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Part 1: Understanding 
the Scriptures



James 2:1-13
1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and 
fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby 
clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who 
wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while 
you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my 
feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and 
become judges with evil thoughts? 



James 2:1-13
5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which 
he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored 
the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the 
ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who 
blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?



James 2:1-13
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you 
show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law 
as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
one point has become guilty of all of it. 



James 2:1-13
11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those 
who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is 
without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs 
over judgment. 



What is partiality?



Προσωπολημψία - An idiom 
lit. trans. to accept a face



Leviticus 19:15
You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to 
the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you 
judge your neighbor.

Proverbs 24:23-25
These also are sayings of the wise. Partiality in judging is 
not good. 



Acts 10:28, 34
28And [Peter] said to them, “You yourselves know how 
unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of 
another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call 
any person common or unclean… Truly I understand that 
God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.”



Partiality:
Treating someone 
better than another for 
superficial reasons.



Prejudice:
Treating someone 
more poorly than 
another for superficial 
reasons.



What’s the problem?



Both partiality and 
prejudice require 
evaluating others on the 
basis of appearances



Prejudice Partiality



Both partiality and 
prejudice make unjust 
distinctions, thereby 
undermining God’s 
authority



James 2:4
…have you not then made distinctions among yourselves 
and become judges with evil thoughts?

Galatians 3:28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.



“Do not judge by 
appearances, but judge 
with right judgment” 
- Jesus (John 7:24)



Part 2: Understanding 
our cultural moment



Critical Social Theories
An introduction to Cultural Marxism



Critical Theory: 
An interdisciplinary project 
that aims to liberate humanity 
from oppressive Western 
norms.



Types of Critical Theory:
Critical race theory
Gender studies
Queer theory
Feminist theory
Critical legal studies
Liberation theology
Literary criticism



Georg Hegel (1770-1831)

THESIS

ANTITHESISSYNTHESIS

Hegelian Dialectic



Karl Marx 
(1818-1883)

Oppressor 
(Bourgeoisie)

Oppressed
(Proletariat)

Goal: liberation through revolution 

Oppressor/Oppressed Dichotomy



Karl Marx on religion 
“Religious suffering is, at one and the same time, the expression of real 
suffering and a protest against real suffering. Religion is the sigh of the 
oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of 
soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people.”

“The abolition of religion as the illusory happiness of the people is the 
demand for their real happiness. To call on them to give up their 
illusions about their condition is to call on them to give up a condition 
that requires illusions. The criticism of religion is, therefore, in embryo, 
the criticism of that vale of tears of which religion is the halo.”

Taken from the introduction to Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right, d. 1843



Institute for Marxism Social Research (f. 1929)



Antonio Gramsci 
(1891-1937)

“The state was only an outer ditch, 
behind which there stood a powerful 
system of fortresses.”

“Any country grounded in 
Judeo-Christian values can’t be 
overthrown until those roots are cut … 
Socialism is precisely the religion that 
must overwhelm Christianity… In the new 
order, Socialism will triumph by first 
capturing the culture via infiltration of 
schools, universities, churches and the 
media by transforming the 
consciousness of society” (Prison 
Notebooks, c. 1920).



Gramsci’s Cultural Hegemony
The dominating set of norms that comprise 
a culture’s status quo.



Herbert Marcuse 
(1898-1979)

The goal of sexual liberation is to, 
“make the human body an 
instrument of pleasure rather than 
labor” (Eros and Civiliziation, xv)

“The road to ‘higher culture’ leads 
through the true love of boys.” (211)

“Today the fight for life, the fight for 
Eros, is the political fight.” (xxv)

The intellectual that sparked 
the Sexual Revolution



Herbert Marcuse 
(1898-1979)

Tolerance cannot be indiscriminate and equal with respect to the 
contents of expression, neither in word nor in deed; it cannot 
protect false words and wrong deeds which demonstrate that 
they contradict and counteract the possibilities of liberation. Such 
indiscriminate tolerance is justified in harmless debates, in 
conversation, in academic discussion; it is indispensable in the 
scientific enterprise, in private religion. 

Marcuse’s “Repressive Tolerance”

Taken from Repressive Tolerance, 88



Herbert Marcuse 
(1898-1979)

But society cannot be indiscriminate where the pacification of 
existence, where freedom and happiness themselves are at 
stake: here, certain things cannot be said, certain ideas cannot be 
expressed, certain policies cannot be proposed, certain 
behaviour cannot be permitted without making tolerance an 
instrument for the continuation of servitude.

Marcuse’s “Repressive Tolerance” cont.

Taken from Repressive Tolerance, 88



https://freebeacon.com/campus/hundreds-of-yale-law-students-disrupt-bipartisan-free-speech-event/


4 Core Dogmas of Critical Theories



(1) Reductionistic historiography
There are always at least two 
opposing, socially-constructed 
groups in conflict with one 
another (oppressor vs. 
oppressed)

Oppressor

Oppressed







(2) Intersectionality
Individuals at the 
intersection of different 
oppressed groups 
experience oppression in a 
unique way*

*Neil Shenvi, https://shenviapologetics.com
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(3) Privileging lived experience

Lived experience > Objective evidence

Ideas are evaluated, not on 
their merits, but by the 
number of oppressed social 
groups with which the 
espouser identifies.



(4) Liberation through “social justice”
The revolutionary imperative to dismantle 
and tear down hegemonic norms in order 
to secure equal outcomes (i.e. “equity”)

● White supremacy/Whiteness/White privilege
● The Patriarchy
● Heteronormativity





https://unwokenarrative.com/equity-vs-equality/


https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/state-advanced-math-equity
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/state-advanced-math-equity


President Biden on why he 
nominated Ketanji Jackson to the 
Supreme Court
Brian Cohen: “You had a number of qualified 
candidates to choose from; why did you 
ultimately go with [Ms. Jackson]?”

President Biden: “Well, several reasons. 
Number one, I committed two years ago… [to] 
name the first African-American woman to the 
Supreme Court because I think the court should 
look like the country… That’s number one, 
number two, she’s brilliant.”

(Feb. 26, 2022, YouTube, source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KutIWGd2fk8&ab_channel=BrianTylerCohen)



Justification for “social justice”
1. Entity (e) is associated with unfavorable outcomes for 

group (g) in a society

2. e is also associated with favorable outcomes for non-g 
groups

3. Therefore, e is guilty of oppressing g

4. Therefore, g must be liberated by dismantling e such 
that equal outcomes are secured for all groups 



Prejudice Partiality
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CT’s “social justice” is 
nothing more than 
sanctioned partiality in 
the service of Marxism



“Do not judge by 
appearances, but judge 
with right judgment” 
- Jesus (John 7:24)



Thanks so much!

Link to slideshow


