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In 2 Corinthians we find Paul in a battle for the Christians in Corinth.  Many were being swayed 

to a Gospel being peddled by false apostles which at times I will refer to as posers this message. 

Some were deep into the deception and actively speaking against Paul. His pedigree and 

authority challenged.  As Pastor Ty mentioned last week, these posers capitalized on the culture 

in Corinth, which says you pay for things of value and working hard should earn you things.  In 

this case, God’s favor.  If you were in good graces with the posers you were closer to God.  

Furthermore eloquent persuasive arguments were admired and God’s favor in your life would be 

seen through blessings of health, wealth and ease of life. For in their message, Jesus suffered so 

you wouldn’t have to.  This was not Paul’s message of walking with Christ nor the pure and 

simple Gospel he shared.  

 

Paul and the Gospel he preached were not going to work for the posers, so in true political type 

fashion they spread their message on one hand and attacked Paul on the other.  They sewed seeds 

of doubt about his heritage, ridiculed the way he spoke, and claimed all of Paul’s suffering 

proved God was not showing him favor. Discredit the opponent to elevate yourself. Confuse the 

masses then give them the answers they want to hear.  Eliminate the competition and then you 

rule.  Once you rule, do whatever it takes to stay in control. 

 

Paul is 500 miles away in Macedonia. He can’t just hop in the car and defend the Gospel at an 

assembly later that day or live stream to household.  What he can do is write a letter and try to 

protect his brothers and sisters in Christ from these wolves.  And at this point in the letter it is 

time to continue what he started in the first half of chapter 11.  He is going on the offensive. 

Time to expose these false teachers, wake the people from their deception and fight fire with fire.  

Paul is passionate and will continue to be in this letter right to the end.  I don’t know about you 

but Paul has me fired up, waking me to the potential deceptions in my life and once again being 

humbled through the purity and simplicity of the Gospel. 

 

So what do you think? Are you ready to dig in with me?  Alright, let’s go. 

 

Here is the big theme today. 

 

“Christians must recognize and call out false teachers (posers) who pervert the Gospel through 

their words and actions rooted in self-promotion and enslavement of their followers.” 

 

In vs 16-19 Paul continues to command the attention of those who read or hear this letter as he 

did in the first part of chapter 11 by referencing foolishness.  Being a fool meant something and 

would have certainly grabbed their attention.  Proverbs gives us some perspective on the idea of 

being a fool. 

 

Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, fools despise wisdom and 

instruction. 

 

Proverbs 29:9 If a wise man has an argument with a fool, the fool only rages and laughs and 

there is no quiet. 



This one is my favorite. 

 

Proverbs 18:6-7 A fool’s lips walk into a fight and his mouth invites a beating.  A fool’s 

mouth is his ruin and his lips are a snare to his soul.  

 

And fellas, as I was looking through Proverbs for words on foolishness all I could find were the 

words man, he and him.  Just sayin’.  But for the record, I don’t think you ladies are off the hook 

here. 

 

Paul is calling out their foolishness and admits that since you seem to like fools I guess I’m 

going to have to speak as a fool just to get your attention! 

 

You know what this reminds me of is a 10 year old kid planning to run away from home.   Let 

me paint the picture for you.  The parents have crazy unjust rules like keeping a clean room and 

taking a shower before bed, her brother and sister tease her and laugh when she mispronounces a 

word and her friend never has to clean her room or eat her vegetables.  Mom is trying to reason 

with her as she is putting 5 granola bars and 2 juice boxes in her backpack but it’s not working.  

Finally mom says, you know what I’m running away too!  I’m sick of doing all the laundry, 

cleaning toilets and making sure everybody has all they need and gets to where they need to go.  

I’m outta here!  And the girl stops in her tracks. 

 

Paul is saying if you like listening to fools then fine but with the disclaimer that this is NOT from 

the Lord.  It’s me trying to reach you. 

 

In vs 20 he starts unraveling the deception they have been drawn into.  With each point he 

reveals where they have been led and exposes classic signs of greed, power and pride at work.  

Let’s take a look 

 

1) Make slaves out of you. 

a. Christ gave His life to pay for all the sins you could never pay for. The law was 

meant to expose how far short we all come from being Holy.  We can’t work it 

off. The false teachers were layering on extras like being circumcised and other 

rules according to their version of the Gospel.  They were the gateway to God’s 

favor. You needed them because they had the keys. Jesus plus these things and 

you will have more of God’s favor. 

 

2) Devour you 

a. They expected to be taken care of.  Their grandiose speeches were opportunities 

to make money.  Remember you don’t give away something of value.  I can only 

imagine the methods they had to continue to draw money and resources out of 

their followers. 

 

3) Take advantage of you 

a. They ensnare their followers.  It’s the idea of getting their hooks into someone 

and not letting go.  They keep feeding you what they want you to hear and believe 

and these Christians were eating it up. 



4) Puts on airs 

a. This is the idea of arrogance, these false teachers had convinced their followers 

that they were exalted.  One commentator mentioned that they would skillfully 

lay out how since Jesus was exalted that they as apostles should also be exalted.  

This makes their followers as non Jews, second class citizens and leading back to 

this idea that they needed extra works to try to get closer to God. 

 

5) Strikes you in the face 

a. Friends this could literally mean striking their followers if they were to fall out of 

line or speak against these posers.  In Acts 23:1-2 we see Paul has experience with 

this behavior. “And looking intently at the council Paul said “Brothers, I have 

lived my life in all good conscience up to this day” and the high priest Ananias 

commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth.” 

 

There is a stark contract between the false apostles mission and Paul’ ministry. There is an table 

in your bulletins that lays out some of the differences we see in this chapter.  I need to keep 

moving but wanted you to have a quick reference to take with you today. 

Moving on to vs 21-22 we see Paul reluctantly addresses the doubt being spread about Paul’s 

heritage.  He wants to remove it as a stumbling block and move on to more important matters so  

he puts all 3 of their claims to bed with the simple answer So am I. Paul tackles this problem of 

putting stock into heritage in Philippians 3:3-7 as well. Let me read it for you. “For we are the 

circumcision who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Jesus Christ put no confidence in the 

flesh though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has 

reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more. (see the similar style to our passage), 

circumcised on the 8th day, of the people of Isreal, of the tribe of Benjamin, A Hebrew of 

Hebrews;  as to the law a Pharisee, as to zeal a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law blameless. BUT WHATEVER GAIN I HAD I COUNTED AS LOSS FOR THE 

SAKE OF CHRIST. 

 

The elevated status of heritage was part of the problem. 

 

Now I love the next question in vs 23. “Are they servants of Christ?”  (pause) 

 

Are they SERVANTS of Christ?  Well with a resounding “no” we know they are nothing like a 

servant of Christ.  I picture Paul hardly being able to contain himself as this point.  So to draw a 

line in the sand and make it perfectly clear, he moves into a boast where the subject seems to be 

about the tremendous amount of suffering he has gone through but the real subject ends up being 

the tremendous work of God in Paul and through him.  The lashes, the beatings with rods, 

shipwrecks, floods, thieves, attacks, betrayals, hunger and thirst. His constant anxiety over the 

hearts of believers in the churches. Paul’s suffering was intense at times constant beyond what 

we can understand.  Jesus had led him through all these things as a clear sign to Paul that he 

could not endure alone, to show how God works through weakness.  It was not as these false 

teachers claim that God wants to give you a life of ease in exchange for your money, allegiance 

to these self-centered false teachers or your works as a checkmark on a list.  Societal strength, 

positional status in a church and competition with smooth talking sermons put you first and the 

King of Kings down the list.  It is through weakness, submission and humility that God shows 



His strength in our lives.  Paul was living it! And he wanted no credit to his account for the 

suffering he endured.  And in vs 30 and 31 he wants it to be clear that “if I must boast, I will 

boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is 

blessed forever knows I am not lying”. 

 

Paul was not some professional athlete starting his post-game interview with “First of all I give 

all the Glory to God” and then proceeds to talk about how much work he and his teammates have 

put into get this win and how he had to push through the ankle injury and how it is worth all the 

attention to good nutrition for him to get his body ready to play.  No, Paul knows all his strength 

is from the Lord. 

 

Paul was a servant of Jesus Christ and he lived his mission of bringing the Gospel to wherever he 

went and shepherding the flock in any way he could.  He was an amazing example for us all. 

In vs 32-33, Paul’s reference to the time in Damascus where the government and Religious 

leaders were plotting to kill him rounds out our passage today. I think we can assume this was a 

big event in Paul’s Christian life.  Going from being one of the ones hunting down Christians to 

being hunted and having to be snuck out of the city through a window and lowered in a basket, 

stuck with him.  It was one more way Paul had to completely depend on God to extend his time 

on earth or not.  He had to depend on God. 

 

What a passage! 

 

There are many ways to apply this passage to our lives but for the time we have remaining today 

I’m going to stick to 3.  Let’s start by looking at 

 

1) Deception/Deceivers 

We know this world is filled with deception and it is likely a sin we have all dealt with at 

times.  It tends to go hand in hand with selfishness and pride.  But for right now we are 

looking at it from the side of being deceived. We should pray for the Lord to protect us 

from those who wish to deceive us.  We should also be on the lookout for deception.  

Here are some good questions to ask that I believe our passage brings out. 

Who are they ultimately looking to please?  Who ultimately receives the benefit? 

 

Deceivers are looking out for themselves.  They disguise their deception in things that 

may seem good or right or necessary but in the end the victim is fooled and the violator 

gets what they wanted.  The false teachers deceived by manipulating the Gospel to lead 

people astray and fill their need for greed, power and status.  A scammer on the phone 

will not stop until they feel they have gotten all they can from the victim.  A man may lie 

to a woman to get her affection with little regard to the impact it will have on her as long 

as his desires are met.  Deceivers are like a lion seeking to devour.  Paul was trying to get 

the people to wake up!  Look at what’s going on!  They are making slaves out of you, 

sucking your resources dry, they look down on you! Is this anything like the Jesus we 

have shared with you?  Flee from these wicked men. 

 

How about…How do they act when they are questioned? 

 



They will do what it takes to continue to stay in control.  They will double down on the 

deception, increase the pressure they lay on.  Or maybe sweet talk or get violent or cry 

or whatever they need to do to keep the upper hand. 

If you suspect you are being deceived do not stay passive.  Lean on your Christian 

brothers and sisters to help you discern the situation.  If you are reading a book or 

listening to sermons, watch out for being led down a road leading away from the pure 

and simple Gospel.  If you are in a relationship where you question how honest the 

person is with you. Be careful. Again seek counsel from people who you know will care 

for you spiritually and help you discern. 

 

2) Endurance 

 

As I hear Paul describe the suffering he had been through I think about the incredible 

amount of endurance he had to have.  The weaker he became the more the Lord showed 

Himself through Paul’s endurance. Paul didn’t just limp through his ministry.  He was a 

machine!  A Gospel sharing, church planting juggernaut fueled by the Holy Spirit 

through the will of the Father exalting the name of Jesus.  There are many many roads 

that would lead Paul away from 39 lashes and being beaten with rods but Paul did not 

choose those roads.  His road was “spread the Gospel, shepherd the flock” and the Lord 

will sustain him until his race is done.  He kept his eyes on the prize and the Lord blessed 

him with endurance. 

 

Yes endurance from the Lord is a blessing!  If most of us were choosing, endurance 

would not be at the top of the list.  Like on the game show Card Sharks if they didn’t like 

the card they had they would ask to “Change that Card”.  Why not endurance, because in 

order to endure is takes challenging things over long periods of time.  But ask those who 

have stayed close to the Lord as He helped them endure and you will hear about a love 

that is deep!  Paul’s love for Jesus and his flock was deep.  Endurance is a blessing, not a 

curse. 

 

3)  

 

This passage teaches us about the pull away from the pure and simple Gospel.  The 

foolishness of boasting in self, seeking the approval of man over God and what do you 

consider a blessing in your life. 

 

Clearly Paul knew the trap of boasting and how easy it can be to do.  How nauseating the 

banter of the false teachers would be to Paul and other Christians who held firm to the 

true Gospel.  How frustrating to see the boasting of these false apostles and how it fed the 

boasting of their followers. 

 

When God’s favor is measured by how easy life is for you it sets folks up to compare and 

keep score.  Pride is fueled and works based faith takes hold even to this day. 

 

Listen to me now.  Salvation is a gift from God through Jesus the Christ and cannot be 

earned! 



To be born again, you must understand you are a self-centered sinner in the presence of a 

Holy God and no amount of good works can make you Holy. 

 

There is only one way to the Father and that is through His son Jesus, who came to earth, 

lived a perfect life and willingly gave His life as a sacrifice for all! 

 

Place your faith in Jesus and not in yourself, asking Him to come into your heart and that 

you would belong to Him. 

 

Through Jesus you are no longer an enemy of God, you are a new creation, an adopted 

child of God the Father and welcomed into His Kingdom forever. 

 

There it is, the pure and simple Gospel. 

 

If this is not what you believe and have not reconciled with God in this way I pray for 

God to lead you to a desire to learn more about Jesus and be freed from the life of trying 

to be good enough.  A life of comparisons to other people as your measuring stick.  Or a 

life doubting God even exists.  I pray you start that path today. 

 

Let’s pray.   

 


