
Colossians 1:9-14 

 

Story telling  

 

Have you ever heard someone tell a story like this? 

 

Slide - My Mom, who lives in Illinois, which is where Abraham Lincoln was 

born, who was one of the greatest presidents, wow, being president would 

be a hard job, made me some cookies. 

 

Slide -My Mom, who lives in Illinois, which is where Abraham Lincoln was 

born, who was one of the greatest presidents, wow, being president would 

be a hard job, made me some cookies. 

 

Paul talks like this from time to time. And he does it a little in this passage. 

So I’ve adapted it to be sort of a conversation between Paul and the 

Colossians to make it easier to see the connection between the points he’s 

making. So let’s see if it brings some clarity. 

 

Slide - Paul - Because of your amazing response to the Gospel and the ways 

you’re expressing the love of God to others, from the day we heard about 

that, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled 

with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding 

 

Slide - Colossians - Wow! That sounds like a great prayer! Thanks Paul! But, 

why do we need spiritual wisdom and understanding? 

 

Slide - Paul - so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please 

Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 



knowledge of God 

 

Slide - Colossians - Woah! That’s a lot to live up to! I don’t think we can do 

that! 

 

Slide - Paul - You’re absolutely right! You can’t! Which is why I pray that you 

will be - strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for 

the attaining of all steadfastness and patience, and that you’ll be filled with 

joy while giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in Light. 

 

Slide - Colossians - How are we worthy to share in that? 

 

Slide - Paul - Because God rescued us from the domain of darkness, and 

transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 

Slide - Colossians - Praise God for the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ! 

 

Slide - Paul - Amen! 

 

Pyramid - pineapple upside down cake 

 

Looking at the beginning of Paul’s prayer it can seem at first, like a pretty 

intimidating or even unattainable “to do” list. That’s because he prays for 

some pretty amazing things to happen before he mentions the power 

source. Let’s look at the ratio between things we do and things God does 

Slide - God  

Gives us knowledge of His will 



Gives us Spiritual wisdom and understanding 

Strengthens us with His Power 

Gives us Joy 

Redeems us -Transfers us from darkness to Light 

Forgives our sins 

Qualifies us for our heavenly inheritance 

 

Slide - Us 

Give thanks 

Be Joyful 

Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord 

 

So really we have one job! And God (the Holy Spirit living in us) gives us the 

power to do our one job! Brothers and sisters, we certainly are getting the 

better end of the deal here! God does all this amazing soul redeeming, life 

changing, heart changing, joy giving work in our lives, so it’s only fitting that 

our lives become a continual act of worship; Full of gratitude, love and joy  

 

Slide - Main Idea 

Because of Jesus’ powerful and complete redemptive work, we believers can 

be filled with the knowledge of God and empowered by the Holy Spirit to 

live lives worthy of the Gospel we received.  

 

Let’s start building our inverted pyramid shall we.  

 

Vs. 9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased 

to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His 

will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding 

  



Have not ceased praying for you. Pray for people! All the time! In this case 

Paul is specifically praying for believers - that they’ll be filled with the 

knowledge of God’s will, spiritual wisdom and understanding. How can we 

tell that it’s just for believers? First, Paul describes the church in vs.5 and 6 

by saying they’ve responded to the gospel and are bearing fruit. Plus he’s 

praying for spiritual wisdom and spiritual understanding. Only spirit filled 

people can understand spiritual things.  

1 Corinthians 2:12-14 

14 But a natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 

they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they 

are spiritually discerned. 

John MacArthur says this - The adjective Spiritual modifies both wisdom and 

understanding.  

Wisdom is the ability to accumulate and organize principles from scripture 

Understanding is the application of those principles to daily living. 

Douglas Moo says it this way - The combination therefore suggests the 

ability to discern the truth and to make good decisions based on that truth.  

 - Changing a tire 

Even more important because it’s about how we live - how we represent 

Christ - moral and ethical decisions.  

Listen to this excerpt from Proverbs 2 

 

 1My son, if you will receive my words 

And treasure my commandments within you, 
2 Make your ear attentive to wisdom; 

Incline your heart to understanding. 
3 For if you cry out for insight, 

And [a]raise your voice for understanding; 
4 If you seek her as silver 

And search for her as for hidden treasures; 
5 Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, 
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And discover the knowledge of God. 
6 For the LORD gives wisdom; 

From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 

He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 
8 Guarding the paths of justice, 

And He watches over the way of His godly ones. 
9 Then you will discern righteousness, justice, 

And integrity, and every good path. 
10 For wisdom will enter your heart, 

And knowledge will be delightful to your soul; 
11 Discretion will watch over you, 

Understanding will guard you, 

 

Do you want to walk in righteousness and integrity? Then listen to the call of 

God’s wisdom. Look to the Word for wisdom, not the world.  

Listen to James 1 5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 

gives to all generously and [h]without reproach, and it will be given to him 

Peter was so right when He responded to Christ with - “Lord, to whom shall 

we go? You have words of eternal life. 

 

Paul is praying for mighty and miraculous things when he prays for the 

church to be filled with the knowledge of God and spiritual wisdom and 

understanding! Church we need to pray this for each other! Pray this for 

your family and friends.  

Proverbs 1 personifies godly wisdom, saying that she’s is shouting in the 

streets “Lear from me! Don’t be simple minded! Follow my instruction”   

But church, the world’s wisdom is shouting just as loud. Don’t you want to 

know righteousness, justice, integrity and every good path? Then, as it says 

in Psalm 95 and quoted in Hebrews – “Today if you hear His voice, do not 

harden your hearts!” 

 

Why do we need spiritual wisdom and understanding? 

Let’s look at vs.  

Slide - 10a so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please 

Him in all respects 
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Because I said so! 

 

So who determines what it means to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord? 

The Lord! Why – Because He said so – He’s the creator, we’re the creation. 

He has authority.  

C.S.Lewis quote  

Because we have a sin nature, we are lousy at determining morality.  

With any important moral or spiritual question, we need to ask “where 

stands it written?”  

John 17:17 – sanctify them in the truth, your word is truth. 

2 Timothy 3:16 - All Scripture is inspired by God and beneficial for teaching, 

for rebuke, for correction, for training in righteousness; 

Proverbs 3:5-6  

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

And do not lean on your own understanding. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He will make your paths straight. 

 

If our walk is to be worthy of the Lord, then it should reflect His attributes. 

Righteousness, integrity, compassion, generosity, love.   

 

Notice vs.10 says “walk” or “Live” in a manner worthy of the Lord. These are 

verbs. It’s a call to action!  

 

Christian life is not tubing down the Zumbro river. We’re not just coasting 

through life. Let go and let God is for our fears, and anxieties, not our 

actions. When we become Christians we’re not becoming little robots. We 

make real choices with real consequences. 

Phil 2:12 work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;  

 

Do you want biblical proof that the Christian life takes effort? Look at this 

 



 

Slide - The Christian life is referred to as a race, fight, war and work. 

Gal 5:7 race 

1 Tim 6:12 - fight the good fight 

2 Tim 4:7 fight and race 

Hebrews 12:1race 

1 Cor 9:24-27 race, boxing 

James 1:12 Persevere 

 

The Christian life was never promised as an easy ride. Quite the opposite. 

Remember how Jesus described it using gates.  

Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and 

the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 

through it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and 

there are few who find it. 

 If the Christian life seems pretty easy, then you may not be doing it quite 

right. Does it frustrate you to watch the news and see the sinful direction 

our culture is heading? If so, that’s good, if not, you may be getting pulled 

along with the culture. Several weeks ago Ty said something along the lines 

of “if your church isn’t feeling like it’s counter cultural, then maybe it’s on 

the wide road to destruction” Well I would say the same thing applies 

individually – if your life doesn’t feel the tug of being counter cultural, then 

it’s likely that you’re not living in a manner worthy of the Lord. Two 

important things about the culture though – one – even though we’re 

frustrated, sad, or mad about the way it’s going, it should not surprise us. 

Because if someone doesn’t know Jesus, they can’t help but sin. They’re lost, 

they’re just doing what comes naturally which is to sin. Because of that – we 

should feel compassion. We should have a drive to share the gospel and to 

see it flourish and change lives. So sure we can feel upset and sad, but oh 

how we should pray all the harder! How we should share Jesus whenever we 



can! Be salt, be light! 

 

I know I’ve mostly talked about how our walk should NOT look. So let’s 

head back to the Word for how it SHOULD look.  

Slide - vs. 10b bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God 

 

If we have Spiritual wisdom and Spiritual understanding, what kind of fruit 

should we have? Spiritual! 

 

Slide - Galations 5 
 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control;  

 

I’m only going to unpack a few of these. 

 

Just like we humans don’t determine what “walking in a manner worthy of 

the Lord” looks like. We also cannot determine what these fruit look like.  

 

Love is love.  

Be good for goodness sake.  

 

Love 

Love your neighbor as yourself 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  

Love is self-sacrificing 

1 John 3:16 

We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought 

to lay down our lives for the brothers and sisters. 

Phil 2:3-4 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility 

of mind, regard others as more important than yourselves.   

 

Joy 

This doesn’t mean “happy”, though true godly joy often leads to happiness 

regardless of our circumstances. 

Philippians 2:214-16 
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14 Do all things without complaining or arguments; 15 so that you will prove 

yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in 

the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you [appear 

as lights in the world, 16 holding firmly the word of life, 

John 8:12 Jesus says “I am the light of the world” 

Matthew 5:14 you are the light of the world! let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven. 

 

Matthew 5:13 you are the salt of the earth - Salt of the earth – flavors, 

preserves, and clears a path.  

 

Colossians 4:5 says conduct yourselves with wisdom towards outsiders, 

making the most of every opportunity. 

 
Proverbs 20:7 A righteous man who walks in his integrity— How blessed are 

his sons after him. 

 

We should be trailblazers church! Live godly lives of integrity so that even or 

especially unbelievers will say ”that persons got something special, how do 

they live like that?” 

 

 

Peace 

Phil 4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all [d]comprehension, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Romans 12:18 As far as it depends on you, live at peace with one another 

Are you consistent? Do people wonder “which Doug is gonna show up – 

cheery or agitated? You can’t say “well, I’m consistently agitated. Doesn’t 

that count? No, no it doesn’t! Family walk on eggshells?  Or is your life 

characterized by a peaceful spirit?. Don’t let your feelings lead. Feelings and 

emotions are good, they’re a blessing from God, but they’re supposed to be 

like warning lights on your dashboard, not the driver behind the wheel.  

 

Patience 
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Parents – thermostat not thermometer – Ty – good parenting is rarely 

convenient 

 

Faithfulness 

To God – be in the Word 

Church body, - serve 

Family, - spouses – parents - kids 

Friends – Ty and Lynn at the sculpture  

 

Not Salvation by works – don’t do good works to get saved, we do good 

works to prove we are saved 

 

Ephesians 2 8-10  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; 

and [h]that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, 

so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 

would walk in them. 

 

Gee Doug, Thanks for the huge “bible sized” honey-do list.  

 

Slide - Vs. 11  strengthened with all power, according to [o]His glorious 

might, [p]for the attaining of all steadfastness and [q]patience; 

John !4:16 I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He 

may be with you forever;  

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 

name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I 

said to you. When the helper comes, he will testify about me.  

 

The present tense participle “strengthened” suggests that God’s provision 

of strength is continually available to his people! 

 

Phil 2:13  for it is God who is at work in you, both to desire and to 

work for His good pleasure. 

 

Are we living like Spirit empowered people?  
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Bart Miller 

Driving 35 with a rocket inside, didn’t know what I had.  

1Cor 6:19-20   

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you 

have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. 

 

But how do we get the Spirit in the first place? Let’s finish out our verses 

 Slide - joyously 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us [r]to 

share in the inheritance of the [s]saints in Light. 13 [t]For He rescued us from 

the [u]domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of [v]His 

beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

Hebrews 2:17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so 

that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 

God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

Proptitiation – not just a payment or appeasing God – transfer from wrath to 

favor, from darkness to light 

2 Corinthians 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so 

that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Collin Smith - Jesus will take you where you are, but never leave you where 

you were.  

My marriage 

Slide - Take aways 

Praise God for your salvation - gratitude 

Don’t drift  

Fight the good fight  

Exhort fellow believers  

 

Hebrews 2:1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to [a]what 

we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 

Slide - Hebrews 3 
12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, 
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unbelieving heart [c]that falls away from the living God. 13 But encourage one 

another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you 

will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become 

partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until 

the end, 

 

Slide - Main Idea 

Because of Jesus’ powerful and complete redemptive work, we believers can 

be filled with the knowledge of God and empowered by the Holy Spirit to 

live lives worthy of the Gospel we received.  
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