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Well, we’ve made it! Today we conclude our study of 2Corinthians, which I 

have entitled “Sufficient Grace for Every Trial.” Not only have we seen the 

sustaining power of God’s grace that has enabled Paul to persevere though 

all his trials and afflictions, the book as a whole also represents the 

sufficiency of God’s grace for a troubled church to be restored to God and to 

each other.  

 

As you will recall, some self-appointed false teachers had influenced the 

church with a triumphalist theology that suggested those who are in Christ 

should only experience strength, power, and victory while completely 

overlooking what it means to walk in the way of the cross or to identify with 

Christ’s sufferings. This along with their insistence on strict old-covenant 

legalism allowed them to gain control over the church and undermine Paul’s 

ministry which aligned with the sufferings of following Christ. As a result, 

the false teachers had “imported the values of [secular] Corinthian culture 

right into the church.”1 And Paul knew that if he did not do everything 

necessary to rescue the church from false teachers, the ministry of the 

gospel would be not only perverted but ruined in Corinth.  

 

As a brief summary, chapters 1-7 address the faithful believers as well as Paul’s 

opponents as he clarifies the nature and characteristics of ministry according to the 

new covenant in Christ (2:12-7:1). Chapters 8-9 address the implications for 

repentant believers while chapters 10-13 explain the tragic implications for those 

who refuse to repent.2  

 

Paul has taken up the role of a spiritual father who is fighting for the health 

of his spiritual family by insisting on purity and unity in the church. I grew up 

as the youngest of 6 children and I am so thankful that my family of origin 

has been characterized by mutual love and support, even into our adult 

years.  At one point, when my parents were transitioning off of the farm and 

out of their home of 80 years, there was disagreement among my siblings as 

 
1 Kent Hughes, 2 Corinthians: Power in Weakness (Preaching the Word Series), pg. 

231.  

to if and how that should go down. And I will never forget my father, at 80 

years old, taking a strong stand as the leader of our family and insisting that 

we would not take another single step or make another single decision until 

we stood together as a family. Regardless of any circumstances or decisions 

that needed to be made, my father insisted that what would not be 

sacrificed was the mutual love and unity among us. And that is precisely 

what Paul is doing for the Corinthian church. He is championing the health 

and unity of the body by standing against the impurity and divisiveness that 

threatened the church from thriving as a unified family of believers through 

the gospel.  

 

As we come to the final words of Paul’s letter, he optimistically calls the 

church to renewed affection whereby they will experience the blessing of 

God. If Paul’s entire letter was reduced down to a text message, vs. 11 

would be it. Paul gives 5 staccato exhortations (or bullets), each of which 

represent a theme in 2 Corinthians. But more importantly, together they 

represent a vision of deep genuine affection for the family of God.  

 

Let me summarize the purpose of these final verses this way in the context 

of 2Cor: We are called to genuine Christian affection as a display of the 

love and peace of God. Therefore, we must make every effort to live 

together in the reconciling and unifying power of the gospel.  

 

Vss. 11-14 provide 3 essential insights into the blessing of genuine Christian 

affection:   

 

1. We must pursue Christian affection as essential to experiencing 

the full blessing of God’s presence (2Cor 13:11).  

 

[vs. 11] Paul gives 5 pointed exhortations here followed by a promised 

result. What’s important to see is that all 5 exhortations together are meant 

to propel the church forward into healthy, loving relationships. Let me show 

you: 

 

2 Ibid.  



 “Rejoice!”  To rejoice is to practice or express our joy. Typically, 

when we hear this command, we think of rejoicing in the Lord—

expressing our gladness in all that He is to us, and all that He has 

given to us, and all that He has promised us through His 

unspeakable grace. That’s what it means to rejoice, and yet there is 

another aspect to rejoicing that we discover throughout 2Cor.  

 

Every time Paul uses the terms joy or rejoice in 2Cor, they are used 

in the close context of relationships with other believers. For 

example:  

 

1:24 – “We are workers with you for your joy.”  

 

2:3 – “And this is the very thing I wrote you, lest, when I 

came, I should have sorrow from those who ought to make 

me rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy would 

be the joy of you all.” 

 

7:4 – “Great is my confidence in you, great is my boasting 

on your behalf; I am filled with comfort. I am overflowing 

with joy in all our affliction.” 

 

All 5 uses of the word joy and all 5 uses of the word rejoice are 

intertwined with the relationship of God’s people to each other, 

which leads to this conclusion: Paul’s joy in Christ was intimately 

linked to God’s people. The gospel turns us from being self-centered 

to being other-centered, able to truly love, so that we experience 

the joy of God through His people as they too walk in the joy of 

God. Our enjoyment of God’s grace and goodness is magnified as we 

experience it together with God’s people.  

 

So they are not only to rejoice in the Lord, they are to rejoice in the 

Lord together and rejoice in the Lord in each other. The church 

gathered should result in mutual and multiplied joy in God through 

His people.  

 

 “Be made complete!” The best translation of this word in the 

context of 2Cor, as we saw back in vs. 9, is be restored (as in 

mending a garment or restoring city walls)! Paul’s plea is for the 

church to be fully reconciled to each other, as well as to him and to 

the Lord.  

 

 “Be comforted!” (ESV—“comfort one another”) This is where Paul 

began his letter in chapter 1, blessing “the God of all comfort, who 

comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort 

those who are in any affliction with the comfort with the comfort 

with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” So we are not only 

to seek God’s comfort. We are to comfort one another with our 

hope in God. And so Paul exhorts the believers to comfort one 

another rather than competing with each other.  

 

 “Be like-minded!” This is the opposite of how the church had been 

behaving in their selfishness and sin. In 12:20 Paul called them out 

for “strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, 

arrogance, and disturbances.” Paul is exhorting them to be 

agreeable rather than argumentative by getting their minds 

anchored back on the gospel and person of Jesus Christ. True unity 

results when we center our lives on Jesus and the Holy Spirit aligns 

our inner values and purposes with God’s.  

 

 “Live in peace!” This requires crucifying selfish ambition and relating 

to one another in love. Paul closely echoes the words of Jesus here 

in Mark 9:50: “Be at peace with one another.” Interestingly, the 

context of Mark 9 began with the disciples arguing about who was 

the greatest (9:34), much like the Corinthians who were absorbed 

with status and superiority. Living in peace with one another, will 

require the humility and selflessness of servanthood rather than 

domineering pride which has no place in the church where grace is 

the glue that binds us together with one another and with Jesus.  

 

When we hear each one of these 5 exhortations as the pursuit of healthy 

relationships, we come to one conclusion: It’s not ok for the church to be 

frayed or divided. It’s not ok for the church to be cold in its love for one 

another or competing with one another for prominence. We must make 

every effort keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Rom 12:18). If 



there is one thing we learn from the Corinthians, it’s that the Christian life is 

not merely an individual journey, nor are we to cluster into ‘camps’ around 

personal preferences. In the words of Rom 12, “If possible, as far as it 

depends on you, live at peace with all men” (Rom 12:18).  

 

Now notice the promised result of this kind of Christian affection where we 

rejoice in the Lord in and with each other, where we are restored to one 

another and comfort one another, where we live in like-minded peace with 

one another: “The God of love and peace will be with you” (11). 

 

Here’s the point: The presence of God is so often manifested through the 

genuine Christian affection that we experience among God’s people. That is, 

God pours out His love and peace into our hearts through our genuine 

fellowship together in the Holy Spirit. Or to put it another way, when we 

sacrifice healthy relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ, what 

we sacrifice is the full benefit of experiencing God’s love and peace through 

His people. We must pursue Christian affection as essential to experiencing 

the love and peace of God’s presence.  

 

2. We must express Christian affection as superseding all other 

categories by which the world discriminates (2Cor 13:12-13).  

 

[vs. 12-13] What’s up with the holy kiss? First, there is nothing romantic or 

erotic about this kiss—it is a holy kiss. In Paul’s day a kiss was given on the 

cheek, forehead, or hand of family members as a sign of deep affection.3 

But here Paul is commanding the church to express/display this kind of 

outward affection toward one another.  

 

Today we may hug, or shake hands (men, you can tell when a handshake is 

meant to express earnestness of heart). The means by which we express 

Christian affection, with or without words, is secondary to the call to love 

one another affectionately (to display true warmth) as brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  

 
3 Linda Belleville, 2 Corinthians (IVP New Testament Series), pg. 337.  
4 Quoted by Kent Hughes, 2 Corinthians: Power in Weakness (Preaching the Word 

Series), pg. 234.  

 

Christian love is more than mere feelings but not less than true 

affectionate. On the one hand, the NT calls us to act lovingly toward one 

another regardless of how we feel, but the NT ideal is that we act lovingly 

toward one another with the warmth of true affection.  

 

Let me point to an historical observation that may be helpful before we kiss 

this point good-bye. William Klassen makes this statement in the Anchor 

Bible Dictionary: “There is general agreement that the “holy kiss” had its 

origin in the…early church among the believers themselves….Nothing 

[similar] to it is found among any Greco-Roman societies…” Ethical teachers 

were “not noted for urging people to kiss.” Paul was certainly the first 

popular ethical teacher known to instruct members of a mixed social group 

to greet each other with a kiss.”4  

 

The point of this observation is that it seems Paul wanted the church to 

outwardly express the inner unity they possessed in Christ. The church is a 

society where agape love builds a new society in which there is neither male 

or female, Jew nor Greek, slave nor free” (Gal 3:28). Men and women (gender) 

still have God-given roles, but they do not minimize the equality of value that we 

see in each other as image-bearers of God who are redeemed by His grace. Where 

the world draws lines to discriminate, the church crosses lines to express 

mutual love, respect, support, and affection because of our oneness in 

Christ. The love and peace, the unity, of Christian fellowship should not be 

hindered or diminished by race, gender, nationality, economic status, or 

social class.  

 

In the culture of Paul’s day, a public kiss was typically reserved for the 

closest of relationships—family.5 And so it appears that Paul commanded 

this loving display of affection to demonstrate that regardless of 

background, we are all members of one family in Christ.  And so, in ways 

that are appropriate to our culture, we must demonstrate the warmth of 

5 Ibid.  



Christian affection that supersedes all categories by which the world 

discriminates.  

 

3. All true Christian affection is rooted in divine grace, love, and 

fellowship (2Cor 13:14).  

 

Paul concludes with this benediction, a prayer of blessing. [vs. 14]. Paul’s 

earnest desire is that what the church would experience together ongoingly 

was the grace of Jesus that flows from the cross, the love of our heavenly 

Father, and the intimate influence of the Holy Spirit—all of these working 

their way out in the warmth of Christian love in the family of God.  

 

Paul’s call to genuine Christian affection is not merely a nice sentiment. It 

can only be beneficial if we press into Christian community and intentionally 

pursue authentic and joyful relationships with fellow brothers and sisters in 

Christ. This is a great reason for you to join a Life Group or men’s or 

women’s bible study, meet regularly with someone to pray.  

 

Let me conclude with some practical suggestions for moving toward the 

warmth of Christian fellowship: 

 

1. Pray for God to create deeper relationships in your life that 

motivate you to grace and truth—walking in step with the Spirit.  

2. Move toward people—greet them.  

3. Take an interest in people’s lives—ask questions. Ask God to help 

you care about others.  

4. Be willing to be open—share your life with others.  

5. If you tend to be a ‘private person,’ ask the Holy Spirit to show you 

why. Not all of us should be an open book to the same degree. But 

as a general rule, the more we grow in grace, the more we 

strengthen our identity in Christ, the more open our hearts should 

become to other people. Why do we not move toward people?  

a. Temperament?  

b. Fear? (of man?) 

c. Pride?  

d. Task focused? 

6. Invite people into your life (or home).  

7. Be careful to view others through eyes of grace and learn to 

appreciate everyone’s uniqueness.  

8. Remember, no human relationships will truly exceed your 

relationship with the Lord. Make every effort to walk in the grace of 

Jesus, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  


