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INTRODUCTION

1. Illustration: We recently came back from a 3-week stint in
Florida. While we were down there, I was reminded of one my
very first trips to FL when I was in 5th grade. On that trip we
camped in the Florida Keys and one of my favorite memories
was watching a teenager fish from the campground’s boat
ramp (slipway?).

One morning we saw him catch a pretty sizable fish (at least
from my frame of reference). I was both horrified and
intrigued when he unhooked the fish only to run it through
with the same large hook he pulled from its mouth moments
prior. In less than a minute, that fish was back in the bay, but
this time as bait.

What followed was pretty incredible (at least for a 5th grader
who’d never witnessed ocean fishing before). A very large,
submerged object began circling this fish. And suddenly, the
fight was on.

It was all this kid could do to keep from being pulled into the
water. His stance changed; his grip on that fishing pole
tightened; and 20 minutes later, he slowly, methodically
reeled the largest aquatic animal I had ever seen in the wild: a
fully-grown, 4 foot barracuda (we measured it).

This fish was immense. And slightly terrifying. To this day, I
have no idea how this guy managed to catch a fish that size –
and in a somewhat shallow cove no less!

What I do know is that if he hadn’t kept his feet firmly on the
ground or maintained a firm grip on that fishing pole, one of
two things would have happened: either that fish would have
gotten away with the pole or he would have been pulled in
with it!

2. Transition: The Christian life is kinda like ocean fishing. The
deception of this evil age is powerful. If we do not stand firm,
if we do not hold tightly to God’s Word, we will get pulled
into the rampant lawlessness around us. And it is to this very
point that Paul speaks in our passage this morning.

3. Proposition: Because God has chosen us to obtain the glory
of Jesus Christ, stand firm against all of Satan’s lies and hold
fast to all of God’s truth.

BODY

Last Sunday we learned about how, at some future date, a man of
lawlessness will be revealed. This man will make himself out to be
an object of worship, he will perform false wonders, but in the
end will be destroyed at the coming of the Lord. Unfortunately
many will be deceived in the process – both by this man of
lawlessness and by their own “pleasure in wickedness” (v.12)

Though a unique kind of lawlessness is yet future, Paul is also
clear that, “the mystery of lawlessness is already at work” (v. 7).
Satan does not need to be personified in the Antichrist for his
deceptive power to be at work today.

And yet, Christians are not discouraged; we are not hopeless.
Christians are not pessimists because we know God is at work and
His purposes will prevail.



Little children, you are from God and have overcome
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world (1 Jn 4:4).

One evidence of God’s prevailing power in an age of wickedness
is the fidelity of His church. And it’s to this evidence that Paul
turns his attention in 2 Thess. 2:13-17.

It’s in these verses that we see three ways God is calling you and
me to respond to His grace and power in our lives.

1. Rejoice in God’s saving work (vv. 13-14)

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren
beloved by the Lord

Given the rampant wickedness in the world, Paul feels obligated
to give thanks to God for the church in Thessalonica. There’s no
indication that this obligation is forced or comes from a place of
mere duty. Rather his obligation to give thanks springs from holy
joy.

“There’s lawlessness everywhere - but not with you! How can I not
give thanks?”

Paul knows what God has done for the Thessalonian believers
and it's his joy in that work which motivates his thanksgiving.

What has God done?

a. God has chosen us (from the beginning/as firstfruits)

God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation

If you are here this morning and are delighting in Him and
not delighting in wickedness, the reason that’s the case is
because God chose you.

Now this fact hits different folks in different ways. Some
people hear that and they get uncomfortable because
they think, “How could God choose me? I’ve done X, Y, Z.
I’m not worthy.” Other people hear that and they get
uncomfortable because, deep down, they want to be part
of the reason they’re on good terms with God. They want
to say “I did this.”

Both kinds of people are in error because they want to
make human effort/action the basis for God’s choice. Why
has God chosen us to be saved? NOT because of
anything we’ve done or have failed to do (Rom. 9:16). God
chose us because it pleased Him to show mercy.

There’s nothing “beneath” God’s sovereign choice; there
are no external factors that coerce or motivate God’s
action. God is free to do as he pleases (Ps. 115:3). God
chose us ONLY because it pleased Him to do so.

Textual variant (ap’ arches vs. aparche) side-note: The
astute ESV reader will notice what I read isn’t quite what
you have in your text. That’s because of a textual variant
between manuscripts that scholars aren’t 100% sure how
to resolve.

Fortunately, neither reading significantly impacts the
meaning of the passage as a whole, and both ideas are
attested to elsewhere in Scripture.

No matter which word Paul used, the point is the same:
our eternal destiny is owing to God’s merciful, eternal
decree of election.



God has not only chosen to save us, He has also chosen
the means by which that salvation is wrought about in our
lives.

b. God has chosen us through

i. The Spirit’s sanctification - God has ordained that His
Spirit will be the one who will empower us “both to
will and to work for his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).
This progressive work (and it’s progressive), is called
sanctification. It’s the process of becoming holy,
becoming consecrated to God. There is no salvation
apart from this progressive sanctification.

ii. [our] faith in the truth - God has also ordained that we
obtain salvation through our faith in the truth. In
contrast to the lies and the wickedness that follows
from believing those lies, we are saved by our faith in
the truth. We have a role. Our faith in the truth of the
gospel, though not the ground for our salvation, is
nonetheless the means by which salvation is brought
about in our lives.

c. God has chosen us for glory

It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you
may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. (v. 14)

Verse 14 goes on to clarify the end (or ultimate purpose)
for our salvation. Namely, it is to gain the glory of Christ.
You could also translate the word “to gain” as “to obtain”
or “to share in.”

The point here is that our salvation, though a present
reality in this life, has a greater goal in mind. And this

greater goal is nothing less than laying hold of and
participating in divine glory (1 Thess. 5:9).

God has chosen us through the Spirit’s sanctification, by
our faith in the truth, and unto glory.

Church, rejoice in God’s saving work!

2. Resist with God’s mighty Word (v. 15)

The second way God is calling us to respond today is by resisting
with God’s might Word.

So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you
were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

Because of the salvation God is working in us for glory, we are to
stand against the lawless deception of our age with courage and
conviction – not the other way around!

There’s something incredibly inspiring about people who, in the
face of tremendous opposition, are able to overcome and
persevere. I think of the Ukranian pastor and his family that chose
to stay and minister despite impending war. Or of the 9 Iranian
Christian men who were miraculously acquitted this week after
being imprisoned for attending their local house church.

And while showing courage against hardship and persecution is
important in the Christian life, standing firm against falsehood is
just as important.

Today in the West, God wants courageous men and women who
will stand firm against falsehood. God wants men and women
who will confront the lies of our day and stand for what is true and
just.



Of course public stances against lawless tyranny are robbed of
any supernatural power and credibility when we fail to take the
same stand in our private life.

Husbands, you cannot shake your fists at lawless tyrants in the
world if you refuse to live in an understanding way with your wife.
You are the tyrant; you are the man (2 Sam. 12:7).

You cannot be outraged by our society’s moral decay if you are
actively consuming pornography. You cannot be bemone the
death of the nuclear family if you’re not interested in shepherding
yours.

You cannot be distressed by the destructive autonomy of trans
ideology if you refuse to submit yourself to your God-given
authorities – whether that be to your parents, your husband, or
the local church.

We are to stand firm, publicly and privately. And the only way we
can stand firm against falsehood, against the deceptive power of
the prince of darkness is by holding fast to what is true and right.

Paul exhorts the Thessalonians to “stand firm and hold to the
traditions.” Unfortunately, this word ‘tradition’ carries a certain
amount of baggage today that many read back on to this verse.

Any tradition, whether it be the kind that accompanies a holiday
festivity or the kind that is synonymous with Christian teaching, is
something that has been passed down from one person to the
next, one generation to the next.

The theological authority of some tradition is not found in the fact
that it’s been passed down (there are plenty of godless traditions).
Rather, a tradition’s theological authority is found in the source
from which the tradition is derived.

Jesus rebuked the religious leaders for abandoned God’s
teaching in order to observe the tradition of men (Matt. 7; 15).
Paul issues a similar warning in Col. 2:8:

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to
the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to
Christ.

So the problem isn’t tradition per se, but the source of that
tradition and its relationship to Christ’s teaching.

It was Paul’s apostolic authority, which he was given by Christ,
that gave weight to the traditions he had passed on, “whether by
word of mouth or by letter.”

In the decades following the life and ministry of the apostles, their
traditions (i.e. what they had passed on) were written down and
later became what we know as the New Testament.

Consequently, we don’t have - nor are we waiting for - more
source material from God. The ministry of Christ’s apostles has
passed; their traditions have been preserved in writing; thus the
New Testament is a closed book.

This is also why it is problematic to suggest that there is some
extra-biblical source of authority. Authoritative Church tradition
should never be thought of as anything other than what is taught,
preserved, and handed down to us in the Scriptures.

Scripture alone is the Church’s authority. And it is by holding to
this authority that we are preserved from the rampant deception
of our lawless age.

Church: rejoice in God’s saving work; resist with God’s mighty
Word; and…



3. Rely on God’s sustaining power (vv. 16-17)

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who
has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by
grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work
and word.

After charging the church to stand firm and hold to what they had
been taught, Paul turns his attention to God, asking Him to grant
comfort and strength to the believers in Thessalonica.

The comfort Paul prays for isn’t the kind of comfort you get from
your mom or spouse when you’re lying in bed sick. It’s the kind of
comfort you get from your coach after you’ve been sacked on the
football field. It’s the kind of comfort you get when you fall off
your bike as you’re learning to ride without training wheels. It’s a
comfort that exhorts us to press on.

It’s exhausting to stand for truth when it’s unpopular, right? Which
is why we need His strength. Taking a stand knowing your friends
won’t understand it, or your employer won't get it, or even your
family won’t get it - that’s tough and tiring!

Make no mistake: to believe in and stand for biblical cosmology is
to be in the minority today.

There may come a day when you can’t find a job because you
don’t post your preferred gender pronouns on your resume.

There may come a day when you are castigated as a bigot for
opposing race-based preferentialism.

There may come a day when you are excused from polite society,
maligned as unloving, or fired simply for declining an
experimental medical treatment that, however effective, cannot

prevent the spread of the very illness it was designed to inoculate
people against.

Take heart. Rejoice in God’s saving work, resist with God’s mighty
Word, and rely on God’s sustaining power for every good work
and word.

Church, God has chosen us to obtain the glory of Jesus Christ;
stand firm against all of Satan’s lies and hold fast to all of God’s
truth.


