
LORD OF ALL CREATION AND NEW CREATION
from Colossians 1:15-23

by Nick Wilson

INTRODUCTION

1. Illustration:

Thirteen years ago this January, I embarked on a
once-in-a-lifetime experience. As part of my undergraduate
program, I had the opportunity to study abroad in Jerusalem
for an entire semester. My undergrad was in Bible and what
better way to study the Bible than by doing so in the place
where much of it was written?

As personally and spiritually enriching as it was to hike to
places like St. George's Monastery [see picture], my time in
this program was very spiritually challenging, and in a way I
hadn’t expected.

Modern Israel generally, and Jerusalem especially, is a place
of cultural confluence that doesn’t really exist anywhere else in
the world. As an evangelical Christian I was in the minority
within a minority. Consequently, there weren’t a lot of people
(in the general population) who believed the same as I
believed about Jesus.

What was surprising (and discouraging) was the fact that there
were several other students in my program who also didn’t
share my convictions about Christ. On more than one
occasion, I was told (by a couple fellow students from other
“Christian” universities) how the Bible is a very human book
and is thus problematic at various points.

In one particular theological conversation, I remember being
chided for making the topic “too much about Christ.”

That really got me reeling. Did I miss something here? Have I
lived in a bubble or under a rock my whole life? Aren’t
Christians the people who want to make a big deal about
Christ?

I felt alone. And it was in that moment that the Lord let me to
Colossians. I spent the rest of the semester memorizing
chapter one. These verses 15-23 were especially comforting
to me because they helped me see Christ’s glory in an
otherwise dark time.

Through meditating on this passage, I learned I wasn’t wrong
to make much of Christ. Christians are precisely the kind of
people who believe in and behold the glory of Jesus.

Jesus is a big deal and one of the clearest passages in the
whole Bible about how big a deal Jesus really is is here in
Colossians 1:15-23. We can summarize Paul’s exhortation this
way:

2. Proposition: Because Christ has first place over all things,
continue in the faith by keeping Christ first in your life.

THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST

Last week we learned how we, as Christians, have been called to
“walk in a manner worthy of the Lord'' so that we can please God
in and with every aspect of our lives. Christians purpose to lead
God-pleasing lives not in order to earn a right standing before
Him but because of God’s saving grace. “He has rescued us from
the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son.”
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In this morning’s passage, Paul unpacks who this “beloved Son” is
exactly. Verses 15-20 employ some of the most exalted language
found anywhere in the NT in order to describe the second person
of the Godhead.

Two things before we hop in: first, vv. 15-20 are most likely part of
an early Christian hymn or confessional statement – and it kinda
reads like one in English, but this structure is even more evident
in Greek. These kinds of statements occur in a handful of other
NT passages (c.f. Phil. 2:6; 1 Tim. 3:16) and were used to
succinctly capture key points of Christian teaching.

Christology is the important topic central to these verses.
Clarifying this topic was important because Jesus didn’t fit well
into any well-known theological or philosophical boxes. As a
result many early heresies sprung up which compromised either
Jesus’ full humanity or full divinity. It is likely that there were false
teachings about Jesus’ divinity and authority that motivated Paul’s
inclusion of this early hymn.

Second is that this hymn is essentially composed of two parts,
both of which highlight Christ’s lordship and preeminence, but do
so in two distinct ways. The first is…

1. Christ as Lord of creation (vv. 15-17)

a. He is the image of the invisible God

Both the Old and New testaments affirm that God is spirit
and cannot be seen (Ex. 33:20; Jn. 1:18, 4:24). This was a
fundamentally different understanding of the divine when
compared to other ANE cultures whose gods were often
understood and depicted in terms of animals, humans, or
some combination of the two.

The Hebrew God is different, distinct from creation rather
than merely a divine extension of creation itself. It is the
importance of this distinctiveness that motivates the 2nd
commandment: “You shall not make for yourself a carved
image… you shall not bow down to them or serve them
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God” (Ex. 20:4-5).

If God is invisible, how can we know Him? We know Him,
not through our own conceptions – our own
understanding of what He should be like – we know Him
through His self-disclosure. We know Him only in the ways
in which He has chosen to disclose himself.

Well, how has He done that? God has disclosed himself
through His Word. How do we know God? Look at what
he’s said.

It’s no coincidence that God spoke creation into being.
Consequently, as Ps 19, Rom. 1:20, and other attest,
creation discloses something about who this invisible God
is. God’s speech is also recorded in the Scriptures. His
Word written is the most accessible form of God’s
self-disclosure today, but it isn't the clearest or most
significant form.

The clearest and most glorious form of God’s
self-disclosure is through the Word of God Incarnate,
Jesus Christ. And in this way, Christ is the image of the
invisible God.

In the ANE images were used to represent deities and
kings, and not just in an abstract way, but in a very real
way. To do something for or towards the image was to do
that very thing for or towards whatever being it
represented.
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Jesus Christ is the perfect visible, tangible, expression,
and representation of the Godhead. As such, our
relationship with the image (Jesus) determines our
standing with the divine. By the way, humans are made
in/according to God’s image. Jesus is God’s image

Jesus Christ is totally unique in His relationship to the
Godhead as the image of the invisible, who entered into
creation so that we could know God more fully.

Jesus Christ is also totally unique in His relationship to
creation.

b. The firstborn of all creation

The title of “firstborn of all creation” should not be
understood as “firstborn from among all creation.” The
context makes clear that the term, ‘firstborn’ is best
understood metaphorically, as a way of signifying
privileged status and the inheritance to which one is
entitled. Consider how it’s used in Ps. 89:27: “I will
appoint him [David] to be my firstborn, the most exalted
of the kings of the earth.”

Christ being firstborn of all creation means that His is the
greater David and has a unique status that entitles him to
all things. Why?

i. For by Him all things were created, both in the
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities

Christ is entitled to all creation because he made it all!
Most of it? No all of it! Just the stuff we can see? Nope, visible
and invisible. But not the bad stuff like spiritual powers and

earthly authorities that set themselves against God and His
people - right? Nope, even those have been made as instruments
in Christ’s hands. Even they must submit to His Lordship.

ii. – all things have been created through Him and for
Him

Not only are all things created by and through Christ, but
all created things have been made for Him. Those of you who
know my wife and I know that we enjoy films/movies. And some
of you even refer to me as a film elitist (among other things). I
don’t think I’m too much of an elitist, I just care. I can,
occasionally, be critical of certain movies primarily because of
their stories (or lack thereof). A good story is so important to any
medium because God has hard-wired us to notice and engage at
the narrative level. Why? Because we, all of us, and all creation
are part of God’s story! God is telling a cosmic story and we get
to be a part of it.

But we’re who the story is about. It’s not about us. It’s about God
in Christ Jesus. All things are by, through, and for Him.

Because Christ created everything, and everything created is for
him, he has supreme rights over all that exists.

c. He is before all things

Not only is Christ privileged over all creation as the
firstborn, he also existed before any of it was created. Though
‘before all things’ can be read in terms of rank, Paul only uses this
kind of construction in its temporal sense. Simply put: “Christ
existed before creation itself” (Moo, p. 125).

This is an important point because in the Bible, there are only two
categories of things: creator and creation. So, if Christ existed
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prior to the second category (creation), which category is He in?
The first: creator. God didn’t create something (Christ) that would
then go on to create other things. God existed eternally prior to
creation and the eternally pre-existing Son of God was the person
through which the Godhead created.

But that’s not all. Not only did Christ exist prior to creation, not
only did He give every created thing its start, He is now the only
reason why anything exists in this moment.

d. And In Him all things hold together

There are an estimated 7 octillion atoms that comprise the
average human body. That’s a seven with 27 zeros. Hard to even
fathom that number. And Christ is holding and sustaining each
one moment to moment.

Theoretical physics cannot fully explain our universe - why it is the
way it is. The best modern philosophy and man-made religion
cannot make sense of it. The only thing that can make sense of
the world and our place in it is the person of Christ revealed to us
through His Word.

Christ is the Lord of all creation.

But that’s not the only thing this confession affirms. It also
affirms…

2. Christ as Lord of New Creation (vv. 18-20)

a. He is also the head of the body, the church

Here we find another metaphor, but this one does not
depict Christ’s relationship to creation, but to the New Creation.
Specifically His church, of which He, as its head, is its governing

and life-sustaining member. The following verses unpack this
reality.

b. And He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead

The New Creation, which God is bringing about, starts
with Christ. Since Genesis 3, all creation has been subject to
God’s curse for Adam’s sin. Part of that curse also included a
promise to conquer Satan through one of Eve’s offspring. The
New Creation is what God is doing, through Christ, to overcome
evil and restore all things.

This restoration officially began with the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. In this way, Christ is the firstborn – the privileged one,
both in terms of rank and time – with respect to the dead. His
resurrection from the dead inaugurated a new era in which
anyone who believes on Christ, “though he may die, yet shall he
live” (Jn. 11:25)

Jesus may have been the first to rise from the dead in the New
Creation, but He won't be the last!

Christ is the Head of the Church, the beginning, the first born
from the dead. But to what end?

i. So that He Himself will come to have first place in
everything

As we saw earlier, all things are already for Christ. There is
purpose and direction woven into every fabric of the created
realm. And yet, there’s a sense in which Christ’s “first place-ness”
(not first among many, but first over all) is not yet fully seen. We
are still waiting for the glorious day in which the Father will put all
of Christ’s enemies under His feet (Ps. 110:1; Heb. 10:13).

4



Christ’s resurrection put in motion something that cannot
be undone: the future, visible display of Christ’s absolute rule over
the New Creation.

Why did the Father want the Son to have first place in
everything?

ii. For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the
fullness to dwell in Him

The Father purposed the Son’s preeminence in all things
because it pleased Him. It delights the Father that the Son is fully
God. Only God deserves all the glory, power, and authority. And
if the fullness of God’s being did not dwell in Jesus, He wouldn’t
be worthy of that preeminent status. But, the Son is God in every
way that the Father is God. Therefore, Christ is worthy of the
same glory, honor, and authority as the Father.

And it was at the Father’s pleasure to hold up the Son of God
incarnate as the visible person before whom every knee will bow
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and to whom every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God
the Father.

It pleased the Father to have the Son share in the fullness of His
divinity. It also pleased the Father to lay the groundwork for true,
eschatelogical peace.

iii. And through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,
having made peace through the blood of His cross –
whether on earth or in heaven

While it’s true that those who have confessed Christ as
Lord are reconciled to God through the cross of Christ, this verse
probably doesn’t have personal salvation in mind. If it did, it

would be affirming a universal salvation totally foreign to the rest
of the NT. Instead, it’s best to understand the reconciliation as a
future cosmic peace, consistent with the previous affirmation
about the yet-to-be-realized visible preeminence of Christ. In
short: the Father, through Christ, has (and will) reconcile all
creation, bringing all things into cosmic harmony with the
absolute reign of Jesus.

Christ is Lord of all creation and Lord of all New Creation.

3. Christ as Lord of your redemption (vv. 21-23)

Wooh, that’s a lot of Christology. What do these affirmations have
to do with me?

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind,
engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His
fleshly body through death,

There are only two kinds of people: those who are
alienated from God, hostile towards God, and doing evil and
those who were alienated, hostile evil-doers. The only difference
between the former and the latter is Christ’s reconciling work to
bring us to himself.

I’ve never had a broken bone, but I have had the joy of witnessing
others break their bones. An oblique, displaced bone fracture is
when one part of a bone breaks and separates from the other
part(s). Oftentimes you can see these breaks under the skin.
Sometimes they puncture the skin itself. Kinda gross right?

Well that’s what sin does. That’s us apart from Christ. We are a
broken bone, separated from God, needing to be realigned with
and reconciled to Him.
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Jesus’ death paid the penalty for our hostile, evil deeds and sets
our broken lives in line with God’s redeeming purposes.

in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and
beyond reproach—

Instead of alienated, hostile in mind, and engaged in evil
deeds, those who are in Christ are on the road to becoming holy,
blameless, and beyond reproach. Isn’t that awesome? It’s not the
other way around. We aren’t holy in order to be reconciled and
aligned rightly to God. We are reconciled so that we can be holy!

Christ’s work on our behalf should motivate every believer along
the road of holiness as we’re being conformed into the image
Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:29).

This road of holiness isn’t an easy one. Nor is its destination
guaranteed for everyone who appears to profess Christ. For this
reason, Paul includes this warning:

If indeed you continue in the faith

Sin is a deceitful thing, and our hearts are inclined towards
sin. And so it is very possible to deceive ourselves into thinking
we are in a right relationship with God only to fail to persevere in
the faith over the long-term.

We need to heed these warnings and take them very seriously.
No one will enter into the blessed presence of God unless he/she
perseveres in this life.

What are we to continue or persevere in? Continue in the faith

While it’s true that persevering as a Christian means behaving and
acting in a way that honors God, Paul’s primary concern here is
that the Christians in Colossae would persevere and continue in

orthodox Christian teaching.

I think the fact that Paul calls us to persevere is actually kind of
encouraging, isn’t it? If you’ve ever felt like keeping the faith is
difficult, you’re not alone. If it wasn’t a common experience, Paul
wouldn’t have mentioned it here. But he does because,
sometimes, maintaining our Christian convictions is hard – and
increasingly requires sacrifice in our day.

How do we do this? By being 1) firmly established and steadfast
and 2) not moved away from the hope of the gospel

Just like a cast is able to protect and set a broken bone, so too is
God’s Word written able to protect and set our steps on the path
to holiness. There are lots of voices that call out for your
allegiance, that will call out to distract you away from the
immovable hope that you have in the gospel. We guard our
hearts from these voices, not by trying to ignore them, but by
turning up the volume on God’s Word.

Know God’s written Word. Read it. Study it. And surround yourself
with those who do likewise.

I’d like to do something a little different. Confessions like the one
in our passage were meant to be recited, individually and as a
community. So, before Nick comes up to lead us in communion,
I’d like for us to recite verses 15-20 together.

Let’s stand as we read.

So church, persevere and continue in these things! Christ has first
place over all things; persevere by keeping Christ first in your life.
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