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This morning we are concluding our study of the book of Colossians, a letter 

that Paul has written from prison to strengthen and encourage the church 

to stand firm in the gospel and to not be dissuaded by false teaching that 

undermines the sufficiency of the gospel. Paul’s intent is for the Colossians 

(and us) to find our steadfastness in the supremacy of Christ and the 

sufficiency of His gospel.  

 

But of course, the supremacy of Christ is contested in this world and until 

He returns, it means that the church will find itself in conflict with the forces 

of darkness and the ideologies of this world. And when the church finds 

itself under the pressure of persecution (which will increase in these latter 

days), the only way for the church to stand is to stand together and when it 

does, the gospel can continue to advance, changing lives, even in the midst 

of the most adverse circumstances.  

 

One pastor from Marxist Angola described how their struggle with 

government oppression caused the church to grow stronger. He said,  

“The government does what it needs to do. The church does what it 

needs to do. If we go to jail for being the church, we shall go to jail. 

Jail is a wonderful place for Christian evangelism. Our church made 

some of its most dramatic gains during the revolution when so 

many of us were in jail. In jail, you have everyone there, in one 

place. You have time to preach and teach. Sure, twenty thousand of 

our…pastors were killed during the revolution, but we came out of 

jail a much larger and stronger church.”1 

 

When a church multiplies like this under persecution, it takes every member 

of body standing together, each person holding fast to Christ and the 

gospel, much like we see in Colossians 4 as Paul was in prison. The summary 

 
1 Bishop Emilio de Carvalho quoted by David Garland, “NIV Application 

Commentary: Colossians, pg. 289.  

of today’s message is that We must each take heed to fulfill the ministry 

that God has entrusted to us for the progress of the gospel.  

 

As we come to these last 12 verses of Colossians, Paul’s intent is not to 

teach a particular doctrine or practice. He simply gives final words of 

personal greeting or commendation. So, should we just pass over these 

verses as irrelevant? I once heard a wise pastor say to a gathering of 

pastors, “everything teaches.” Everything you do or don’t do. The way you 

respond or react to a challenging situation. It all teaches something. In that 

sense, Paul is teaching us by his example. Furthermore,  2 Tim 3:16 says that 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be 

adequate, equipped for every good work.” So these verses are most 

certainly relevant to us as we learn from Paul’s example.  

 

As Paul sends warm greetings to those who share the joy and sacrifice of 

gospel ministry and in the process as he sets up a number of individuals as 

examples to the church, perhaps his words of encouragement to Archippus 

in vs. 17 best summarize the application of this passage: “Take heed to the 

ministry that you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”  

 

We have no idea precisely what ministry God had entrusted to Archippus 

(evangelizing, teaching, church planting?). But take note that Paul did not 

say he received a ministry from the Lord, but a ministry in the Lord. When 

you are born again, essentially and inseparably joined to Jesus, you are in 

Christ, He is in You, and your life becomes an extension of His ministry to 

others.  

 

So don’t get caught in the trap of saying, “I don’t have a ministry.” If you are 

in Christ, your ministry is to serve Jesus in all you do and represent Him 

wherever you go. Sometimes it will be in the quiet attitudes of your heart 

and sometimes it will be by intentionally serving others, and other times 

speaking in ways that relate the gospel to another person’s life.  

 



Furthermore, our ministry is not just what we do for Jesus or even what we 

do on behalf of Jesus, but rather what we do in Him—in conjunction with 

His enabling power. So ministry is our relationship with Jesus worked out to 

the benefit of other people. And the core of all ministry is the gospel—

inviting others into a life-giving relationship with Jesus.  

 

Paul’s final words of greeting give us four reminders of how the gospel 

advances through God’s people.  

 

1. The gospel advances through the affectionate teamwork of 

believers working together. 

 

We see this at several levels. First notice that Paul is by no means working 

alone. Paul commends or greets ten other individuals as co-laborers for the 

gospel. Notice the affectionate way in which Paul speaks of them. For 

example:  

 Tychicus: beloved brother, faithful servant, fellow bondservant (7) 

 Onesimus: faithful and beloved brother (9) 

 Aristarchus: fellow prisoner (10) 

 Mark and Justus: fellow workers (10-11) 

 Epaphras: bondslave of Jesus Christ (12) 

Even when Paul sends greetings on behalf of others, like Luke and Demas in 

vs. 14, greetings by nature are an expression of affection.  

 

When Paul uses terms like “fellow prisoner” (10) or “fellow workers” (11) 

notice that Paul does not view his co-laborers as underlings but essential co-

workers for the Lord. He sees them as essential team players. Take Tychicus 

in vs. 7 for example. The three terms that Paul uses of Tychicus as “our 

beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow bond-servant” give Tychicus 

the highest commendation. And while most of us know very little about 

him, we know from other NT references that he was an essential teammate 

for Paul. Not only did he deliver Paul’s letters to Colossae and Ephesus (Eph 

6:12; 2Tim 4:12) and likely the letter to Philemon, he also accompanied Paul 

on his trip to Jerusalem to take the collection to the poor saints (Acts 20:4) 

and he visited Titus on behalf of Paul (Titus 3:12).  

 

So often the most significant ministry happens through those who receive 

little recognition—especially in this day of internet celebrities. Like Nympha, 

who has a church meeting in her home (15). We don’t know exactly where 

she lived or even the extent of her ministry, but we know she was an 

essential link to the progress of the gospel as she welcomed believers into 

her home to grow together and share the gospel with others.  

 

In addition to these personal partnerships in the gospel we also see 

evidence of nearby churches supporting one another like the churches of 

Colossae, Laodicea, and Ephesus (16). Yet, perhaps the most impressive 

example of affectionate partnership for the gospel shows up in the 

comradery of Jews and Gentiles working together to make the gospel 

known. We know from vs. 11 that Aristarchus, Mark, and Justus were Jews 

that have joined Paul in ministering to the Gentiles—that’s 

countercultural—while many of the others mentioned here are Gentile 

converts that had joined in the ministry of the gospel. If we truly want to 

see ethnic tensions and divisions overcome in our society, then we must be 

devoted to sharing the gospel with all people. Only in the church can people 

from every background gather with true unity under the grace and reign of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

The need for the church to practice affectionate teamwork for the gospel 

has not changed. We need to pray together, serve together, and do life 

together. The ministry does not merely lie on the shoulders of a few, but 

rather is the privilege of every believer to tell others about the grace that 

they themselves have received from the Lord.  

 

2. The progress of the gospel is entrusted to faithful, yet fallible 

people (9, 10, 14).  

 

I’ve already mentioned how Paul has described many of these men: faithful 

servant, fellow prisoner, fellow workers. These are brothers who not only 

served sacrificially alongside Paul but at times went to prison with him and 

as a result were a great source of comfort and encouragement to Paul (11). 

Imagine the endearment that Paul had toward Aristarchus who bravely 

endured the riots in Ephesus with him (Acts 19:29). 



Yet the gospel was not only entrusted to faithful men who would be tested 

through all kinds of affliction, it was also entrusted to fallible men who 

would not always handle their trials well. Three of the men mentioned here 

remind us of our human weakness and our need to remain vigilant in our 

faithfulness.  

First, is Onesimus (9, cf. Philemon). He was a runaway slave that had 

rebelled against his master and probably met Paul in prison where he was 

converted to Christ. The principle that we see illustrated in Onesimus’s life is 

that men err, but the gospel redeems. And don’t miss that fact that Paul 

does not refer to Onesimus as a slave here, but as “our faithful, beloved 

brother.” Onesimus has a new identity, not as a mere slave to man but as a 

brother in Christ, a child of God. Notice in vs. 9 that Paul says Onesimus “is 

one of your number.” He’s now a part of the church! And so transforming 

was the gospel in Onesimus’s life, that he was willing to go back to be 

reconciled to Philemon not only as his master but now as his brother in 

Christ. The gospel redeems!  

Furthermore, the gospel reconciles. We are reminded of this in Paul’s 

mention of Mark in vs. 10. This appears to be John Mark who accompanied 

Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey but deserted them along 

the way (Acts 15:38). As a result, Paul refused to take Mark on the second 

missionary journey. Paul and Barnabas had such a sharp disagreement 

about this that they went separate ways. However, they were later 

reconciled and Paul’s instructions in vs. 10 to “welcome him” when he 

comes, affirms this reconciliation. The principle here is clear: men err, but 

the gospel reconciles!  

Finally, we have the example of Demas in vs. 14. Paul simply sends greetings 

from Demas, but we know that later on Demas also stumbled in his 

faithfulness and deserted Paul.  Paul wrote in 2Tim 4:10, “Demas, having 

loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica.”  

This along with Paul’s encouragement to Archippus in vs. 17 to fulfill his 

ministry is a good reminder for us to pray for ourselves and each other to 

stay faithful on the road of the gospel, especially when it gets costly.  

When you pour into someone’s life only for that person to turn away from 

following Christ, don’t let the discouragement take you into the same ditch 

of giving up. Remember, People err but the gospel redeems and reconciles. 

We don’t know if Demas ever returned to the road of discipleship (some 

people will and some won’t), but we do know from John Mark’s experience 

that we should not ultimately give up on someone because they stumble.  

3. The progress of the gospel is advanced through those who labor in 

prayer (12-13).  

 

[12-13] Earnest prayer comes from deep care and the conviction that a 

relationship with Christ is the most essential need in every person’s life. 

May the Lord give us this same kind of weighty care for people combined 

with a strong vision of what the gospel can accomplish in them.  

 

Epaphras, remember, was the one who first introduced the Colossians to 

the gospel and planted the church there. But his present absence from 

Colossae did not diminish his concern for the believers’ progress. Rather he 

“always labored earnestly” in prayer for them. The sense here is that he 

wrestled in prayer. Paul uses the same word that is used in Luke 22:44 of 

how Jesus agonized in prayer in Gethsemane. Epaphras had such deep 

concern for the Colossians who were being influenced by false teachers, 

that he could not bring himself to stop praying strenuously for them.  

 

Epaphras’ prayer in vs. 12 is that they would stand mature and fully assured 

in the will of God—that they would not lose confidence in the supremacy of 

Christ and the sufficiency of the gospel. This is consistent with the message 

of Colossians and Paul’s own prayer for the believers in chapter 1 to be 

“filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding so that they will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord…” (1:9-

10). Epaphras wanted the Colossians to be so convinced of the supremacy 

of Christ and the sufficiency of His work, that they would not pollute their 

faith with man-made philosophies but solely rely on Christ.  

 

Trinity, let’s take every opportunity to be a praying church for the sake of 

the gospel. Not only for the sake of evangelism, but for the gospel to 

become deeply established in one another so that we all live in a way that 

effectively presents Christ to others.   

 



There’s a new opportunity to do just this for our women: 

 Mondays, 10 am – prayer gathering for women to pray for our kids 

at Debbie Stroot’s home. If ever we need to pray for the gospel to 

be deeply rooted in our kids, this is the time.  

 

4. The progress of the gospel is advanced through contrary 

circumstances (10, 18).  

 

If there’s one thing we know from Paul’s life, it’s that the grace and favor 

that God gave him was not void of a multitude of deep trials. We should 

never assume that the gospel will be hindered because of persecution or 

difficult circumstances. Rather, we should expect God to be at work to 

advance the gospel through those very trying situations.  

 

For example, we know from vs. 10 that Aristarchus has been a fellow 

prisoner with Paul for the sake of the gospel. And yet we can see evidence 

of two remarkable advancements of the gospel through Paul’s 

imprisonments. The first is Onesimus and many like him who came to Christ 

because Paul and other believers were faithful to share the gospel in prison. 

Paul never viewed prison as a closed door for the gospel but an open door 

to a new audience.  

 

Furthermore, it was from prison that Colossians and other New Testament 

letters were written. Letters that were to be shared with multiple 

congregations (16). Letters that God has preserved for the instruction and 

strengthening of millions of God’s people for generations. Paul wrote 

because he was in prison, and those very letters advanced the kingdom 

more than if Paul had not been imprisoned.  

 

So when Paul concludes this letter in vs. 18 with a simple charge, 

“remember my imprisonment/chains,” it’s possible that he’s not just asking 

them to remember to pray for him or care for his needs, but to be 

strengthened by his example. Beloved, don’t let persecution, riots, 

imprisonment, or any other contrary circumstances deter you from sharing 

the gospel with all confidence. The pathway of following Christ is often a 

path of suffering, but if we find life in Christ’s sufferings, then others may 

find Christ through our suffering.  

 

We are living in days of lawlessness in which many are calling evil good and 

good evil. And apart from a divine revival, Christians will increasing feel the 

pressure and pain of living in a godless society as we await the return of 

Christ. Yet these are days of opportunity for us to share the hope and 

forgiveness of Christ with those in our sphere of influence.  

 

 

In a couple weeks, I will be having back surgery and be out of commission 

for a while as I recover. Yet the good news is that because of the multitude 

of gifts working together in the body of Christ, there is no reason for the 

ministry of our church family to be hindered any more than when Paul was 

in prison. God has entrusted the ministry of the gospel, not just to pastors 

or apostles; He has entrusted the gospel to the whole church, striving 

together with affectionate teamwork, strengthening one another to remain 

faithful, praying for God to do His mighty work, and even seeing our 

contrary circumstances as opportunities to witness for Christ.  

 

 


