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There are many ways that we “do” Christmas. We decorate, we give gifts, 

we feast, we sing, and we faithfully carry out family and church traditions. 

Yet, if we take our cues from the original Christmas, we discover that 

Christmas is not as much about doing as it is about beholding with a heart of 

worship. Angels descended in heavenly anthems because they beheld the 

invisible God in the visible form of a baby. Shepherds glorified God with 

praise because they beheld the promised Messiah. Wisemen bowed in 

worship because they beheld the King of the ages. All of these (angels, 

shepherds, and wisemen) a prelude to heaven where all who behold Jesus 

will bow in adoring worship and joy.  

This morning I invite you to behold Jesus with me in Hebrews 1:1-3. In these 

short verses, the Holy Spirit reveals 7 excellencies of Christ that should 

cause us to also bow our hearts in adoring worship [Hebrews 1:1-3]. 

7 Excellencies of Christ:  

1.  He is Heir – vs. 2 tells us Jesus was “appointed heir of all things.” 

This means that Jesus is given rights of ownership to all that God 

has made. According to Colossians 1, He is the “firstborn of all 

creation,” which means He holds the legal status as executor of 

God’s estate, the One who executes God’s sovereign will concerning 

all that belongs to Him, which is all of creation. As heir, Jesus will 

open the scroll with its seven seals and dispense both the 

inheritance and the judgment of God. The Father “has given all 

judgment to the Son” (Jn 5:22). As heir, the kingdom of this world 

will become the kingdom of our Lord and Christ, and He shall reign 

forevermore (Rev 11:15). Beloved, our final destiny will be weighed 

and determined by Jesus. He is the end of all things. This child, 

God’s firstborn, His only begotten, was born the heir of all things 

and heir to the highest throne.  

 

2. He is Creator – vs. 2 says Jesus is the One “through whom [God] 

made the world.” He is the divine agent of creation. Col 1:16: “For 

by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.” 

So Jesus is not only the source and beginning of all things, and He 

not only holds the rights of ownership to all things but is also the 

only One in whom we find the purpose of our existence.  

 

3. He is Glory – vs. 3: “He is the radiance of God’s glory.” What this 

means, is that Jesus reveals or displays the glory of the invisible 

God. This is why Colossians says, “He is the image of the invisible 

God.” All  the beauty and all the excellencies of God Himself are 

manifested in Jesus.  

 

There are a lot of things that we consider glorious—beautiful 

sunsets, magnificent art, superb music, amazing food. But all of 

those things are a derived or reflected glory. Glorious things are 

glory-like. They reflect glory, but they are not the essence of glory. 

All that is good and glorious finds its ultimate source in God as the 

Creator. But Jesus’ glory is not a derived. His glory is not a mere 

reflection of God’s beauty. It proceeds from the very substance and 

nature of God within Him. Jesus is the very essence of glory. And 

everything else that is good or glorious, is a pale reflection of its 

glorious Creator. Jesus is the very essence and radiance of God’s 

glory because He Himself is… 

 

4. He is God – “He is the exact representation of God’s nature” (3). 

Jesus and the Father share the exact same divine substance and 

essence of being, the same mind, the same will and desires, the 

same character, the same purposes because they, along with the 

Spirit, are fully and equally God in 3 persons.  

 

5. He is Sustainer – vs. 3: “He upholds all things by the word of His 

power.” The verb “upholds” is in the present tense, which indicates 

continuous action. The reliability of gravity, the consistency of 

earth’s rotation and the orbit of the planets around the sun are 

evidence of Jesus’ sustaining power. The laws of nature are but 

humanly observable indicators that Jesus upholds all things by the 



word of His power. Seasons change, crops grow, weather is 

predictable, the “miracle” of birth takes place, believing hearts 

persevere, and the decrees of God stand because of the sustaining 

power of Jesus.  

 

6. He is Redeemer – “When He had made purification of sins, He sat 

down…” (3). In the OT, priests would offer sacrifices to purify God’s 

people from sin. Millions of animal sacrifices witnessed to the 

severity of sin and the need for grace, but as Hebrews explains, “it is 

impossible for the blood bulls and goats to take away sin.” Only one 

sacrifice could purify us from sin, the sacrifice of a man who could 

meet God’s standards of perfect holiness. Jesus is both our high 

priest and our sacrifice. He offered up His life in exchange for the 

guilt of our sin. And when He had offered up His life in sacrifice, “He 

sat down,” signifying that His work was complete. The priests in the 

temple never sat down because their need to sacrifice was never 

completed. Hebrews later tells us that “when Jesus had offered up 

for all time a single sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right hand 

of God (Heb 10:12). Jesus is the finisher and perfector of our 

Redemption.  

 

7. He is Ruler – vs. 3: “He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high.” To sit at the right hand of the throne of God is the place of 

highest honor and supreme authority. From that place Jesus not 

only rules as the Sovereign Lord, as the King of kings, but also 

intercedes for us. Jesus will either be our judge or our intercessor.  

Take note that as the Creator Jesus is the beginning of all things. As the heir 

and sovereign ruler and judge, Jesus is the end of all things. As the sustainer, 

purifier Jesus is the middle or center of all things. In every way, in every 

sphere, and to every degree He is the God of glory. And yet we stand in awe 

of Him not only for the excellencies of His glory, but also for the great 

humility in which He came.  

 He is heir of all things, yet He came with nothing, an infant with no 

earthly possessions (“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 

naked I shall return”—Job 1:21).  

 He is Creator, yet He came as creature (God Himself in human 

flesh—a real man).  

 He is the essence of glory, yet He came to the ordinary life of a 

carpenter in a poor family that lived in obscurity. 

 He is God, yet He came as a man, laying aside divine privilege.  

 He is the sustainer of all creation, yet He came as a dependent child  

 He came as the Redeemer to purify from sin, though He had no sin 

of His own. 

 He is the sovereign ruler, the highest and greatest of kings, yet He 

was subjected to the tyranny and oppression of man.  

Why did Jesus, possessing all things, come in the lowest of means? He 

descended from the highest honor to lowest rung on the latter and then 

stepped from the last rung down into the dirt with undeserving sinners 

because we could not ascend to even the first rung. He came in such 

lowliness to embrace us in His humility so that we could ultimately share in 

His glory.  

This is why Christmas is about worship. We behold His glory, and we are in 

awe of His humility to undeserving sinners. And so, whatever you “do” this 

Christmas, don’t fail to behold the glory and humility of Jesus that leaves 

you in awestruck worship.  

Yet how do you worship? Worship is not merely going to church services like 

this one. The true worshiper is the one who beholds Jesus and delights in 

Him as the Beginning, End, and Center of all things in between.  

The true worshipers are those who… 

 Delight in finding their purpose in Jesus as their Creator.  

 Delight in finding their eternal inheritance in Jesus who will 

determine the end of all things according to counsel of God’s will. 

 Behold the glory of God Himself when they look to Jesus. 

 Delight in Jesus as the sustainer of all things as their rock/security.   

 Trust in Jesus as their High Priest and only sacrifice to purify from 

sin. 

 Delight in Jesus as the supreme ruler of their life. 



The true worshiper is the one who, knowing he is undeserving of both the 

glory and humility of Jesus, humbles himself to trust wholly in the mercy of 

God secured through the death-payment and resurrection-triumph of Jesus.  

This morning, I call you to humble yourself and pray—to worship. To bow 

before Jesus. To say, “Lord, You are my Creator and Sustainer. Apart from 

you I have no true purpose or stability. All things belong to you, and I have 

no future hope apart from You. You are God and there is no other. You 

alone are good, and You are the only One who can purify me from the sin 

that condemns me. And so I embrace You as the crucified, triumphant Ruler 

of my life. Satisfy me with Your unfailing love, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 


