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Little is more revealing about a person than where his allegiance lies. One of 

my favorite kings to read about in 2 Chronicles is King Jehoshaphat. From 

him we learn that any season of a man’s life is defined by his loyalties. Jeh 

was a king who brought revival to the land of Judah. He tore down the 

idolatrous high places and sent out the Levites to teach the law of God in 

every city. Early in his reign, he was faced with war by opposing allied 

nations. Jeh was afraid so he turned to seek the Lord with that famous 

prayer, “we are powerless and we don’t know what to do but our eyes are 

on you.” The Lord responded by saying, “do not fear…for the battle is not 

yours but God’s! So Jeh with renewed faith sent the worshipers out ahead 

of the army and when they began singing God utterly defeated their 

enemies before they even reached the battle line. Jeh’s victory was the 

result of his resolved to be allied to no one but the Lord his God.  

 

Yet in his latter years, his life took a remarkable turn when Jeh’s allegiance 

to God faltered, and he allied himself Israel’s king Ahaziah. Tragically, we are 

told that because Jeh allied himself to someone who did not give allegiance 

to Yahweh, Jeh forfeited God’s blessing and protection and the work of his 

hands was reduced to rubble.  

 

What we are going to discover in 2 Cor 6 is that the alliances we make with 

people reveal the genuineness of our allegiance to God. Like Jeh, we cannot 

expect to experience the blessings of God’s faithfulness when we unite 

ourselves with someone who does not give allegiance to God.              

 

Because believers are called to uncompromising holiness as the temple of 

the living God, we must not be yoked (bound) to unbelievers but rather 

cleanse our lives of all that defiles God’s presence.  

 

Verse 14 begins with a direct, principled command: “Do not be bound 

together with unbelievers.” Before we go any further, let’s define a couple 

things. What does Paul mean by “bound” and who is he referring to as 

“unbelievers”?  

First, the word we translate as bound literally means yoked together. Paul is 

using a farming image drawn from Deuteronomy 22:10 which says, “you 

shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together” (cf. Lev 19:19). The yoke 

was a piece of wood that laid over the necks of two animals. The animals 

were harnessed to the yoke so that they could pull in tandem on a plow or 

wagon. The two animals were bound together by the yoke.  

 

Just as an ox and a donkey would be unequally yoked, so Paul calls believers 

to not be unequally yoked to unbelievers. Why would they be unequally 

yoked? Because a Christian’s values, ethics, worldview, and allegiance to 

God are defined by God’s word whereas an unbeliever’s are defined by the 

secular, humanistic, values of the world.  

 

The unequal yoke between a believer and an unbeliever looks like this:  

 

 

 

So in what ways might a believer and an unbeliever be yoked or bound 

together? This command could be applied to marriage, certain kinds of 

business partnerships, formal covenants, or any kind of relationship of deep 

mutual identity or loyalty including church membership. What Paul is 

warning believers of is entering into the kinds of relationships with 

unbelievers that could forfeit the believer’s freedom to exercise their 

conscience regarding values, ethics, and worldview that could potentially 

lead to compromising their loyalty to God. The principle: Don’t create an 

alliance with an unbeliever that could compromise your allegiance to God.  

 

Paul is not calling us to disassociate from all unbelievers. That would not 

only impossible but would make our mission of reaching people for Christ 

impossible. Paul is not suggesting that we should never do business with an 

unbeliever. Some contracts put no potential constraints on our conscience 

while others might. For example, contracting someone to plow your snow is 

much different than joint ownership in a business where decisions require 

both party’s consent and could lead to compromise on behalf of the 

Christian because of incompatible values, ethics, and worldviews.  



 

So, applying Paul’s command requires some level of discernment in the area 

of business. But there are no exceptions when it comes to marriage because 

when a believer marries an unbeliever, there is no way to avoid either 

struggle or compromise. You may come up with a dozen other ways that 

you think you are compatible, but if you are a true believer and the other 

person is truly not a follower of Christ, then you are incompatible at the 

deepest level. And the very act of marriage is a compromise of your 

allegiance to Christ. By the way, its important for me to point out that you 

become romantically bound to another person long before marriage. This is 

why it’s so important that you guard your heart from the very beginning. 

Paul clearly taught in 1 Cor 7 that believers are to marry only in the Lord, 

that is to another believer. (I Cor 7 also makes is clear that if you are already 

in an unequally yoked marriage you are to remain married if the unbeliever 

is willing to remain). 

 

So Paul’s command to not be unequally yoked has many applications. The 

particular application in 2 Cor 6 had to do with being bound to church 

leaders who were spiritual imposters. If you remember from last week, Paul 

had just urged the Corinthians, in turning from the false apostles in Corinth 

to once again open their hearts wide to Paul and the gospel he preached. 

And now Paul warns them from being yoked to those who would have 

called themselves Christians yet whose lives and message were contrary to 

the true gospel. This is precisely why we need to define the term 

“unbeliever” from several angles. An unbeliever refers to a person who: 

� Consciously rejects Christ as Savior and Lord. 

� Does not know and love Christ in personal way as Savior and Lord. 

� May profess Christ (and think of himself as a Christian) but doesn’t 

follow Christ as Lord.  

� May identify as a Christian culturally but whose values and loyalties 

are opposed to Christ.  

� Is not born again and consequently does not bear the fruit of 

rebirth.  

Why do I belabor the point? Because when you are tempted to enter into an 

unequally yoked relationship (especially romantically), the first thing you 

will do is try to broaden the term, Christian. But as we see here in the 

context of 2 Corinthians 6, a person’s profession of Christ can only be 

substantiated by their obedience and allegiance to Christ.  

 

Paul now lays out 3 reasons as to why a believer must not be bound or 

yoked to an unbeliever:  

 

1. We must not be yoked with unbelievers because our incompatible 

values and loyalties will result in compromise (2Cor 6:14-16a). 

 

[vs 14-6a] Paul asks these five rhetorical questions to highlight the opposite 

purposes and characteristics of believers and unbelievers. What 

partnership, what cooperation or mutual benefit can righteousness and 

lawlessness attain? They can’t. They strive in opposition to one another. A 

believer strives toward the righteousness of pleasing and obeying God while 

the unbeliever, still unreconciled to God, strives to please self.  

 

What fellowship have light and darkness? They don’t mix. If fact, you have 

to leave the light in order to walk in darkness. What harmony have Christ 

and Belial? Belial is a term that refers to Satan. It literally means “worthless 

one.” When this term is used to describe people in the OT, it describes 

rebellious people with rotten character. Just as there can be no harmony 

between Christ, the Son of perfect obedience, and Satan the arch rebel of 

God, so a believer and unbeliever cannot be yoked together in harmony. 

There is no common ground. One Belongs to the kingdom of light and the 

other to kingdom of darkness. One bows to Jesus as Lord and the other is 

dominated by the prince of darkness. One selflessly serves God, the other 

serves self as god.  

 

Finally, Paul asks, “what agreement has the temple of God with idols?” Idols 

are an abomination to the Lord (Dt. 27:15) and to bring an idol into the 

temple which was set apart as holy to the Lord was to desecrate the place 

of God’s presence and reject the living God for worthless idols. You can’t 

have both! To give allegiance to an idol is to forsake allegiance to God. And 

to bind yourself in allegiance to an unbeliever is to reject God’s supreme 

authority. The point of these rhetorical questions is that to choose one is to 

choose against the other (light and darkness; Christ and unbeliever).  

 



 Paul anchors this argument with an incredible truth-statement in vs. 16: 

“For we are the temple of the living God!” Not merely the building, but 

literally the sanctuary (naos). The believer is the holy place in which the 

Spirit of God dwells. The presence of God is manifested no longer in the holy 

of holies, but in your life, believer. Beloved, we are to guard ourselves from 

sin and unholy alliances no less than the temple veil restricted sinful man 

from entering the holy of holies, much less to set up idols (cf. Manasseh, 2 

Kings 21).  

 

Earlier in 1Cor 3:16-17 Paul wrote, “do you not know that you are a temple 

of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?...the temple of God is holy 

and that is what you are.” Again in I Cor 6, “do you not know that your body 

is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you…and that you are not your own. 

For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God with your 

body” (19-20).  

 

2. We must not be yoked with unbelievers because God’s promises 

are better than the enticements of the world (2Cor 6:16b-18).  

 

Paul uses a series of OT quotes to demonstrate the great privilege, blessing, 

and responsibility we have as living temples inhabited by God’s presence. 

The first quote in vs. 16 comes from Lev 26:11-12, where the Lord says, “I 

will make My dwelling among you, and My soul will not reject you. I will also 

walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people. I am the Lord 

your God who brought you out of Egypt so that you would not be their 

slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke.”  

 

The living God Himself will be resident among them! What safety, what 

assurance, what protection, what confidence! God broke their yoke of 

slavery with those who served idols. Do you hear what Paul is saying? I 

broke your yoke of slavery! Don’t go back into a yoke with those who serve 

idols! Israel had God’s presence among them in the tabernacle. We have the 

presence of Spirit in our hearts. No enticement of earth could surpass the 

life-giving presence of God intimately residing in us. God is calling us to treat His 

sanctuary (this sanctuary) with reverence which results in God-honoring worship and witness 

[Ezek 37:27-28: “The nations will know that I am the Lord who sanctified Israel when my 

sanctuary (presence) is in their midst.” God’s presence is manifested where there is purity] 

 

Vs. 17: “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the 

Lord. “And do not touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you.” This is a 

quote from Isa 52:11 where Israel is delivered from their captivity in 

Babylon. Isaiah says, “Depart, depart, go out from there, touch nothing 

unclean; Go out of the mist of her, purity yourselves, you who carry the 

vessels of the Lord.” When Israel was taken into captivity, the Babylonians 

had taken all the gold vessels from the temple that had been set apart as 

holy. Now as Israel brings them back, they are to carry them like a surgeon 

who has just scrubbed for surgery. They are to touch nothing that would 

render them unclean. This is a picture of what our lives are to be. Set apart 

as holy unto the Lord. Scrubbed for surgery. Uncontaminated by sin. Set 

apart, distinct from this world by our purity.  

 

By the way, Isaiah goes on to speak of God’s Servant who would bring a true cleansing to all 

the nations (13-15); The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 who bore our sin!  

 

It’s not surprising then that Paul would next quote Ezekiel 20:34 (LXX): “And 

I will welcome you.” What’s interesting about Ezekiel 20 is that it serves as 

both a promise and a warning. God will bring them out of captivity, but on 

the way He will purge out those who are still rebellious. In other words, 

there is great hope for those who purify themselves and there are great 

consequences for those who don’t purity themselves.  

 

Finally, Paul quotes 2 Samuel 7:14: “I will be a Father to you and you shall be 

sons and daughters to me.” Notice the intimate language of adoption here 

(not just a king but a father). This was God’s covenant to David in which He 

promised to faithfully bring the rod of correction when David sinned. 

Beloved, a father not only loves and provides, but out of love provides 

discipline for his children.  

 

Now don’t miss the last phrase of vs. 18: “says the Lord Almighty” (cf. last 

phrase of 16). God is more than able to deliver on these promises of 

blessing and He is more than able to deliver on His promise of judgment to 

those who rebel against His holiness.  

 

Let’s not miss the forest for the trees. Each of these quotations “reinforce 

both in warning and in promise the call to give sole, undivided allegiance to 



God and His people” (Olley). And everyone of these quotes has to do with 

pure-hearted worship. What’s the connection between undivided allegiance 

and pure-hearted worship? They are one in the same!  

 

All of life is about worship—either God or something else. Idol-worship 

leads to ruin. Pure-hearted worship (serving God with a heart of obedience) 

results in God’s presence, embrace, and Fatherly care. The promises of God 

are better. Don’t be yoked to anyone who is not yoked to Him!  

 

3. We must not be yoked with unbelievers because our goal is to 

blossom holiness in the fear of the Lord (2Cor 7:1).  

 

[7:1] Paul concludes now with a positive vision of purity for our lives. We 

cleanse ourselves because our purpose is to reach the intended goal of 

practical holiness in our lives. The idea here is not perfection in the sense of 

no longer struggling with sin but reaching the destination God has given us 

of purity in our daily living. Just as the intended destination (goal) of a 

flower is to blossom; the blossom may not be perfect, but it has reached its 

intended purpose. So how do we blossom holiness? By walking in the fear of 

the Lord, which means fleeing idolatry and pursuing God’s presence. 

Holiness (undivided allegiance to God) is the positive aim and purpose of 

our life.   

 

As we prepare for the Lord’s supper, its essential to ask two questions: 1) 

“Am I pursuing a binding relationship that is opposed to my allegiance to 

Christ?” If you give your allegiance to one who is not yoked to Jesus, you 

shun Jesus and His blessing. You cannot be allied to both light and darkness. 

Choose this day whom you will serve. 2) What sin-pollution does your life 

need to be purified of? “Let us cleanse ourselves of all defilement of flesh 

and spirit (hands and heart; actions and attitudes).  

 

“Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But let a man 

examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he 

who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not 

judge the body rightly. For this reason many among you are weak and sick, 

and a number sleep. But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be 

judged. But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in order that 

we may not be condemned along with the world” (1Cor 11:27-32). 

 

Communion  

� Psalm 51:10-13 - “Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a 

steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Thy presence, 

And do not take Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of 

Thy salvation, And sustain me with a willing spirit. Then I will teach 

transgressors Thy ways, And sinners will be converted to Thee. 

 

� Psalm 32:1-5 – “How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 

Whose sin is covered! How blessed is the man to whom the LORD 

does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit! 

When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away Through my 

groaning all day long. For day and night Thy hand was heavy upon 

me; My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. 

I acknowledged my sin to Thee, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, 

"I will confess my transgressions to the LORD"; And Thou didst 

forgive the guilt of my sin.”  

 


