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I specifically chose Psalm 19 to set us up for next Sunday. Jeremy Kluth with 

Scripture Alive will be joining us for our worship service to help us introduce 

our new series in the book of James. One of the ways that we will introduce 

James is with a special recitation of the book that will be done by Jeremy 

and others from our congregations. Then, in the evening Jeremy will be 

doing a scripture memory workshop along with a special dramatized 

presentation of Acts 3-4.  

 

Jeremy is very good at what he does and we want you to not only benefit 

from the blessing of his ministry, but also have the opportunity to begin or 

revive the lifelong benefit of writing God’s word on your heart. Parents who 

have children at home, memorizing scripture with your kids has exponential 

gains by sowing God’s word into their hearts early so that the Holy Spirit can 

bring it to their minds anytime they need wisdom or direction for the next 

80 years. Middle age or older people, what better ways to keep your mind 

strong and your heart tender to the Lord than treasuring God’s work in your 

heart. 

 

So this morning let’s pray for God to have our full attention in Psalm 19 and 

to give us an insatiable appetite for the benefits of God’s word to our souls. 

[prayer] 

 

The general unifying theme of Psalm 19 is God’s revelation. He has revealed 

himself to mankind in two primary ways. The first is what we call general 

revelation. The evidence we see for our creator all around us in creation. 

For example, in Romans Paul writes, “since the creation of the world His 

invisible attributes, His eternal power, and divine nature have been clearly 

seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 

without excuse” (Rom 1:20). In other words, there is enough evidence from 

creation to recognize that a Creator exists and that He is both wise and 

powerful and we would be wise to seek Him out as God. But of course, what 

we can surmise about God from creation is not enough for us to discern our 

sin and alienation from God nor to understand the way in which God has 

provided for us to be saved from our sin and reconciled to Him.  

This can only be understood through special revelation. Special revelation 

refers to God’s disclosure of Himself, his purposes, and his ways in the 

words of Scripture and in the incarnation of God himself in the person of 

Christ.  

 

Psalm 19 beings with general revelation (the works of God in vs. 1-6) and 

then moves to special revelation (the word of God in vs. 7-11) which leads 

the psalmist to conclude with prayerful meditation on the worth of God’s 

Word to his soul—namely to preserve his soul from the corruption of sin.  

 

So here’s the big picture: We must treasure God’s word above earthly 

delights, because God, who reveals Himself with glory in creation, 

transforms us through the exceedingly glorious benefits of His word.  

 

Let’s join the psalmist in meditating on the glory of God’s revelation that 

exceeds words in creation and the superior worth of His revelation through 

His word.  

 

1. God reveals Himself in the glory of the heavens that speak beyond 

words (1-6). 

 

[vs. 1-4a] When the Psalmist beheld the beauty and majesty of the heavens, 

he could only interpret them in one way. As a revelation of the majesty, 

power, and greatness of his beauty-creating God. [picture/sunset] 

Just a few weeks ago I took this picture from my street on the edge of 

Plainview. As other neighbors also gathered at the end of the street to 

behold the overwhelming beauty of the sunset, I had to wonder what they 

were thinking—could they detect the artistry of the infinite Creator in this 

brilliant gift of beauty? My heart was drawn up in worship—“the heavens 

declare the glory of  God!” 

 

Perhaps the expanse of the heavens is most impressive on a clear night in 

which we can see the radiance of innumerable stars ornamenting the sky. 

And yet what we see with our eyes (or even with telescopes) is only an 



infinitesimal sample of the universe filled with more than a hundred billion 

galaxies each containing hundreds of billions of stars.  

 

In just the last week, we have boasted in the beauty of the moon which 

orbits the earth with such precision we can set our calendars to it. Or the 

steadiness of constellations for thousands of years without a missing star.  

The prophet Isaiah said, “Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created 

these stars, The One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all 

by name; Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His 

power Not one of them is missing.” (Isa 40:26).  

 

We can’t even count the stars, yet Psalm 147 says, “He counts the number 

of the stars; He gives names to all of them. Great is our Lord, and abundant 

in strength; His understanding is infinite.” Indeed, “the heavens declare the 

glory of God and the skies proclaim the work of his hands” (NIV).  

 

Vs. 2 says that day after day and night after night the heavens unceasingly 

speak, revealing knowledge of our Creator. Yet vs. 3 says this speech has no 

words. This is a paradox meant to arouse thoughtfulness and insight. The 

heavens speak without a voice and without words. In fact, they convey 

beauty and majesty that words cannot capture. Yet their line (or their 

writing; cf. Isa 28:10) and their “utterances” cover the world. The revelation 

of God in the heavens that speaks with such wordless grandeur, surpasses 

every language barrier so that all peoples everywhere have a witness to 

greatness of our Creator.  

 

Then, the psalmist turns our attention specifically to the sun at the end of 

vs. 4. The heavens seem to form a tent out of which the sun comes like a 

bridegroom dressed for his wedding---a picture of radiance and glory. 

[picture/sunrise] Here’s a picture of the sunrise through the fog that I took 

from my deck earlier this summer. Like the radiance of a bridegroom 

emerging from his tent.  

 

The Psalmist also compares the Sun to a strong man or athlete in vs. 5 who 

runs his course with such strength than no one can interrupt his progress. 

Indeed, nothing ever slows or stalls the sun.  
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Finally, in vs. 6, the sun displays the strength of its heat from one end of the 

earth to the other. Life could not be sustained without its heat and light. 

Scientists believe that the core of the sun reaches 27 million degrees F. If 

anything in creation is a display of power and strength and stability, it is the 

sun, yet the sun is but the servant of the One who created it. it is our God 

who keeps it perfectly positioned to sustain life yet not overpower life on 

this earth so that we can live to know the God whose magnificence 

demands our awe and worship. Even the sun round which our solar system 

orbits is not the center. The sun along with our entire solar system orbits 

around the center of the milky way galaxy at an average velocity of 828,000 

km/hr. Scientists calculate that it would take 230 million years to complete 

one orbit round the galaxy.1 And this is just one galaxy of over 100 billion 

more. The heavens declare the glory of God, their expanse is telling the work 

of His hands (1)! Or as Job said in Job 26 as He recounts the mystery of 

God’s creative power to “stretch out the north over empty space and hang 

the earth on nothing,” and to administrate the clouds of the sky: “Behold 

these are but he outskirts/[fringes] of His ways, and how small a whisper we 

hear of Him! But the thunder of His power, who can understand” 

(Job26:14)? 

 

Yet as impressive as the heavens may be. As breathtaking as a sunset or 

sunrise may be, the beauty and the glory they reveal beyond words, pales in 

comparison to the significance of God’s revelation through His word to 

transform the souls of men. It’s as if the Psalmist is saying, ‘you think that 

sunset is beautiful that you can’t describe with words? Let me show you a 

greater beauty that can’t be seen with natural eyes. Let me show you the 

revelation of God through his Word that transforms your soul and allows 

you to hear the heavens speak of the God who holds the paintbrush and 

names the stars.’ We see evidence of God’s greatness from the heavens, but 

we can only truly know God and be reconciled to Him as He reveals Himself, 

His purposes, His ways, and His salvation through His word. And so the 

Psalmist turns our attention now to the superior revelation of God’s word 

that beautifies, not the skies, but the soul of man.  

 

2. God reveals Himself in words that speak more effectively than the 

glory of the heavens (7-11).  

 



[vs. 7-11] Let’s reflect on this poetic string of benefits that God’s word 

brings to our souls. As we simply walk through vss. 7-11 phrase by phrase, 

you’ll notice that the Psalmist uses multiple synonyms for God’s word: law, 

testimony, precepts, commandment, judgments. His point is not for us to 

dissect each of these words but rather to speak comprehensively of the 

whole revelation of God and its multifaceted benefits to those who heed its 

truth.  

 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul” (7a). The term law here 

is used not in a narrow legal sense. The word is torah which points more 

broadly to God’s instruction, or doctrine. The law/instruction of the Lord is 

perfect in that it is complete or sound, with no breach of integrity, 

unblemished. It is the only means by which a man can live rightly before a 

holy God and therefore it converts, restores, or revives the soul. It corrects 

and instructs us in the ways of God.  

 

We need our souls to be restored every day! Not a day goes by that we 

don’t encounter some arsenal of sin, doubt, or discouragement that 

threatens our spiritual health. The state of your soul is never static; it is 

always moving in the direction of either corruption or restoration. Yet the 

Word of God is perfect and brings our souls into the daily alignment with 

God that we need every day to be restored.2   

 

“The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple” (7b). God’s 

testimony (what He says) is sure in that it is true and reliable. And because it 

is true, it can make one wise. Wisdom is knowing how to live in light of the 

God of ultimate truth.  

 

Like most people, I am a simple person; not overly bright or sophisticated. 

And like all people I need wisdom; wisdom to take care of my body, wisdom 

to take care of my soul, wisdom to love my wife, lead my family, wisdom to 

be a shepherd to God’s people. The high demand for wisdom places it 

among the most precious commodities on earth. Proverbs 4:7 tells us that if 

 
2 The root of the word means to “return.” The Word of God brings us back to God 

(i.e. the positive sense of repentance). 

we want wisdom, we must seek it. We have to purse it, but where? God’s 

word is the storehouse of wisdom.  

 

And though the Bible may not speak to every particular in my life, it’s does 

speak to the essentials, and when my life is saturated with the Word of God 

I will walk in wisdom because I will be viewing life from the ultimate reality 

of God’s perspective.  

 

“The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart” (8a). Precepts have 

to do with covenant expectations and promises. Those who walk in the right 

way, being faithful to their covenant relationship with God will enjoy the 

promises of that covenant relationship. In other words, living our lives under 

God’s righteous order brings rejoicing to our hearts. We have the joy of 

God’s favor, His presence and provision, the promise of His care and the 

security of His love. On the other hand, when life is not right with God, the 

heart does not rejoice. (cf. 1John 5:3)   

 

“The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes” (8b). Our 

lives are not pure. God’s Word is pure. So when we examine our lives in the 

mirror of God’s Word, its purity exposes our impurity and enlightens our 

eyes. For example, if I have an argument with my wife, I may have several 

reasons as to why I think I am right. Yet when I test my heart against the 

Word which says, “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 

with one another in love” (Eph 4:2), God says, “even if you are right, your 

heart is proud and your way is harsh.” My eyes have been enlightened by 

the purity of God’s word. And when my eyes are enlightened and I respond 

to its wisdom, it brings about further restoration of my soul which leads to 

further rejoicing of heart.  

 

“The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever” (9). What’s interesting 

here is that the fear of the Lord is not an actual synonym for God’s word, 

but rather its effect on those who give heed to it. Yet the Psalmist uses it 

here because the fear of the Lord is impossible without adherence to God’s 

word—they’re inseparable. Fearing God means avoiding sin so as not to 

forfeit God’s favor and blessing. This is why Scripture repeatedly tells us that 



the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Furthermore, Proverbs 

10:27 says, “The fear of the Lord prolongs life.” And ultimately, the fear of 

the Lord—seeing our need to be clean before God—will lead us to Christ 

who alone can deliver us from sin and give us life that endures forever.  

 

“The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. They 

are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than 

honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them your 

servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.” (9b-10).  

 

God’s judgments are always right. And because they are always right and 

just, they are of supreme worth. Think of yourself standing at a crossroad of 

decision. You know that God’s word says you should not cross a particular 

line. But if you do, you could make a lot more money or indulge in worldly 

pleasure. The Psalmist is saying that standing on the right side of God’s 

judgment is more valuable than the greatest commodities or the sweetest 

pleasures of earth. 

 

The judgments of God both warn us against folly and destruction, and lead 

us to great reward: restoring the soul, making us wise, rejoicing the heart, 

enlightening the eyes, and granting life. This is why we would do well to 

write God’s word on our hearts. Not only because of its tremendous worth, 

but also because of the depth of our need.  

 

3. The work of God’s word in restoring our soul reveals His worth 

through our words (12-14).  

 

The Psalmist turns now to his own need for the rewards of God’s word in his 

life. [vs. 12-14] The Psalmist alerts us to two realities of the human heart 

that God’s word must correct. First, we sin because we have a degree of 

spiritual blindness. This is why the Psalmist asks the question, “who can 

discern his errors?” We all sin in many ways that we are not aware of, 

revealing the need for our eyes to be enlightened. This prompts the Psalmist 

to pray, “Acquit me of hidden faults” (12). John Calvin said, “the more 

diligently anyone examines himself, the more readily he will 

 
3 Quoted by William S. Plumber, Psalms (Geneva series of commentaries), pg. 265. 

acknowledge…that if God should discover our secret faults, there would be 

found in us an abyss of sins so great as to have neither bottom nor shore.”3 

 

The danger of preaching Ps 19 is that there will always be some who hear of 

the value of God’s word but don’t really think they need it. You don’t value 

the cure for the disease until you know you have the disease. God’s word is 

a mirror to show us our hearts, like a scan that can detect cancer we would 

not otherwise see.  

 

Second, we sin because we are rebellious. This is why the Psalmist prays in 

vs. 13, “keep back your servant from presumptuous sin.” He’s referring to 

the times when we knowingly sin. We know it’s wrong, but we do it anyway, 

presuming upon God’s grace. This is particularly dangerous because every 

time we sin presumptuously, it emboldens our rebellion. Before long, it will 

render us a slave to that sin rather than a servant to God. Thus, the Psalmist 

prays, “let them not rule over me.”  When sin begins to master you, it sets 

you up for what vs. 13 calls “great transgression.” Do you see the 

progression here? Hidden sin leads to rebellious sin, and if not corrected will 

result in great transgression. Don’t keep emboldening your life of sin! “Don’t 

keep a peace treaty with sin.”4 We must turn to the corrective and curing 

power of God’s word to enlighten our eyes, to make us wise concerning 

God’s judgments, to restore our soul and to rejoice our heart.  

 

The Psalmist captures the essence of this in Psalm 119:9-11: “How can a 

young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word. With 

all my heart I have sought You; do not let me wander from your 

commandments. Your word I have treasured in my heart that I might not sin 

against You.” Later he goes on to testify in vs. 165, “those who love your law have great 

peace and nothing causes them to stumble.” This is why we need to write God’s 

word on our hearts.  

 

Finally, the Psalmist concludes in vs. 14 with a heart of worship, which is 

what God is seeking to shape in us through His word. [14] God is our rock, 

more stable than the heavens, and He is our Redeemer, Christ the living 

word which all of God’s written word points us to. Jesus, who created the 
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heavens and to whom all Scripture points is the perfect revelation of God. 

And He restores the soul, in Him are all the treasure of wisdom and 

knowledge (Col 2:3). He is the one who rejoices the heart and opens the 

eyes of faith. He is the true and final judge and the only One who can 

cleanse us of every sin, because He is our Lord, our Rock, and our 

Redeemer.  

 

Do you see the remarkable beauty in vs. 14? When we say, “let the words of 

my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O 

Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer,” we speak with more beauty and clarity of 

the glory of God than the heavens which have no words. They testify to the 

Creator, but we testify to the Redeemer. The worship of the redeemed 

testifies to a greater beauty than any sunset for all the stars of heaven.  

 

Don’t be satisfied to acknowledge God as the Creator yet hold him at a 

distance. Draw near to Him through His word. Let Him search your heart 

and show you your sin. Turn to Him with an open heart to confess your sin 

and trust in Him whose death and resurrection alone can secure your 

redemption.  


