traded, innocence for self-interest. If you are suffering the 

horrible impact of an abortion, Jesus died for you. He was traded, 

the Innocent for the guilty, so that the guilty could be forgiven, 

healed and restored. To all of us, we sin in different ways, but we 

don’t sin in better ways. Exchanging God’s good gifts for selfish gain 

is what’s in the heart of man.  



 

2. Barabbas - Imprisoned for insurrection, robbery and murder, not 

only was Barabbas’s heart ravished by sin, but those who were 

jealous of Jesus would rather set this dangerous criminal free in 

exchange for an innocent man. “Woe to those who call evil good, 

and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for 

darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.” (Isa 

5:20) This is what is in the heart of man.  

 

3. Religious Leaders – They dismissed justice and trampled on the fear 

of God with murderous hearts of jealousy by manipulating those in 

authority and manipulating the people they led in order to get their 

way. That’s what sin does to a human heart driven by self-serving 

envy—it manipulates for selfish gain.  

 

4. Roman Soldiers – Trained as experts in torture, they were calloused 

enough not only to kill but also to enjoy the torture they inflicted on 

their victims. They made a game of abusing Jesus like an animal that 

plays with its prey before devouring it. That’s what a heart calloused by 

sin is capable of.  

 

When we hold up the diamond of Christ’s righteousness against this 

backdrop of man’s wretchedness, it begs a question: Why should the sinless 

Sovereign suffer and die for enemy rebels? Why should the King dress 

Himself in the garments of a Suffering Servant? There is only one answer: 

Behind the cross stands the love of God!  

 

In the cross we see the best of God’s love and the worst of man’s sin.2 It’s 

important for us to reflect on Mt 27 because apart from seeing the gravity 

of our sin, we will not grasp the greatness of God’s love. “But God 

demonstrates His own love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8).  

� It’s because of the love of God that Jesus did not answer His 

accusers.  

� It’s because of the love of God that Jesus is traded for Barabbas. 

 
2 Martin De Hann. Booklet: “Why Did Christ Have to Die?” Pg. 18.  

� It’s because of the love of God that Jesus subjected Himself to 

mockery, humiliation, beating, and crucifixion.  

� It’s because of the love of God that Jesus’ innocence and purity was 

traded for our sinful self-interests.  

� It’s because of the love of God that Jesus endured the wrath of God 

for our sin so that we could enjoy the favor of God as His beloved 

children.  

 

The question before you is the same question Pilate faced: What will you do 

with Jesus—traded, crucified, risen, reigning and returning? What will you 

do with the best of God’s love?  
 

Let me conclude by giving you 4 promises. If you receive God’s love offered 

in the Kingly reign of Christ over your life, you can count on 4 promises.  
 

1. He will rescue you from the God’s wrath (1 John 4:10).  

*He stops the punishment. 

 

I John 4:10 – “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” That 

big word propitiation simply means that Jesus rescues you from 

God’s punishment by turning God’s wrath to favor by His sacrifice.  
 

2. He will redeem you from your sin (Ephesians 1:7).  

*He deals with the problem of our sin.  

 

Eph 1:10 – “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 

which He lavished on us.”  
 

3. He will justify you before God (Romans 5:9).  

*He changes your position before God.  

 

Justified means being declared righteous before God. It means our 

sins are no longer held against us because Jesus absorbed our 

punishment and satisfied God’s justice.  
 



Rom 5:9-10 – “Having been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 

from the wrath of God through Him.” 
 

4. He will reconcile you to God (Romans 5:10).  

*He establishes peace, making you pleasing in God’s sight.  

 

Rom 5:10 – “While we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 

through the death of His Son.”  
 

This reconciliation is so complete and intimate, that we are adopted 

as God’s children, heirs with Christ to enjoy the lavish blessing and 

favor of God’s love for all eternity (Rom 8:15; Eph 1:5).  


