
“God of All Comfort” 

2 Corinthians 1:1-11 

April 25, 2021 

 

Intro to 2 Corinthians: “Sufficient Grace for Every Trial” 

Acts 18 describes how Paul planted the church in Corinth amidst much 

opposition and he was soon to discover how difficult and painful it would be 

to keep the Corinthian believers ‘on course’ in the prosperous city known 

for its ‘progressive’ secular culture. It would not be easy for the Corinthians 

to adapt their lives to the way of the cross.  

 

After Paul moved on from Corinth, he heard reports that the church was not 

doing well and wrote the first of 4 letters (now lost) to the Corinthians to 

address their problems. Again, he received reports of division in the church 

and received a letter from the Corinthians asking for clarification on matters 

over which they disagreed. Paul then wrote a second letter (1 Corinthians) 

to address their many issues. Again, Paul received discouraging reports, this 

time of self-made, false apostles who were attacking Paul’s character and 

ministry. So Paul returned to Corinth for what he calls the “painful visit.” It 

did not end well, so Paul wrote a 3rd letter known as the “severe letter” in 

which he strongly rebuked them for rebelling against his authority and his 

gospel. This severe letter was met with repentance by the majority of the 

church. So, Paul wrote his 4th letter (2 Corinthians) to express his joy in their 

change of heart and to strengthen the faithful majority. Yet knowing there 

were still some lingering critics of his ministry, Paul further writes to defend 

his ministry as an apostle and confront any remaining false apostles.  

 

One of the primary themes of 2nd Corinthians is “the relationship of 

suffering and the power of the Spirit.”1 Paul’s critics had been slandering his 

ministry and undermining his authority by suggesting that certainly the 

many afflictions that Paul was suffering were evidence that he lacked the 

Spirit’s power and did not have God’s favor as a true apostle.  

 

But Paul defends his apostleship by helping the Corinthians to see that the 

true gospel is defined by the way of the cross. If Christ Himself suffered, 

 
1 ESV Study Bible, pg. 2219. 

then we too can expect tribulation in this world. The evidence that Paul is 

walking in the favor of God is not the lack of affliction in His life, but the 

comfort he receives from God who gives him the grace to persevere through 

every affliction.  

 

Paul was no stranger to suffering. He describes his ministry as a servant of God “in 

much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in 

imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, [and] in hunger…” (6:4-5). 

But Paul held on to Jesus’ words to him, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 

made perfect in weakness.” The power of Christ displayed through Paul’s human 

weakness was so precious to him that in the end he could say, “Most gladly, 

therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may 

dwell in me. Therefore, I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with 

distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, 

then I am strong” (12:9-10). 

 

Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 1:1-11 (title slide with pic) 

 

In 2 Corinthians 1:1-11, Paul introduces us to the fundamental principles of 

God’s comfort for the afflicted.  

 

1. All genuine, enduring comfort comes from God to His resounding 

praise (vs. 3).  

 

Paul begins in vs. 3 with resounding praise to God, not only for his abundant 

mercies but as the very source of all comfort. [vs. 3] We seek comfort 

through a lot of things in this life—ice cream, entertainment, positive 

thinking, people. But every form of earthly comfort is shallow and fleeting. 

This is why we get fat—ice cream only comforts for a fleeting moment. This is why 

entertainment is such a lucrative business—because it never truly satisfies. People can be 

great encouragers to us, but only if their encouragement ultimately points 

us to God. He is the only one who can give us comfort that is tethered to 

something greater and more enduring than life in this fallen world. True 

hope that comforts is tethered to God Himself and His promise that every 

affliction, trial, and suffering in this life, He will turn to serve a good purpose 

in the end (Rom 8:28).   

 



Illus: Levi and I have been listening to an audio book together in which the characters were 

caught in a storm at sea so severe they had to tie themselves to the mast of the ship to not 

be thrown or washed overboard by the icy cold waves. When a storm that severe comes 

upon you, nothing on board the ship (nothing on earth) will comfort you. You need an anchor 

that extends beyond the stormy waters at the surface to hold you fast. Our hope is ultimately 

anchored, not in this life, but in eternity and in God Himself who is unthreatened by the 

storm.  

 

2. Affliction is not foreign to life in Christ (4a).  

 

The word affliction in 2 Cor 1 can refer to both outward circumstances and 

the internal duress of mental, emotional, or spiritual strain.2 As I said last 

week, suffering is not foreign to a Spirit-filled life. This is precisely Paul’s 

argument in 2 Corinthians. Vs. 4 goes on to say that the God of all comfort 

“comforts us in all our affliction.” There is no affliction in life in which God 

cannot or will not comfort those who trust Him. And according to Jesus, 

there will be affliction in this world for those who follow Him. Jesus said, “in 

the world you will have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the 

world” (Jn 16:33).  

Paul neither welcomed suffering nor resisted suffering. Rather, He 

embraced Jesus in the suffering. So the Christian’s response to suffering or 

affliction is to neither seek it nor resist it, but to embrace God’s sovereign 

purposes in it. For example, God uses affliction to strengthen and mature 

our faith (James 1-2-4), to purify our lives and glorify God (1Pet 1:6-7), to 

build our character (Rom 5:3-4), to ween us from self-trust and self-

absorption to train us to hope in God (2Cor 1:9). Here in vs 4 we see that 

God uses affliction bring us into the experience of His mercy and comfort. If 

God is sovereign over all things and He comforts us in all our affliction, we 

might say that all affliction is meant for God’s comfort. In other words, 

suffering is meant to drive us to God to experience the depth of His grace.   

3. No affliction is ever greater than God’s ability to comfort. (4a, 5) 

 

This is important for us to affirm because we often feel overwhelmed by 

affliction. The reason we can say that no affliction is greater than God’s 

 
2 Scott Hafemann, NIV Application Commentary: 2 Corinthians, pg. 62. 
3 David Garland, The New American Commentary: 2nd Corinthians, pg. 65. 

ability to comfort is because vs. 4 says, He “comforts us in all our affliction.” 

Remember that God, in His very nature is the source of all comfort. And He 

has made His comfort accessible to us through His Son who is always 

everywhere-present. This means that comfort always stands before us (in 

Christ), and those who trust Him receive. No affliction is every greater than 

God’s ability to comfort because our comfort is not subject to this flawed 

and fleeting world. Our comfort is tethered to the eternal promise of 

flawless, eternal life. 

Paul again affirms this reality in vs. 5: “For just as the sufferings of Christ are 

ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.” The 

word abundance here literally carries the idea of overflow. Paul is well 

aware that “ministering in this present evil age brings a surplus of suffering 

that becomes almost unbearable.”3 But he has also discovered the overflow 

of God’s comfort to sustain and strengthen Him for each storm of testing.   

4. The purpose for which God comforts us is to posture us to comfort 

others (4).  

 

[vs. 4] You might underline the phrase “so that” in vs. 4. It indicates 

purpose. One of the purposes for which God comforts us is to strengthen or 

comfort others through the grace they see worked out in our lives. David 

Garland said it this way: “God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, 

but to make us comforters.”4 And by the way, this is true of perhaps every 

blessing and grace that God gives us. Rarely, if ever, does He intend for us to 

keep the benefits of His mercies solely to ourselves.  

 

And in fact, Paul extends this principle even to the affliction in vs. 6, 

affliction that God entrusts to us to steward. Do you think of affliction as entrusted 

to you to steward? For example, if the transmission goes out on my car, that is a 

circumstance that God has entrusted to me. And I become a good steward of that ‘trouble’ 

when I trust God to provide, discipline myself not to complain, and praise God for His supply. 

When I suffer as a Christian because of my witness or because of my convictions, God has 

entrusted me with that hardship to steward His grace and truth in my interactions with 

people.  

4 David Garland, The New American Commentary: 2nd Corinthians, pg. 64. 



In vs. 6 Paul says, “If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation…” 

How is this? Paul suffered affliction in bringing the gospel to the Corinthians 

so that they could believe in the ultimate hope of Christ’s afflictions on their 

behalf and be saved! He goes on to say, “if we are comforted, it is for your 

comfort.” The Corinthians will learn to walk in the sustaining comfort of 

God’s grace in part by the example of God’s grace working through Paul’s 

afflictions. When we see another believer walk through deep suffering yet 

trusting God and experiencing His grace with a tender heart, does that not 

strengthen and comfort us too?  

 

5. God’s comfort is experienced as we patiently endure the affliction 

by faith (6c). 

 

Vs. 6 concludes by saying, “your comfort…is effective in the patient enduring 

of the same sufferings which we also suffer.” The word comfort does not 

mean escape as we so often use it today. When the Bible speaks of comfort, 

it envisions something far more robust than mere emotional relief. God’s 

promise of comfort is not a promise for a trouble-free life. Rather it is a call 

to courageous faith that perseveres and endures in the face of adversity, 

and stress, and grief because our hope is anchored to our eternal God 

whose character is unshakable. One man said, “the word ‘comfort’ ‘has 

gone soft’ in modern English.”5 We have lost sight of the fact that godly 

comfort is not meant to make life easy but to make us strong, equipped to 

endure with perseverance.  

 

This becomes especially clear in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 where we see the effect 

of God’s courage-producing, perseverance-sustaining comfort. Paul says, 

“we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 

despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.”  

 

In other words, though they were afflicted in every way, God’s comfort kept 

them from being utterly crushed. Though they were perplexed, God’s 

comfort prevented despair. Though they were persecuted, they knew they 

were not forsaken because of God’s comfort. Though they were struck 

 
5 N. Watson quoted by David Garland, “The New American Commentary: 2nd 

Corinthians, pg. 60. 

down, the comfort of God’s intervening grace kept them from utter 

destruction. God’s comfort sustains hope and enables perseverance.  

 

There are two ways in which God may answer our prayers for deliverance. 

First, He may either deliver us out of our circumstances, by changing the 

situation—such divine intervention will surely strengthen our faith.  Second, 

He may deliver us through them. That is, He may give us the grace and 

strength to endure the trial as He walks with us. This is where God’s comfort 

is experienced, in the patient enduring of our affliction by faith. This not 

only strengthens our faith, but also our character, as well as purging our 

lives of self and deepening our experience of the walking in the mercies of 

God. Sometimes God calls us to a road of perseverance so that He can do 

more in our lives than immediate deliverance would accomplish.  

 

6. Experiencing God’s comfort in affliction confirms that our hope in 

the gospel is firmly anchored (7).  

 

[vs. 7] Our tendency is to apply 2 Corinthians 1 pretty broadly to most any 

kind of trouble in life. And while there are certainly truths and principles 

here that are transferable to all of life, it’s important to realize that for Paul, 

as an apostle, his sufferings were directly linked to His representation of 

Jesus and His gospel. Paul has suffered much for Christ. The Corinthians not 

so much. Their greatest disadvantages included their wealth and inclination 

to modern ideas. Problems abounded in the Corinthian church (as we know 

from 1 Corinthians) because they had not yet learned to live 

counterculturally, and thus their faith had not yet resulted in significant 

social or moral realignment. While this is beginning to change by the time 

Paul writes 2 Corinthians, he reminds them here in vs. 7 that any affliction 

they experience for the sake of Christ and the comfort of God that enables 

them to endure it, confirms that the hope of the gospel has indeed taken 

root in their lives.  

7. God uses affliction to displace trust in ourselves with trust in God 

who comforts us with the promise of resurrection life (8-10).  

 



Paul turns to a personal example now of God’s purpose for affliction in our 

lives. [8-10] We don’t know the precise situation Paul is referring to here—

He had many near-death experiences, but He uses 4 phrases to describe the 

overwhelming nature of his situation:  

� “burdened excessively” (beyond measure) 

� “beyond our strength” 

� “we despaired even of life” 

� “we had the sentence of death within ourselves”  

The basic idea here is that “Paul’s suffering was so severe that he saw no 

way out but death.”6 As one commentator said, “It was beyond his strength 

to endure but not beyond God’s grace to fortify him or God’s power to 

deliver him.”7 

 

What was the purpose of such a severe trial? Vs. 9: “so that we would not 

trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead.” God uses affliction to erase 

man’s faulty idea that humanity is the epicenter of the universe and He comforts the afflicted 

who trust in Him to restore His rightful place of worship as the Almighty. God put Paul in 

such a trial, that Paul knew the only way to come out alive was by the hand 

of God and no strength of his own. God did deliver him. But what was Paul’s 

heart anchored to in the midst of the dark trial? God raises the dead! 

Christians will not come out of every trial alive. Paul eventually faced an 

affliction that cost his life. But the hope and ultimate comfort of every 

Christian is that even if I don’t come out of this alive, God raises the dead!  

 

Its this kind of robust hope that empowers believers to risk anything in this 

life for the sake of the gospel. Don’t assume that the comfort of God will 

lead you to suffer less in this life, but rather that it may strengthen your 

willingness to suffer more for Christ. In his book Future Grace, John Piper 

writes, “When you know that your future is in the hands of an all-powerful, 

all-knowing, all -wise God who promises to work all things for your good, 

you are free to take any risk that love demands—no matter what the cost.”8  

 

 
6 Scott Hafemann, NIV Application Commentary: 2 Corinthians, pg. 64. 
7 David Garland, The New American Commentary: 2nd Corinthians, pg. 78. 
8 John Piper, Future Grace: The Purifying Power of living by Faith in Future Grace, Pg. 

341-342.  

May we not waste the afflictions in life that God intends to ween us from 

trusting in ourselves so that we can rely on the unshakable hope of God 

Himself who raises the dead.  

 

8. God brings deliverance through the prayers of believers for the 

purpose of multiplied praise (vs. 10c-11).  

 

Paul concludes by calling the Corinthians to join him in praying for God’s 

deliverance, precisely so that they could share in the thanksgiving that God 

deserves for His intervening grace. [10c-11] Notice here that God’s 

deliverance in the past (when Paul despaired even of life), strengthens his 

faith in God’s deliverance in the future which in turn provides comfort in his 

present circumstances. And intercessory prayer is the means that God so 

often ordains to use as the means of His deliverance. Why? Because, 

through prayer we set our eyes on God from whom our comfort comes and 

to whom the glory belongs.  

 

Summary: When we trust in the God of all comfort, He turns the adversity 

of affliction into a servant of grace for ourselves and others by delivering 

us from trusting in ourselves to glorify God who raises the dead.  

 

Heidelberg Confession (1563):  

 What is your only comfort in life and death? 
 

That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life 

and in death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid 

for all my sins with His precious blood, and has set me free from all 

the power of the devil. He also preserves me in such a way that 

without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my 

head; indeed, all things must work together for my salvation. 

Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life and 

makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for Him 

(Heidelberg Confession, 1563).9 

9 I Cor. 6:19, 20; Rom. 14:7-9; I Cor. 3:23; Tit. 2:14; I Pet. 1:18, 19; I John 1:7; 2:2; 

John 8:34-36; Heb. 2:14, 15; I John 3:8; John 6:39, 40; 10:27-30; II Thess. 3:3; I Pet. 

1:5; Matt. 10:29-31; Luke 21:16-18; Rom. 8:28; Rom. 8:15, 16; II Cor. 1:21, 22; 5:5; 

Eph. 1:13, 14; Rom. 8:14. 


