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Last week we concluded our study of 1 Thessalonians, and today we turn 

our attention to its sequel, 2Thessalonians, in a new series entitled, “Living 

According to Hope.”  

 

Acts 17 records how the Thessalonian church was established, as many Jews 

and God-fearing Greeks were converted to Christ in response to Paul’s 

preaching. These new believers were immediately put to the test as severe 

persecution broke out against them—so severe, that Paul had to leave 

Thessalonica in the middle of the night to escape the mob riots.  

 

You can imagine Paul’s concern for the believers in Thessalonica. Would 

they persevere in their faith under such hostility? After sending Timothy to 

check on the Thessalonian church, Paul wrote his first letter to encourage 

them to keep living countercultural lives of holiness and love with 

unwavering hope in Christ’s return.  

 

Paul was encouraged to hear that the church was not only surviving, but 

had matured and grown. However, the pressure of persecution had also 

intensified against the Thessalonian believers. And of course, as with any 

young church, there were errors and problems that needed correcting. 

Some false teachers had sown confusion about the second coming of Christ, 

suggesting that Jesus had already come. Others in the church were living 

undisciplined lives, by refusing to work.  

 

So, Paul writes this second letter to the Thessalonians for 3 main reasons:  

 To comfort these persecuted believers with the assurance of God’s 

deliverance when Christ returns (chapter 1). 

 To correct the false teaching concerning the return of Christ 

(chapter 2). 

 To confront the blatant disobedience of some who were living 

undisciplined lives (chapter 3).  

 
1 BibleProject.com (2Thessalonians Book Overview)  

2 Thessalonians is a call to live according to the hope we have in Christ. This 

is why our series is entitled “Living According to Hope.” What you hope in, 

shapes what you live for.1  

 

Paul opens his letter with a greeting in vs. 1: “To the church of the 

Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Everything Paul 

writes, even his greeting, is grounded in doctrine. First, note that Paul puts 

Christ on an equal plane with God the Father as the very means of the 

church’s identity. The Jews believed in God, but the Christian faith is 

grounded in Jesus, the equally divine Son. Furthermore, as we will see in vs. 

2, both grace and peace are supplied to the church, not only by God the 

Father, but also by Jesus who is one with the Father and fully shares in His 

divine nature.  

 

Second, notice the interesting participle that Paul uses. He does not say that 

the Thessalonians are the church of God, or for God or to Go, though all of 

those would be true. The church is of God in that it finds its source in Him 

and belongs to Him. The church exists for God’s purposes and is to be a 

servant to God. Yet, Paul choses the word “in”—a much more intimate 

word. Behind this little word “in” stands the doctrine of our union with 

Christ. Through faith we have become one with Jesus and by virtue of His 

oneness with the Father, we have also come into a covenant union with God 

as His adopted children. As a result, we are also one with other believers, 

brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. So the church is not just a random 

gathering of religious people. The church is the family of God—those who 

are in an essential relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and therefore 

in an essential family relationship with God’s children.  

 

To His fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, Paul invokes a blessing in vs. 2: 

“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

This is Paul’s overarching desire, that the result of His ministry would be a 

greater experience of God’s grace and peace among the believers. This 

should also be our motivating desire for ministry—for God to use us as 

instruments whereby His grace and peace are more fully manifested in the 

lives of others.  



 

“Grace” captures the essence of God’s great heart of mercy, not only to 

save and redeem, but to also sustain and sanctify His children. Paul longs for 

God’s grace to continually be at work among the Thessalonians so that they 

will experience the peace of God in the midst of their trying circumstances. 

And this is where Paul will also conclude his letter in 3:16: “Now may the 

Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. 

The Lord be with you.” And again in vs. 18: “The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you.”  

 

The Thessalonians are receiving persecution from the world. Yet, Paul prays 

that in the midst of their persecution they will receive grace and peace from 

God. What would you write to a young church of persecuted believers? 

What would you pray for them? Would you pray for God to deliver them; to 

stop the persecution? Certainly, that would be a compassionate response. 

Yet, notice that Paul’s prayers throughout 2Thessalonians are focused not 

on ending persecution or immediate deliverance, but on standing in peace 

of God and living fruitful lives in the midst of it. For example,  

 [1:11-12] 

 [2:16-17] 

 [3:16] 

Paul is by no means in favor of persecution, yet he seems to understand 

that God has purposes to fulfill in His children as they endure suffering by 

faith. In fact, Paul offers a prayer of thanksgiving in vs. 3 for the evidence of 

God’s work in the Thessalonians through their suffering. [vs. 3-4] 

 

Here in vs. 3-4, we can gain 3 insights into how God is working in our lives 

through seasons of suffering:   

 

1. Suffering is a means by which God works to strengthen our faith 

(3).  

 

Vs. 3: “We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only 

fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged.” Notice, that Paul is not 

praising the Thessalonians, but praising and thanking God. The 

Thessalonians can be encouraged to know that God is at work in them, 

strengthening their faith through their affliction. Furthermore, this is an 

answer to prayer for Paul. In 1Thess 3:10 Paul wrote, “night and day we 

keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete 

was in lacking in your faith.” While Paul had not been able to yet return in 

person, his letters and prayers were a tool in God’s hands to strengthen the 

faith of these young, suffering believers.  

 

Beloved, don’t miss the obvious!  It is possible for your faith to grow under 

the pressure of suffering! This is one of God’s purposes of allowing and even 

ordain suffering in our lives. In 1Peter 1:6-7, we are called to rejoice in our 

eternal hope “even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 

been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more 

precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may 

result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

 

So when you find yourself in the middle of persecution or suffering or 

affliction, you can assume that one of God’s purposes in your circumstances 

is to grow and strengthen your faith. So, don’t begin to doubt the goodness 

of God. Cling to the promises of God and set your heart on imitating the 

mind and values of Jesus while keeping your eyes on the hope of His return.  

 

2. Suffering is a means by which God works to increase our love for 

one another (3). 

 

Paul goes on in vs. 3 to thank God for the Thessalonians because the love of 

each one of them for one another “grows ever greater.” Again, this is an 

answer to prayer for Paul.  In 1 Thess 3:12 Paul had prayed that the Lord 

would cause them to increase and abound in love for one another, and for 

all people. And God has done it! The evidence of His work is displayed in the 

love believers have for one another.  

 

Again, don’t miss the obvious here. Only God could strengthen the faith and 

love of these young, persecuted believers in the face of intense persecution. 

Only God could give them the grace to endure. And we can trust God to do 

the same for us.  

 

Suffering humbles us. And sometimes in the process of being humbled, we 

are tempted to pull away from people. Yet, what we need so immensely in 



our times of affliction, is the support, encouragement, prayers, and help of 

God’s people—the love of God’s people. When a brother or sister suffers, 

we are to move closer. And when we are the one who suffers, we must let 

our brothers and sisters be the body of Christ. When one hand is injured, 

the other comforts it. When one leg is injured, the other compensates for it. 

When we suffer together, we endure together. God extends His grace to us 

through the hands, feet, and encouragement of each other. We should 

assume that we are to respond to times of persecution and suffering by 

pulling together and demonstrating a growing love for each other.  

 

3. Suffering is a means by which God works to strengthen our 

perseverance (4).  

 

[vs. 4] Perseverance is the act of persistent faithfulness under the pressure 

of resistance (internal or external). Perseverance develops the quality of 

tenacity; the ability to hold fast with resolve. So how does a Christian 

persevere? By abiding in the sustaining power of God’s grace, by 

persistently hoping in the promises of God, and by tenaciously clinging to 

character of God.  

 

Consider this: the very means by which we persevere are the very reasons 

for which we can rejoice in adversity. Do we rejoice in the adversity itself? 

No. Rather, adversity becomes a catalyst for us to rejoice in the gracious 

character of God, the good purposes and promises of God, the overarching 

providence of God, and the presence or nearness of God.  

 

Beloved, we must always assume that unwanted circumstances in our lives 

are an opportunity for God to demonstrate His pervasive goodness to us. 

“Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good and perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shifting shadow” (James 1:16-17). God is unchangingly good, 

and therefore, we should assume and rely on God’s goodness in every 

situation. Furthermore, “God causes all things to work together for good to 

whose who love Him and are called according to His purpose.” The good is 

often not the outcome of the situation itself, but the sanctifying work that 

God does in us as we persevere by faith.  

 

Just pause for a moment. If you are going to persevere, you must establish 

some immovable convictions in your worldview. A few years ago, I put up a 

“permanent” basketball hoop beside our driveway. The previous one with 

just a weighted base had blown over too many times and was reduced to 

scrap iron. The new basketball hoop has already endured a number of 

storms with high winds. How? I dug a four-foot hole and sunk the pipe into 

3.5 feet of concrete. If your faith is going to endure the high winds of living 

in this world, you must anchor your understanding of God’s purposes in the 

solid concrete of His word. And the testimony of His word is that He is good 

and therefore He is always working to accomplish good, even when the 

circumstances are painful. So, here’s some general purposes that you can 

assume God is actively working to advance when life’s circumstances require 

persevering faith:  

 God uses adversity to authenticate and strengthen your faith (1 

Peter 1:6-7; cf. Lk 8:15). 

“You have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, 

being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by 

fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ.”  

 God uses adversity to form and strengthen your character, 

perseverance, and hope (Romans 5:3-5). 

“We also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about 

perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, 

hope…” 

 God uses adversity to develop genuine humility (Deut 8:2-3). 

"And you shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you 

in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, 

to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His 

commandments or not. And He humbled you and let you be hungry, and 

fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, 

that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, 

but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.” 

 God uses adversity to press you to maturity (James 1:2-4). 

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 

knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let 

endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, 

lacking in nothing.” 

 God uses adversity to increase our eternal joy (2Cor 4:17).  

“Momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory 

far beyond all comparison…” 



 

God is good, and in midst of my adversity He is working out His good 

purposes to strengthen my faith, character, perseverance, hope, humility, 

maturity, and joy for His glory! (1Pet 1:6-7; Rom 5:3-5; Deut 8:2-3; James 

1:2-4; 2Cor 4:17)  

 

Beyond what God does in us personally, He will also use our persevering 

faith in affliction as an encouragement to other believers and as a witness to 

the power of God’s grace to unbelievers. Finally, when our suffering is the 

result of our own sin, God will discipline us for our good to share in His 

holiness (Heb 12:10).  

 

I believe this is why Paul did not just ask God to lift the Thessalonian’s 

affliction, but rather prayed for God to work out His deeper purposes 

through it. Please don’t misunderstand me. I’m not suggesting we shouldn’t 

pray for deliverance or healing for a suffering brother or sister (James 5:14). 

But I am saying that as we pray for God to lift the affliction, we ought also to 

pray for Him to accomplish His greater purposes through it.  

 

Leon Morris gets to heart of the issue when he writes the following: 

“The New Testament does not look on suffering in quite the same way as 

do most modern people. To us [suffering] is in itself an evil, something to be 

avoided at all costs. While the NT does not gloss over this aspect of 

suffering, it does not lose sight either of the fact that in the good 

providence of God suffering is often the means of working out God’s 

eternal purpose. It develops in the sufferers, qualities of character. It 

teaches valuable lessons. Suffering is not thought of as something which 

possibly may be avoided by the Christian. For him it is inevitable. He is 

ordained to it (1Thess 3:3). He must live out his life and develop His 

Christian character in a world that is dominated by non-Christian ideas. His 

faith is not some fragile thing, to be kept in a kind of spiritual cotton wool, 

insulated from all shocks. It is robust. It is to be manifested in the fires of 

trouble, and in the furnace of affliction…The very troubles and afflictions 

which the world heaps on the believer become, under God, the means of 

making him what he ought to be. Suffering, when we have come to 

 
2 Leon Morris. The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, NICNT, pg. 197-

198.  

regard it in this light, is not to be thought of as evidence that God has 

forsaken us, but as evidence that God is with us.”2  

 

This is why Paul rejoices and gives thanks to God. The growing faith and 

increasing love of theses suffering believers who are persevering under 

persecution give evidence to the authentic reality of God’s work in them.  

 

When Paul says in vs. 4 that he speaks proudly of the Thessalonians among 

the churches of God, this is not to puff them but to encourage them. 

Persecution is humiliating. Yet, how encouraged the Thessalonians must 

have been to hear that their steadfastness and perseverance was becoming 

a source of encouragement to other believers as well.  

 

You can imagine how tempting it would have been for the Thessalonians to 

wonder if God had forsaken them in their suffering. But Paul goes on in vs. 5 

to affirm the opposite; that their endurance is evidence of God’s good favor.  

 

The first two words of vs. 5 are supplied in English. In the Greek text there is 

a comma at the end of vs. 4, not a period. So, vss. 4-5 should read like this: 

“…your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and 

afflictions which you endure are a plain indication of God’s righteous 

judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for 

which indeed you are suffering.” To understand vs. 5, keep in mind that 

persecution destroys false faith and authenticates genuine faith. This is how 

the Thessalonians are considered worthy of the kingdom through their 

suffering (2Th 1:5). Their persevering faith is proving them genuine citizens of 

the kingdom of God.  

 

God’s judgment in vs. 5 refers to believers, but not a judgment of 

condemnation. Rather, a judgment in their favor for their salvation (through 

the atoning work of Christ). The persecution of the world, the believers’ 

ability to persevere, and God’s purifying work in their lives through it, is 

evidence that God’s judgment is favorable toward them and shaping in 

them a life worthy of the God’s kingdom. The Thessalonian believers are 

walking in way of Jesus, receiving the same treatment He received from the 



world, while at the same time being sanctified (purified) by God to be more 

like Christ Himself. And this is what God is doing through your afflictions as well.  

 

Perhaps the image of a forge is helpful here. A forge is a special furnace 

used by a blacksmith to heat iron to the point that it can be hammered into 

a useful or purposeful shape. God does not put us in the forge of affliction 

or the fire of persecution without a purpose. Rather He uses it to shape us 

into the image of Christ through the same forge of suffering and persecution 

that Christ endured in this world.  

 

Beloved, We can persevere with faith, knowing that the persecution or 

affliction we must endure is evidence, not of God’s disfavor, but of His 

presence and active work in our lives. God’s favor is displayed, not in a life 

of mere ease, but a life forged in the purifying fire of His sanctifying, 

sustaining grace—a holy life shaped for the kingdom of Christ.  

 

 

 


