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Welcome to James! Today we begin a new teaching series in the book of 

James called “Faith in Action.” Our hope is that this will not just be a 

teaching series, but that it will become a journey for all of us together. 

Taking a journey through James together is a journey of faith. It’s a journey 

of wisdom. It’s a journey that will impact the big picture and the intricacies 

of your everyday life. It’s a journey of walking with God.  

 

Survey: 

1. How many of you want to be wise (to have true wisdom for life)?  

2. How many of you want your faith to be effective?  

3. How many of you struggle with sinful desires, attitudes, temptation, 

anger, your tongue, conflict, pride, suffering, or all of the above?  

If these things are applicable to your life, then I urge you to join us on the 

James journey.  

 

So what does the James journey look like? Well, let me share with you 

multiple ways that you  can journey through James at a pace that is fitting 

for you. In addition to hearing message from James each week, I encourage 

you to pick at least one additional way to join us in this journey: 

 Read through the whole book of James several times a week (it can 

be read in one sitting). If you read book of James every day for the 

next 5 weeks or so, you will know the book of James. (Saturation 

Reading) 

 Memorize James with us. We will have key verses each week that 

you can memorize as we work out way through the book or you can 

join Connor in memorizing the book in its entirety (approx. 1 

vs./day—its doable).  see bookmarks (memorization schedule) 

and booklets (key memory vs. bolded) in foyer. [Connormemory 

help and encouragement] 

 Meditate on each week’s passage in James, reflecting on its 

meaning and application.  

 Pray your way through James each week, asking God for His 

supernatural work to shape your heart, character, conduct and 

relationships with His truth and grace.  

 Join a Life Group beginning in September to dig deeper into the 

application of James each week. We need each other faithfully 

persevere on the disciples’ road  (be watching for signupssee 

Connor for questions) 

 

What’s the benefit of participating in the James journey? Well, what we are 

going to discover in the book of James is that active faith changes the way 

you live and results in wisdom. And wisdom, as we see it in James, is fully 

aligning our selves with God’s interests rather than worldly interests.  

 In chapter 1 we will see that the wisdom of active faith changes the 

way you endure suffering (1:2-12), the way you face temptation 

(1:13-18), and how you respond to God’s word (1:19-27).  

 In chapter 2 we will see that the wisdom of active faith changes the 

way you relate to others, without partiality (2:1-13), and that your 

faith is proven genuine by your works (2:14-26). In other words, 

inactive faith is not genuine, but rather dead faith.  

 In chapter 3 we will see that the wisdom of active faith changes the 

way you harness your tongue (3:1-12) and the wisdom by which you 

govern your life and relationships (3:13-18).  

 In chapter 4 we will see that the wisdom of active faith changes the 

way you respond to conflict (4:1-12) and how you humbly consider 

God’s providence in daily affairs and future planning (4:13-17).  

 In chapter 5 we will see that the wisdom of active faith changes the 

way you cling to God’s justice with hope in an unjust world (5:1-11); 

it changes the way you live with integrity (5:12), and how you pray 

(5:13-20).    

The spirit of James is captured in the last two verses of the book: “My 

brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, let 

him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his 

soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (5:19-20). This explains 

why James speaks so directly and with so much passion. He wants to spare 

you of the consequences of worldly living by urging you to align yourself 

with God’s interests without compromise.  

 



James is a wisdom book. Of all the NT books, its is the most like Proverbs. 

Yet it also has a prophetic edge. It is black and white with no room for 

ethical compromise. Obedience to God and His word is the only option and 

all that God is doing in your life is for good, including trials and suffering. 

This is a book we need. It’s a book our children need as they grow up. It is 

straightforward, practical, and shows us our hearts before our great God of 

justice and hope.  

 

So who is this James we’ll be spending so much time with? Let’s turn to 

James 1:1 to get our introduction: “James, a bond-servant of God and of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: 

Greetings” (James 1:1).  

 

This is James the Just, known for His passion to promote righteousness and  

justice as well as his efforts as a peacemaker in the early church. He is the 

half-brother of Jesus (Gal 1:19), a younger son of Mary. He’s a half-brother 

because Jesus was born of Mary but not of Joseph, having been conceived 

of the Holy Spirit. James probably did not become a follower of Jesus until 

after the Resurrection. We know from the gospels that Jesus’ brothers did 

not believe in Him and mocked Him, even saying that He was out of His 

mind (Jn 7:3-5; Mk 3:20-22; cf. Mt 12:46-50). But after the resurrection, 

Jesus appeared to James according to I Cor 15:7. And that changed 

everything. Soon afterward, James became the leader of the church in 

Jerusalem where the Church had been birthed on the day of Pentecost. In 

addition to leading the Jerusalem church, James was a prominent voice on 

the Jerusalem council which along with other apostles deliberated on early 

church matters of doctrine and practice.  

 

James says little in vs.  1 to introduce himself because everyone knows who 

he is.  

But notice here in vs. 1, that James does not identify himself as the brother 

of Jesus or by his prominence among church leaders. Rather, he identifies 

himself as “a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” (1). Bond-

 
1 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary: James, pg. 12.  
2 Ibid.  
3 Ibid.  

servant is translated from the Greek word doulos which means slave—one 

who gave “absolute obedience and loyalty to his master” having been born 

into slavery.1 That was James’ relationship to Jesus after the resurrection. 

“James became a doulos by his new birth through faith in Jesus Christ.”2  

 

The term servant of God was a title of honor in Jewish culture and James 

bore this honor not because of who he was but because of the God he 

served.3 But more importantly, he saw himself as servant of Christ. And this 

service often comes with a cost. James became a martyr, a man who lived 

what he preached with uncompromising loyalty to Christ and His word to 

the point of death. He was not a mere hearer of the word but a true doer of 

the word (James 1:22).  

 

James tells us that he writes his letter “to the twelve tribes who are 

dispersed abroad” (1). The term twelve tribes was a common way of 

referring to the Jews who found their roots in the 12 patriarchs of Israel. 

They had been dispersed or scattered during the Assyrian and Babylonian 

captivities, but Ezekiel had promised that God would providentially reunite 

His people. Later when Jesus chose 12 apostles and promised that they 

would also sit on 12 thrones and judge the 12 tribes of Israel (Mt 19:28), He 

was pointing to His ministry as the ingathering of God’s people in what 

would be the church. Furthermore, Rev 7:5-8 “pictures the people of God of 

the last days in terms of twelve thousand people drawn from twelve tribes” 

who enter heaven through twelve gates.”4 So, James sees his audience of 

Jewish Christians as the true people of God in the “last days.”  

 

More specifically, James is writing to Jewish Christians who had fled Israel 

because of persecution and were still suffering because of their faith.5 He 

writes to these suffering believers with a reminder of hope to strengthen 

their hearts, because the coming of the Lord is at hand—and how to live as 

they wait with patience and with godly character (5:7-8).  

 

4 Doug Moo, The Letters of James (Pillar Series), pg. 69 
5 Ibid.  



Finally, vs. 1 concludes with a single word of greeting. The word James 

chose for his greeting was common but intentional. It shares the same root 

as that famous word in vs. 2: “Consider it all joy [chara], my brethren, when 

you encounter various trials.” James sends greetings of joy and then 

proceeds in his letter to instruct God’s people on how to live in the only way 

that will lead to joy—in the wisdom of uncompromising obedience to God 

with active faith.  

 

If I had to distill the whole book of James down into one sentence, I think 

we could capture the trust of the book this way. The message of James: 

Genuine faith actively pursues the wisdom of righteous living by obedience 

to God’s word in every circumstance.  

 

So what are we to do in response to the book of James over these coming 

weeks? Well, there are a couple key verses that I believer summarize the 

call of this letter. The first is James 1:22: “But prove yourselves doers of the 

Word”—live it out!—not merely hearers who delude [or deceive] 

themselves.” The other is James 2:17: “Even so faith, if it has no works, is 

dead, being by itself.”  

When we take these together, God is exhorting us through the book of 

James to Prove yourselves doers of the word and not merely hearers who 

delude themselves because faith without works is dead (James 1:22; 2:17). 

 

Being doers of the Word is not merely taking action, but action that comes 

from a heart of faith and obedience to God. Just as faith without 

action/works is dead faith, so works without faith are dead works). 

So join us on this James Journey: 

 Come under the teaching of God’s word each week and meditate 

on those passages for deeper reflection and immediate application.  

 Write James on your heart by reading it daily or several times a 

week and joining us in memorizing either key verses each week or 

even the whole book—it can be done! Memorize together as a 

family. Help your kids write these truths on their hearts.  

 Set your heart on joining a Life Group in September if you are not 

already in another Bible study. We need to be in the word together 

to help each other faithfully persevere on the disciples’ road. 

Finally, and most importantly…  

 Pray your way through James week by week so that you can live it 

out to the glory of our great Savior.  

 

Prayer: Lord, grant us wisdom to discern and value Your interests over the 

ways of this perishing world. Teach us and empower us to live out Your 

word by putting our faith into action with uncompromising obedience to 

You in all things.  


