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One of the things I have found more difficult to do here at Trinity than 

when I did when I was a pastor in small town churches is get to know 

others. So, I thought would takes some time to get to know you this 

morning. [Tell us about yourself? What has God called you to do? What 

has called Trinity EFC to do?] Just kidding!! 

 

Let me read a couple of verses: Galatians 5:13, 1 Peter 4:10. I believe it 

is biblically clear that God has called each one of us who believe in 

Jesus to serve one another for the spiritual benefit of each other with 

the power of God for the glory of God. Serving God is our God-given 

responsibility.  

 

Colossians 1:24-2:5 are Paul’s reflections on his calling and purpose in 

light of the dangers facing the Colossian church. In Paul’s case his 

calling was a calling to take the Gospel to the Gentiles and disciple the 

converts. His words about his calling are loaded with principles about 

the nature and purposes of our calling. In his reflections we can find the 

essential truths of serving Jesus and one another. So, this morning I 

want to give you Eight aspects of Being a Servant of Jesus. 

 

1. Serving is risky [24] Serving Jesus and the Gospel carries inherent 

risk. Sometimes the risk is greater and sometimes lesser but it is always 

a possibility. Both the New Testament record and church history bear 

that out. We must be ready to experience that risk. Verse 24 is difficult. 

What does Paul mean when he says that “I am filling up what is lacking 

in Christ’s afflictions. What it cannot mean I that Christ’s sufferings on 

the cross for our sins were not sufficient to atone for our sins. [This 

Greek word is never used in the New Testament for the death and 



sufferings of Jesus.] Look at it this way. Without boring you with the 

semantic of Greek grammar let me suggest two ideas. The first 

translation would read “afflictions for Christ.” Let me attempt to 

illustrate.  

 

[Barrel # 1] A second way to translate is “afflictions of Christ; This would 

point to the close union between Christ and the believer. Our afflictions 

for his sake become his afflictions. What we feel he feels. As Paul 

suffered afflictions, Jesus considered them his afflictions. As we might 

put it today, “He feels our pain.”  

 

[Barrel # 2] Taking the Gospel to people so they might receive Christ as 

Savior and become a part of God’s church is risky. Are you and willing 

to engage in this risky behavior? 

 

2. Serving is a calling. [25] The word Paul uses here to describe his 

calling is “stewardship.” It means the plan and purpose God has for 

someone, his commission or appointment. This commission has God’s 

authorization. It carries responsibility, authority, and needed abilities. 

Each of us has a God-given commission to use our abilities and 

opportunities to the sake of the Gospel and the church. What has God 

commissioned you to do?  by: opportunities, gifting, our passion, and 

the affirmation of the church. 

 

3. Christian serving has an incredible message to proclaim. [26-27] 

 

a) It is a mystery. [26, 27, 2:2] 

This does not mean it is mysterious or impossible to understand. The 

word mystery in the Bible means: truth which was once hidden which 

has now been unveiled. It is truth that was hidden during the many 

generations of the Old Testament period. It is truth which is incredibly 

rich as Paul puts it “the of the glory of this mystery.” 



b) What is this mystery?  “Christ in you, our glorious hope.”  In chapter 

3:2 he condenses it down to one word. Christ. What is our hope? Hope 

is our confident expectation for the future based on the promises of 

God. What is our confidence? It is our union with the indwelling Christ. 

We are so united with him that all that he accomplished on the cross is 

ours. All that he will do in the future is ours. 

 

We will participate with him in eternal glory. What a prospect! 

 

4. Serving has a central focus. [28] 

What is the central focus of our lives? Paul states in the first word of 

verse 28. Him.  It is not about you or me or Pastor Ty or our worship 

team or elders; it is about Jesus. He is our message. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:2 

 

5. Serving has a vital purpose [28] 

Why do we do all the things we do at Trinity? Why do we warn against 

sin and wrong thinking? Why do we teach the Bible every week? 

To create mature followers of Jesus who reflect his character and 

engage in his mission. In 2:2 he lays out some characteristics of that 

spiritual maturity: spiritually confident people, people who are knitted 

together in love and ones having assurance of the truthfulness of what 

they believe and practice. In 2:5 he describes this maturity as living in 

good order [morally] and being firm and steadfast in God’s truth which 

is treasure found in our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

6.  Serving takes both God’s incredible power and significant effort on 

our part. [29-2:1] 

 

There are two errors to avoid. First thinking we can sit back and let God 

do it. The second is thinking we can accomplish anything without God. 

[John 15:5, 2 Corinthians 2:5-6a] 



Look at verse 1. What kind of struggle had Paul engaged in for the 

Colossians and Laodiceans? He hadn’t been there and had only met a 

few of them. I would suggest that here he is talking about a prayer 

struggle. [4:12] 

 

As someone put it: Work as if no prayer would help and pray as if no 

work would help. 

 

7. Serving is necessary [4] 

Those in Colossae who had heard the Gospel were in danger of being 

deceived by false teachers. It is this danger which Paul will spell out in 

Chapter 2. Nothing has changed; spiritual danger and deception is still 

present today. Serving one another is still vital. 

 

8. Serving is satisfying [5, 24] 

This paragraph begins and ends with the same thought. How can Paul 

say that he rejoices when he is dogged-tired and persecuted? 

He knows it is worthwhile. The objective of leading people to Jesus and 

helping them row to Christlike maturity is of ultimate value.  [couple] 

We are not primarily teachers, accountants, builders, engineers, 

doctors, students, office mangers, farmers, retired senior citizens or 

even parents.  We have been commissioned as servants of Jesus Christ, 

servants of the Gospel, and servants of one another for Christ’s sake for 

eternal purposes. 

 

Are we ready to serve? 

 

 

 


