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…I believe in the Holy Spirit… 
 
Please take a moment to pray for me, and then I will pray for us. 
 
Prayer: God, You are the faithful one! Direct our hearts by 
Your Spirit into Your perfect, holy word to show Your perfect 
love and the steadfastness of Christ. You love these people more 
than I do, Lord. You promise to look upon those who are 
humble and contrite in spirit and those who tremble at Your 
Word. So give us that kind of humility and contriteness in spirit 
to receive Your word with sincere faith and trembling. We pray 
in Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
 
Imagine if we were gathered as a church for worship in Ukraine 
right now…  
During our first song, Come Thou Fount, as we sang the opening 
lines:  
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
 
In that moment, what’s even louder that our voices are the air 
raid sirens going off outside.  
What would we do?  
Would we hunker down and hide in our bomb shelters?  
Or would we keep on singing more loudly?    
 
This is not a made-up story. This is a true report of a small 
church gathering in Kiev last Sunday.  
When they started their worship service singing, In Christ 
Alone, the air raid sirens started, and the church kept singing!  
They said, “We are not going to hide in bomb shelters,  

we will keep on worshipping because, now more than ever, we 
feel it with the depth of our hearts that In Christ alone we can 
stand!”  
 
Do we stand on those same promises this morning, church? 
Listen to these powerful truths and think about how they felt 
singing with air raid sirens ringing around them:  

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This cornerstone, this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm (or WAR!) 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My comforter, my all in all 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

Well, though we do not find ourselves in a physical war in our 
backyard, we are in the middle of a spiritual war of two 
kingdoms:  
God’s kingdom of light and Satan’s dominion of darkness.  
This is more real than the war happening in Ukraine.  
But do we feel this? Do we know this? Do we prepare ourselves 
for this battle every single day?  
It’s a battle for our souls.  
For our families. For our cities. For our nation.  
And for our world.  
 
And this is the setting that the Apostle Paul is writing to the 
Thessalonians.  
Paul is acting as an army General, calling all the believers to get 
on their knees and pray to the Commander of the Army,  
Jesus Christ the Great Captain, to send out His troops into the 
battlegrounds of the world to share the only message of truth 
and hope and life for a lost and dying world.  
 
It is to this end, our main point this morning is this:  
The faithfulness of the Lord is our confidence and our 
protection in the midst of a spiritual war of two 
kingdoms 



 
Which means there are two armies:  
the righteous and the unrighteous. The godly and the ungodly. 
The good and the evil.  
So how is 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 calling us to respond to this 
spiritual war of two kingdoms?  
 
Because the Lord is faithful, we PRAY, we 
PERSEVERE, and we PROSPER in the Lord. 
 
Well, doesn’t that sound all nice and tidy from your pastor.  
A 3-point message will 3 P’s to get your tongue-twisted on. 
  
I have an honest confession to make before you all (Ps. 40:9-17).  
I am a sinner through and through—you should know that by 
now. But a sinner saved by grace! And I don’t feel adequate to be 
the one preaching to you this morning.  
 
This week I have been battling this spiritual war within my soul, 
within my heart, and within my mind.  
The battle has been very real to me.  
And I have let my evil flesh and allowed the evil one to tear me 
down to the point of wanting to give up and just run away.  
And if I was left to myself I would have given up...  
 
But the very passage I have been preparing to preach on is the 
very passage that I needed most for my soul.  
I have been caught in the middle of this war of two kingdoms.  
 
And wouldn't this be exactly what the evil one would want to do 
to deceive me with these wicked lies and cause me to be 
ensnared in unbelief…  
But God… 
BUT GOD IS FAITHFUL.  
He has protected me from my evil flesh and preserved me from 
the evil one.  
He has compelled many of you to be praying for me so that His 
Word would speed ahead and be honored – Literally, as I was 
writing this sentence, Jeff Fry called on Friday afternoon and I 

didn’t want to answer because I was finally writing my sermon, 
but I picked up and it was the Lord’s appointment to have him 
pray for me.  
And the night before, Zack and Brettney prayed for me.  
And of course, my sweet wife, Renee, and Pastor Ty and Pauline 
have been standing with me and upholding me in prayer every 
single day this week.  
I received many calls and text messages from many of my family 
members and so many of you all to lift me up and pray for me on 
Friday and Saturday.  
SO MANY PRAYERS! Thank you!  
I know I wouldn’t be standing here without your prayers and the 
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ to hold me fast through the 
struggle.  
 
That is why I wanted to sing He Will Hold Me Fast so earnestly 
to proclaim to my soul before I got up here to preach:  

 
When I fear my faith will fail 
Christ will hold me fast 

When the tempter would prevail 
He will hold me fast 

I could never keep my hold 
Through life's fearful path 
For my love is often cold 

Christ must hold me fast 
 
And how is it that Christ is able to hold us fast?  
It is through the faithfulness of our God to be our only 
confidence and our only protection in the midst of the spiritual 
war of two kingdoms.  
If we are on God’s Team, we have the Greatest Offense and the 
Strongest Defense to be Victorious in this war!  
 
So let’s dive into these 5 verses of 2 Thessalonians 3.  
Because the Lord is faithful,  

1. We PRAY:  
a. For God’s Message to Advance Powerfully 

(v. 1)  



 
Verse 1: 

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord 
may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among you.  

 
There is a sweet sense of loving affection and an endearing 
relationship that the Apostle Paul shared with these believers in 
the church, calling them brothers and sisters in the Lord.  
Which is so significant through all of his letters.  
He writes it again and again and again to remind them of their 
identity and bond that they share in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Literally 5 verses earlier, he wrote in this same manner,  
“We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers 
beloved by the Lord (2:13).”  
And we have this same bond of love in Christ with one another, 
of which I am so thankful for!  
 
Now, Paul is calling the church to PRAY.  
First, and foremost, for the word of the Lord, meaning the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, to accomplish two things:  
To speed ahead or spread rapidly  
AND be honored or be glorified.  
 
Speed ahead and be honored carries with it the imagery of a 
runner running a race and being victorious, winning the prize.  
Now I love running. And one of my favorite runners of all time is 
Eric Liddell, not only because he was fast, but because he loved 
Jesus! 
 

“God made me fast, and when I run, I feel His pleasure”  
 

He ran one of the greatest quarter mile races of all time, earning 
him the name, the Flying Scotsman.  
In this particular race in 1923, at the first bend, Liddell tripped 
over the legs of another runner, causing him to fall off the track.  
 
Now, with this being such a short race, you would think he 
would just give up because there was no hope of catching up.  
 

And for those who are familiar with the epic film, Chariots of 
Fire, it captures this scene with a perspective from his running 
coach.  
When Eric Liddell tripped and fell to the ground,  
the camera moves to his coach’s reaction,  
saying with vigor and hope, “Get up, lad, get up!”  
The coach believed in Eric’s ability to still win the race!  
 
And Liddell did not give up!  
He got back on the track, and by the time he was back on his feet 
the last of the other runners were 30 yards away.  
Liddell sped ahead at such a fast pace that he finally overtook 
the lead runner three yards from the line to win the race in his 
classic Liddell fashion,  
with his head thrown back and chin thrust out,  
flashing past the tape.  
He ran the race to win in order to receive the prize!  
 
I picture Paul having this image in mind of the Olympic Games 
as he calls on the church to pray toward this end that the word 
of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored.  
 
Do you believe in the power of prayer to accomplish God’s 
purposes? God has ordained our prayers to accomplish His 
sovereign purposes!  
We need to put our confidence in the Lord’s faithfulness to 
compel us to pray for God to advance His word powerfully!  
  
I am urging you, just like Eric Liddell’s coach, and rather than 
urging, “Get up, lad, get up!” I am urging you,  
“Get on your knees, church, get on your knees!” Keep praying! 
 
And what Paul is doing here is calling us to pray biblical prayers. 
Pray the Bible because God answers the prayers of His word 
prayed back to Him!  
 
 
 
 



Psalm 147:15, 
 He sends out His command to the earth; 
  His word runs swiftly 
So we pray, Lord, cause Your Word to SPEED AHEAD and be 
SPREAD RAPIDLY!  
 
Psalm 138:2,  

You have exalted above all things 
Your name and Your word. 

So we pray, Lord let Your Word BE HONORED and 
GLORIFIED!  
 
And this is exactly what was happening throughout the book of 
Acts, “The word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail 
mightily” (Acts 19:20).  
 
This is God’s goal: to spread the fame of His name 
through the Gospel of His Son, Jesus Christ!  
What is this Gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ?  

“that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” (1 
Corinthians 15:3–4).  

And why was it necessary for Christ to die for our sins?  
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 3:23-24). 
 

And those whom He has redeemed in Christ, God has given us, 
the church, the greatest job of all: To be His messengers of this 
good news and to praying for His Gospel to be advanced!  
 
Do you get passionate about the gospel to be praying for it to 
speed ahead and be honored? 
 
Where is the place God’s Gospel finds it greatest honor?  
In our hearts! That is why we must pray for God to work 
deeply in the soil of our hearts to cause faith to rise up 
in the Lord Jesus Christ!   

Prayer and preaching go hand-in-hand!  
We pray for God to open hearts to receive His word just as God 
did for Lydia when she heard Paul preaching the Gospel in 
Philippi.  
Acts 16:14 says, “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to 
what was said by Paul.”  
 
So again, Paul is calling the church to pray passionately that the 
word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, AS 
HAPPENED AMONG YOU.  
 
The Thessalonians would remember how the Lord worked 
deeply in the soil of their hearts so that the Gospel transformed 
their lives in 4 powerful ways. We saw this in 1 Thessalonians: 

1. The Gospel came in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction (v. 5). 

2. The Word was received in much affliction, with the joy 
of the Holy Spirit (v. 6)…accepting it not as the word 
of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which 
is at work in you believers (2:13).  

3. As a result, the Word was passed onto others (v. 8): "The 
Word of the Lord has sounded forth from you...in every 
place your faith toward God has gone forth." 

4. The Word transformed their lives (vv. 9-10):  
"You turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He 
raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come." 

 
This is what we ought to be praying for!  
That the word of the Lord would transform people’s hearts in 
such a way that they cherish Jesus Christ who is the greatest 
treasure of the gospel!  
And because Jesus is so precious to them, they go out 
proclaiming Him to others so they will receive Him and know 
Him and love Him as they do.  
 
So church, arise! Let’s be praying towards this end, trusting in 
God’s faithfulness to be our confidence so that we pray for God’s 



Message to advance powerfully into people’s hearts so that 
Christ is honored and glorified above all.  
 
And you know what happens when the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
spread? PERSECUTION HITS!  
So what do we do? We pray all the more, putting our trust in the 
Lord’s faithfulness to be our confidence in this war of two 
kingdoms.  
 
So because the Lord is faithful, we pray not only for God’s 
Message to advance powerfully, but we also pray for God’s 
Messengers to be delivered from the perverse persecution of 
unbelievers.  
 
Because the Lord is faithful,  

1. We PRAY:  
a. For God’s Message to Advance Powerfully 

(v. 1)  
b. For God’s Messengers to be Delivered from 

the Perverse Persecution of Unbelievers (v. 
2) 

Verse 2:   
Finally, brothers, pray for us… that we may be delivered 
from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith.  

 
Paul and the Thessalonians would have in their minds the severe 
persecution that happened when they brought the Gospel to 
Thessalonica.  
Many came to faith in Christ, but the Jews were jealous…  
As it says in Acts 17:5 that “the Jews were jealous, and 
taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, 
set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, 
seeking to bring them out to the crowd.” 

 
Not only did these Jewish opponents obstruct Paul’s 
proclamation of the Gospel in Thessalonica, causing them to go 
on to Berea, but these Jews followed them there to agitate and 
stir up the crowds in Berea. And when Paul made it to Corinth, 
the same Jews opposed and reviled him once again.  

It was from Corinth that Paul is writing his letters to the 
Thessalonians, so he is writing real-time of the wicked and evil 
men who are persecuting him as a messenger of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
So he calls on the church to be praying fervently for the Lord to 
deliver them from wicked and evil men.  
Why are these people wicked and evil, you may ask?  
BECAUSE they are without faith in Jesus! –FOR NOT ALL 
HAVE FAITH—They refuse to love the truth, so as to be saved… 
They believe what is false… They do not believe the truth but 
take pleasure in unrighteousness (2:10-12).  
Therefore, all they want to do is persecute believers and oppose 
the message of Christ to stop His Gospel from advancing.  
 
Do you feel this tension of being caught in the middle of this 
spiritual war of two kingdoms?  
Wake up, and smell the roses of lovely persecution!  
We don’t like it, but we should expect it because if they so 
persecuted our Lord and hung Him up on that cross,  
we ought to take up our cross DAILY and follow Jesus on the 
road of persecution, suffering for the sake of His Name and for 
His Gospel until He has final victory and brings us into glory!  
 
And these wicked and evil men could be like the runners in the 
other lanes against Eric Liddel who are trying to trip you up and 
take you out of the race…  
And there could be a degree of wicked, evilness in our sinful 
flesh due to besetting sins that we struggle against.  
But don’t let anyone nor let yourself trip you up and keep you 
down from believing what is true and loving the truth of Jesus!  
 
So church, arise, because the Lord is faithful, PRAY for God’s 
message to advance powerfully. And because the Lord is faithful, 
PRAY for God’s messengers to be delivered from the perverse 
persecution of unbelievers.  
 
This is God’s Mighty Offense in our spiritual battle in this war of 
two kingdoms.  



Remember, if we are on God’s team, we have the Greatest 
Offense to advance His Gospel powerfully and overcome the 
opposition of unbelievers.  
 
Now, our second point to move into is:  
Because the Lord is faithful,  

2. We PERSEVERE: 
a. By being Preserved by God from the Plots 

of the Evil One (v. 3) 
Verse 3: 

But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard 
you against the evil one.  
 

Do you see the stark contrast from verse 2 to 3?   
“not all have faith.”  
“BUT THE LORD IS FAITHFUL.” 
 
We are to remember the unchanging, faithful character of God.  
He will always be who has said to be because Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever!  
This is Who God Promises to be for us in Christ Jesus,  
as we sang these precious promises of the gospel in He Will 
Hold Me Fast: 

 
For my Savior loves me so… 

Those He saves are His delight… 
Precious in His holy sight… 
He'll not let my soul be lost 

His promises shall last 
Bought by Him at such a cost… 
For my life He bled and died… 

Justice has been satisfied… 
Raised with Him to endless life 

Christ will hold me fast 
 

And this is what Satan hates the most and will go hard after in 
his attacks!  
OUR FAITH in his Enemy, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who has 
triumphed over him through the Cross because of His victorious 
resurrection and ascension to the Father’s right hand.  
 
So Satan prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking to devour 
our faith.  
He is the tempter who tries to prevail over our faith. 
Deceiving us with lies to lure us and ensnare us in unbelief.  
 
Do you see what Satan’s evil schemes are against you?  
He attacks our faith through our THINKING.  
How? He is a deceiver.  
That was a major theme that Paul just addressed in chapter 
two… Satan is trying to wreak havoc on believers and on the 
world with all “wicked deception.”  
 
So how are we to persevere?  
We must put our trust in God’s faithfulness to be our protection 
to be able to establish and guard our faith from the plots of 
the evil one.  
 
Do not think for a moment that because you struggle in your 
faith or you’re wrestling with doubts, that God is not faithful to 
you…  
If that was the case for me, I wouldn’t be here.  
 
God’s faithfulness does not mean that you or I will not 
struggle, but His faithfulness means He will establish 
and guard our faith through the struggles and trials 
that the evil one plots against us, so as to preserve our 
faith and show off His great faithfulness!  
 
This is God’s Strong Defense in our spiritual war of two 
kingdoms.  
Remember, if we are on God’s team, we have the Strongest 
Defense so we can persevere, by being preserved by God from 
the plots of the evil one.  



 
So church, arise, because the Lord is faithful, PERSEVERE by 
being preserved by God from the plots of the evil one.  
 
And not only that, because the Lord is faithful, we PERSEVERE 
by being empowered by God to walk in obedience to His 
command.  
 
Because the Lord is faithful,  
       2. We PERSEVERE: 

a. By being Preserved by God from the Plots 
of the Evil One (v. 3) 

b. By being Empowered by God to Walk in 
Obedience to His Command (v. 4) 

Verse 4: 
And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you 
are doing and will do the things that we command. 

 
Paul, as a General of God’s Army, under the authority of Jesus 
Christ, the Great Commander, is confident that the Lord will 
empower their perseverance to be obedient to carry out the 
commands he gave them to be faithful to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.   
 
This was Paul’s sole desire for them that “the Word of the Lord 
would sound forth from them... and that in every place their 
faith toward God would go forth!”  
 
It was all based on the Lord’s faithfulness to accomplish His 
purposes in and through their lives.  
 
Because the Lord had enabled them to persevere in obedience, 
so He will continue to enable their obedience to His command!  
 
Do you see this to be true in your own life?  
How has God demonstrated His faithfulness to empower your 
obedience? Excel all the more by His grace, trusting that He will 
continue to empower you to be obedient to His command!  
 

Sometimes faithfulness and perseverance just looks like showing 
up and doing the next thing.  
Pastor Ty has often reminded me of this in my transition to this 
role of being a pastor,  
and I'm thankful that God doesn't require us to do anything in 
our own might or our own wisdom.  
 
He desires us to put our faith in Him.  
 
Simple trust and obedience pleases our Savior because He gets 
to show His all-sufficient grace and His power that is made 
perfect in our weakness. 
 
We get the grace! He gets the glory! 
 
And right now, church, there are so many ways we can be 
obedient to God’s command to love one another.  
We especially need to rally around the Glomski and Todd family. 
Many of you have shown such love and compassion and support 
to them, praying for them, serving them sacrificially!  
And I am confident in the Lord that He will continue to work 
through this church body to display the power of His love that 
unites us a family!  
And by our love for one another, the world will know that we are 
truly disciples of Jesus!  
 
So church, arise, because the Lord is faithful, PERSEVERE by 
being empowered by God to walk in obedience to His command.  
 
And lastly, Paul grounds all of this in his prayer for the 
Thessalonians to prosper in the Lord.  
 



Because the Lord is faithful,  
        3. We PROSPER:  

a. In the Perfect Love of God PROVEN 
b. In the Perfect Perseverance of Christ (v. 5) 

Verse 5: 
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and 
to the steadfastness of Christ. 

 
God’s perfect love is displayed and proven in Christ’s perfect 
perseverance.  
 
Therefore, God shows His faithfulness in Christ to be our 
ultimate confidence and our primary protection because He 
fulfills this very passage in every way. Take a moment to 
consider how Jesus models this passage.  
 
Verse 1: “Brothers, pray for us…” 
 

Christ asked His disciples to pray with him.  
 
When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane, the eve of His 
crucifixion, he called on His closest friends to stay awake with 
Him and pray. But they could not even keep watch for one 
hour… So Jesus was praying to His Father ALONE.  
 
Verse 2: “that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. 
For not all have faith.” 
 

Christ is betrayed into the hands of wicked, evil, 
unbelieving men.  

 
Right after praying in the garden, Jesus was betrayed by one of 
his own disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was an evil, wicked 
unbelieving man to betray the Son of God into the hands of 
sinners. So Jesus was put on trial ALONE.  
 
Verse 3: “But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and 
guard you against the evil one.” 
 

Christ is forsaken by His Father and dies under 
the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil (Heb. 2:14-15). 

 
On the cross, we hear Jesus cry out with a loud voice, “My God, 
my God, why have You forsaken me?” It seemed as if God had 
removed His faithfulness from His One and Only Son.  
And it also seemed as though Satan had prevailed when Jesus 
died and was buried in the grave. ALONE.  
 
Verse 4: “And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that 
you are doing and will do the things that we command.” 
 

Christ’s perseverance and obedience to conquer 
death.  

 
But three days later, Jesus rose up from that grave, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, defeating death, destroying the power of sin 
and Satan, and redeeming those He came to save as His 
precious bride, the church! And He was exalted to the highest 
place of honor at His Father’s right hand.   
  
All so that He could make this prayer and promise true in our 
hearts to direct our hearts to the love of God and to the 
steadfastness of Christ!  
 
So church, arise, and prosper in the perfect love of God proven 
in the perfect perseverance of Christ.  
Let the faithfulness of the Lord be your only confidence and 
protection in the midst of this spiritual war of two kingdoms.  
Jesus is our Conquering King!  
Christ is our Captain!  
 
Let us pray to Him now… THANK YOU, LORD JESUS! You are 
a mighty and merciful Savior. Keep us in Your love and send us 
out to share Your faithful love with others this week. We thank 
You for Your great faithfulness. Amen.  
 
Let’s sing triumphantly to Christ our Captain!  


