
 

Colossians 2:6-15 

The Sufficiency of Jesus Christ for Living the Christian Life 

 

I would like to invite you to a seminar I have developed. It is based on a 

revelation I received directly from God. God told me to tell people 

about a new approach to experiencing God. The Seminar is entitled 

“Beyond Christianity.” Through this seminar you will receive insight into 

a spiritual reality you have not yet experienced. You will discover 

resources within your own mind that can take you far beyond anything 

you have experienced as a mere Christian. You will share in an 

encounter with the living God Himself which will empower and energize 

your mind to enjoy a new level of God-consciousness as you will be able 

to think God’s thoughts and find power to heal others, both body and 

soul. Are you ready to sign up? I hope not. I hope you realize that I’m 

just putting you on. 

 

There are many today who claim they have some deeper experience of 

God that we are all missing. They imply that having Jesus Christ as Lord 

and Savior is not enough; we need something more. The believers at 

Colossae in the first generation of the church were hearing the same 

message. They were told that Christ was not enough. They needed to 

make contact with other spiritual powers and practice certain 

disciplines and rituals to experience the fullness of God. For both the 

Colossians and for us Paul has a message we need to hear. 

In Jesus Christ we have all we need. Our connection with him is 

enough. We can be assured of his sufficiency by who he is and what 

he has accomplished for us  

 

1. Living a Christ-centered life is consistent with our salvation. V. 6 

Paul may be comparing the means of salvation and the Christian life or 

the realm of salvation and Christian living. He may be saying, “You 

received Jesus Christ the Lord and the salvation he provided by faith, so 



live out your Christian life by faith in him and not by human rules and 

thinking.” However in the structure of the Greek text the word Lord is 

emphasized. The realm of salvation is Jesus Christ the Lord. So we are 

to keep on living in his realm, under the Lordship of Jesus. 

 

2. In living a Christ-centered life we must be careful not to be 

deceived by any teaching which would turn from Jesus or tell us that 

he is not enough. V.7-9 

 

Paul says, “Since your faith is rooted in Christ, and you are being built 

up upon him as your foundation, and are being established in the 

Christ-faith and have been taught the Christ-truth, and you are 

overflowing with gratitude to God for your salvation which is in him, 

see to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit. 

The dangers that confront us are ideas and teachings which are against 

Christ, contrary to what God’s says about him. Paul does not spell out 

the content of the teaching which was confronting the Colossian church 

until v. 16-23, but he does comment on its nature which showed the 

same characteristics of any false religion. 

 

1) False religion is a philosophy of empty deception which will capture 

and enslave the one who follows it. A philosophy is a way of thinking, 

an outlook on the nature and purpose of life and reality that 

determines how we live our lives. Empty deception is a bankrupt way of 

thinking that is empty of truth and value. 

 

 It only deceives its adherents and enslaves them in falsehood. 

 

 

2) The sources of false religion are the traditions of men, human 

generated ideas handed down from generation to generation.  

 



3) The inspiration of false teaching is the elemental spirits, demonic 

spirit beings. the pagans associated their gods with the elements of 

nature, so Paul calls these demons elemental spirits] Satan’s evil angels 

are behind false religion. 

 

4)  Its relationship to Christ.  False religion is unconnected to the truth 

about Jesus and it is not from Jesus. Human philosophies and religions 

are not connected to the truth about Jesus Christ. 

There is no doubt about the reality that we too face the challenge of 

deception. Our loyalty and trust in Jesus Christ are under attack. What 

are some of these philosophies attacking us today? 

 

a) Humanism.  A philosophy that says that the advancement of 

human life on this earth is the whole purpose of life. God is a 

myth; only man matters. 

b) Materialism. The whole purpose of life is to acquire things. 

c) Hedonism. The purpose of life is just to have a good time 

d) New Age Philosophy. God is not a personal being but an 

impersonal force. We are all a part of God. We have to find our 

godhead inside of ourselves. Jesus was merely a man who 

attained God-consciousness. 

e) State-ism. The belief that all of our problems can be solved by the 

government without Jesus. 

f) Cults which distort what the Bible teaches about Jesus. 

 

3. Who Jesus is and what he has already accomplished for us should 

convince us that he is all that we need when we are connected to him. 

V. 9-15 

 

1) Jesus Christ is the fullness of God. V. 9 He is not just some semi-deity 

as the mystic religions of that day were teaching. He is not just an ideal 

of goodness that we may follow as liberal theologians proclaim, or one 

who leads us into godhead as the Mormons assert or one of the 



prophets as say the Muslims. He is God the Son. All that God is Jesus is. 

He is the full measure of everything God is. Jesus Christ is God in bodily 

form. He took upon himself humanity. He became a person to die for 

our sins. He is as adequate as God the Father, infinitely adequate to 

accomplish everything he has planned and will to do. 

 

2) We are complete in him V. 10.  

 

Note the number of times Paul uses the phrase “in him” or “with him” 

is these verses. By faith we have been connected with Christ and with 

what he did. We need not seek any other spiritual power or fear any 

other spiritual power because he has authority over all powers. And we 

have him completely.  

 

3) We are identified with his death and resurrection. V. 11-12. 

 

 (a) With his death. The circumcision of Christ in verse 11 refers to his 

death, the cutting off of his life, his separation from his fleshly body.  In 

him we were cut off from the guilt of our sins, from its power to 

condemn and control over us. What we were as sinners, condemned 

and under the penalty of sin, was cut away  or circumcised from us. 

 

(b) We are identified with his burial. v. 12a. Paul is not teaching that 

baptism saves us. Baptism pictures our identification with Christ. Just as 

Christ’s burial demonstrated the reality of his death, so our baptism is a 

public proclamation of our identification with Christ by faith in his 

death. Baptism is part of what believers do in conjunction with their 

conversion. 

 

(c) We are identified with his resurrection. v.12b. In his resurrection we 

were raised to eternal life, to resurrection life. By faith we participate in 

what he accomplished by his death, burial, and resurrection. It became 

ours. 



In verses 13-15 Paul lays out the results of our identification with Him in 

his death, burial, and resurrection. 

 

d) We have been forgiven and given eternal life. v. 13. 

 

e) The verdict of guilt against us has been canceled. V. 14. The verdict 

was guilty. The penalty was eternal death. [Romans 6:23].  The moral 

law of God demanded the just sentence of death. Jesus’ death in our 

place for our sins canceled that guilty verdict.  God’s holy wrath against 

sin was satisfied. Reconciliation with God was made possible. 

 

f) The Satanic forces of evil lost their power over us. He triumphed over 

the oppressive forces of the enemy. v.15. The picture is of a Roman 

general parading the defeated soldiers of his enemies through Rome, 

naked and in chains. So the forces of Satan were defeated by the work 

of Christ. 

 

My friends, have you connected yourself to Jesus and all that he 

accomplished? There is no other way to God than by what Jesus 

accomplished on the cross. No other needed truth.  No other name is 

adequate.  No other rituals or man-made rules. Turn in faith to Jesus 

from anything else. Put your trust in him alone. 

 

Brothers and Sisters, we need nothing but Jesus Christ our Lord. In him 

is found all that we need for life and godliness as Peter puts it in 2 Peter 

1:3. No other purpose is worth living for than to please him. No other 

power can enable us than his indwelling presence.  Live in his strength. 

Live in his promises. Live in dependent obedience to his word.  


