
1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 

“The Impact of Responding to the Word of God” (Lee Smith) 

 

 

Our response to God’s Word blesses those who share God’s truth with us. 

 

1. When we respond _____________ to the Word of God it gives those who 

minister to us an opportunity for ____________   ______________ [13-16] 

 

 

2. When we respond to the Word of God, it is a cause for ________ [17-19] 

 

 

3. When we respond to the Word of God it is reason for ____________ [19] 

 

 

4. When we respond to the Word of God it produces ____________  

____________ [19] 

 

 

5. When we respond to the Word of God we become the __________of 

those who shared it with us. [20] 

 

 
 

A note on 1 Thessalonians 2:15-16: 

 

There are a couple of issues connected with v. 15-16 that I am not addressing in my 

message. Let me just comment on them briefly. First, Paul’s words about the Jews 

seem harsh and bigoted, “They displease God and oppose all mankind.” Did Paul hate 

the Jews? First, all his charges here are confirmed by other Scriptures.  Second, Paul 

did not hate his own people [Romans 9:1-3, 10:1]. Here he speaks of them as 

displeasing God by attempting to hinder the outreach of the Gospel to the Gentiles. 

This made their rejection of Christ complete.  Gene Green comments:  We should bear 

in mind that Paul and his companions are not fomenting anti-Semitism with the strong 

rhetoric of this passage. They stand in the prophetic tradition, and that of Jesus, by 

announcing judgment on those who stood firmly opposed to the new thing God was 

doing among the Gentiles.  Second, What does Paul mean by saying that “God’s wrath 

has come on them at last.” First, the phrase “at last” is probably better translated “until 

the end.” By the wrath that has come upon the Jews Paul could have been referencing 

the massacre of thousands of Jews at the Passover in AD 49. Perhaps it is better to 

understand this wrath as the judicial hardening of the hearts of the Jewish people in 

unbelief who as a nation had rejected Christ as spoken of in Matthew 13:14-15, Luke 

13:34-35, Acts 13:46, 28:23-28, and Romans 11:7-25. 

    

TAKING GOD’S WORD TO GOD’S THRONE 

A prayer from 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 

 

 
God, we thank you for all those who receive the Word of God and accept it as 

the unveiling of your truth. We thank you for those who accept the Gospel and 

accept our Lord Jesus as Savior and Lord. We thank you for everyone in this 

room who has responded to the Gospel and has received the gift of eternal 

life. 

 

We thank you for each person who has been a positive influence in our lives 

by faithfully teaching us God’s Word, loving us, and modeling the truth. 

 

Lord, we thank you that the Word of God is always at work in our hearts. 

 

Thank you that we can have a confident expectation that those who respond 

to your Word will be kept by your power until your work in them is complete. 

 

Thank you for the joy we have when we see your Spirit and your Word 

transforming lives. 

 

Thank you that we can anticipate the reward of seeing those whom we have 

influenced for Jesus in heaven. 

 

Thank you that we can glory not in ourselves but in your grace and in those 

who have   responded to your Word and experienced it. 

 

Lord, may we be an encouragement to those who teach us your Word  and 

spiritually guide us by allowing your Word to transform our lives so that the 

way we live would be increasingly appropriate for those who have been called 

into God’s kingdom and glory. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


